ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Second Sunday after Pentecost

SUNDAY, JUNE 11, 2023

10 A.M.



INTRODUCTION

Thongh Jesus was a devont Jew who practiced his faith, he was criticiged for eating with tax collectors and
sinners—the religionsly nonobservant. Jesus criticiges the self-righteons and reminds us that mercy is to be at
the heart of our religious practices. God continues to be made known in those on the margins of society, like
Matthew the tax collector and the hemorrhaging woman. As we gather each 1ord’s day we receive the healing
that matkes us well and sends us forth to be signs of God’s mercy for the world.

PRELUDE

The assembly stands. (‘*

+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, " one God, who greets us in this and every season,

whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.

Congregation (C)  Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.
Merciful God,
C we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have

squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of
Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Righteous God,

we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked
the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive
us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.



P God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we
fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of

Jesus Christ.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN 836  Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

1 Joy - ful, joy - [ul we a-dore thee, God of glo -1y, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, carth and heav'n re - flecl thy rays,
3 Thow art giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,
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Heants un - Jold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing  thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels  sing  asround thee, cen-ter of  un = bro - ken praise,
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing. o-ccan-depthof  hap - py rest!
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Meclt the clowds of  sin - and sad - ness, dnve the gloom of  doubl  a - way,
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, fllow-"ry mead-ow, flash-ing  sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Chastour broth-cr, all who live in love are thing;
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Giv -er of im - mor-tal glad-ness, fill ws with the light of day.

chamt-ing bird, and  flow-ing foun-tin cll ws w  re - juice in thee,
lcach us how to love cach oth - er. lift us to the joy di-vine!
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Texr: Henry vas Dyke. | ER2-14922
Misic. HYMN TO JOY. Leadwig vaa Beethoven, FIW0-1427. adapt.



GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
E Refrain
o I [~ a E
This is the [feast of vig-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,

al-le ~lu-ija, al-l¢ - lu - ia 1 Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb

who was slin, whose blood set us  free 0 be peo - ple of God.

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,

al-le-lu-ia, al-Je -Ju - ja. 2Pow - er, rich-¢s, wis-dom, and

strength, and - hon - or, bless - ing, and glo - ry arc  his.

Refrain
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God.  Al-le - lu - ia,

al-le -lu-ia, al-le -lu - ja. 3Sing with all the peo - ple of
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glo - ry, and might be 0 God and the Lambfor-ev-er. A - men.



This is the [feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia,

al-le -lu-ja, al-l¢ -lu - ja. 4 For the Lamb who was

slain has be - gun  his reign, Al-le - lu - ia.

Final refrain
flu S P

PRAYER OF THE DAY Y

P Let us pray.

O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our being. By the power of your
Spirit bring healing to this wounded world, and raise us to the new life of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME
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+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Hosea 5:15--6:6

Because the people have trusted in military powers and not God, God decides to withdraw from the scene until
Israel acknowledges its guilt and seeks God’s face. The response of the people does not acknowledge this gnilt
and is as fickle as fog or dew burned away quickly by the sun. God desires loyalty rather than words or

meaningless deeds.

] will return again to my place until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. In their
distress they will beg my favor: «“Come, let us return to the LORD; for it is he who has torn,
and he will heal us; he has struck down, and he will bind us up. zAfter two days he will revive
us; on the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him.

‘Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will

come to us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.”

*What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like
a morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early. sTherefore I have hewn them by the
prophets, I have killed them by the words of my mouth, and my judgment goes forth as the
light. sFor I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt
offerings.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 50:7-15 We sing the psalm in response to the first reading.
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Leader *““Listen, my people, and I will speak: Israel, I will bear wit- 1 ness against you;
for I am 1 God, your God.

C ] do not accuse you because | of your sacrifices;

your burnt offerings are al- | ways before me.



L °] will not accept a calf | from your stalls,

nor goats | from your pens;

C nfor all the wild animals of the fot- | est are mine,
the cattle on a | thousand hills.

L 1] know every bird 1 of the mountains,

and the creatures of the | fields are mine.

C =If I were hungry, I 1 would not tell you,
for the whole world is mine and all | that is in it.

L Do you think I eat the 1 flesh of bulls,
or drink the 1 blood of goats?

C uOffer to God a sacrifice | of thanksgiving
and make good your vows to | the Most High.

L Call upon me in the 1 day of trouble;

I will deliver you, and you shall 1 honor me.

Spoken after the Psalm is sung:

C Amen.

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25

Panl presents Abraham as a living model of right relationships. For Abraham and for us, a right
relationship with God involves trusting that God'’s promises will be fulfilled because God matkes the dead

alive and calls into existence what otherwise does not exist.

“The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to his
descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. “If it is the adherents of
the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. sFor the law brings

wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation.

1«For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on grace and be

guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the law but also to those who



share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, "as it is written, “I have made
you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who
gives life to the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. *Hoping against
hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what

2

was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” *He did not weaken in faith when he
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. »No distrust made him
waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to
God, »being fully convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. Therefore his

2

faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 2Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,”
were written not for his sake alone, »but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe
in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, »who was handed over to death for our

trespasses and was raised for our justification.

R The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le-lu - ia. Al-le-lu - ia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26

Jesus demonstrates God’s mercy and power, accepting the unacceptable and curing the incurable. Even the

dead receive new life.

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the ninth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

°As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he



said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and followed him.

©wAnd as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and sinners came and were sitting
with him and his disciples. "When the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why
does your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” »But when he heard this, he said,
“Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. *Go and learn
what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.” For I have come to call not the righteous but

sinners.”

¥While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of the synagogue came in and
knelt before him, saying, “My daughter has just died; but come and lay your hand on her,
and she will live.” »And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. »Then suddenly a
woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for twelve years came up behind him and
touched the fringe of his cloak, =for she said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be
made well.” 2Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; your faith has made
you well.” And instantly the woman was made well. When Jesus came to the leadet’s house
and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion, >he said, “Go away; for the
girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. =But when the crowd had been put
outside, he went in and took her by the hand, and the girl got up. »And the report of this
spread throughout that district.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

The assembly stands.



HYMN OF THE DAY 588  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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I There's a wide-ness  in God’s mer - ¢y, like the wide-ness of the scaj

2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea -~sures of our mind;
4 'Tis not all we owe (o Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there's a kind-ness in  God's jus - tice which is  more than lib - er - ty.
there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is heal-ing in  his blood.
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is most won-der - ful - ly kind.
greal -er good be - cause of e - vil, larg -er mer-cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav'n.
There is grace ¢ - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as  this;
But we make this love too nar - row by false lim-its of our own;
Make our love, O God, morc faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh «cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-mi - fy its  strict-ness with a  zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814<1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North Anwrican. |9h cenb



FAREWELL AND GODSPEED Erin Kenney

APOSTLES’ CREED
A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: God, in_your mercy,

Congregational response: hear our prayer.

PEACE

P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

The people greet one another with the sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly stands.



fira
+ MEAL +

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERING HYMN ELW 870 (vs. 7)

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.

We Praise You, O God
%ﬁn_.} S S o o s e B o B S —
- el [ ) 1 d_‘_. | &= ] I | 1
JU 1 IrJ 1 1 i =l 1 i .!
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We lay it be - fore you; we kneel and a - dore you;
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we bless your ho - ly name; glad  prais - es we  sing.

Text: Julia C. Cory, 1882-1963
Music: KREMSER, A, Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckelanck, 1626



GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

p Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be
adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est,



The presiding minister continues to give thanks.

p In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

p Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.

The assembly is seated.



LAMB OF GOD
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central
aisle. The assisting minister offers a pouring cup (wine or grape juzce). 1f you prefer to receive the wine or

Juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail. Leave the empty glass on the
rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS 556  Morning Has Broken
764  Have No Fear, 1.ittle Flock
610 O Christ, the Healer, We Have Come

The assembly stands.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet
table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who

is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed # bless,

keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN 722 O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate
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O Chnst, your heart,com = pas-sion-ale, bore ¢y - 'ry  hu-man pain,
As oe you wel<omed thosecost down and healed the sick, the blind,
O Christycre = ale pew  headsin ws that  beat i time with yours,
O Love that made the  dis-1ant slars, yet marks he spar-row's fall,
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DISMISSAL
A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their
faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

A Go in peace. Go in peace. Share the harvest.

C Thanks be to God!

++ +
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MARK SUSAN WARREN DEDICATE
TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS TO THE GLORY OF GOD
AND WITH PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING FOR

GRANDDAUGHTER JANE MASTRANGELO’S
SAFE ARRIVAL ON MAY 26.
PARENTS PERRI AND PAOLO ARE OVER THE MOON.

Calendar for June 11 - 18

June 11 Sun.  9:00 am Book study
10:00 am Worship, Second Sunday after Pentecost

June 18 Sun.  9:00 am Book study
10:00 am Worship, Third Sunday after Pentecost

Next Sunday, Third Sunday after Pentecost:

Exodus 19:2-8a

Psalm 100

Romans 5:1-8

Matthew 9:35—10:8 [9-23]
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SERVING TABLE
Serving June 11 June 18
Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Assisting Minister Colleen Holdcraft Rob Schiffer
Cup Minister Susan Warren Beth Alexander
Lector Jennifer Buchanan Judi Dufty
Altar Guild Beth. Alexander Beth [.\lexander
Rita Ford Judi Dufty
Counters Margaret Bowers Kirsten Eb.besen
Susan Warren Rob Schiffer
Announcements Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
PRAYER REQUESTS

New concerns: Dottie Hinkle (with LSSNF), undergoing treatment for cancer;
Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of encouragement; Angela Locke (friend of
Audrey Post), for patience and strength; Becky Button (cousin of Audrey Post), as she

continues to recuperate; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing.

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Audrey Post; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins);
Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Don Dowd; Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill
& Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency;
Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend
of Cassandra White).

In treatment for cancer: Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jenny (niece of Laura
Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy Sampson); James
Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon Simmons); Chris

Dickman (synod council member); Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve).

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus — especially those experiencing
mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those
on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical
personnel, EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”



For prisoners: All those on Death Row.
Other concerns: For Karen Olson.

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News;
Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth Eaton;
Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and
ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and
asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in
Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWER CHART FOR 2023: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
by signing up for the 2023 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you can
place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
bttps://ststephbenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go
to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of

St. Stephen songs? They’re at bttps://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.
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