ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SUNDAY, JUNE 16, 2024

10 A.M.
We welcome Pr. Bill Trexler.



INTRODUCTION

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images of the tree of life.
We'd expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better imaged in a tiny, no-account seed.
IF’s not the way we excpect divine activity to look. Yet the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we
gather, the tree into which we are grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the
cup we share. It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power beyond

onr understanding.
PRELUDE ? /%
The assembly stands. ! (&

+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, #* one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.

C Amen.
P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence for reflection.

P God, our provider,

C help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to
our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share
with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

P Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and

nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, " the bread of life, you are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven

and loved into abundant life.

C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN
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We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word;

We praise you, our God, for the seed of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the light of your word;
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Text: Delores Dufner, 085, b. 1935 . i
Music: Jonathan E. Spilman, 1812-1896; arr. hymnal version
Text © 1983, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc.
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Y;

P Let us pray.

O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into
yourself and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in

need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.



CHILDREN’S TIME Rita Ford
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+ WORD +
First Reading: Ezekiel 17:22-24

Tree imagery is used in a messianic prophecy to tell how the I.ORD will choose someone from Judah’s royal
Sfamily (the cedar tree) to reign over all creation. This tree will be planted on Mount Zion, the location of the
holy temple.

»Thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar; I will set it
out. I will break off a tender one from the topmost of its young twigs; I myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain. #On the mountain height of Israel I will plant it, in order that
it may produce boughs and bear fruit, and become a noble cedar. Under it every kind of bird
will live; in the shade of its branches will nest winged creatures of every kind. »All the trees
of the field shall know that I am the LORD. I bring low the high tree, I make high the low
tree; I dry up the green tree and make the dry tree flourish. I the LORD have spoken; I will
accomplish it.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 We sing the psalm: responsively.
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Leader It is a good thing to give thanks I to the LORD,
to sing praise to your name, | O Most High;

C :to herald your love | in the morning
and your faithful- | ness at night;



L 'on the psaltery, and 1 on the lyre,
and to the melody 1 of the harp.

C ‘For you have made me glad by your | acts, O LORD;

and I shout for joy because of the works | of your hands.

L The righteous shall flourish 1 like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a ce- 1 dar of Lebanon.

C “Those who are planted in the house | of the LORD

shall flourish in the courts | of our God;

L uthey shall still bear fruit 1 in old age;

they shall be | green and succulent;

C sthat they may show how up- 1 right the LORD is,

my rock, in whom there is | no injustice.

Spoken after the psalm is sung:
Amen.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17

Paul encourages believers to live by faith and not by sight. We do not consider Jesus from a human perspective
but through the eyes of faith, believing he died for all and was raised. All who are in Christ are now in

God’s new creation.

sSo we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the

body we are away from the Lord—for we walk by faith, not by sight. sYes, we do have
confidence, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. *So
whether we are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. ©For all of us must
appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what

has been done in the body, whether good or evil.

["Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade others; but we ourselves are
well known to God, and I hope that we are also well known to your consciences. =We are not

commending ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about us, so that



you may be able to answer those who boast in outward appearance and not in the heart. =For
if we are beside ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. | “For the
love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; therefore all
have died. sAnd he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves,

but for him who died and was raised for them.

«From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. "So if
anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything

has become new!

R The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34

Jesus frequently uses parables to teach ordinary people as they are able to hear and understand. Images of
sowing and growing show the vitality of Gods kingdom.

P The holy gospel according to Mark, the fourth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

x[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground,7and

would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know



how. #The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the
head. »But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has
come.”

“He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use
for it? It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all
the seeds on earth; 2yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs,

and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.”

»With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; »he did
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples.

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY 679 For the Eruit of All Creation
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APOSTLES’ CREED
A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: Merciful God,

Congregational response: receive our prayer.

PEACE
p The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.



A
+ MEAL +
OFFERING

Abn offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERING HYMN ELW 870 (versus T)

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are bronght forward.

We Praise You, O God
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Text: Julia C. Cory, 1882-1963
Music: KREMSER. A. Valerius, Nederlandtseh Gedenckelanck, 1626

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

p Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.



p It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your

name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
p Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Comel!

The assembly is seated.

LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central

aisle. The assisting ministers offer both the common cup (wine) and a pouring cup (wine or grape juice). If
_you prefer to receive the wine or juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail.
Leave the empty glass on the rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS 736  God the Sculptor of the Mountains
635  We Walk by Faith
690 We Raise Our Hands to You, O Lord

The assembly stands.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with

your own life. In your name we pray.

C Amen.

+ SENDING +
BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, * be up

on you now and forever.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.



SENDING HYMN 547  Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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DISMISSAL
A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

A Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

C Thanks be to God!
+++

Sundays and Seasons v.20220805.1416

Copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

This week's altar flowers

are in celebration of the 24th Wedding Anniversary

of Barbara and Bryon Ehlmann.

Calendar for June 16 - 23

June 16 Sun. 9:00 am Book stﬁdy

10:00 am Worship, Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
June 23 Sun. 9:00 am Book study

10:00 am Worship, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost

Pr. Tom will be out of the office from June 20 - 28.

Next Sunday’s Readings, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost:

ob 38:1-11
Psalm 107:1-3, 23-32

2 Corinthians 6:1-13

Mark 4:35-41 ;ﬁg
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SERVING EVERY SUNDAY

Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching
Katharine Gossman, piano

Karl Barton, flute

Denise Bookwalter, announcements

Choir: Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Judi Dufty, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita Ford,
Martin Guttenplan, Vicki Guttenplan, Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor
Tom Holdcraft, Sandy Ness, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY
Serving June 16 June 23
Assisting Minister Beth Alexander Beth Alexander
Cup Minister Rita Ford N/A
Cantor Cassandra White
Lector Erik Robinson Mark Greeley
Acolyte Cup Minister - or Colton Allen or Graham Reece
Tech Team Caroline Collins Colin Hackley
Audrey Post Audrey Post
Jan Harrison Bob Eshleman
Ushers , .
Patrick Kennell Lawana Lamb-Daniels
Rita Ford
Altar Guild aror Beth Alexander
Susan Warren
Kirsten Ebbesen Margaret Bowers
Counters -
Susan Warren Loraine Sundberg




PRAYER REQUESTS

New concerns: David McManus (friend of Audrey Post), in treatment for cancer; Shannon
Miller (friend of Barb ODonnell), in treatment for cancer; Pat Leydon (friend of Barb
ODonnell), at Encompass Rehab recovering from a fall; Katy Perdue (sister of Susan
Warren) for COPD exacerbation; Becky Graves (friend of Ridy Hofer), diagnosed with
cancer and undergoing chemotherapy; Doris Michel (sister of Dave Suhrweir), recovering
from gall bladder surgery; Sue Berent (sister of Sharon Simmons) for comfort and peace at
end of life; Wayne McCully (friend of Audrey Post), undergoing dialysis for kidney failure;
Gladys Kane for continued healing.

For the sick: Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik
Robinson); Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart);
Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); Laura McDuffie (sister of Rob Schiffer), diagnosed with

primary immunodeficiency and Sjogren's syndrome.

In treatment for cancer: Ruth Hartung; Phil Williams; Scott Simmons (son of Sharon
Simmons); Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jim Saxman (uncle of Rob Schiffer); Jenny
(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; James Sablan (brother of
Donna Schiffer); Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Laura Ketchum-Jahn, (friend of
Cheryl & Steve); Aubrey Thonvold (Reconciling Works Exec. Dir.); Judy Renwick (friend of
Judi Dufty); Gil Johnson (friend of Judi Dufty); Amanda George (daughter-in-law of Rob
Schiffer).

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus — especially those experiencing
mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those
on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical
personnel, EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”
For prisoners: All those on Death Row.

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of
encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing; Steve

Michael (cousin of Rob Schiffer), in rehab after a serious accident.

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News;
Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry; St. Paul Lutheran

Church, Pensacola.



World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hutricanes; migrants and
asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in
Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FLOWER CHART FOR 2024: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
by signing up for the 2024 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can
place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go
to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of

St. Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.



