ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

July 18, 2021
10:00 a.m.



INTRODUCTION

Mark’s gospel markes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless needs to be met, on Jesus and
his disciples. Yet in today’s gospel Jesus adyises his disciples to get away and rest, to take care of themselves.
Sometimes we think that when others are in great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; but Jesus also

honors the caregivers’ need. We are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and for ourselves.

PRELUDE
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+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor (P) Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, the God of manna, the God of

miracles, the God of mercy.

Congregation (C)  Amen.
P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?

Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

P Beloved people of God:

In Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of
miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, # the bread of life, you

are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN 611 I Heard the Vvice of Jesus Say
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M | heard the voice of Je -sus say, “Come un-to me and rest

2 hcard the voice of Je -sus say, “Be - hold, I free - ly give

3.1 heard the voice of Je - sus say, “I am this dark world’s light;
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lay down, O wea-ry one, lay down your head up -on my breast.”
the liv-ing wa-ter, thirst -y one; stoop down and drink and live.”
look un - to me, your morn shall rise, and all your day be bright”
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| came¢ to Je-sus as I was, so wea-ry, wom, and sad,
I came to Je - sus, and I drank of  that life - giv - ing stream;
| looked to Je -sus, and I found in  him my star, my sun;
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1 found in him a rest-ing-place, and he has made me glad.

my thirst was quenched, my  soul re-vived, and now 1 live in him.
and in that light of life 'l walk ull trav-"ling days are done.

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889
Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain
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who was slain, whose blood set us free  to be peo - ple of God.

Final refrain
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Al-le -lu - 1a, al-le-lu-1a, al -l - lu - 1a.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.
O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding

and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may

embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
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+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 23:1-6

Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 BCE. In this passage, he uses the metaphor of a shepherd to
describe the bad kings who have scattered the “flock” of Israel. God promises to gather the flock and to raise
up a new king from David’s line to save Israel and Judah.

‘Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD.
“Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd
my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have
not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. *Then I
myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them,
and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. «I will raise up
shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be
dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.

’The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness
in the land. <In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name
by which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

Reader The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23 We sing the psalm responsively.
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Leader 'The LORD! is my shepherd;

I shall not I be in want.

C ‘The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures
and leads me be- | side still waters.



L ’You restore my | soul, O LORD,

and guide me along right pathways 1 for your name’s sake.

C ‘Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil;
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.

L sYou prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.

C Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever.

Spoken after the psalm is sung:
C Amen.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 2:11-22

The author of this letter reminds his andience that originally they were not part of God’s chosen people.
Through Jesus’ death, however, they are included in God’s housebold of faith, whose cornerstone is Jesus
Christ.

n1Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those
who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human
hands—rremember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. *But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. “For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both
groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. =He
has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create in
himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, vand might reconcile both
groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it.
7So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were
near; sfor through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. “So then you are
no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also members of the
household of God, »built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ
Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 2In him the whole structure is joined together and grows
into a holy temple in the Lord; »in whom you also are built together spiritually into a

dwelling place for God.



Reader The word of the Lotd.

C Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

When Jesus sends his disciples out to teach and heal, they minister among large numbers of people. Their

work. is motivated by Christ’s desire to be among those in need.

p The holy gospel according to Mark, the sixth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

»The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. *He
said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many
were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 2And they went away in the
boat to a deserted place by themselves. »Now many saw them going and recognized them,
and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he went
ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep

without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.

sWhen they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. *When
they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, sand rushed about that whole
region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. *And wherever
he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged
him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.



P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

HYMN OF THE DAY 648 Beloved, God’s Chosen
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1 Be - lov - ed, God’s cho-sen, pul on as a  gar - ment
2 With - in, call forth Wis-dom, to dwell in you rich - ly;
3 Be - lov - ed, God’s cho-sen, put on as a  gar - ment
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com-pas - sion, for - give - ness, and good - ness of heart.
Jet peace rule your hearts and that peace be of Christ.
com-pas - sion, for - give - ness, and good - ness of heart.
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A - bove all, be - fore all, let love be your rai - ment
And from the heart’s cham-ber, be - lov - ed and ho - ly,
A - bove all, be - fore all, let love be your rai - ment
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that binds in - to one ev - Ty dis - so-pant part.
let sing - ing thanks - giv - ing  to God ev-ecr Tise.
that  binds in - to onc ¢v - 'ry dis - so-nant part.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b, 1953 }
Music: ANDREW'S SONG, Robert A. Hobhy, b, 1962
Text © 1994 Susan Palo Cherwien, adnin. Augshurg Fortress,
Music © 1997 Augsburg Fortaess,



APOSTLES’ CREED

A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God.

Congregational response: Your mercy is great.

PEACE
p The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.



OFFERING HYMN 679  For the Fruit of All Creation (v. 1)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now

and forever. Amen.

+ SENDING +
BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.
P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ¥ be

upon you now and forever.

C Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN

789

Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us

[—

| | Il

i | E——T
g ——F— o—|

o |
I Sav-ior like a shep-herd lead ws; much we need your ten - der care.
2 We are yours; in love be - friend us, be the guard-ian of our way;
3 You have prom-ised to re - ccive us, poor and sin - ful though we be;
4 Ear-ly let usscck your fa - vor, car -ly let us do your will;
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In  your plcas-ant pas-turcs feed us, for our use your fold pre-pare.
keep your flock, fromsin dec - fend us, seeck us when we go  a-stray.
you have mer-cy to rc-lieve us, grace tocleanse, and pow'r to free.
bless-cd Lord and on -ly Sav -ior, with your love our spir - its fill.
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Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we  pray.
Bless-cd  Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, car-ly let us turn to  you.
Bless-cd  Je-sus, bless-cd Je-sus, you have loved wus, love us  still.
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Bless-cd  Je-sus, bless-cd Je-sus, you have bought us; we are yours.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, hear us chil - dren when we pray.
Bless-ed Je-sus, bless-ed Je-sus, ecar-ly let us turn to you.
Bless-ed  Je-sus, bless-cd Je-sus, you have loved us, love us still.




DISMISSAL
P We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share
their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

C Thanks be to God.
+++
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FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD

Calendar for July 18 - 25
July 18 Sun.  10:00 am Worship, Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

noon Congregational meeting
21 Wed. noon Bible study (online)
July 25 Sun.  10:00 am Worship with communion, Ninth Sunday after

Pentecost

Next Sunday’s Readings, Eighth Sundayrafter Pentecost:

2 Kings 4:42-44
Psalm 145:10-18
Ephesians 3:14-21

ohn 6:1-21



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-7-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-7-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-7-25/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-7-25/0

Serving

July 18

July 25

Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Assisting Minister Rob Schiffer Beth Alexander
Susan Warren
Lector Judi Dufty Judi Dufty
Altar Guild Caroline Collins Beth Alexander
Andrea Notley Erin Kenney
Counters Margaret Bowers Kirsten Ebbesen
Patricia Handschy Rob Schiffer
Announcements Pastor Tom Pastor Tom

PRAYER REQUESTS

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd;
Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid
arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan
Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); Gerhard Hofer
(brother-in-law of Ridy Hofer).

In treatment for cancer: Stephanie Barber; Cathie Nitti (niece of Sharon Simmons); Jenny
(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy
Sampson); James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Isabell Cintron (friend of Sharon
Simmons); Sarah Lucas (friend of Cassandra White); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon
Simmons); Chris Dickman (synod council member), child of Pr. Katrina Foster (friend of

Cheryl).

For health and protection: For all affected by coronavirus: those experiencing mental
health difficulties due to isolation; those with the disease struggling to recover; those on the
front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personnel,
EMTs, the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children entering the

US, including those “unaccounted for”.



For prisoners: Femi and Eddie; all those on death row.

Other concerns: Karen Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton).

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Congregational Council; The Florida-Bahamas Synod
Council, all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good
News; Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and

ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all recovering in the Florida Panhandle from Hurricane Michael,
including Messiah Lutheran Church; the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
continuing to recover from hurricanes; migrants fleeing violence in Central America; all
those migrants and asylum seekers imprisoned by the US government; the people of
Venezuela (birthplace of Bp. Suarez) and Hong Kong; for the Supreme Court as it considers
cases involving the LGBT(Q community.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING will be at noon today, both “live” and via Zoom.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: Now that we are back to in-person worship service, we are in
need of more worship assistants, mainly Cup Ministers. If you are interested, please contact

Lori in the office.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2021: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
and signing up for the 2021 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you
can place that in the offering plate.

RSVP FOR NEXT WEEK: Remember to use the Sign-up Genius to reserve your spot for
worship service (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbcl6-sunday ). The deadline

is noon on the Friday before worship. The calendar has dates available throughout the

summer.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbc16-sunday

