ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SERVICE OF THE WORD & MUSIC

SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2024

10 A.M.



INTRODUCTION

Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless needs to be met, on Jesus and
his disciples. Yet in today’s gospel Jesus adpises his disciples to get away and rest, to take care of themselpes.
Sometimes we think that when others are in great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; but Jesus also

honors the caregivers’ need. We are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and for ourselpes.

PRELUDE

a

+ GATHERING +

The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, #* one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.

C Amen.
P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence for reflection.

P God, our provider,

C help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to
our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share
with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

P Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and

nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, # the bread of life, you are shown God’s metcy: you are forgiven

and loved into abundant life.

C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN
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Tex: Horatius Bonar, [B0E—18ED

Mugie: KINGEROILD, English folk tune

GREETING

P

Holy Spirit be with you all.

C

And also with you.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the



HYMN OF PRAISE
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Verse 2
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding
and protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may
embody the justice and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME Rita Ford
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+ WORD +
First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6

Jeremiah prophesied before the exile in 587 BCE. In this passage, he uses the metaphor of a shepherd to
describe the bad kings who have scattered the “flock” of Israel. God promises to gather the flock and to raise
up a new king from David’s line to save Israel and Judah.

"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says

the Lord. * Therefore thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who
shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and
you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says

the Lord. * Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where 1
have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and
multiply. *1 will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not

fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord.

>The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous
Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness
in the land. °In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name
by which he will be called: “The Lotd is our righteousness.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 23 We sing the psalm responsively.
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Leader ''The Lord ! is my shepherd;

I shall not ! be in want.



C 2The Lord makes me lie down ! in green pastures

and leads me be- ! side still waters.

L ’You restore my ! soul, O Lord,

and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake.

C *Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no
evil;

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me.

L *You prepate a table before me in the presence | of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over.

C S Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days ! of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the | Lord forever.

Spoken after the psalm is sung:

Amen.

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:11-22

The author of this letter reminds bis andience that originally they were not part of God’s chosen people.

Through Jesus’ death, however, they are included in God’s housebold of faith, whose cornerstone is Jesus
Christ.

""Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called “the uncircumcision” by those
who are called “the circumcision”—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human
hands—'? remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and
without God in the world. " But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been
brought near by the blood of Christ. * For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both
groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between

us. " He has abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances, that he might create
in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace, '° and might reconcile
both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility

through it. '” So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those



who were near; ' for through him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. "’ So
then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also
members of the household of God, * built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. * In him the whole structure is joined
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; **in whom you also are built

together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.

R The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

GOSPEL: Mark 6:30-34, 53-56

When Jesus sends his disciples out to teach and heal, they minister among large numbers of people. 'Their
work. is motivated by Christ’s desire to be among those in need.

P The holy gospel according to Mark, the sixth chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.



*'The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. *' He
said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For many
were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. > And they went away in the
boat to a deserted place by themselves. > Now many saw them going and recognized them,
and they hutried there on foot from all the towns and artived ahead of them. ** As he went
ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were like sheep

without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.

»When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat.
**When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, > and rushed about that
whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. * And
wherever he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and

begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were
healed.

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching. Denise Bookwalter

The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY 789  Savior, Like a Shepherd I.ead Us
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APOSTLES’ CREED
A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends: In your merey,

Congregational response: hear our prayer.

PEACE
p The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.



OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERING HYMN

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are bronght forward.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
p Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

+ SENDING +
BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, *F be up

on you now and forever.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

SENDING HYMN 856  How Great Thon Art (requested hymmn)
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DISMISSAL

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their
faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

A Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

C Thanks be to God!

+ + +
Sundays and Seasons v.20220805.1416
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Bob and Linda Eshleman dedicate today's altar flowers

in gratitude for God's healing blessings.

Calendar for July 7 - 14

June 21 Sun. 9:00 am Book stﬁdy
10:00 am Worship, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

July 28 Sun. 9:00 am Book study
10:00 am Worship, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Next Sunday’s Readings, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost:
2 Kings 4:42-44
Psalm 145:10-18
Ephesians 3:14-21

ohn 6:1-21

:

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY

Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching
Katharine Gossman, piano

Karl Barton, flute

Denise Bookwalter, announcements

Choir: Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Judi Dufty, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita Ford,
Martin Guttenplan, Vicki Guttenplan, Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor
Tom Holdcraft, Sandy Ness, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-7-28/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-7-28/0
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https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-7-28/0

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY
Serving July 21 July 28
Assisting Minister Beth Alexander Jennifer Dritt
Cup Minister N/A Susan Warren
Cantor Rudy Hehn Susan Hehn
Lector Mark Bertolami Greta Scavone
Acolyte Ceilia Greeley or Graham Reece or Bastian Stover
Tech Team Czjtroline Collir'ls Aud'rey P(?St
Cindy Suhrweir Sylvia Smith
Bob Eshleman
Ushers
Audrey Post
Rita Ford Rita Ford
Altar Guild o e
Anits Sawh Erik Larson
Margaret Bowers Billie Reardon
Counters ;
Loraine Sundberg Susan Warren
PRAYER REQUESTS

New concerns: Family and friends of Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart), our shared
sympathy on his death from ALS; Doris Michel (sister of Dave Suhrweir), recovering from
gall bladder surgery; Sue Berent (sister of Sharon Simmons) for comfort and peace at end of
life; Wayne McCully (friend of Audrey Post), undergoing dialysis for kidney failure; Gladys
Kane for continued healing.

For the sick: Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik
Robinson); Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White);
Laura McDuffie (sister of Rob Schiffer), diagnosed with primary immunodeficiency and
Sjogtren's syndrome.

In treatment for cancer: Ruth Hartung; Scott Simmons (son of Sharon Simmons); Gordon
Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jim Saxman (uncle of Rob Schiffer); Jenny (niece of Laura
Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer);
Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Laura Ketchum-Jahn, (friend of Cheryl & Steve);
Aubrey Thonvold (Reconciling Works Exec. Dir.); Judy Renwick (friend of Judi Dufty); Gil
Johnson (friend of Judi Duffy); Amanda George (daughter-in-law of Rob Schiffer); David
McManus (friend of Audrey Post); Shannon Miller (friend of Barb ODonnell); Becky Graves
(friend of Ridy Hofer).



Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus — especially those experiencing
mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those
on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical
personnel, EMTSs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”
For prisoners: All those on Death Row.

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of
encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing; Steve

Michael (cousin of Rob Schiffer), in rehab after a serious accident.

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News;
Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry; St. Paul Lutheran
Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hutricanes; migrants and
asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in
Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
FLOWER CHART FOR 2024: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
by signing up for the 2024 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can
place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
htps://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go
to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of

St. Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.

Summer Hymn Request

ELW #: Title:

Please place in the offering plate or email to Lori.




