ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

FEighth Sunday after Pentecost

SUNDAY, JULY 23, 2023

10 A.M.



INTRODUCTION

It is an age-old guestion: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus
suggests that both grow together until the bharvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set
frree from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the
promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

PRELUDE

The assembly stands. (‘*

+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who greets us in this and every season,

whose word never fails, whose promise is sure.

Congregation (C)  Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors.
Merciful God,
C we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have

squandered your blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of
Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Righteous God,

C we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked
the courage to speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive
us and grant us your mercy.

Silence is kept for reflection.

p God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we

fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy: you are freed and forgiven in the name of
Jesus Christ.

C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN 693  Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY ;
P Let us pray.

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be

rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME Noisy offering

[

+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the LLORD does not fail to come to pass. We can trust in

God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.

‘Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am the first
and I am the last; besides me there is no god. "Who is like me? Let them proclaim it, let them
declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of old the things to come? Let

them tell us what is yet to be. *Do not fear, or be afraid; have I not told you from of old and

declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any god besides me? There is no other rock; I

know not one.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 86:11-17 We sing the psalm in response to the first reading.
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Leader nTeach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk I in your truth;

give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name.

C ] will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart,
and glorify your name for- 1 evermore.

L sFor great is your | love toward me;

you have delivered me from the 1 pit of death.

C “The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent
people | seeks my life;
they have not set you be- | fore their eyes.

L sBut you, O Lotd, are gracious and full 1 of compassion,

slow to anger, and full of kind- 1 ness and truth.

C «“Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me;
give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your hand

maid.

L rShow me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be | put
to shame;

because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me.

Spoken after the Psalm is sung:

C Amen.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as
God's children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and

creation from bondage to death and decay.



2So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh—rufor if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. =For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you

have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abbal Father!” «it is that very Spirit

bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, rand if children, then heirs, heirs
of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be
glorified with him.

] consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory
about to be revealed to us. »For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the
children of God; »for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will
of the one who subjected it, in hope »that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage
to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 2We know that the
whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; zand not only the creation, but
we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. »For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen
is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? »But if we hope for what we do not see, we

wait for it with patience.

R The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Jesus tells a parable abont the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all

evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of buman bistory.

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the thirteenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

x#[Jesus| put before [the crowds| another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared
to someone who sowed good seed in his field;=but while everybody was asleep, an enemy
came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. xSo when the plants came up
and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 7And the slaves of the householder came
and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these
weeds come from?’ »He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, “Then
do you want us to go and gather them?” »But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you
would uproot the wheat along with them. »Let both of them grow together until the harvest;
and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to

2%

be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.

»Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” "He answered, “The one who sows the
good seed is the Son of Man; sthe field is the world, and the good seed are the children of
the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, »and the enemy who sowed them is
the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. «Just as the weeds are
collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. #“The Son of Man will
send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all

evildoers, »and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.

Let anyone with ears listen!”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

The assembly stands.



HYMN OF THE DAY 604

O Christ, Our Hope
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APOSTLES’ CREED
A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by

the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God.

Congregational response: Your mercy is great.

PEACE

p The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

The people greet one another with the sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly stands.



ftra
+ MEAL +

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERING HYMN
The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
p The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be
adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Congregation:
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P All people are called to Christ’s table. Come, eat what is good.

The assembly is seated.



LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central
aisle. The assisting minister offers a pouring cup (wine or grape juice). 1f you prefer to receive the wine or

Juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail. Leave the empty glass on the
rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS 485 [ _Awm the Bread of Life
689  Praise and Thanksgiving
733 Great Is Thy Faithfulness

The assembly stands.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.

We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet
table. Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who

is our dearest treasure, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed # bless,

keep, and sustain you now and to the end of the age.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN 550 On What Has Now Been Sown
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DISMISSAL
A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

A Go in peace. Go in peace. Share the harvest.

C Thanks be to God!

+++

Sundays and Seasons v.20220805.1416
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved

DEBEE MEYER DEDICATES TODAY'S ALTAR FLOWERS
TO THE GLORY OF GOD

AND IN THANKSGIVING TO HER HUSBAND STEVE

AND WHAT WOULD HAVE BEEN THEIR
45TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY.

Calendar for July 23 - 30

Juy 23 Sun.  9:00 am Book study
10:00 am Worship, Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

30 Sun.  9:00 am Book study
10:00 am Worship, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

11:30 am Congregational meeting—open forum

Next Sunday, Ninth Sunday after Pentecost:

Isaiah 44:6-8
Psalm 86:11-17

Romans 8:12-25 : QE
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
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SERVING TABLE

Serving July 23 July 30
Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom

Assisting Minister Jennifer Dritt Colleen Holdcraft
Cup Minister Audrey Post Kirsten Ebbesen
Cantor Pastor Tom Rudy Hehn
Lector Jonas Holdcraft Mark Bertolami
Altar Guild Billie Reardon
Erik Robinson
Counters Kirsten Ebbesen Audrey post
Rob Schiffer Billie Reardon
Announcements Denise Bookwalter Denise Bookwalter

PRAYER REQUESTS

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Audrey Post; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins);
Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Don Dowd; Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill
& Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency;
Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend
of Cassandra White).

In treatment for cancer: Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jenny (niece of Laura
Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy Sampson); James
Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon Simmons); Chris
Dickman (synod council member); Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve).

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus — especially those experiencing
mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those
on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical
personnel, EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.



Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of
encouragement; Angela Locke (friend of Audrey Post), for patience and strength; Becky
Button (cousin of Audrey Post), as she continues to recuperate; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt),

for physical and emotional healing.

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News;
Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth Eaton;
Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and
ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hutricanes; migrants and
asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in

Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING - Next Sunday, following worship service.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2023: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
by signing up for the 2023 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you can
place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go
to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of

St. Stephen songs? They’re at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.



https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters

