ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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INTRODUCTION

Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from Jobn 6, the first four of which focus on Jesus as
bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we
bring to Jesus’ table, seems like it is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the
adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the power of Jesus working in the
littlest and least to transform this world into the world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied.

PRELUDE
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+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor (P) Blessed be the holy Trinity, #* one God, the God of manna, the God of

miracles, the God of mercy.

Congregation (C)  Amen.
P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P God, our provider,

C help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

P Beloved people of God:

In Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of
miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, # the bread of life, you

are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN 461 AN Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
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1 All who hun-ger, gath-er  glad « ly; ho«ly man-na is our bread.

2 All who hun-ger, nev-er - strang-ers;  seck-cr, be a- wel-come guest.
3 All who hun-ger, sing to - geth - ¢r, Je «sus Chrstis  liv - ing  bread.
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You that yeam for days of fullencss, all  a-round us is our [food,
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your children a longing for
your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant that we may know your Son to be the
true bread of heaven and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ,

our Savior and Lord.

C Amen. @

(

+ WORD +
FIRST READING: 2 Kings 4:42-44

Today’ reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the successor to
Eljjah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not enough food to go around,
Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy the need.

2A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits to [Elisha,] the man of
God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the

2

people and let them eat.” “But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred

people?” So he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the LORD,

39

“They shall eat and have some left.”” #“He set it before them, they ate, and had some left,

according to the word of the LORD.

Reader The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 145:10-18  We sing the psalm responsively.
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Leader »All your works shall praise | you, O LORD,
and your faithful 1 ones shall bless you.



C 1"They shall tell of the glory | of your kingdom

and speak | of your power,

L ethat all people may know 1 of your power

and the glorious splendor 1 of your kingdom.

C sYour kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion endures
through- 1 out all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in 1 all your
works.

L “The Lord upholds all 1 those who fall

and lifts up those who I are bowed down.

C “The eyes of all wait upon | you, O LORD,
and you give them their food | in due season.

L ©You open | wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every I living thing.

C "You are righteous in | all your ways
and loving in 1 all your works.

L sYou are near to all who 1 call upon you,

to all who call up- 1 on you faithfully.

Spoken after the psalm is sung:
C Amen.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:14-21

We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human knowledge. Becanse
Christ dwells in onr hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and empowered by the ongoing presence of
the Spirit.

uFor this reason I bow my knees before the Father, *from whom every family in heaven and
on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that
you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, vand that Christ



may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. I pray
that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth and
length and height and depth, »and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so
that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.

»Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more
than all we can ask or imagine, >to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all

generations, forever and ever. Amen.

Reader The word of the Lotd.
C Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 6:1-21

In John's gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true character of God. As

such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be bronght under human control.

P The holy gospel according to John, the sixth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 2A large
crowd kept following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. :Jesus
went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples. ‘Now the Passover, the festival
of the Jews, was near. ‘When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him,

Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?”” sHe said this to test

him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. "Philip answered him, “Six months’



2

wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” *One of his disciples,
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, *“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves
and two fish. But what are they among so many people?” vJesus said, “Make the people sit
down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down,

about five thousand in all. "Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. #*When
they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather up the fragments left over, so that nothing
may be lost.” :So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five

barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. “When the people saw
the sign that he had done, they began to say, “This is indeed the prophet who is to come into
the world.”

sWhen Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king,

he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.

©When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, rgot into a boat, and started across
the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. ¥The sea
became rough because a strong wind was blowing. *When they had rowed about three or
four miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were
terrified. »But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 2Then they wanted to take him into
the boat, and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going.

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.



HYMN OF THE DAY 729 The Church of Christ, in Every Age (vs. 1-3)
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A
C

Let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God.

Congregational response: Your mercy is great.

PEACE

P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

F+

OFFERING

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.



OFFERING HYMN 679  For the Fruit of All Creation (v. 1)
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened
to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Comel!

The assembly is seated.

LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central

aisle. The assisting ministers offer both the common cup (wine) and a pouring cup (wine or grape juice). If

_you prefer to receive the wine or juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail.
Leave the empty glass on the rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMN

469

By Your Hand You Feed Your People
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The assembly stands.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with

your own life. In your name we pray.

C Amen.

+ SENDING +
BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, * be

upon you now and forever.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN 674  Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ
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Je-sus lives a-gain, earth can breathe a-gain, pass the Word a-round: loaves a - bound!
Text: Fred Kaan, b, 1929

Musie: LINSTEAD, Jamaican folk tune; adapt Doreen Potter, 1925-1980
Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights ceserved. Used by permission.

DISMISSAL
P We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:
C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share

their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

C Thanks be to God.
+++
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FLOWERS ARE GIVEN
TO THE GLORY OF GOD
BY MARK AND SUE CANNING,

IN THANKSGIVING FOR THEIR
50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY.

Calendar for July 25 - August 1

July 25 Sun.  10:00 am Worship with communion, Ninth Sunday after

Pentecost
28 Wed. noon Bible study (online)
Aug. 01 Sun.  10:00 am Worship, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Next Sunday’s Readings, Tenth Sunday after Pentecost:

Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15
Psalm 78:23-29
Ephesians 4:1-16

John 6:24-35
Serving July 25 August 01

Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom

Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom

Assisting Minister Beth Alexander Colleen Holdcraft
Susan Warren

Lector Judi Duffy Jonas Holdcraft

Altar Guild Beth Alexander Linda Eshleman
Erin Kenney

Counters Kirsten Ebbesen Audrey Post
Rob Schiffer Billie Reardon

Announcements Pastor Tom Pastor Tom



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2021-8&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2021-8&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2021-8&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2021-8&eventDateId=0

PRAYER REQUESTS

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd,;
Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid
arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan
Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); Gerhard Hofer
(brother-in-law of Ridy Hofer).

In treatment for cancer: Stephanie Barber; Cathie Nitti (niece of Sharon Simmons); Jenny
(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy
Sampson); James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Isabell Cintron (friend of Sharon
Simmons); Sarah Lucas (friend of Cassandra White); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon
Simmons); Chris Dickman (synod council member), child of Pr. Katrina Foster (friend of
Cheryl).

For health and protection: For all affected by coronavirus: those experiencing mental
health difficulties due to isolation; those with the disease struggling to recover; those on the
front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personnel,
EMTs, the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children entering the
US, including those “unaccounted for”.

For prisoners: Femi and Eddie; all those on death row.

Other concerns: Karen Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton).

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Congregational Council; The Florida-Bahamas Synod
Council, all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good
News; Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and

ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all recovering in the Florida Panhandle from Hurricane Michael,
including Messiah Lutheran Church; the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
continuing to recover from hurricanes; migrants fleeing violence in Central America; all
those migrants and asylum seckers imprisoned by the US government; the people of
Venezuela (birthplace of Bp. Suarez) and Hong Kong; for the Supreme Court as it considers
cases involving the LGBTQ community.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: Now that we are back to in-person worship service, we are in

need of more worship assistants, mainly Cup Ministers. If you are interested, please contact
Lori in the office.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2021: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
and signing up for the 2021 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you
can place that in the offering plate.

RSVP FOR NEXT WEEK: Remember to use the Sign-up Genius to reserve your spot for
worship service (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbcl6-sunday ). The deadline

is noon on the Friday before worship. The calendar has dates available throughout the

summer.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbc16-sunday

