ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SUNDAY, AUGUST 4, 2024

10 A.M.



INTRODUCTION
Apparently not satisfied by Jesus’ feeding of thousands, some who were there press him for a sign of his power;

perbaps it is daily manna they want. As alhways in John’s gospel when people want a sign, Jesus offers

himself. He is the bread come from heaven to give life to the world. He calls us to come to hin and believe in

him, and through that relationship to know the one who sent hins.

PRELUDE

The assembly stands.

a

+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, #* one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles,
the God of mercy.

C Amen.

P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence for reflection.

P God, our provider,
help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to
our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share
with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

p Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and

nourished. By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough.

Through Jesus, *# the bread of life, you are shown God’s metcy: you are forgiven

and loved into abundant life.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN 413 Holy, Holy, Hoby, Lord God Almighty! (requested hymmn)
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Y;
P Let us pray.
O God, eternal goodness, immeasurable love, you place your gifts before us; we eat

and are satisfied. Fill us and this world in all its need with the life that comes only

from you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME

H

(

+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Exodus 16:2-4, 9-15

A food crisis becomes a faith crisis for the Israelites in the wilderness. The hungry people forget God's saving
work in the exodus, and they wish for the food they had in Egypt. Nevertheless, God miraculonsly meets their

needs, with manna for bread and guail for meat.

*The whole congregation of the Israelites complained against Moses and Aaron in the
wilderness. *The Israelites said to them, “If only we had died by the hand of the Lord in the
land of Egypt, when we sat by the fleshpots and ate our fill of bread; for you have brought

us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

“Then the Lord said to Moses, “I am going to rain bread from heaven for you, and each day
the people shall go out and gather enough for that day. In that way I will test them, whether

they will follow my instruction or not.”

’Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to

595 1C

the Lotd, for he has heard your complaining.”” ""And as Aaron spoke to the whole
congregation of the Israelites, they looked toward the wilderness, and the glory of the Lord

appeared in the cloud. '"The Lord spoke to Moses and said, '*“I have heard the complaining



of the Israelites; say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the morning you shall
have your fill of bread; then you shall know that I am the Lord your God.””

"In the evening quails came up and covered the camp; and in the morning there was a layer
of dew around the camp. *When the layer of dew lifted, there on the surface of the
wilderness was a fine flaky substance, as fine as frost on the ground. "When the Israelites
saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?”” For they did not know what it was. Moses said

to them, “It is the bread that the Lord has given you to eat.”

Reader The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 78:23-29 We sing the psalm responsively.
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Leader #So God commanded the ! clouds above

and opened the | doors of heaven,

C *taining down manna upon ! them to eat
and giving them | grain from heaven.

L S0 mortals ate the | bread of angels;
God provided for them | food enough.

C %The Lord caused the east wind to blow ! in the heavens
and powerfully led out ! the south wind,

L “raining down flesh upon ! them like dust
and flying birds like the sand | of the seas,

C *letting them fall in the midst | of the camp
and round a- | bout the dwellings.

L *So the people ate and | were well filled,
for God gave them | what they craved.



Spoken after the psalm is sung:
Amen.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:1-16

Christians share fundamental unity and diversity. Our unity consists in the one body, one Spirit, one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, and one God. Our diversity is expressed in various forms of ministry whose goal is

equipping the saints and building up Christ’s one bod).

'T therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which
you have been called, *with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one
another in love, *making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. “There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your
calling, >one Lord, one faith, one baptism, ‘one God and Father of all, who is above all and

through all and in all.

"But each of us was given grace according to the measure of Christ’s gift. $Therefore it is
said, “When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his
people.”

’(When it says, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that he had also descended into the
lower parts of the earth? '"He who descended is the same one who ascended far above all
the heavens, so that he might fill all things.) '"The gifts he gave were that some would be
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, *to equip the saints
for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until all of us come to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the measure of
the full stature of Christ. "“We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown
about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful
scheming. "But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who

is the head, into Christ, "*from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every
ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working propetly, promotes the body’s
growth in building itself up in love.

R The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



The assembly stands.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Congregation:
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GOSPEL:  John 6:24-35
Many of the five thousand people Jesus fed in the wilderness continued to follow him throughont the

countryside. Jesus challenges them to consider the real nature of their quest.

P The holy gospel according to John, the sixth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

*When the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were [beside the sea,] they

themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus.

*When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you
come here?” *Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not
because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the
food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will
give you. For it is on him that God the Father has set his seal.” **Then they said to him,
“What must we do to perform the works of God?” *’Jesus answered them, “This is the work
of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” *’So they said to him, “What sign are
you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you
performing? >'Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them

bread from heaven to eat.’” *Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not



Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who gives you the true
bread from heaven. *For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and

gives life to the world.” *They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”

*Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungty, and

whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching. Denise Bookwalter

The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY 474 Bread of Life from Heaven
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RECEPTION OF CONFIRMAND AND NEW MEMBERS
BY AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

Presentation

P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us
in the body of Christ, who are today joining the congregation of St. Stephen
Lutheran Church by making public affirmation of their baptism.

A representative of the congregation presents those making affirmation.

P I present the following siblings, who desire to make public affirmation of their
baptism.

Andrew Stover, Armand Stover, Bastian Stover, Emily Stover, and Astrid van der Marfk

P Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for these siblings, whom you have made your own by
water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them
with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold
your servant in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom

you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ.

C Amen.

The assembly stands.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. The assembly joins in the

responses.



P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the

church.
P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?

Response:

I renounce them.
p Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?

Response:

I renounce them.
P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response:

I renounce them.
The presiding minister addresses the assenbly.

P Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

p Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.



AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism.

P

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the

covenant God made with you in holy baptism: to live among God's faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, to proclaim the good news
of God in Christ through word and deed, to serve all people, following the example

of Jesus, and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?

Each person responds:

C

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

The minister addyesses the assembly.

P

C

People of God, do you promise to support these brothers and sisters and pray for
them in their life in Christ?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you

give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.

Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear

of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.

Amen.

Those mafking public affirmation stand and face the assembly. A representative of the congregation

addresses the assembly.

P
C

Let us rejoice with these siblings in Christ.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and
praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends: Merciful God,

Congregational response: receive our prayer.

PEACE
p The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.

fhrd
+ MEAL +

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERING HYMN
The assembly stands to sing the offering hymmn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.



Refrain

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.




It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our
Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his
glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your

name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.
THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Comel!

The assembly is seated.
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central

aisle. The assisting ministers offer both the common cup (wine) and a pouring cup (wine or grape juzce). If
you prefer to receive the wine or juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail.
Leave the empty glass on the rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor.

Communion Hymns 608  Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling (requested hynmn)
477 I Received the Living God
472 Eat This Bread

The assembly stands.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with

your own life. In your name we pray.

C Amen.

+ SENDING +
BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, # be up

on you now and forever.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

SENDING HYMN 654 The Church’s One Foundation (requested hynmn)
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DISMISSAL
A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

A Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

C Thanks be to God!
++ +
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Jan Harrison dedicates today’s altar flowers

to the glory of God and in honor of Jerry’s birthday.

Calendar for August 4 - 11
August 4 Sun. 9:00 am Book study

10:00 am Worship, Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

August 11 Sun. 9:00 am Book study
10:00 am Worship, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
11:30 am Congregational meeting

Next Sunday’s Readings, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost:

1 Kings 19:4-8
Psalm 34:1-8
Ephesians 4:25—5:2
John 6:35, 41-51



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-8-11/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-8-11/0
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SERVING EVERY SUNDAY

Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching
Katharine Gossman, piano

Karl Barton, flute

Denise Bookwalter, announcements

Choir: Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Judi Dufty, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita Ford,
Martin Guttenplan, Vicki Guttenplan, Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor
Tom Holdcraft, Sandy Ness, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY

Serving August 4 August 11
Assisting Minister Audrey Post Colleen Holdcraft
Cup Minister Rita Ford Rob Schiffer
Cantor Karl Barton Pr. Tom
Lector Jennifer Buchanan Jonas Holdcraft
Acolyte Ceilia Greeley or Graham Reece or Bastian Stover
Colin Hacklet Caroline Collins
Tech Team . . .
Cindy Suhrweir Sandy Lamb-Daniels
Jan Harrison
Ushers Bob Eshleman .
Lawana Lamb-Daniels
. . Linda Eshleman
Altar Guild Billie Reardon .
Barbara Sullivan
Margaret Bowers Margaret Bowers
Counters

Patricia Handschy Rob Schiffer




PRAYER REQUESTS

New concerns: Sue Berent (sister of Sharon Simmons) for comfort and peace at end of
life; Wayne McCully (friend of Audrey Post), undergoing dialysis for kidney failure; Gladys

Kane for continued healing.

For the sick: Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik
Robinson); Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White);
Laura McDuffie (sister of Rob Schiffer), diagnosed with primary immunodeficiency and

Sjogren's syndrome.

In treatment for cancer: Ruth Hartung; Scott Simmons (son of Sharon Simmons); Gordon
Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jim Saxman (uncle of Rob Schiffer); Jenny (niece of Laura
Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer);
Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Laura Ketchum-Jahn, (friend of Cheryl & Steve);
Aubrey Thonvold (Reconciling Works Exec. Dir.); Judy Renwick (friend of Judi Dufty); Gil
Johnson (friend of Judi Duffy); Amanda George (daughter-in-law of Rob Schiffer); David
McManus (friend of Audrey Post); Shannon Miller (friend of Barb ODonnell); Becky Graves
(friend of Ridy Hofer).

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus — especially those experiencing
mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those
on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical
personnel, EMTSs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”
For prisoners: All those on Death Row.

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of
encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing; Steve

Michael (cousin of Rob Schiffer), in rehab after a serious accident.

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News;
Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Our Savior Lutheran
Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry; St. Paul Lutheran
Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hutricanes; migrants and
asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in
Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

OWLs (Older Wiser Lutherans) will resume in August with a luncheon at 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 13, in the fellowship hall. It’s a “Bring Your Own Lunch” event where we’ll

plan future luncheon events.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2024: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
by signing up for the 2024 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can
place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go
to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of

St. Stephen songs? They're at hetps://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.

Summer Hymn Request

ELW #: Title:

Please place in the offering plate or email to Lori.




