ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

ELEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

August 8, 2021
10:00 a.m.



INTRODUCTION

Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and whoever eats this bread has eternal
life now and will be raised on the last day. In Ephesians Paul tells us what this life Jesus gives us looks like,
this life we live as those marked with the seal of the Holy Spirit in baptism. We live in love, as Christ loved
us and gave himself up for us. The whole purpose of life is giving yourself for the other.

PRELUDE

(ﬁ

+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor (P) Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, the God of manna, the God of
miracles, the God of mercy.

Congregation (C)  Amen.
P Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P God, our provider,

help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways
when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our
own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn?
Share with us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

P Beloved people of God:

In Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. By Jesus, the worker of
miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, " the bread of life, you

are shown God’s mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life.

C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN 793 Be Thou My Vision (vs.1-3)
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my (rue word;
3 Rich-cs I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - ry won,
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naught be  all else to e, save that thou art:
I ev - cr with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - lance, now and al - wayst
may I reach heav -en’s joys, O  hecav - en's Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’'s shel - ter, and  thou my high tow'r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in my heart,
Heart of my own hecart, what - cv -er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - cnee  my light.
raise thou me heav’n - ward, Pow'r of my pow'r.
great God  of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still be ‘my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Ieish, 8th cent; vers, Ekanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byme, 1880-1931

Music: SLANE, Trish traditional

GREETING
P

Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the



HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain
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who was slain, whose blood set us free  to be peo - ple of God.

Final refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread that
gives life to the world. Give us this bread always, that he may live in us and we in
him, and that, strengthened by this food, we may live as his body in the world,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
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+ WORD +

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:4-8

First Kings chapter 18 describes the contest between Elijah and the prophets of Baal. The contest proves that
the LLORD is God, and afterward Eljjah orders the killing of the Baal prophets. Angered by the deaths of her
prophets, Queen Jezebel threatens to kill Eljjah. This reading finds Elijab fleeing, fatigued, and in utter
despair.

+[Elijah] went a day’s journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary
broom tree. He asked that he might die: “It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for
I'am no better than my ancestors.”sThen he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep.
Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, “Get up and eat.” <He looked, and there at
his head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down
again. "The angel of the LORD came a second time, touched him, and said, “Get up and eat,
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otherwise the journey will be too much for you.” sHe got up, and ate and drank; then he

went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God.

Reader The word of the Lotd.
C Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 34:1-8 We sing the psalm responsively.
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Leader I will bless the LLORD! at all times;
the praise of God shall ever be | in my mouth.

C 2] will glory 1 in the LORD;
let the lowly hear | and rejoice.

L ‘Proclaim with me the greatness | of the LORD;

let us exalt God’s | name together.

C I sought the LORD, who ' answered me
and delivered me from | all my terrors.



L sLook upon the LORD! and be radiant,

and let not your faces I be ashamed.

C oI called in my affliction, and | the LORD heard me
and saved me from 1 all my troubles.

L "The angel of the LORD encamps around those who 1 fear the LORD

and de- 1 livers them.

C “Taste and see that the | LORD is good;
happy are they who take ref- | uge in God!

Spoken after the psalm is sung:
C Amen.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 4:25--5:2

Christians are called to be imitators of God. This does not mean Christians are perfect. Rather, the Spirit is
at work. in our lives so that our actions and attitudes genninely reflect the love and forgiveness we have received
through Christ and his death.

=50 then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are
members of one another. »Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your
anger, 7and do not make room for the devil. #Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them
labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the
needy. »Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as
there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. *And do not grieve the
Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. »Put
away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with
all malice, »and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in
Christ has forgiven you. s'Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live in

love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Reader The word of the Lozrd.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

) .
& — i — T m— E' —t
) ' m— . i  m—

Al-le -lu - ia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
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words of e -ter - nal Iife. Al-le-lu - 1a. Al-le-lu - 1a.

GOSPEL:  John 6:35, 41-51

Alfter feeding more than five thousand people in the wilderness, Jesus teaches them regarding the true
significance of this remarkable sign.

P The holy gospel according to John, the sixth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

»Jesus said to [the crowd,] “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. #Then the Jews began to complain
about him because he said, “I am the bread that came down from heaven.” «They were
saying, “Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can
he now say, ‘I have come down from heaven’?” sJesus answered them, “Do not complain
among yourselves. “No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father who sent me; and 1
will raise that person up on the last day. It is written in the prophets, ‘And they shall all be
taught by God.” Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me. «Not
that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father.
vVery truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. *Your
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. »This is the bread that comes down
from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. I am the living bread that came down
from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for
the life of the world is my flesh.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.



HYMN OF THE DAY 542 O Living Bread from Heaven (175. 1-3)
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: God, in_your mercy,

Congregational response: bear our prayer.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

ANTHEM  We Walk by Faith - Haugen
Isabel Barton and Jake Hartung, vocalists



OFFERING HYMN 679  For the Fruit of All Creation (v. 1)
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now

and forever. Amen.

+ SENDING +
BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, # be

upon you now and forever.

C Amen.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN

Let Us Now Appland Isabel

(Sung to the tune of 674 - Let us Talents and Tongues Employ; lyries by Ron Hartung)
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1 Let wus now applaud Is - a - bel. As our can-tor,she’s sung so well.

2 SBhe gavelife to our prayers out loud, sil- ver lin-ing on COVID’s cloud.
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When we worshipped at home, a - lone,

your voice worked to up - lift

our own.

Now you're off to hor - i zons new, Please remember that we love you.
0 Refrain
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Thankyou, Is - a-bel. We can ne - ver tell you how much you have meant this year.

Is - a- bel, Godspeed! How you met

DISMISSAL

Thanks be to God.

We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.

+++

our need. Your pure voice was a

gift from God.

to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share
their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.
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FLOWERS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD
AND IN GRATITUDE TO MY

ST. STEPHEN FAMILY.

BY AUDREY POST

Calendar for August 8-15
Aug. 08 Sun. 10:00 am

Blessing of the backpacks
11 Wed. noon
Aug. 15 Sun. 10:00 am

Bible study (online)

Worship, Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost,

Worship, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost

Next Sunday’s Readings, Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost:

Proverbs 9:1-6
Psalm 34:9-14
Ephesians 5:15-20

ohn 6:51-58
Serving August 08 August 15
Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Assisting Minister Jennifer Dritt Kirsten Ebbesen
Lector Jennifer Buchanan Chris Reece
Altar Guild Audrey Post Beth Alexander
Billie Reardon Erin Kenney
Counters Bob Eshleman Margaret Bowers
Linda Eshleman Patricia Handschy

Announcements

Pastor Tom

Pastor Tom



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-8-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-8-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-8-15/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-8-15/0

PRAYER REQUESTS

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd,;
Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid
arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan
Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); Gerhard Hofer
(brother-in-law of Ridy Hofer).

In treatment for cancer: Stephanie Barber; Cathie Nitti (niece of Sharon Simmons); Jenny
(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy
Sampson); James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Isabell Cintron (friend of Sharon
Simmons); Sarah Lucas (friend of Cassandra White); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon
Simmons); Chris Dickman (synod council member), child of Pr. Katrina Foster (friend of
Cheryl).

For health and protection: For all affected by coronavirus: those experiencing mental
health difficulties due to isolation; those with the disease struggling to recover; those on the
front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personnel,
EMTs, the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children entering the
US, including those “unaccounted for”.

For prisoners: Femi and Eddie; all those on death row.

Other concerns: Karen Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton).

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Congregational Council; The Florida-Bahamas Synod
Council, all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good
News; Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and

ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all recovering in the Florida Panhandle from Hurricane Michael,
including Messiah Lutheran Church; the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
continuing to recover from hurricanes; migrants fleeing violence in Central America; all
those migrants and asylum seckers imprisoned by the US government; the people of
Venezuela (birthplace of Bp. Suarez) and Hong Kong; for the Supreme Court as it considers
cases involving the LGBTQ community.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: Now that we are back to in-person worship service, we are in

need of more worship assistants, mainly Cup Ministers. If you are interested, please contact
Lori in the office.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2021: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
and signing up for the 2021 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you
can place that in the offering plate.

RSVP FOR NEXT WEEK: Remember to use the Sign-up Genius to reserve your spot for
worship service (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbcl6-sunday ). The deadline

is noon on the Friday before worship. The calendar has dates available throughout the

summer.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbc16-sunday

