ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 2023

10 A.M.



INTRODUCTION

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the delight of
his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’” words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples they will find their
lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to associate with the lowly and
not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we might offer ourselves for the sake of our

suffering world.

PRELUDE

The assembly stands. (‘&

+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be God, the one who forms us, #* Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who

makes our joy complete.

Congregation (C)  Amen.
P Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Steadfast and faithful God,

C you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what
we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your
creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor,
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

P Beloved in Christ,
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond

compate. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In ¥ Christ, you are

already and always forgiven.

C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN 710 Let Streams of Living Justice
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Y

P Let us pray.

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of
the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us

strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME

[

+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 15:15-21

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the .ORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him and
God's seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be allowed to

continue in bis strenuous ministry. Jeremial is strengthened by the simple words, “1 am with yon.”

0O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my
persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account I suffer
insult. “Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and the
delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. "I did not sit in
the company of merrymakers, nor did I rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation. ¥*Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable,

refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail.

vTherefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you shall stand
before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my
mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to them. »And I will make you
to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight against you, but they shall not prevail
over you, for I am with you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD. =1 will deliver you

out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.



Reader The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 26:1-8 We sing the psalm in response to the first reading.
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Leader 'Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived 1 with integrity;
I have trusted in the LORD and 1 have not faltered.

C ‘Test me, O | LORD, and try me;
examine my heart | and my mind.

L sFor your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes;
I have walked faithful- 1 ly with you.

C I have not sat | with the worthless,
nor do I consort with | the deceitful.

L 5] have hated the company of 1 evildoers;
I will not sit down 1 with the wicked.

C I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD,
that I may go in procession | round your altar,

L rsinging aloud a song 1 of thanksgiving

and recounting all your won- 1 derful deeds.

C sLORD, I LOVE THE HOUSE IN | WHICH YOU DWELL
and the place where your glo- | ry abides.

Spoken after the Psalm is sung:

C Amen.



SECOND READING: Romans 12:9-21

Panl presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the
unflagging standard of our bebavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to
overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at
peace with all people.

"Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; ©love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 1Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in
spirit, serve the Lord. =Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.

sContribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers.

“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who
rejoice, weep with those who weep. ©Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty,
but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. "Do not repay anyone
evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. *If it is possible, so far

as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. »Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave
room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the
Lord.” »No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them
something to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 2Do

not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

R The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 16:21-28

Alfter Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiab, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the
ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a

“rock.”

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

2From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the
elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. 2And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never

2

happen to you.” zBut he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind not on divine things but on

human things.”

#Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. =For those who want to save their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. xFor what will it profit them if
they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

2“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will
repay everyone for what has been done. *Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who

will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”



P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

The assembly stands.

HYMN OF THE DAY 798 Will You Come and Follow Me
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APOSTLES’ CREED
A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: Merciful God,

Congregational response: receive our prayer.

PEACE

p The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

The people greet one another with the sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly stands.



OFFERING

iy

+ MEAL +

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERING HYMN

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.

Refrain
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
p The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be
adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Congregation:
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.

The assembly is seated.



LAMB OF GOD

Congregation: Congregation or Assistant.
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central
aisle. The assisting minister offers a pouring cup (wine or grape juice). 1f you prefer to receive the wine or

Juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail. Leave the empty glass on the
rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS 742 What a Friend We Have in Jesus (requested hynmn)
790  Day by Day
808  Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song

The assembly stands.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the
joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world

to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray.

C Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The God of gloty, *F Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in

you, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN 856  How Great Thou Art (requested hymn)
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DISMISSAL
A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

Go in peace. Go in peace. Share the harvest.

C Thanks be to God!
+++

Sundays and Seasons v.20220805.1416
Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved

TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS

ARE DEDICATED TO
THE GLORY OF GOD.

Calendar for September 3 - 10

Sep. 03  Sun. 9:00 am Book study
10:00 am Worship, Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

06 Wed.  7:00 pm Choir practice

10 Sun.  9:00 am Book study
9:30 am Choir practice
10:00 am Worship, Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Next Sunday, Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost:

Jeremiah 15:15-21
Psalm 26:1-8

Romans 12:9-21 L/:‘#Q

Matthew 16:21-28
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SERVING TABLE

Serving September 03 September 10
Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom

Assisting Minister Jennifer Dritt Audrey Post

Cup Minister Susan Warren Rob Schiffer
Lector Ron Hartung Colleen Holdcraft

Tech Team Colleen Holdcraft Rudy Hehn

Jonas Holdcraft Jonas Holdcraft
. Linda Eshleman Rita Ford
Altar Guild .
Barbara Sullivan Susan Warren
Margaret Bowers Debee Meyer
Counters

Greta Scavone Susan Warren

Announcements Denise Bookwalter Denise Bookwalter

New concerns: Val Sullivan awaiting lung transplant; Steve Walits (cousin of Rob Schiffer),

PRAYER REQUESTS

hospitalized after a serious accident.

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Audrey Post; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins);

Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Don Dowd; Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill

& Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency;

Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend

of Cassandra White).

In treatment for cancer: Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jenny (niece of Laura

Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy Sampson); James

Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon Simmons); Chris

Dickman (synod council member); Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve).

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus — especially those experiencing

mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those

on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical

personnel, EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”




For prisoners: All those on Death Row.

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of
encouragement; Angela Locke (friend of Audrey Post), for patience and strength; Becky
Button (cousin of Audrey Post), as she continues to recuperate; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt),

for physical and emotional healing.

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News;
Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth Eaton;
Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and

ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hutricanes; migrants and
asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in
Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHOIR PRACTICE: Choir rehearsals begin this Wednesday, Sept. 6 at 7 p.m. in the
Fellowship hall and Sunday choir rehearsals begin Sept. 10 at 9:30 a.m., also in Fellowship
hall.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2023: Do you have an anniversary, birthday, or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
by signing up for the 2023 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you can
place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
htps://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go
to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of

St. Stephen songs? They’re at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.



https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters

