ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

SUNDAY, OCTOBER, 2023

10 A.M.



INTRODUCTION

Jesus’ parable about two sons who don’t do what they say reveals surprises in the reign of God. In the
reading from Ezekiel the people claim the ways of the Lord are unfair, while God offers repentance and new
life. Paunl urges us to look to Christ as a model of humility, putting the interests of others above our own.
Nourished by the broken bread and shared cup, we offer our lives for the sake of onr needy world.

PRELUDE

The assembly stands. (‘&

+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be God, the one who forms us, #* Jesus who bears the cross, the Spirit who

makes our joy complete.

Congregation (C)  Amen.
p Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Steadfast and faithful God,

C you have revealed the ways of justice, yet we fail to follow you. We are
overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. We are afraid to risk what
we have for the sake of others. For the harm we have caused, known and
unknown, forgive us. For the unjust demands we place on others and your
creation, forgive us. For the ways we turn away from you and our neighbor,
forgive us. Lead us back to you and set us on the right path; in the name of
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

P Beloved in Christ,

God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. God’s compassion is beyond

compate. In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. In =¥ Christ, you are

already and always forgiven.

C Amen.
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY Y

P Let us pray.

God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME

[

+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32

Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or who

think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live.

The word of the LORD came to me: :2What do you mean by repeating this proverb
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth
are set on edge”? *As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in
Israel. ‘Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is

mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.

»Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? *When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed they shall die. 7Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. zBecause they
considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they

shall surely live; they shall not die. »Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord is

unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair?

wTherefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your

ruin. #Cast away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get



yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? =For I have no

pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-9 We sing the psalm in response to the first reading.
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Leader 'To 1 you, O LORD,
I lift 1 up my soul.
C :My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,

nor let my enemies triumph | over me.

L sLet none who look to you be 1 put to shame;

rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.

C ‘Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths.

L sLead me in your I truth and teach me,
for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day
long.

C sRemember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.

L 'Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
good- I ness, O LORD.

C sYou are gracious and up- | right, O LORD;
therefore you teach sinners | in your way.



L *You lead the low- 1 ly in justice
and teach the low- 1 ly your way.

Spoken after the Psalm is sung:

C Amen.

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Panl uses a very early Christian hymn that extols the
selflessness of Christ in bis obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential
perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord.

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, :make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having
the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. :Do nothing from selfish ambition or
conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. ‘Let each of you look not to
your own interests, but to the interests of others. sLet the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus, swho, though he was in the form of God, did not regard quality with God as
something to be exploited, "but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in
human likeness. And being found in human form, she humbled himself and became

obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross.

’Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name,
3o that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the
earth, nand every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

“Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but
much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling;
»for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good

pleasure.

R The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His anthority is
questioned by the religions leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple.

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twentieth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

»When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him
as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave
you this authority?” »Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the
answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. »Did the baptism of
John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If
we say, ‘From heaven,” he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?” xBut if we say,
‘Of human origin,” we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” So they
answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what
authority I am doing these things.

»“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work
in the vineyard today.” #»He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went.
»The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not
go. "Which of the two did the will of his father?”” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them,
“Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God
ahead of you. 2For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe
him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you
did not change your minds and believe him.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.



The assembly is seated.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

The assembly stands.
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RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS BY AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

PRESENTATION

p Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us
in the body of Christ, who are today joining the congregation of St. Stephen
Lutheran Church by making public affirmation of their baptism.

A representative of the congregation presents those making affirmation.

I present the following sisters, who desire to make public affirmation of their
baptism.
Lawana Lamb-Daniels and Sandy Lamb-Daniels

P Let us pray.

Merciful God, we thank you for these siblings in Christ, whom you have made

your own by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself,
enlightened them with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the
community of faith. Uphold your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and
unite the hearts of all whom you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name
of Christ.

Amen.

The assembly stands.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. The assembly may join in the
responses.

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the
church.

p Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God?
Response:

I renounce them.

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?



Response:

I renounce them.

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God?
Response:

I renounce them.

The presiding minister addresses the assenbly.

Do you believe in God the Father?

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism.

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the

covenant God made with you in holy baptism:

to live among God's faithful people,

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper,

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,
to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?



Each person responds:

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.

The minister addresses the assenbly.

P

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and pray for them in their
life in Christ?

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you

give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life.

Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit:
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,

the spirit of counsel and might,

the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence,

both now and forever.

Amen.

Let us rejoice with these siblings in Christ.

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. Together we will give thanks and
praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: Merciful God,

Congregational response: receive our prayer.

PEACE

P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.



fhra
+ MEAL +

OFFERING

Abn offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

ANTHEM  “Jesus, Feed Us” - Makeever, arr. Wentzel

Bread of life, our host and meal,
Jesus, feed us.

Christ, by faith, to see and feel,
feed us with your love.

Bread now break and wine now pour,
Jesus, feed us.

Make us one, our hope restore;

feed us with your love.

Grant forgiveness in the feast-
Jesus, feed us.

For the greatest and the least;
feed us with your love.

Thank you for this gift we share.
Jesus, feed us.

Save God's children ev'rywhere;
feed us with your love.



OFFERING HYMN
The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.

Refrain
Congregation:
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Text and Music: Marty Haugen; © 1990, GIA Publications, Inc.
GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ. You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit: equal in majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be
adored in your eternal glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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The presiding minister continnes to give thanks.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live.

The assembly is seated.
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central
aisle. "T'he assisting minister offers a pouring cup (wine or grape juice). 1f you prefer to receive the wine or
Juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail. I eave the empty glass on the
rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS 331 Ay the Deer Runs to the River
531 The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing
806 O God, My Faithful God

The assembly stands.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the
joy and delight of our hearts. Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world

to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray.

C Amen.
+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The God of glory, *F Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in

you, bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN 677 This Little Light of Mine
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DISMISSAL
A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

A Go in peace. Go in peace. Share the harvest.
C Thanks be to God!
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ROB SCHIFFER DEDICATES TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN HONOR OF THE 8TH

ANNIVERSARY OF ROB AND DONNA’S FIRST DATE.

Calendar for October 01—08

Oct. 1 Sun.  9:00 am Book étudy
9:30 am Choir practice
10:00 am Worship, Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost

4 Wed.  7:00 pm Choir practice

8 Sun.  9:00 am Book study
9:30 am Choir practice
10:00 am Worship, Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost




Next Sunday, Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost:

Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:7-15

Philippians 3:4b-14

Matthew 21:33-46

LI

SERVING TABLE
Serving October 01 October 08
Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom
Assisting Minister Jennifer Dritt Kirsten Ebbesen
Cup Minister Beth Alexander Jennifer Dritt
Lector Mark Greeley Jen Reece
Caroline Collins Jonas Holdcraft
Tech Team Audrey Post Audrey Post
Altar Guild Rita Ford Linda Eshleman
Erik Robinson Barbara Sullivan
Counters li‘xu.drey Post Greta Scavone
Billie Reardon Susan Warren
Announcements Denise Bookwalter Denise Bookwalter



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2023-10-8/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2023-10-8/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2023-10-8/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/Index/2023-10-8/0

PRAYER REQUESTS

New concerns: The family of Mike Martinez and Nancy Staff, mourning the loss of Mike’s
mother, Judith Kent; Debee Meyer as she prepares for upcoming surgery; Steve Michael

(cousin of Rob Schiffer), in rehab after a serious accident.

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Sallie Robinson
(wife of Erik Robinson); Don Dowd; Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie
Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa
Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of
Cassandra White).

In treatment for cancer: Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jenny (niece of Laura
Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy Sampson); James
Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon Simmons); Chris
Dickman (synod council member); Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Laura Ketchum-
Jahn, (friend of Cheryl & Steve.

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus — especially those experiencing
mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those
on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical
personnel, EMTSs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”
For prisoners: All those on Death Row.

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of

encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing.

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News;
Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth Eaton;
Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and

ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and
asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in
Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East.



ANNOUNCEMENTS
OWLs GATHERING: OWLS Luncheon at Café de Martin (outside) at 11:30 a.m. on
Tuesday, Oct. 10. RSVP to Margaret: ambowersfl@gmail.com

TALLAHASSEE SWING BAND AT AMERICAN LEGION: Tuesday, Oct. 17-
6:30 p.m. - Dance lessons (free); 7:30-10:00 band music ($6.00)

FLOWER CHART FOR 2023: Do you have an anniversary, birthday, or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
by signing up for the 2023 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you can
place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go
to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of

St. Stephen songs? They're at hetps://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.



