ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY

November 21, 2021
10:00 a.m.



INTRODUCTION

Even after Israel had experienced the vagaries of kings, the people still longed for a true king to set things
right. He would have the king’s title of Anointed One (Messiah); he would be the “one like a human

being” (Son of Man) given dominion in Daniel’s vision. Jesus is given these titles, even though he is nothing
like an earthly king. His anthority comes from the truth to which he bears witness, and those who recognize
the truth voluntarily listen to him. We look forward to the day he is given dominion, knowing his victory will
be the nonviolent victory of love.

PRELUDE

(ﬁ

+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor (P) In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation (C)  Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another .
Silence is kept for reflection.

P Have mercy on us, O God.

We confess that we have sinned against you and against our neighbor. We
have built walls instead of tables and have turned away the stranger. We have
sought glory for ourselves and have treasured that which does not satisfy.
Help us to love as you love, to welcome those you send, and to treasure
mercy and justice. Turn us from our ways to your ways, and free us to serve
those in need. Amen.

P God, who makes all things new, forgives your sins for *F Jesus’ sake and remembers

them no more. Lift up your heads and your hearts. Yours is the kingdom of God.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.



GATHERING HYMN 408  Come, Thon Almighty King
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Text: source unkaown, ¢, 1737, alt,
Music: [TALLAN HYM, Felice de Guntini. 1716-1796
GREETING
p The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE

Refrain
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and
sovereign forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power
of sin, may be united by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.



CHILDREN’S SERMON @
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+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14

To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they were
experiencing wonld never end. Daniel’s message is: 1t shall end. The Ancient One, who is judge, will call all

nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the Messiah.

°As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his throne, his clothing
was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure wool; his throne was fiery flames, and
its wheels were burning fire. ©A stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence. A
thousand thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.

The court sat in judgment, and the books were opened.

»As I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with the clouds of
heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented before him. #To him was given
dominion and glory and kingship, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one

that shall never be destroyed.

Reader The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 93 We sing the psalm responsively.
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Leader 'The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and 1 armed
with strength.
The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- 1 not be moved.

C :Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established;

you are from | everlasting.



L “The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice;

the waters have lifted up their 1 pounding waves.

C ‘Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the
sea,
mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high.

L sYour testimonies are | very sure,

and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore.

Spoken after the psalm is sung:
C Amen.

SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4b-8
The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly, Jesus is

celebrated as the firstborn from the dead who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one whose return we

eagerly awat.

»Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the
seven spirits who are before his throne, sand from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, <and made us to be a
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and

ever. Amen.

Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him;

and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen.

“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.

Reader The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL:  John 18:33-37

In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power: through force or
with love.

P The holy gospel according to John, the eigtheenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

»Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King
of the Jews?” »Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about
me?” »Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have
handed you over to me. What have you done?” »Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from
this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me
from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” vPilate
asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was
born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the

truth listens to my voice.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.



HYMN OF THE DAY 431 O Christ, What Can It Mean for Us (vs. 1-3)
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NICENE CREED

A
C

Let us confess our faith.

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten
of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things
were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was
buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the

scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his
kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of
the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: God, in_your mery,

Congregational response: hear our prayer.

PEACE

P
C

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.



Ly

+MEAL+

OFFERING

Abn offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERING HYMN 692  We Are an Offering
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

p Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior,
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and

join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P A feast of love is offered here for you and for all the saints.

The assembly is seated.



LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central

aisle. The assisting ministers offer both the common cup (wine) and a pouring cup (wine or grape juice). If
you prefer to receive the wine or juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail.
Leave the empty glass on the rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMN 608  Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling
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The assembly stands.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P Let us pray.

Blessed Jesus, at this table, you have been for us both host and meal. Now send
us forth to extend our tables and to share your gifts until that day when all feast

together at your heavenly banquet.

C Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P God, the beginning and the end, who has written your name in the book of life,

bless and keep you in grace and peace from this time forth and forevermore.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN 439  Soon and Very Soon
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DISMISSAL
P We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share
their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.
+++
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THE HARTUNGS DEDICATE TODAY’S
ALTAR FLOWERS IN THANKSGIVING TO
GOD FOR ALL THE BLESSINGS OF THIS

EVER-EVOLVING, EVER-FAITHFUL,
EVER-INSPIRING CONGREGATION.

Calendar for Nbvember 14 - 21

Nov. 14 Sun.  10:00 am Worship, Twenty-fifth Sunday after Pentecost
17 Wed. noon Bible study (online)

21 Sun.  10:00 am Worship with communion, Christ the King Sunday

Next Sunday’s Readings, Christ the King Sunday:

Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Psalm 93
Revelation 1:4b-8

John 18:33-37

SERVING TABLE


https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-11-21/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-11-21/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-11-21/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-11-21/0

Serving November 21 November 28
Presiding Pastor Tom
Preaching Pastor Tom Byron Greene
Assisting Minister Rob Schiffer Beth Alexander
Cup Minister Beth Alexander N/A
Lector Jonas Holdcraft Graham Reece
Cantors Rita Ford Jenn Reece
Jake Hartung Cassandra White
Altar Guild Audrey Post Beth Alexander
Billie Reardon Erin Kenney
Counters Margaret Bowers Margaret Bowers
Patricia Handschy Patricia Handschy
Announcements Pastor Tom
PRAYER REQUESTS

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd,;
Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid
arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan
Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); Gerhard Hofer
(brother-in-law of Ridy Hofer).

In treatment for cancer: Stephanie Barber; Cathie Nitti (niece of Sharon Simmons); Jenny
(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy
Sampson); James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Isabell Cintron (friend of Sharon
Simmons); Sarah Lucas (friend of Cassandra White); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon
Simmons); Chris Dickman (synod council member), child of Pr. Katrina Foster (friend of
Cheryl).

For bealth and protection: For all affected by coronavirus: those experiencing mental
health difficulties due to isolation; those with the disease struggling to recover; those on the
front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personnel,
EMTs, the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children entering the

US, including those “unaccounted for”.



For prisoners: Femi and Eddie; all those on death row.

Other concerns: Karen Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton).

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Congregational Council; The Florida-Bahamas Synod
Council, all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good
News; Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and
ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all recovering in the Florida Panhandle from Hurricane Michael,
including Messiah Lutheran Church; the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
continuing to recover from hurricanes; migrants fleeing violence in Central America; all
those migrants and asylum seekers imprisoned by the US government; the people of
Venezuela (birthplace of Bp. Suarez) and Hong Kong; for the Supreme Court as it considers
cases involving the LGBTQ community.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: Now that we are back to in-person worship service, we are in
need of more worship assistants, mainly Cup Ministers. If you are interested, please contact

Lori in the office.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2021: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
and signing up for the 2021 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you

can place that in the offering plate.

RSVP FOR NEXT WEEK: Remember to use the Sign-up Genius to reserve your spot for
worship service (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbcl6-sunday ). The deadline

is noon on the Friday before worship. The calendar has dates available throughout the

summer.


https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbc16-sunday

2022 Estimate of Giving

SR In support of go.fs mission fm’ St. SreJuﬁen Lutheran Church:
{: S ﬂi Z 'T;J be an active commum’ty that welcomes all }wc_rpfe to nurture and
a ‘E share their faitﬁ and 5}'ﬁ’s with everyone, accorcfing to God’s call.

NAME(S):

I/we pledge to intentionally give financially to the ministry of St. Stephen Lutheran Church:

(Please select one option)

$ per week
$ per month
$ per year

I/we understand that this plan can be changed by notifying the financial secretary.



