ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

November 28, 2021
10:00 a.m.

WE WELCOME BYRON GREENE



INTRODUCTION

Adpent is about the “coming days.” God's people have always lived in great expectation, but that
expectation finds specific, repeated enunciation in the texts appointed for these four weeks. The ancients
anticipated a “righteons Branch to spring up for David.” The Thessalonians awaited “the coming of our
Lord Jesus with all the saints.” Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before the Son of Man.”
With them we eagerly await the coming days: another Christmas celebration, a second coming, and the
adpent of Christ in word and supper.

PRELUDE ? f
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+ GATHERING +

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Pastor (P) Blessed be the holy Trinity, # one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts
up the lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.

Congregation (C)  Amen.
P Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God.
Silence is kept for reflection.

P God for whom we wait,

C in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We fail in
believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your
creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different
from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your
love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace.
Amen.

P God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the

Holy Spirit, # your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors
of the eternal promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to

follow the way of peace.

C Amen.



The assembly is seated.

GATHERING HYMN 257 O Come, O Come, Emmannel (vs. 1-3)
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

p Let us pray.

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection alert us to
the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you
live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever

C Amen.
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+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16

In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts
righteously both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalen’s future

name— “The LLORD is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel.

“The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the
house of Israel and the house of Judah. =In those days and at that time I will cause a
righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in
the land. «In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the
name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”

Reader The word of the Lotd.
C Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 25:1-10 We sing the psalm responsively.
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Leader 'To1you, O LORD,
I lift 1 up my soul.

C :My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be | put to shame,
nor let my enemies triumph | over me.

L "Let none who look to you be 1 put to shame;

rather let those be put to shame | who are treacherous.

C ‘Show me your | ways, O LORD,
and teach | me your paths.

L sLead me in your I truth and teach me,

for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all | the day long.



C s‘Remember, O LORD, your compas- | sion and love,
for they are from | everlasting.

L "Remember not the sins of my youth and | my transgressions;
remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your
good- I ness, O LORD.

C sYou are gracious and up- | right, O LORD;

therefore you teach sinners | in your way.

L *You lead the low- 1 ly in justice

and teach the low- 1 ly your way.

C ©All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast | love and faithfulness
to those who keep your covenant and your | testimonies.

Spoken after the psalm is sung:
C Amen.

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In
this passage from his letter, Panl voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing

church.

"How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God
because of you? ©Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and

restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

1Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 2And may
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we
abound in love for you. »And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be

blameless before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Reader The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36

God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there
will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and

receive God'’s promised redemption.

[Jesus said:] =“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. >People will faint
from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens
will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great
glory. »Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because

your redemption is drawing near.”

»Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; »as soon as they sprout
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. #So also, when you
see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. #Truly I tell you,
this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. *Heaven and earth will

pass away, but my words will not pass away.

*“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and the worties of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, »like a trap. For it
will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. *Be alert at all times, praying that
you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before
the Son of Man.”

P The gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.



SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

HYMN OF THE DAY 254 Come, Thoun Long-Expected Jesus
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: JEFFERSON, W, Walker, Sowthiern Harmony, 1835



APOSTLES’ CREED

A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: Hear us, O God.

Congregational response: Your mercy is great.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
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OFFERING
Abn offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

OFFERING HYMN Lt the Vineyards be Fruitful 1ord
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now

and forever. Amen.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.

C Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SENDING HYMN 259  Fling Wide the Dorr (vs. 1, 2 & 4)
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DISMISSAL
P We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share
their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

p Go in peace. Christ is near.

C Thanks be to God.

++ +
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MARK AND SUSAN WARREN DEDICATE TODAY’S
ALTAR FLOWERS TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND

IN GRATITUDE FOR PASTOR EMORY HINGST
AND ALL HE REPRESENTS.
WISHES FOR A BLESSED 87 BIRTHDAY.

Calendar for Noveniber 28 - December 5

Nov. 28 Sun.  10:00 am Worship, First Sunday of Advent
Dec 1 Wed. noon Bible study (online)
5 Sun.  10:00 am Worship, Second Sunday of Advent

Next Sunday’s Readings, Second Sunday of Advent:
Malachi 3:1-4

Luke 1:68-79 )
Philippians 1:3-11

Luke 3:1-6



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2021-12&eventDateId=0
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SERVING TABLE

Serving November 28 December 05
Presiding Pastor Tom
Preaching Byron Greene Pastor Tom
Assisting Minister Beth Alexander Audrey Post
Cup Minister N/A N/A
Lector Graham Reece Chris Reece
Cantors Jen Reece

Cassandra White
Altar Guild Beth Alexander Andrea Notley
Erin Kenney
Counters Margaret Bowers Janet Barber
Patricia Handschy Susan Warren
Announcements Pastor Tom Pastor Tom

PRAYER REQUESTS

New concerns: Gladys Kane, having surgery for breast cancer; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt)
for healing (both physical and emotional).

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd,;
Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid

arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan
Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White.

In treatment for cancer: Stephanie Barber; Cathie Nitti (niece of Sharon Simmons); Jenny
(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy
Sampson); James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Isabell Cintron (friend of Sharon
Simmons); Sarah Lucas (friend of Cassandra White); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon

Simmons); Chris Dickman (synod council member), child of Pr. Katrina Foster (friend of
Cheryl).




For bealth and protection: For all affected by coronavirus: those experiencing mental
health difficulties due to isolation; those with the disease struggling to recover; those on the
front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personnel,
EMTs, the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children entering the
US, including those “unaccounted for”.

For prisoners: Femi and Eddie; all those on death row.

Other concerns: Karen Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton).

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Congregational Council; The Florida-Bahamas Synod
Council, all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good
News; Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth
Eaton; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and
ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all recovering in the Florida Panhandle from Hurticane Michael,
including Messiah Lutheran Church; the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands
continuing to recover from hurricanes; migrants fleeing violence in Central America; all
those migrants and asylum seekers imprisoned by the US government; the people of
Venezuela (birthplace of Bp. Suarez) and Hong Kong; for the Supreme Court as it considers
cases involving the LGBTQ community.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: Now that we are back to in-person worship service, we are in
need of more worship assistants, mainly Cup Ministers. If you are interested, please contact

Lori in the office.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2021: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
and signing up for the 2021 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you

can place that in the offering plate.

RSVP FOR NEXT WEEK: Remember to use the Sign-up Genius to reserve your spot for
worship service (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbcl6-sunday ). The deadline

is noon on the Friday before worship. The calendar has dates available throughout the

summer.
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