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Fourth Sunday of  Advent 

 

INTRODUCTION 

God keeps the promise made to David to give him an everlasting throne.  The angel tells 

Mary that God will give David’s throne to her son Jesus.  She is perplexed by Gabriel’s 

greeting and by the news of her coming pregnancy, but she is able still to say, “Count me 

in.”  We who know that Jesus is called king only as he is executed still find it a mystery hard 

to fathom, but with Mary today we hear the news of what God is up to and say, “Count us 

in.” 

  

PRELUDE  

 

+ GATHERING +   

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and 

 whose steadfast love endures forever.  

Congregation (C) Amen. 

 

P Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived as God desires. 

  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

  

P Loving and forgiving God, 
  

C we confess that we are held captive by sin.  In spite of our best efforts, we 

have gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our 

neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another.  Restore us, O God.  Wake 

us up and turn us from our sin.  Renew us each day in the light of Christ. 

Amen. 

  

P People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, 

and you are free—free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable 

realm of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, ☩ comforted by Christ’s 

peace, and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 
  

C Amen. 

  



 GATHERING HYMN 242 Awake! Awake, and Greet the New Morn 

  

 

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GREETING 

 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion  
 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 

  

C And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
KYRIE 

  

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   
 
  

P Let us pray. 
  
  

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  With your abundant grace and might, 

free us from the sin that would obstruct your mercy, that willingly we may bear your 

redeeming love to all the world, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  
 

  C Amen. 

 

 



LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH ELW 247 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ WORD + 
 

FIRST READING: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
  

Instead of David building a house (temple) for God, God promises to establish David’s house (dynasty) 

forever. Centuries later, after the Babylonian exile, no king sat on the throne. Even then, however, the people 

of Israel remembered this promise and continued to hope for a king, the messiah, God’s anointed. 

  
1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him rest from all his 

enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house 

of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.”  3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you 

have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” 

  
4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan:  5Go and tell my servant  

David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house to live in?  6I have not 

lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I 

have been moving about in a tent and a tabernacle.  7Wherever I have moved about among 

all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom 

I commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 

cedar?”  8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of 



hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince over my people 

Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went, and have cut off all your enemies from 

before you; and I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the 

earth.  10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 

live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict them no more, 

as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you 

rest from all your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you 

a house.  16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne 

shall be established forever. 

  

 Reader  The word of the Lord.  

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Luke 1: 46b-55    We sing the psalm responsively. 

  

  

  

 

Leader  46bMy soul proclaims the greatness | of the Lord,  

  47my spirit rejoices in | God my Savior, 

 

C  48for you, Lord, have looked with favor on your | lowly servant.  

  From this day all generations will | call me blessed: 

 

L 49you, the Almighty, have done great | things for me 

  and holy | is your name. 

 

C  50You have mercy on | those who fear you, 

  from generation to | generation.  

  

L 51You have shown strength | with your arm 

  and scattered the proud in | their conceit, 

 

C  52casting down the mighty | from their thrones 

  and lifting | up the lowly. 

 

L 53You have filled the hungry | with good things 

  and sent the rich | away empty. 



C  54You have come to the aid of your | servant Israel, 

  to remember the prom- | ise of mercy, 

 

L 55the promise made | to our forbears, 

  to Abraham and his chil- | dren forever.   

  

Spoken after the psalm is sung: 

  

C Amen. 

 

  

SECOND READING: Romans 16:25-27 
  

Paul closes his letter to the Romans by praising God because, in the proclamation of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, God has revealed the promised, divine plan of salvation for all humanity.  Paul proclaims this gospel 

of Christ in order to bring about the obedience of faith among all nations. 

  

25Now to God who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the proclamation of 

Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 

26but is now disclosed, and through the prophetic writings is made known to all the  

Gentiles, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of 

faith—27to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever!  Amen. 

  

Reader  The word of the Lord. 

  

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
  

 
  

 
  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL: Luke 1:26-38 
  

In this annunciation, Luke makes clear that God comes with good news for ordinary people from little 

known places.  This king will not be born to royalty in a palace, but to common folk in a stall. Here Luke 

highlights the role of the Spirit, a special emphasis in this gospel. 

  

P The holy gospel according to Luke, the first chapter. 
  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, 

27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s 

name was Mary.  28And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one!  The Lord is with 

you.”  29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this 

might be.  30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 

God.  31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him 

Jesus.  32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will 

give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  33He will reign over the house of Jacob 

forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”  34Mary said to the angel, “How can this 

be, since I am a virgin?”  35The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; 

he will be called Son of God.  36And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also 

conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren.  37For 

nothing will be impossible with God.”  38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the 

Lord; let it be with me according to your word.”  Then the angel departed from her. 

  

P The gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ.   

 
 
 
SERMON We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



HYMN OF THE DAY 251 My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NICENE CREED 
  

A Let us confess our faith. 
  

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

 of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 

 were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was 

 incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human.   

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

 was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the  

 scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 

 Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

 his kingdom will have no end. 

  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

 the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

 glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

 catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the  

 forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

 the world to come.  Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  

Each petition ends:  Hear us, O God. 
  

Congregational response:  Your mercy is great.  

 

  

 

 

   

  

 

 

 



OFFERING HYMN   

  

  

  

 
  

 
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

  

  

+ SENDING + 
  

BLESSING We receive the blessings of the triune God.  
  

P The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting, the long-expected Savior fill you 

 with love, the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, ☩ now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

  

  

SENDING HYMN  257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (vs. 1, 2, 6 & 7) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

DISMISSAL 
  

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 
  

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share 

 their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 

  

P Go in peace.  Prepare the way of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God.  

 + + +  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
  

FLOWERS ARE GIVEN  

TO THE GLORY OF GOD 

BY SUSAN WARREN: 

REMEMBERING ALL OF THE  

WONDERFUL CHRISTMAS PAGEANTS,  

CHILI SUPPERS ON SUNDAY AT 5:00 BEFORE,  

THEN SOME OF THE SWEETEST CHILDREN  

EVER RETELLING THE NATIVITY STORY.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

Calendar for December 20 - 27 
  

Dec.  20 Sun. 10:00 a.m. Worship (online), Fourth Sunday of Advent 
  

 23 Wed. Noon  Bible study (online) 
  

 24 Thur.  7:00 pm Worship with communion (online) Christmas Eve 
  

 27 Sun. 10:00 am Worship (online), First Sunday of Christmas 

*The office will be closed on Dec. 21, 22, & 25. 
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POINSETTIAS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD BY: 

  
  

David Butler (5), dedicated to the educators. 

  

Caroline Collins (2), dedicated to Margarete and Fred Deckert.  

  

Bob and Linda Eshleman (2), dedicated to the glory of  God for our many 

blessings! 

  

Rita Ford (2), in gratitude for my family. 

  

Mark Greeley (2), dedicated to our parents and grandparents, who we miss 

very much. 

  

Jan Harrison (1), in memory of  loved ones. 

  

Greta Langley (10), dedicated to the glory of  God. 

  

Martha Marky (1), dedicated to my loved ones. 

  

Jerry and Sandy Ness (2), dedicated to our friends and family. 

  

Andrea Notley (1), dedicated to my sons, Nick and Tyler. I am so proud. 

  

Rob and Donna Schiffer (2), in memory of  our parents- Bob, Jean and  

Nancy and for those who have passed from COVID.  

  

Sharon Simmons (2), praise to God for his many blessings. 
  

 

 
 



 
PRAYER REQUESTS 

  

New concerns:  The family of Pr. Khader El Yateem (Assistant to the Bishop), our shared 
sympathy on the sudden death of his mother in law; Mark Eagelfeld (friend of Judi Duffy), 
being treated for COVID; child of Pr. Katrina Foster (friend of Cheryl), for healing of 
inoperable cancerous brain tumor. 
  

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd; 
Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor); being treated for rheumatoid 
arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan 
Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Jamie Ann Meyers (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend 
of Cassandra White); Gerhard Hofer (brother-in-law of Ridy Hofer) .   

  

In treatment for cancer: Stephanie Barber; Peter Torlucci (brother of Margaret Bowers);  
Kamie Stonemetz (daughter of Jim Christianson); Cathie Nitti (niece of Sharon Simmons);  
Jenny (niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of 
Sandy Sampson); James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Isabell Cintron (friend of 
Sharon Simmons); Sarah Lucas (friend of Cassandra White); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of 
Sharon Simmons); Tiffany Nuce and unborn baby (family of Barbara ODonnell); Chris 
Dickman (synod councilmember). 
  

For health and protection:  For all affected by coronavirus: those experiencing mental 
health difficulties due to isolation; those with the disease struggling to recover; those on the 
front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personal, 
EMTs, the millions of unemployed people, etc. All immigrant families split apart by US 
Government; for the unaccompanied children entering the US, including those 
“unaccounted for”. 
  

For prisoners: Femi and Eddie; all those on death row.  

  

Other concerns: Karen Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton). 
  

Church concerns:  St. Stephen’s Congregational Council; The Florida-Bahamas Synod 
Council all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good 
News; Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and 
ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola . 
  

World concerns: For all recovering in the Florida Panhandle from Hurricane Michael, 
including Messiah Lutheran Church; the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands  
continuing to recover from hurricanes; migrants fleeing violence in Central America; all 
those migrants and asylum seekers imprisoned by the US government; the people of 
Venezuela (birthplace of Bp. Suarez) and Hong Kong; for the Supreme Court as it considers 

cases involving the LGBTQ community.   
  



 


