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First Sunday of  Christmas 

WELCOME   

Stand as you are able.  

  

GATHERING CAROL     ELW 269 Once in Royal David’s City (vs. 1-3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

   



DIALOGUE 

  

Leader  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
  

C  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome  

  it. 

  

L  Those who lived in a land of deep darkness, 

  on them light has shined. 
  

C  We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the  

  Father. 

  

L  To us a child is born, to us a son is given. 
  

C  In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people.  

  

  

  

OPENING PRAYER 
  

P Let us pray.  
  

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the 

knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your 

good will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen.  

  

  

Remain seated for the lessons and carols. 

  

  

FIRST READING  Isaiah 9:2-7  Chris Reece 
  

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness — on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have   

increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when  

dividing plunder.  4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod 

of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.  5For all the boots of the 

tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.  

6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and 

he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

 



7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of 

David and his kingdom.  He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness 

from this time onward and forevermore.  The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

  

R The word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God. 

  

  

CAROL   ELW 272 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming (vs. 1 & 2) 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING Micah 5:2-5a  Elliot Reece 
  

2But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 

come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from  

ancient days. 

 

3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth; 

then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel.  4And he shall stand and feed 

his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.  

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be 

the one of peace. 

  

R The word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God.  

  

  

CAROL   ELW 279 O Little Town of Bethlehem (vs. 1, 2 & 4)  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIRD READING  Luke 1:26-35,38 Colleen Holdcraft 
  

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called  

Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.  

The virgin's name was Mary.  28And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one!  The 

Lord is with you."  29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 

greeting this might be.  30The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found 

favor with God.  31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 

name him Jesus.  32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the 

Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.  33He will reign over the house 

of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end."  34Mary said to the angel, "How 

can this be, since I am a virgin?"  35The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon 

you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be holy; he will be called Son of God.  38Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the 

Lord; let it be with me according to your word."  Then the angel departed from her.  

  

R The word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God.  

  

  

CAROL    ELW 265 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOURTH READING Luke 2:1-7 Graham Reece 
  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be  

registered.  2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria.  3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was  

descended from the house and family of David.  5He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  6While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child.  7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.  

  

R The word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God. 



CAROL   ELW 276 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FIFTH READING  Luke 2:8-16  Jen Reece 
  

8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night.  9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified.  10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see 

— I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in 

the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  12This will be a sign for you: you 

will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger."  13And suddenly there was 

with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

  

14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

  

15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us."  16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. 

  

R The word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God. 



  

CAROL   ELW 275 Angels, from the Realm of Glory 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SIXTH READING  John 1:1-14  Pastor Tom 
  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  2He 

was in the beginning with God.  3All things came into being through him, and without him 

not one thing came into being.  What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people.  5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not  

overcome it. 
  



6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  7He came as a witness to testify to 

the light, so that all might believe through him.  8He himself was not the light, but he came 

to testify to the light.  9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  

10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 

know him.  11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.  12But to 

all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 

13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

  

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 

a father's only son, full of grace and truth.  

  

R The word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God. 

  

  

  

CAROL    ELW 510 Word of God, Come Down on Earth (vs. 1 & 2) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Stand as you are able.   

  

RESPONSIVE PRAYER  
  

L Glory to God in the highest, 
  

C and peace to God’s people on earth. 

  

L Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. 

 You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
  

C Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 

  

L Blessed are you, Son of Mary. 

 You share our humanity. 
  

C Have mercy on the sick, the dying, 

 and all who suffer this day. 

  

L Blessed are you, Son of God. 

 You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
  

C Reveal yourself to us in your holy word, 

 that we may bear your light to all the world.  Amen.  

  

  

THE PEACE  

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C And also with you. 

  

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

  

  

Be seated as the gifts are gathered.  

  

  

  

OFFERING  

  

  

Stand as you are able. 

  

   



  

OFFERING PRAYER 
  

L Good and loving God, 

 we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches of 

 your grace.  As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessings for  

 others.  With the trees of the field, with all the earth and heaven, we shout for joy 

 at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   
  

C Amen. 

  

  

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
  

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen.  

  

  

+SENDING+ 

  

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God. 
  

L May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life. 
  

C Amen. 

 

L May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength. 
  

C Amen. 

 

L May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world. 
  

C Amen. 

 

L And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 

 upon you and remain with you always. 
 

C Amen. 

 

 



SENDING CAROL   290 Go Tell it on the Mountain 

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
  

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 
  

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share 

 their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 

  

A Go in peace.  Rejoice in Christ our Savior.  
  

C Thanks be to God!   

  

 + + +  



  

  

 

 

POINSETTIAS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD BY: 
  

  

  

  

Margaret Bowers (2), dedicated to my brother, Peter Torlucci. 

  

Mark and Sue Canning (2) 

  

Caroline Collins (2), dedicated to my parents. 

  

Bob and Linda Eshleman (2), dedicated to the glory of  God for St. Stephen 

family. 

  

Rita Ford (2), dedicated to my parents, Pastor James and Leela Lochan.  

  

Jan Harrison (2), in memory of  loved ones. 

  

Ron and Ruth Hartung (4), in honor of  our pastor, our musicians, our  

sanctuary-revitalization planners and our brave cantors  

  

Jerry and Sandy Ness (2), dedicated to the glory of  God. 

  

Martha Marky (1), dedicated to my family. 

  

Andrea Notley (2) 

  

Sharon Simmons (2), in thankfulness for God’s many blessings. 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Serving December 26 January 2 

Presiding Pastor Tom Pastor Tom 

Preaching Pastor Tom Pastor Tom 

Assisting Minister Colleen Holdcraft Jennifer Dritt 

Cup Minister N/A N/A 

Lector   Ron Hartung 

Cantors Martin Guttenplan 

Cassandra White 

  

Altar Guild Judi Duffy 

Linda Eshleman 

Jan Harrison 

Andrea Notley 

Counters Margaret Bowers 

Patricia Handschy 

Kirsten Ebbesen 

Rob Schiffer 

Announcements Pastor Tom Pastor Tom 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 FLOWERS ARE GIVEN 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD. 

  

 

Calendar for December 26 - January 3 
  

Dec. 26 Sun. 10 am  Worship (online), First Sunday of Christmas 
  

Jan. 02 Sun. 10 am  Worship (online), Second Sunday of Christmas 
  

*The office will be closed on Dec. 31. 

  

Next Sunday’s Readings, Second Sunday of Christmas: 
  

Jeremiah 31:7-14  

Psalm 147:12-20  

Ephesians 1:3-14  

John 1:[1-9] 10-18 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2022-1&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2022-1&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2022-1&eventDateId=0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources?date=2022-1&eventDateId=0


PRAYER REQUESTS 
  

New concerns: Becky Button (cousin of Audrey Post), in critical condition after a car  

accident; Gladys Kane, recovering from surgery; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt) for healing 

(both physical and emotional). 

  

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd;  

Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid  

arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan 

Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White.   

  

In treatment for cancer: Stephanie Barber; Cathie Nitti (niece of Sharon Simmons); Jenny 

(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy 

Sampson); James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Isabell Cintron (friend of Sharon  

Simmons); Sarah Lucas (friend of Cassandra White); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon 

Simmons); Chris Dickman (synod council member), child of Pr. Katrina Foster (friend of 

Cheryl). 

  

For health and protection:  For all affected by coronavirus: those experiencing mental 

health difficulties due to isolation; those with the disease struggling to recover; those on the 

front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personnel, 

EMTs, the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children entering the 

US, including those “unaccounted for”. 

  

For prisoners: Femi and Eddie; all those on death row.  

  

Other concerns: Karen Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton). 

  

Church concerns:  St. Stephen’s Congregational Council; The Florida-Bahamas Synod 

Council, all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good 

News; Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth 

Eaton; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and 

ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola. 

  

World concerns: For all recovering in the Florida Panhandle from Hurricane Michael,  

including Messiah Lutheran Church; the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands  

continuing to recover from hurricanes; migrants fleeing violence in Central America; all 

those migrants and asylum seekers imprisoned by the US government; the people of  

Venezuela (birthplace of Bp. Suarez) and Hong Kong; for the Supreme Court as it considers 

cases involving the LGBTQ community.  



 ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

OFFERING ENVELOPES FOR 2022: Offering envelopes for next year are available for 

pick-up in the Fellowship hall. 

  

FLOWER CHART FOR 2022: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory 

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service 

and signing up for the 2022 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $35, and you 

can place that in the offering plate.  

  

RSVP FOR NEXT WEEK: Remember to use the Sign-up Genius to reserve your spot for 

worship service (https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbc16-sunday). The  

deadline is noon on the Friday before worship. The calendar has dates available throughout 

the summer.  

  

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0c45a4a62ea7fbc16-sunday

