ST. STEPHEN LUTHERAN CHURCH

Christmas Lessons and Carols

First Sunday of Christmas

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 31, 2023

10 A.M.

We welcome Olivia Ahyoung, guest musician.



WELCOME

Stand as you are able.

GATHERING CAROL ELW 269 Once in Royal David’s City
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1 Oncein oy -al Da- vids cit-y stood a Jow-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is Godaad Loxd of  all,
3 And our cyes at last  shall scc himithrough his own re-deem-ing  love;
4 Not in that poor low - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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wherea moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for  his bed:
and his  shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his ¢ra - dle was a  stall;
for that child so dear and  gen - tle is our Lord in heav’'na - bove;
we shall see him: but in  heav-en, set at God'sright hand on high;
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Mar-y was  that moth-cr mild, Je - sus Chrdst. her lit - e child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on  earth  our Sav-ior ha-ly,
and he leads  his chil - dren on 0 the place wherehe s gone
there his  chil - dren gath-er round. bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.
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Text: Cecil Frunces Alexonder, 1818-1895
Gaunitlen, 1803-1876

Music: IRBY, Heory J,
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DIALOGUE

Leader The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.

C The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

L Those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined.
We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.

L To us a child is born, to us a son is given.

In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people.

OPENING PRAYER
P Let us pray.
We give you thanks, O Lord of glory, for the example of Stephen the first martyr,

who looked to heaven and prayed for his persecutors. Grant that we also may pray
for our enemies and seek forgiveness for those who hurt us, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever.

C Amen.

Remain seated for the lessons and carols.

+ WORD +

FIRST READING Isaiah 9:2-7  Erik Robinson

‘The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness — on them light has shined. *You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. ‘For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod
of their oppressot, you have broken as on the day of Midian. sFor all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

«For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and



he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. "His
authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and
his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this
time onward and forevermotre. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

R The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
CAROL ELW 272 Lo, How a Rose E'er Blooming
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I Lo, how a rose e'er bloom-ing from  ten - der  stem  hath
2 1 - sai - ah had fore - told i, the rose 1 have  in
3 This flow'r, whose fra - grance ten - der  with  sweeteness  fills  the
4 O Sav - dor, child of Mar -y who fe our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jos = s’ lim - cage  com - ing ay
mind;  with Mar - y we be - hold i, the
air, dis - pels with  glo - nous  spkn - dor the
woe; o Sav - or, king of glo - m who
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scers of  old  have sung, it came, a flow’r so bngh, a-
vir - gin mwoth - er  kind. To show God's love a - right, she
dark-ness  ev - 'ry - where. True mam, yet wer -y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us  at length, we pray, 10
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mid the cold of win - ter, when  half-spent  was  the  night
bore 10 us a  Sav - jor, when  half-spent  was  the  night.
sin and death he saves wus and light-cns ev - Ty load
the bright courts of heay - en and in - to end - less  day.
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SECOND READING Micah 5:2-5a Colleen Holderaft

:But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from
ancient days.

‘Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. *And he shall stand and feed
his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; sand he shall be
the one of peace.

R The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
CAROL ELW 279 O Little Town of Bethlehen:
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1 O lit - tle town of  Beth-le - hem, how stll we sce thee lic!
2 For Christ is bormn of Mar - ¥ and, gath-ered all a - bove
3 How si-knt-ly. how si-lent-ly the won-drous gift is giv'n!
4 O ho-ly child of Beth-le - hem, de - scend to us, we o pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the  si - lent stars go by,
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of  won-dring love.
So  God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the  bless-ings of his  heav'n.
cast out our sim, and ecn - ter in, be bormnm in  us to - day.
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yet  in  thy dark streets shin - cth the ey - er-Jlast-ing  Jight
O  morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,

No car may hear his  com - ing: but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas  an - gels the  great glad tid - ings el
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The hopes and fears of  all  the years are met in thee o -night.
and prais-cs sing o God the king, and peace 1o all  the carth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the  dear Christ en - ters in
oh, come to wus, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - cl!
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Texr: Mallips Brocks, 13331392
Mk ST. LOUIS, Lewks H. Redoer, 1331190
THIRD READING Luke 1:26-35,38 Jonas Holderaft

»In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin's name was Mary. »And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The
Lotd is with you." »But she was much petplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. *The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. *And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will
name him Jesus. »He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. »He will reign over the house
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." *Mary said to the angel, "How
can this be, since I am a virgin?" *The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon
you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. *Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the
Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her.

R The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



CAROL ELW 265 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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I The an - gel Ga - bri-cl from heav - cn came,
2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou shalt be.
3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;
4 Of her, Em-man - u - ¢l the Christ, was born
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with wings as drift - ed snow, with cyes as flame:
all gen - er - a - tions laud and hon - or thee;
“To me be as it pleas - eth  God,” she said.
in Beth - le-hem all on a Christ - mas morn,
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“All  hail to thee, O low - ly maid - en Mar - ;
thy son shall be Em-man - u-el, by scers fore - told,
“My soul shall laud and mag - ni - fy God's ho - ly name.”
and Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:
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most high-ly fa-vored la - dy”
most high-ly fa-vored la - dy” Glo 5 ri - a
Most high-ly fa-vored la - dy,
“Most high-1ly fa-vored la - dy”
Text: Basque carol: para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924
Music: GABRIEL'S MESSAGE. Basque carol
FOURTH READING Luke 2:1-7  Jennifer Buchanan

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. “This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. *All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. sHe went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. sWhile they were there, the time



came for her to deliver her child. "And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him

in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

R The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
CAROL ELW 276 Infant Holby, Infant Lowly
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I In - fant ho - Iy, in-fant Jow-ly, for his bed a cat - tle stall;
2 Flocks were sleep-ing, shep-herdskeep-ing vig-il  till the morn-ing new
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Swift-ly wing-ing,
Thus re - joic - ing,

an - gels sing-ing, bells are ring -ing, tid - ings bring-ing:

free from sor - row, prais-es

voic-ing, greet the mor - row:
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Christ the child is Lord of all'!  Christ the child is Lord of all!
Christ the child was born for you! Christ the child was born for you!

FIFTH READING

Luke 2:8-16  Ron Hartung

sIn that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. *Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. »But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see
— I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: "'to you is born this day in
the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. =This will be a sign for you: you



will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." sAnd suddenly there was
with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

sWhen the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has

made known to us." ©So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger.

R The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

CAROL ELW 275 Angels, from the Realm of Glory

——

} | 1 | | I
: —=ks—
1 An - gels, from the realms of glo-ry, wing your flight o’er all the earth;
2 Shep-herds,in the fields a - bid-ing, watch-ing o’er your flocks by night,
3 Sa - ges, leave your con - tem-pla-tions,bright-er  vi - sions beam a - far;

4 All cre - a - tion, join in prais-ing God, the Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son,
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once you sang cre - a - tion's sto-ry, now pro-claim Mes - si - ah’s birth:
God with us is now re - sid-ing, yon-der shines the in - fant light.
seek the great de - sire of na-tions, you have seen his na - tal star
ev - er-more your voic - es rais-ing (o thee-ter - nal Three in One.
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Come and wor-ship, come and wor-ship, wor-ship Christ,the new-bom king.
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Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, ale, s1s. 1-3; Salishury Hymn Book, 1857, s1. 4
Music: REGENT SQUARE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879



SIXTH READING John 1:1-14  Pastor Tom

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. :He
was in the beginning with God. -All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being «in him was life, and the life was
the light of all people. sThe light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not

overcome it.

‘There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a witness to testify to
the light, so that all might believe through him. sHe himself was not the light, but he came
to testify to the light. *The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
wHe was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not
know him. 1He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. =But to
all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God,

swho were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

1#And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of
a father's only son, full of grace and truth.

R The wotd of the Lotd.
C Thanks be to God.
CAROL ELW 510 Word of God, Come Down on Earth
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faith and hope and love wn-end - ing. Word  al-might - y,
cm - ci-fied for our sal-wva - Gon, say - ing Word, the
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we re - vere you: Word made flesh, we  long to hear you.
world re - stor-wng, spcak to us, your lovc oul - pour - ng
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Stand as you are able.

RESPONSIVE PRAYER

L

Glory to God in the highest,

and peace to God’s people on earth.

Blessed are you, Prince of Peace.

You rule the earth with truth and justice.

Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world.

Blessed are you, Son of Mary.

You share our humanity.

Have mercy on the sick, the dying,
and all who suffer this day.



L Blessed are you, Son of God.
You dwell among us as the Word made flesh.

C Reveal yourself to us in your holy word,
that we may bear your light to all the world. Amen.

THE PEACE
p The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

Be seated as the gifts are gathered.

OFFERING

Stand as you are able.

OFFERING PRAYER
L Good and loving God,

we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches of
your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be blessings for
others. With the trees of the field, with all the earth and heaven, we shout for joy

at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.



THE LORD’S PRAYER
p Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

+SENDING+

BLESSING We receive the blessings of the triune God.
P May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.
C Amen.

P May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.
C Amen.

P May the Word that angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.

C Amen.

P And the blessing of almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you always.

C Amen.



SENDING CAROL 290  Go Tell it on the Mountain
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!

I While shep-herds kept  their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a  ho - ly light

rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth,
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas momn.
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Text: African American spisitual, refrain: Joho W, Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual

DISMISSAL
A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share

their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

A Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.

C Thanks be to God!

++ +
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TODAY’S ALTAR FLOWERS
ARE DEDICATED TO THE

GLORY OF GOD.

Calendar for December 31 - January 07

Dec. 31 Sun.  9:00am  Book study
10:00 am Worship, Christmas Lessons and Carols

07 Sun. 9:00 am Book study
10:00 am Worship, Baptism of Our Lord Sunday

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY

Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching
Katharine Gossman, piano
Karl Barton, flute

Denise Bookwalter, announcements

Choir: Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Judi Dufty, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita Ford,
Martin Guttenplan, Vicki Guttenplan, Ron Hartung, Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen
Holdcraft, Pastor Tom Holdcraft, Sandy Ness, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White




SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY

Serving December 31 January 7
Assisting Minister Jennifer Dritt Audrey Post
Cup Minister Colleen Holdcraft Collen Holdcraft
Cantor
Jennifer Buchanan
Ron Hartung
Lector Colleen Holdcraft Elliot Reece
Jonas Holdcraft
Erik Robinson
Acolyte Cup Minister - or Colton Allen or Graham Reece
Tech Team Sandy Lamb-Daniels
Audrey Post
Bob Eshleman Bob Eshleman
Ushers . .
Jan Harrison Colin Hackley
Altar Guild Linda Eshle.man B?tk} Alexander
Barbara Sullivan Billie Reardon
Audrey Post Margaret Bowers
Counters e g
Billie Reardon Patricia Handschy




POINSETTIAS ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD BY:

Denise Bookwalter and Mark Greeley (2), dedicated to our St. Stephen
family.

Jennifer and Tom Buchanan, in memory of Janis Parker.
The Claussen Family (2), dedicated to our family & friends.

Judi Duffy (1), dedicated to the glorious birth of Jesus and in thanksgiving for
my family & friends.

Bob and Linda Eshleman (2), dedicated to the glory of God.
Jan Harrison (2), dedicated to the memory of loved ones.
Gladys Kane (2), dedicated to all our church family.

Lawana and Sandy Lamb-Daniels (3), dedicated to Bill & Marilyn Daniels,
Junior & Lula Lamb, Barbara Maddox, Mathe' Metcalf, and Becky Daniels.

Martha Marky (1), dedicated to my loving family.

Sandy Ness (2), dedicated to children Eric & Jennifer..

Andrea Notley (1), dedicated to the Notley Family.

Audrey Post (1), dedicated to my sister-in-law, Wanda Lynn Post.
Sharon Simmons (1), dedicated to the glory of God.

Barbara Sullivan (1), dedicated to Jack Sullivan.



PRAYER REQUESTS

New concerns: Gladys Kane, hospitalized with complications from a fall; Amanda George
(daughter-in-law of Rob Schiffer), diagnosed with breast cancer; Laura McDuffie (sister of

Rob Schiffer), diagnosed with primary immunodeficiency and Sjogren's syndrome

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Sallie Robinson
(wife of Erik Robinson); Don Dowd; Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie
Taylor), being treated for rheumatoid arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa
Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend of
Cassandra White).

In treatment for cancer: Phil Williams; Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jenny (niece
of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; James Sablan (brother of Donna
Schiffer); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon Simmons); Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl &
Steve); Laura Ketchum-Jahn, (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Aubrey Thonvold (Reconciling
Works Exec. Dir.); Judy Renwick (friend of Judi Duffy); Gil Johnson (friend of Judi Duffy).

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus — especially those experiencing
mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those
on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical
personnel, EMTSs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”
For prisoners: All those on Death Row.

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of
encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing; Steve

Michael (cousin of Rob Schiffer), in rehab after a serious accident.

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News;
Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; for rest and rejuvenation
for Presiding Bishop Eaton as she takes a leave of absence for several months; Interim
Presiding Bishop Michael Burk, providing leadership in Bp. Eaton's absence; Our Savior
Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry; St. Paul
Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hutricanes; migrants and
asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in
Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWER CHART FOR 2024: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
by signing up for the 2024 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can
place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
hups://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go
to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of

St. Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.



