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Special thanks to Tom Buchanan, on trumpet. 

 

 
  



RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD/EASTER DAY  

CALL TO WORSHIP  

  

PRELUDE  

  

The assembly stands.  

  

GATHERING HYMN   365 Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GREETING 
  

Pastor    Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 
  

Congregation Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 

 the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

  

  

  

  

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
  

P Let us pray. 
  

 O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, 

 and by his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death.  Make 

 us die every day to sin, that we may live with him forever in the joy of the  

 resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

 you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

   

  

+ WORD + 
  

FIRST READING:  Acts 10:34-43 
  

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential  

message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words 

of the prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

  

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but 

in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  36You 

know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is 

Lord of all.  37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism 



that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with 

power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with him.  39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem.  

They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and 

allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as 

witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  42He commanded us 

to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the 

living and the dead.  43All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him 

receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

  

Reader The Word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God. 

  

  

  

PSALM:  Psalm 118:1–2, 14–24  We sing the psalm in response to the first reading. 

  

  

  

  
  

  

Leader 1Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good; 

  God's mercy en- | dures forever. 
  

C 2Let Israel | now declare, 

  "God's mercy en- | dures forever." 

 

L 14The LORD is my strength | and my song, 

  and has become | my salvation. 

  

C 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous: 

  "The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly! 
  

L 16The right hand of the LORD | is exalted! 

  The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!" 
  

C 17I shall not | die, but live, 

  and declare the works | of the LORD. 
  

L 18The LORD indeed pun- | ished me sorely, 

  but did not hand me o- | ver to death. 
  



C 19Open for me the | gates of righteousness; 

  I will enter them and give thanks | to the LORD. 
  

L 20"This is the gate | of the LORD; 

  here the righ- | teous may enter." 
  

C 21I give thanks to you, for you have | answered me 

  and you have become | my salvation. 
  

L 22The stone that the build- | ers rejected 

  has become the chief | cornerstone. 
  

C 23By the LORD has | this been done; 

  it is marvelous | in our eyes. 
  

L 24This is the day that the | LORD has made; 

  let us rejoice and be | glad in it. 

  

Spoken after the Psalm is sung: 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

  

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 15:1-11 
  

The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the 

crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence of the Risen 

One in the preaching of this faith. 

  

1Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to you, 

which you in turn received, in which also you stand, 2through which also you are being 

saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you have come to 

believe in vain. 

 

3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died 

for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4and that he was buried, and that he was raised 

on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and that he appeared to Cephas, then to 

the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, 

most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all 

the apostles. 8Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9For I am the least 

of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10But 

by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the 



contrary, I worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that 

is with me. 11Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe. 

  

R The Word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God.   

  

The assembly stands.   

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
  

 ELW 385 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (v. 1 & 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

  

 



 GOSPEL: Mark 16:1-8 
  

The resurrection of Jesus is announced, and the response is one of terror and amazement. 

  

P The holy gospel according to Mark, the sixteenth chapter. 
  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

1When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices, so that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body]. 2And very early on the first day 

of the week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3They had been saying to one 

another, “Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4When they 

looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. 5As 

they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right 

side; and they were alarmed. 6But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are  

looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, 

there is the place they laid him. 7But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of 

you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you.” 8So they went out and fled from 

the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for 

they were afraid. 

  

P The gospel of  the Lord. 
  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION    ELW 385  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing! (v. 3 & 4) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The assembly is seated. 

  

  

  

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching. 

  

  

The assembly stands.  



HYMN OF THE DAY 449 We Know That Christ Is Raised 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The assembly is seated. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS BY AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
  



  

PRESENTATION 
  

P Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism and for these people, one with us 

in the body of Christ, who are today joining the congregation of St. Stephen 

Lutheran Church by making public affirmation of their baptism. 

  

A representative of the congregation presents those making affirmation. 

  

 I present the following sisters, who desire to make public affirmation  of their 

 baptism.  
  

 Chris Gossman and Greta Langley 

  

P Let us pray. 
  

 Merciful God, we thank you for these sisters, whom you have made your own by 

water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them 

with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith. Uphold 

your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom 

you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 
  

 Amen.  

  

The assembly stands.   

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
  

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. The assembly may join in the  

responses. 

  

P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

  

P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
  

 Response: 
  

 I renounce them. 

  

P Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? 
  

 Response: 
  

 I renounce them. 

  



P Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
  

 Response: 
  

 I renounce them. 

  

The presiding minister addresses the assembly. 

  

P Do you believe in God the Father? 
  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
  

C I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by  

 the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
  

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

 everlasting.  Amen. 

  

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM  
  

The presiding minister addresses those making public affirmation of baptism. 

  

P You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 

covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 

  to live among God's faithful people, 

  to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper, 

  to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 

  to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 

  and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 

  

Each person responds: 
  

 I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 

  

The minister addresses the assembly. 

  



P People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and pray for them in their 

life in Christ? 
  

C We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

  

P Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you 

give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. 
  

 Stir up in your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: 

 the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

 the spirit of counsel and might, 

 the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 

 the spirit of joy in your presence, 

 both now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 

  

P Let us rejoice with these sisters in Christ. 
  

C We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.  Together we will give thanks and 

 praise to God and proclaim the good news to all the world. 

 

  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  

Each petition ends:  Hear us, O God. 
  

Congregational response:  Your mercy is great.  

 

The assembly is seated.  

 

  

+ MEAL + 

  

OFFERING 
  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

  

  

  

 

 

 



OFFERING HYMN ELW 870  (versus 1) 
  

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward. 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
  

P The Lord be with you. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 
  

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

 give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious  

 resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to 

 take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to 

 eternal life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the 

 resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and  

 archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending 

 hymn: 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The presiding minister continues to give thanks. 

  

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 and gave thanks; broke it, 

 and gave it to his disciples, 

 saying:  Take and eat; 

 this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE LORD’S PRAYER   
  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

  

  

  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be satisfied. 

  

  

The assembly is seated.  

 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
  

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central 

aisle.  The assisting ministers offer both the common cup (wine) and a pouring cup (wine or grape juice).  If 

you prefer to receive the wine or juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail. 

Leave the empty glass on the rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor. 

  

  

COMMUNION HYMN 379 Now the Green Blade Rises 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The assembly stands. 

  

  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

P Let us pray. 
  

 Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 

 hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy 

 to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
  

C Amen. 

  

 

+ SENDING + 

  

BLESSING We receive the blessings of the triune God. 
  

P May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen 

 Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 

 forever. 
  

C Amen. 

  

  

  

SENDING HYMN 382 Christ Is Risen!  Alleluia! (vs. 1 & 4) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL 
  

P We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 
  

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their 

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 

  

P Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
  

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

  

P Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
  

C Thanks be to God!   

  

 + + +  
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Calendar for April 04 - 11 
  

April  4 Sun. 10:00 am Worship (online), Easter Sunday 
  

  7 Wed.    noon  Bible study 
  

 11 Sun. 10:00 am Worship, Second Sunday of Easter 
  

The office will be closed on April 05 for Easter Monday. 

  

Next Sunday, Second Sunday of Easter: 

  

Acts 4:32-35  

Psalm 133  

1 John 1:1--2:2  

John 20:19-31 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-4-11/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-4-11/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-4-11/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2021-4-11/0


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

EASTER LILIES ARE GIVEN TO THE GLORY OF GOD BY: 

  

Caroline Collins (2), dedicated to the glory of  God. 

  

Bob and Linda Eshleman (2) dedicated to the glory of  God. 

  

Rita Ford (3), dedicated to Pastor James Lochan, Leela Lochan, Veronica 

Lochan and John. 

  

Jan Harrison (2), in memory of  beloved parents and grandparents. 

  

Gladys Kane (2), in memory of  Steve Garbukas and John Kane 

  

Martha Marky (1), dedicated to the glory of  God. 

  

Gerry and Sandy Ness (2), dedicated to the glory of  God. 

  

Andrea Notley (2), dedicated to the Notley family. 

  

Sharon Simmons (2), dedicated to the glory of  God in thankfulness for His 

many blessings. 

  

the glory of  God in thankfulness for His many blessings. 

  

 



PRAYER REQUESTS 
  

New concerns: The family of Patricia Louise Basford (stepmother of Nathan Basford), 
mourning her passing; the family of Kim Hancock (colleague of Cheryl Stuart), our shared 
sympathy on the death of her sister from Covid; Mark Canning recovering from heart 

surgery.  

  

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd; 
Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor); being treated for rheumatoid 
arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan 
Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Jamie Ann Meyers (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend 
of Cassandra White); Gerhard Hofer (brother-in-law of Ridy Hofer).   
  

In treatment for cancer: Stephanie Barber; Cathie Nitti (niece of Sharon Simmons); Jenny 
(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy 
Sampson); James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Isabell Cintron (friend of Sharon 
Simmons); Sarah Lucas (friend of Cassandra White); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon 
Simmons); Chris Dickman (synod councilmember); child of Pr. Katrina Foster (friend of 
Cheryl). 
  

For health and protection:  For all affected by coronavirus: those experiencing mental 
health difficulties due to isolation; those with the disease struggling to recover; those on the 
front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personal, 
EMTs, the millions of unemployed people, etc. All immigrant families split apart by US 
Government; for the unaccompanied children entering the US, including those 
“unaccounted for”. 
  

For prisoners: Femi and Eddie; all those on death row.  
  

Other concerns: Karen Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton). 
  

Church concerns:  St. Stephen’s Congregational Council; The Florida-Bahamas Synod 
Council all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good 
News; Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth 
Eaton; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and 
ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola. 
  

World concerns: For all recovering in the Florida Panhandle from Hurricane Michael, 
including Messiah Lutheran Church; the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands 
continuing to recover from hurricanes; migrants fleeing violence in Central America; all 
those migrants and asylum seekers imprisoned by the US government; the people of 
Venezuela (birthplace of Bp. Suarez) and Hong Kong; for the Supreme Court as it considers 
cases involving the LGBTQ community.   


