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GOAL! 

This is what victory looks like. Last Saturday, 

Violet Greeley scored her very first soccer 

goal. “The girls’ team, the Dragons, had their 

first game of the season at Tom Brown Park,” 

said their mom, Denise Bookwalter. “Ceilia 

assisted with a kick to Violet, and Violet 

kicked the ball in. They won 3-1 and are  

looking forward to their next game.” Good 

teamwork, Greeley girls!  

 

LOOKING AHEAD TO OUR 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
By Pastor Tom 

 

The Church Council has finalized the agenda for the Jan. 22 congregational 

meeting. Here are some of the main topics we’ll be discussing and, in some cas-

es, voting on a week from Sunday. 

 

a. A review of the 2022 budget. 

b. A proposed 2023 budget that includes a salary increase for Office Manager 

Lori Zengel and Music Director/Organist/Pianist Katharine Gossman. 

“Compassionate,” “organized,” “dependable,” “professional,” “committed”: 

Those are a few of the adjectives regularly used to describe these long-

serving members of St. Stephen’s staff. They’re so reliable – and make it 

look so easy – that some of us probably take for granted the talent, person-

ality and effort it takes to manage a church office smoothly – or the skill and 

patience it takes to musically lead worship and teach a choir so well. Council 

members overwhelmingly support showing our love and support with a   

salary increase for Lori and Katharine. At the meeting, we’ll get into the   

specifics of how much we pay them now, how big an increase is being     

proposed and, in Lori’s case, what extra responsibilities she’d be taking on. 

c. A capital campaign to raise as much as $25,000 for a refurbished baby grand 

piano. It’s well past time for us to move up to an instrument that shows our 

dedication to St. Stephen’s music ministry. Our aging upright piano has 

served us well, but as the singing in our congregation has gotten stronger, 

Katharine has had to strike the keys harder to make the piano heard – and 

it’s taking a physical toll on her. With the congregation’s approval, our     

music ministry will work with a retired FSU expert to find the right piano for 

our worship space. 

d. What we think about the word 

“catholic” in our creeds, as pre-

viewed in earlier issues of the 

newsletter. 

e. The progress on a new St.      

Stephen sign for North Meridian 

Road. 
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REACHING OUT 
By Sharon Simmons, outreach coordinator 

 

MINISTRY MINUTE: “Overwhelmed” is how Adrian Fogelin felt when she heard 

that last month’s Noisy Offering collected $375 for the work of the Seminole 

Manor Neighborhood Association. Adrian, who described the neighborhood’s 

ministries in a Ministry Minute talk (summarized in a recent newsletter), said the 

donations would let the association restock its  

pantry for food-insecure people in and around  

Seminole Manor. FYI: There won’t be a Ministry  

Minute this month. Instead, we’ll be celebrating  

Reconciling in Christ Sunday on Jan. 29 – and the 

Noisy Offering will be designated for RIC. 

 

TNT: Our joint initiative with New Mount Zion AME Church has begun. This 

month, we’ll be collecting Toilet paper ’N’ Toiletries for distribution at the 

Kearney Center. Toss your items into the collection tub in the fellowship hall 

through Jan. 27. 

 

International Rescue Committee: Don’t forget to bring cleaning 

supplies for new residents. There’s a tub in the fellowship hall for 

those, too. 

 

Manna on Meridian: Manna continues to collect 

T-shirts (size medium or larger) to be turned into reusable 

bags for food distribution. FYI: You can donate to support 

the work of Manna in honor of a friend or family member. 

 

St. Stephen’s Justice and Mercy Fund: It needs Publix or gas gift cards to help 

those in need. You can also make a monetary donation. 

 

HERE COMES THE SUN 
 

Around this time of year, the morning sun dips low in the southern sky. In our 

sanctuary, that means sunlight flows right through our super-high windows and 

spills all over some of our northernmost seats. So 

for the next few weeks, if you’re sitting on the north 

side of the center aisle, it helps to be flexible. Last 

Sunday, for example, Ann Hingst was a role model 

for all of us. Third row, second chair in, she got  

an eyeful of sun as soon as she sat down. Don’t 

worry, said the well-meaning worshipper behind 

her (that was me): The sun should keep rising,  

and soon you’ll be OK. Well, not fast enough. So 

Ann quietly took the initiative. She tiptoed across 

the center aisle, sat down next to Tom Buchanan, 

quietly asked whether he could scoot over a bit, 

went back across the aisle and grabbed husband 

Emory so the two of them could worship on the 

shady side of the church. Susan Warren also retreated to the non-glare zone.  

If you find yourself blinded by the light some Sunday morning, or see a poor  

visitor who’s in solar distress, head to the shade.  

 

 

 

f.  The latest news on our Peace and Justice Endowment Fund.  

g. Imminent improvements and repairs to our columbarium. 

 

The congregational meeting is scheduled to begin shortly after the Jan. 22     

liturgy – roughly 11:30 a.m. For those who can’t attend in person, Lori will send 

out a Zoom link. This is your chance to catch up on the latest news from St.   

Stephen’s leaders. 



UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS 
 

Mark Canning - 01/13 

Nathan Basford - 01/19 

Myrna Dowdell - 01/21 

Stephen Barton - 01/22 

Denise Bookwalter - 01/22 

Ann Hingst - 01/22 

Sandy Ness - 01/24 

Gladys Kane - 01/28 

Jennifer Buchanan - 01/29 

Warren Schave - 01/31 

Jayden Schiffer - 01/31 

 

‘SECOND BIRTH’: EXCERPT  

FROM PASTOR TOM’S SERMON 
 

… Most of our world religions have a system of initiation, 

something like the term “second birth.” A time when a 

person is drawn into deeper questions like: What is life 

for? Why am I here? What is my, or your, purpose? …

Today, with the baptism of Jesus, we might be able to 

recognize that Jesus, too, experienced the initiation of 

second birth. 

 

… Jesus was around 30 years old, and I can’t help but wonder if he went out into 

that desert to find John, and the others there, because he needed a journey; an 

initiation…. This is the question that is asked underneath the surface of our 

texts this morning: How do they draw us into thinking of baptism in a different 

way? For it is more than a ceremony; more than a chance for a lovely reception 

or family reunion…. I wonder if we perform the ceremony without taking into  

account the images of being reborn? To find that it’s more than food, new 

clothes or a chance to see the baby, and more about a confession of faith and 

an important part of the process in each of our journeys that moves us to  

second birth…. 

 

COMING UP 
 

 Jan. 22: Congregational meeting, after the liturgy. 

 Jan. 29: Ministry of Reconciliation Sunday. 

 Feb. 19: Mardi Gras Talent Show. (Want to be part of it? Tell 

Lex Lutheran, rrhartung1@gmail.com.) 

 Feb. 22: Ash Wednesday. 

 

MORE MIDWEEK UPDATES 
 

 Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory 

you’d like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring 

the flowers for our service. Sign up on the flower chart in the 

narthex. The cost is $35, which you can place in the offering 

plate. 

 

 Have any questions for our Church Council members? They’re listed on our 

website, https://ststephenlutherantally.com/about-us.  

 

 Have anything to add to a future newsletter? Email Lori at 

sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com or call 850-385-2728.  
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UPCOMING DATES 
Sunday, Jan. 15: 
 

9 a.m. - Book study 

9:30 a.m. - Choir practice 

10 a.m. - Worship, Second Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Sunday, Jan. 22: 
 

9 a.m. - Book study 

9:30 a.m. - Choir practice 

10 a.m. - Worship with communion, Third Sunday after Epiphany 

11:30 a.m. - Congregational meeting 

 

 

If you have news or photos to share,  
please send them to Lori at  

sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com.   
 

Don’t forget our Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/ststephentallahassee.  

 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, ELCA 
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