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FROM PRAYING TO PLUMBING 
EXCERPTS FROM THE MINUTES OF SUNDAY’S CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING 

 

Pastor opened the meeting with a devotion from “Reclaiming the L Word,” by 

Kelly A. Fryer. [That word, by the way, is “Lutheran.”] A highlight was to realize 

it is so much easier to blame others when things are not going right. Do you  

accept responsibility for you? Start with remembering who we are, turn to God 

in prayer and take responsibility. 

 

Shooter/Intruder Training – Discussion about 

active shooter/ intruder training. Thoughtful 

discussion ensued with agreement that this 

training should occur and be open to anyone 

in the congregation. Sharon [Simmons] will 

call TPD/LCSO about training in the fall. 

 

Food Awareness – A space in the narthex cabinet can be made available to hold 

nonperishable food like peanut butter crackers and water for people who come 

to church hungry. Pastor will let ushers and greeters know its location, and  

Margaret [Bowers] will buy items at Sam’s. 

 

Plumbing – Waiting for a quote from White's Plumbing that will address two 

leaks in the parking lot, replacing cast-iron pipes under the parking lot, and  

special coating for the pipe under the sanctuary. The work to replace the section 

between the fellowship hall and sanctuary has been [completed], and the  

camera inspection [shows that] the PVC pipe under the sanctuary is in good 

shape. The Council thanks the donor who paid for the repair and inspection. 
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PIZZA, CRAFTS AND YOU 
 

An evening of crafts and pizza is taking place at church  

TOMORROW. Everyone is invited! Just let Rita Ford or  

Margaret Bowers know.  

 

 

Lights – Lights in the office/lobby and fellowship hall [were] converted to LED 

on May 8. Several lights need new ballasts, and the Council voted to convert 

them to LED to save on electricity costs. The estimate to convert 70 bulbs to 

LED is $2,500 [from existing funds].  

 

COME HEAR LIVE MUSIC WITH YOUR CHURCH PALS 
 

These lucky Lutherans enjoyed the OWLs luncheon Tuesday. And after hearing 

Tom Buchanan describe the live music that his Tallahassee Swing Big Band 

plays every Tuesday evening, they decided it’d be fun for a bunch of us to listen 

(and maybe even dance!) to it together on June 13. So this is your invitation! 

We’ll meet at the American Legion Hall on Lake Ella around 7:30 p.m. Admission 

is $6. Show up at 6:30 if you want free dance lessons. RSVP to organizer  

Margaret Bowers, who also took these photos. In the photo above, from left: 

Ron “No Dancing” Hartung, Ruth Hartung, Barbara Sullivan, Bob Eshleman,  

Linda Eshleman, Pastor Tom Holdcraft, Ann Hingst and Pastor Emeritus Emory 

Hingst. In the photo below, from left: Gladys Kane, Sharon Simmons, Billie  

Reardon, Jan Harrison, Gordon Fleischer and youthful guest speaker Tom  

Buchanan. 

 

BLESS THE GRADUATES 
 

Sandy Davis proudly reports that her youngest grandson, Caden Alvis, is  

graduating with honors from Leon High School on May 

24. After he attends Tallahassee Community College, 

he plans to transfer to the University of Florida to major 

in sports journalism/broadcasting.  

 

Got a 2023 St. Stephen graduate at your house? Let us know for next week’s 

newsletter.  



 

LEARNING HOW TO SAVE A LIFE  
 

Don’t forget to RSVP for the upcoming training session on CPR and using an 

AED to revive a person from sudden cardiac arrest. Our own Dr. Rudy Hehn  

will be our instructor. All members, visitors and guests are invited. “We hope 

the training is never needed,” Rudy said, “but it will be good to know we have 

people in our midst who can save a life.” Here are the details: 

 

*Sunday, May 21, 11:30 a.m., at church. 

*Snack lunch and intro. 

*Hands-on training in Basic CPR. 

*Demonstration of how to use a defibrillator. 

 

RSVP to sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com or call 

850-385-2728 

 

 

WANNA BUY A STROLLER? 
By Sharon Simmons, outreach coordinator 

 

The Florida-Bahamas Synod will meet in assembly June 8-10. Each year, the 

Synod chooses a nonprofit to support by asking delegates to bring donations 

from their congregations. This year, Harbor House of Central Florida has been 

chosen. Harbor House provides an emergency shelter and domestic-abuse call 

center.  The Outreach Committee is asking the congregation to please bring  

donations by June 4.  Items needed include:   

 

 Strollers (the umbrella type can be found at Walmart for 

$18). 

 Baby wash. 

 Diapers (sizes 5 and 6 are needed most). 

 Pull-ups (sizes 2 to 6). 

 Baby wipes.   

 

There’s a Harbor House tub in the fellowship hall for donated items. 

 

GUNS2GARDENS 

 

Are you concerned about our country’s pervasive gun violence? Would you like 

to do something concrete to get guns off the street? On June 10 from 10 a.m. 

until noon, eight local churches will join with churches nationwide for a safe 

surrender event in conjunction with the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship and 

RawTools. Our local event will be hosted by Good Shepherd Catholic Church, 

4665 Thomasville Road. It’s co-sponsored by the Leon County Sheriff's Office.  

  

Participants bring guns that they no longer want  

or use – unloaded and in the trunk of their car.  

After being inspected by a deputy, the gun will be 

dismantled using a chop saw, ensuring that it can 

never be used to harm anyone again. The metal will 

be sent to RawTools, which will forge it into garden 

tools – an instrument of death transformed into a 

tool that promotes life. Those turning in weapons 

will receive a gift card as a thank-you.  

  

For our event to succeed, we’ll need people to join us that day. Training will be 

provided for all participants. Volunteers are needed to be greeters, shepherds, 

saw operators, runners and cashiers, plus a photographer. Contact Debbie  

Gibson (gibsond1207@gmail.com), Susanne Korta (slkorta@gmail.com) or  

Sheldon Steen (sheldonsteen@gmail.com).  
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SNUGGLY SISTERS 
 

A friend of St. Stephen is seeking 

a new home for these two sweet 

sisters. Their human mother died 

suddenly in April. The cats have 

been together since birth in 2019 

and are very good at keeping 

each other entertained. Gigi is the 

black/white tuxedo cat, and Myrtle 

is a classic grey tabby. They’re 

spayed, up to date on their shots, 

and microchipped. If you’d like to 

know more, contact the Leon 

County Humane Society  

(850) 224-9193, 413 Timberlane 

Road, 

www.leoncountyhumane.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 May 21: CPR and AED session 

 May 28: Pentecost (choir’s last anthem until  

  after summer) 

 June 13: Live music at Lake Ella 

 July 30: Congregational meeting 

 Oct. 29: Bishop Suarez visits us on Reformation 

  Sunday 

 

MORE MIDWEEK UPDATES 
 

 Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special 

memory you’d like to honor? Celebrate the occasion   

by sponsoring the  flowers for our service. Sign up on 

the flower chart in the narthex. The cost is $35, which 

you can place in the offering plate. 
 

 Have any questions for our Church Council members? 

They’re listed on our website, https://ststephenlutherantally.com/about-us.  
 

 Have anything to add to a future newsletter? Email Lori at 

sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com or call 850-385-2728.  

 

EXCERPT FROM PASTOR TOM’S SERMON 
 

There’s always something special that happens when a church’s name comes 

around in the lectionary. But ours is a disturbing story in the Acts of the  

Apostles….. Stephen [was] a devoted follower who spoke truth to power, and 

that led to him paying the ultimate price…. 

 

On the surface it can look like the focus of the text is what a violent crowd can 

accomplish in a single moment…. But I don’t think that’s what Luke, the writer 

of Acts, was meaning for us to focus on…. There is no sign, nor word, that  

Stephen tried to run or fight back. [Instead], in the midst of an enraged crowd 

that ground their teeth and came at him, he turned his focus not on them. Verse 

55 told us, “He gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing 

at the right hand of God.”  

 

In the midst of the violence and instability of his personal safety, he kept his 

gaze focused on Christ…. For we know that God is up to something good, ... 

even in … the midst of today’s violence…. 
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UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS 
 

Eunice Muchuruza - 05/16 

Jennifer Dritt - 05/21 

Paxton Oates - 05/23 

Sandy Larson - 05/24 

Jake Hartung - 05/25 

Blake Simmons - 05/25 

Bevin Reardon - 06/03 

Billie Reardon - 06/03 

Susan Hehn—06/11 

Billie Oates - 06/14 

 

IN THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

This Friday: 
 

6 p.m. - Pizza & Crafts 

 

This Sunday: 
 

9a.m. - Ladies Tea Party 

9:30 a.m. - Choir practice 

10 a.m. - Worship, Sixth Sunday of Easter  

 

 

If you have news or photos to share,  
please send them to Lori at  

sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com.   
 

Don’t forget our Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/ststephentallahassee.  

 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, ELCA 
2198 N. Meridian Road | Tallahassee, FL 32303  

 

The Rev. Tom Holdcraft, Pastor 
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