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BUT ONLY GOD CAN MAKE A TREE 
 

This is not the way anyone wants to get on the front page of the church  

newsletter, but the Ehlmanns seem to be 

the St. Stephen people most dramatically 

clobbered by last Friday’s tornadoes. 

Look at that root ball next to Bryon in 

their Myers Park yard. Yeow. 

 

“On Day 5 of no power, while I hand-

wash some laundry, I'm listening to signs 

of survival and recovery – our sputtering 

generator, chainsaws next door, and  

Bryon on the phone with our insurance 

company and getting estimates from tree

-removal people,” Barb wrote Tuesday  

in response to our request for storm  

stories. “At least we have no major  

damage to our house.” But, boy, this 

maybe-60-foot-tall hickory tree came so 

close to landing on their roof.   

 

People living nearby were a Godsend. “Tuesday, when our generator conked 

out, our neighbors who just got power let us run an extension cord to their 

house,” Barb said. “And another sweet neighbor brought us delicious Publix 

subs for lunch.” 

 

As of Wednesday, the tree had been cut into pieces and the Ehlmanns’ power 

was back on. “I have moved most of the shade-loving plants to a new spot,” 

Barb said. “And we both enjoyed hot showers.”  

 

WHAT A GUY AT WHAT-A-BURGER 
By Billie Reardon 

 

An older friend who lives near Kate Sullivan Elementary School lost power in  

the very early hours of Friday morning. As Sunday evening rolled around, she 

was still without. She had noticed in midafternoon that her neighbors had theirs 

restored and so had called several times to report and inquire.  

 

Around 6:30 p.m. her brother picked her up to survey some of the 

area’s damage and to get a bite to eat. They went to What-a-Burger, 

where they saw a utility lineman also getting food. She went up to 

him and told him her plight. He looked up his records and said they 

showed her having power. He was just getting off duty after many 

hours to head home, but he said he would check to see what he 

could find out. That wonderful off-duty worker was at her home 

within 15 minutes. Even went up the poles, etc. He found AND fixed 

her problem! 

 

As we sometimes focus on our miseries, we tend to overlook the dedicated  

service of those trying to help us.   



 

GOT A MINUTE? MINISTRY MINUTE? 
 

Do you volunteer with a local nonprofit organization? If so, 

you’re invited to share your work with the church via a  

Ministry Minute session beginning this fall. Contact  

Caroline Collins at pinkandgreen850@gmail.com. She’ll be 

coordinating Ministry Minute.  

 

OUTREACH UPDATES 
By Sharon Simmons, outreach chief 
 

• Many thanks to all who bought a ticket for the KidSafe quilt raffle, which 

raised a total of $1,200 to purchase car seats. Now, on to the 

next fundraiser – courtesy of Lucky Goat Coffee. The sign-up 

sheet is in the fellowship hall, on the bulletin board above the 

collection tubs. Sign up by May 26. Delivery and payment will be 

the week of June 11. 

 

• Don’t forget that Unity in the Community is set for 3 p.m. Sunday, May 26, at 

Allen Temple CME Church, 849 Kissimmee St. See me if you have questions. 

 

• We’re still collecting toiletry items to be donated during  

  the Florida-Bahamas Synod Assembly, May 31-June 2.  

  Organizers need toothpaste, deodorant, razors, shaving  

  cream, lotions, brushes/combs, soap bars, liquid soap,       

  laundry soap, mouthwash, Chapstick, hand sanitizer and   

  dental floss. 

 

JUDAS: EXCERPT FROM PASTOR TOM’S SERMON 
 

... Most everyone serious about their faith journey and discipleship learning 

must ponder why Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus.... It’s not crystal-clear!... So 

Peter [as recorded in the first chapter of Acts] tried to explain what happened to 

Judas by connecting it to Scripture fulfillment. The ol’ “It had to happen.” [Peter] 

used his power, as oftentimes I have used mine, in dubious ways. Yet, it makes 

me thankful to have the freedom to change my mind and consider Judas with 

different eyes. That’s good because in many ways we are little Judases…. 
 

This does not mean we all would have done what Judas did…, but it does raise 

the question: How do we relate to some people believing in Jesus and some 

people not believing in Jesus? That’s the real question for us in the church  

today. What is our calling to navigate between those who believe and those who 

don’t – because we have the power to love or not…. 
 

So, while in the past I have focused a sermon (or two) on Peter’s good leader-

ship, … today I am led to admit that Peter’s explanation of why Judas did what 

he did is less than satisfactory…. To make excuses, or create reasons why peo-

ple sometimes do what they do as “predestined by Scripture,” is problematic. It 

would have been better for him to preach that what Judas did … was a deadly 

harmful action not only for Jesus, but for Judas’ connectivity to the disciple 

community. And Peter could have mentioned that … [Judas’] actions did not 

have to lead to death. After all, Peter could have said, “Look at me! I denied our 

Lord three times in his greatest need. I am not without sin, but I came back and 

was forgiven and welcomed.”...  
 

How tragic that [Judas] did not return to receive forgiveness….It makes me won-

der … if anyone ever went and searched for Judas. Did anyone offer him a life-

line to return? Was he around long enough to hear the rumors of resurrection? 
 

Perhaps this is our mission. It’s clear there’s something refreshing and uniquely 

inspiring about St. Stephen using her power to illuminate how we are being a 

“set-apart” community. We need to know how we would answer this question. Is 

there a line a person can cross that is so far that they would not be welcomed 

back? 
 

There’s a survey somewhere that asked why twenty- and thirty-somethings 

don’t go to church, and a majority said it was because churches aren’t Christian 

enough. Meaning churches don’t follow Jesus’ teaching. Then they asked  

another group … of twenty- and thirty-somethings who were brought up in the 

church but had left it. They said: “Just because I’m not there now doesn’t mean I 

won’t return.” We can satisfy both these demographics by choosing the power 

to love and by never pulling up the drawbridge for people to come to church. 

That’s what it means to belong to Jesus. 
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YOU, TOO, COULD BE A COUNTER 
 

Church givers are invaluable – but what good are 

givers if we don’t have counters? Every week, 

SOMEONE takes the time to sit down and add up 

the dollars and cents so generously contributed 

toward St. Stephen’s ministries. At the moment,  

St. Stephen’s counters are Margaret Bowers, 

Kirsten Ebbesen, Patricia Handschy, Billie Reardon, Rob Schiffer, Susan Warren 

– and Janet Barber, who’s about to return to Washington state for the summer.   

 

They could use some reinforcements. Could you become a St. Stephen counter? 

Margaret could show you the ropes. The other counters might give you a hug. 

And one of the angels in heaven might write “Blessed Counter” next to your 

name in the Great Book of Extra Credit. If you’re interested, please speak with 

Pastor Tom or Margaret. 

 
 

BEFORE YOU GO…  
• During the annual camping trip to St. George Island, Susan Hehn photo-

graphed a couple of the island’s feathered residents: a great blue heron on 

the left, an osprey on the right. Beautiful. 
 

• We checked in with Bob Eshleman and got this encouraging update: “I      

am doing well and feeling good. It was decided that I needed to have a      

defibrillator implanted. A cardiologist will be in touch with us [Thursday]  

afternoon via FaceTime. It has been two weeks since we last spoke with him, 

so we are hoping we will get the surgery scheduled. The insurance should 

certainly have been approved by now. I have to keep wearing the Life Vest 

(bra) and the portable defibrillator until the day of the surgery.” 
 

• Ruth Hartung is scheduled to begin chemotherapy this coming Wednesday. 

She’d appreciate your prayers. 
 

• Pastor Tom Miller, who has subbed for Pastor Tom Holdcraft several times, 

has been diagnosed with Guillain-Barre syndrome. “He's getting treatment 

for that and is currently at HCA Rehab,” says our full-time Pastor Tom.     

“He appreciates our prayers, and I am seeing him for the second time this 

Friday.”   
 

• If you have an anniversary, birthday, special memory or  

special St. Stephen person or program you’d like to honor, 

celebrate by sponsoring the altar flowers for our service. 

Sign up on the flower chart, out by the nametags, or ask Lori 

to sign you up. Include the $40 with your regular offering. 

And then take the flowers home! 
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COMING UP 
 

Today: 
 

Noon - Al-Anon meets in fellowship hall (FH) 
 

7 p.m. - AA meets in FH 
 

This Friday: 
 

9:30 a.m. - TOPS meets in FH 

 

This Saturday: 

10 a.m. - Sew for Hope meets in FH 
 

This Sunday: 
 

9 a.m. - Book study 
 

9:30 a.m. - Choir practice 
 

10 a.m. - Worship, Third Sunday of Easter 
 

4 p.m. - Congolese Christian worship in FH  
 

Monday, May 20: 
 

5 p.m. - TIMA meets in FH 
 

7 p.m. - TIMA meets in FH 

 

Wednesday, May 22: 
 

5 p.m. - TIMA meets in FH 

 

If you have news or photos to share,  
please send them to Lori at  

sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com.   
 

Don’t forget our Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/ststephentallahassee.  

 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, ELCA 
2198 N. Meridian Road | Tallahassee, FL 32303  

 

The Rev. Tom Holdcraft, Pastor 

UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

Eunice Muchuruza - 05/16 

Jennifer Dritt - 05/21 

Paxton Oates - 05/23 

Sandy Larson - 05/24 

Jake Hartung - 05/25 

Blake Simmons - 05/25 

Bevin Reardon - 06/03 

Billie Reardon - 06/03 

Susan Hehn - 06/11 

Billie Oates - 06/14 
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