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THANKS FROM BLAKE 
Thank you to the St. Stephen congregation for everything you have done to  

support me 

through my life. 

The support of my 

art and your aid 

and generosity 

while sending  

me off to West 

Virginia University 

are appreciated. 

Being at St.  

Stephen my whole 

life has given  

me unmatched 

opportunities. The 

handmade quilt will go with me and remind me of all of you every day. Thank 

you so much. 
 

--Blake Simmons 

 

AND THANKS FROM BLAKE’S GRANDMA 
[We found these photos in our files, from as far back as 2016.] 

 

Dear St. Stephen Family, 

The African proverb says, “It takes a village to raise a child,” and I want to thank 

my St. Stephen Village/Family who were instrumental in helping on my journey 

as a first-time “Oma.” 

 

There were friends who were happy to hold a 

fussy baby Blake (Denise Bookwalter and Mark 

Greeley) during Sunday services. Or Nathan  

Basford and the late Don Dowd, who generously 

walked Blake around until she fell asleep during 

the speeches at our church’s 50
th

 anniversary.  

Or Nathan getting a jump on Sunday School by 

including her in his K-1 class when she was 4. 

 

Then there were Andrea Notley and Nathan  

collaborating on Blake’s first Christmas program. 

Terri Schmitt’s creative ideas to include an art  

gallery with the Christmas program and encourag-

ing Blake to hand-paint butterflies on cleaned shells 

and decorating cloth butterflies for Easter. Blake’s 

receipt of her Spark Bible from Pastor Marda in the 

third grade was an important milestone. Terri and 

Rita Ford routinely looked for ways to encourage 

and incorporate her love of art into any activities at 

church. There was Pastor Tom welcoming her to 

adult book study when she was too old to be with 

the “little kids.” Back-row Babes Billie Reardon and 

Caroline Collins 

engaging her 

about her studies 

and interests and making her feel valued. The 

Eshlemans sharing jokes (mostly Bob) and 

greetings (Linda) to make Blake feel welcome 

every time she entered the sanctuary. Along 

with Colin and Graham Hackley making sure 

Blake knew that she was invited to Graham’s 

lemonade stand and that her favorite cookies 

(chocolate chip) were always available. 
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There were Sue and Phil Williams hosting Sunday School kickoff swim parties, 

where a fledgling swimmer had a safe place to practice. Judi Duffy, who NEVER 

forgot Blake’s name. Susan and Rudy Hehn, who gave Blake her first “fan” letter 

after her inaugural puppet performance. [The puppet is  

pictured at left.] Eunice and Victor Muchuruza, who shared 

parental watch duties during program rehearsals. Sandy  

and Lawana Lamb-Daniels, who regularly greeted and kept up 

with Blake. Margaret Bowers, Carol Santos and Lawana, who 

put together a great party. Barb and Bryon Ehlmann, who 

showed their appreciation for Blake’s art through the years. 

The Allen family, who proved to be kindred art creators. Beth 

Alexander, who included Blake in “surprise” parties. Ron and 

Ruth Hartung, who supported her and shared her art endeavors through the 

years. 

 

I may have inadvertently omitted the names of 

some folks, but each of you has played an  

important role in Blake’s faith journey. I am  

confident that my St. Stephen family will  

continue to hold Blake in prayer as she embarks 

on her adventure at West Virginia. As plans 

stand now, July 21 will be her last time in church 

before she heads north. Thank you, and God’s 

blessings on all of you. 
 

--Oma Sharon Simmons 

 

BEFORE YOU CAN VOTE… 
 

Conscientious voter Dave Suhrweir reminds us that the deadline for registering 

to vote in Leon County is right around the 

corner. Sure, there might have been years 

when you could be forgiven for asking, 

“Does it really matter if I vote?” Without a 

doubt, though, this is not one of those 

years. Have you registered? Do you even 

remember?  

 

Not to worry. The hard-working patriots at the Leon County Supervisor of  

Elections Office do a great job of explaining what you need to know. So you  

can visit them online, give them a call or drop by. Their mission: “To provide 

outstanding voter services and accessible elections in Leon County with  

integrity, transparency, and accuracy.” God bless them for that. 

 

By the way, the deadline to register to vote this 

year is July 22. It’s printed on the card above, 

as are the address, website and phone number. 

“I called that number just to try it out,” Dave 

said, “and found the person quite helpful,  

confirming that I am registered and on their 

mail-in-voting list. She said that the mail-in  

ballots are mailed from the elections office soon after July 22.” 

 

SEE WHAT’S COMING UP 
By Margaret Bowers, our director of fun stuff 
 

• Hospitality will have no events in July. We’ll resume in     

August with the Back-To-School Backpack Drive and the 

Stovers' new-member reception.  
 

• OWLs (Older Wiser Lutherans) will resume in August with a   

 luncheon at 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, Aug. 13, in the fellowship    

 hall. It’s a “Bring Your Own Lunch” event where we’ll plan    

 future luncheon events. 
 

• Our participation in listening to (and dancing to) Tallahassee 

Swing at the American Legion Hall will resume Tuesday, 

Aug. 20.  FREE dance lessons begin at 6:30 p.m., and the band 

starts at 7:30 p.m. Admission is $10. No need to RSVP – be-

cause we’ll be there! 
 

• We’re getting quotes on creating our own St. Stephen cook book, called 

“Seasoned With Love.” Gather up your best recipes ever. More information 

to come. 



 

SPEAKING OF COOKBOOKS… 
 

St. Stephen published its own cookbook in 1993, and it too was called 

“Seasoned With Love.” “This cookbook is dedicated to the 

loyal members of our church,” read the dedication. “Profits 

from the sales of this cookbook will be donated towards the 

building of our new sanctuary.” The profits probably were 

puny, but the contributing chefs were priceless. Among 

those who contributed recipes were Sue Canning, Jan  

Harrison, Martha Marky, Sandy Ness, Billie Reardon and 

Emily Ruddell – along with many old potluck friends who 

are no longer with us.  

 

‘GOD WILL RESCUE ME’:  

A BIT OF PASTOR’S SERMON 
 

… You’ve probably heard this funny story told long ago. There was a man 

stranded in his house when his neighborhood suddenly flooded. He had no time 

to escape, so he climbed onto his roof and prayed to God for a divine rescue. As 

the water rose ever higher, a man in a rowboat came by. “Can I help you?” he 

shouted from the boat. “No,” the man called back, “the Lord will rescue me!” 

 

Soon the water was at his waist. A second boat came by. Again there was the 

offer to help. Again the man replied, “No, the Lord will take care of me.” Not long 

after that, the water was at the man’s neck when a helicopter whirled into view.  

The stranded man shouted, “Go on! God will rescue me!” 

 

Well, he drowned. Once he got through the gates of heaven he asked the Lord, 

“I’ve been faithful. What happened? Why didn’t you save me?” The Lord replied, 

“Well, I really don’t know what happened. I sent two rowboats and a helicopter!” 

 

It’s a funny story but it makes the point that sometimes we think God’s work on-

ly occurs in grand events like parting seas or empty tombs. God does work that 

way, but more often God works in the ordinary, undramatic and routine encoun-

ters of life. Even in the parts of life that we identify as low points, keep watch for 

something amazing to occur – but often in ordinary form. 

 

Welcome that good news! Embrace that trust and hold the door open. And for 

God’s sake, get in the boat! 

 

SUCH A TASTY YARD 
By Ron Hartung 

 

As requested by Ruth, last week I came home from the nursery with a handful of 

plants to fill a few gaps in our backyard garden. I placed them temporarily on the 

back-porch floor and scurried inside to eat. A while later, I came out to water our 

new adoptees and figure out where to plant them – only to discover that three of 

the 4-inch-tall plastic pots contained only soil. Someone straight out of a Beatrix 

Potter story had nibbled the sweet potato vines for lunch. [Photo: Same yard, 

different year, similar appetite] 

 

A few days later, as we gazed out our wide 

living-room window, we caught a certain 

cottontail in the act. He was crouching  

beside a multi-stalked, bubble-gum-pink 

Tall Phlox. “No way he can munch on those 

blooms,” I thought, since they were five 

times taller than the naughty bunny. Naugh-

ty but clever. He stood up beside one  

skinny stalk and used his razor-sharp teeth 

to slice through it. The stalk toppled over, 

delivering a pink snack at just the right 

height.  

 

Did they have problems like this in the Garden of Eden? If Adam and Eve had 

behaved themselves, would I still have to resort to spray bottles of rabbit  

repellent? Is God amused by this comic interplay among bunnies, blossoms  

and retirees – who keep laying out a backyard smorgasbord yet act surprised 

when long-eared vegetarians accept the apparent dinner invitation? 

 

Our Tall Phlox are still tall. At least they were a minute ago. I’d better check. 
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UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS 
 

Tom Buchanan - 07/13 

Jonas Holdcraft - 07/15 

Margaret Bowers - 07/19 

Corine Brathwaite - 07/19 

Emily Ruddell - 07/20 

Michael Robinson - 07/25 

Bert Sundberg - 07/25 

Kirsten Ebbesen - 07/26 

Ben Claussen - 07/29 

Astrid van der Mark - 08/02 

Doug Mann - 08/06 

Sharon Simmons - 08/09 

Caroline Collins - 08/14 

 

COMING UP 
 

Today: 
 

Noon - Al-Anon meets in fellowship hall (FH) 

7 p.m. - AA meets in FH 

 

This Friday: 
 

9:30 a.m. - TOPS meets in FH 

 

This Sunday: 
 

9 a.m. - Book study 

10 a.m. - Worship, Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

4 p.m. - Congolese Christian worship in FH  

 

Monday, July 15: 
 

5 p.m. - TIMA meets in FH 

7 p.m. - TIMA meets in FH 

 

Wednesday, July 17: 
 

5 p.m. - TIMA meets in FH 

 

 

If you have news or photos to share,  
please send them to Lori at  

sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com.   
 

Don’t forget our Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/ststephentallahassee.  

 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church, ELCA 
2198 N. Meridian Road | Tallahassee, FL 32303  

 

The Rev. Tom Holdcraft, Pastor 

 

BEFORE YOU GO…  
• Our congregational meeting is set for Aug. 11. Be watching for further      

details. 
 

• If you have an anniversary, birthday, special memory or 

special St. Stephen person or program you’d like to honor, 

celebrate by sponsoring the altar flowers for our service. 

Sign up on the flower chart, out by the nametags, or ask 

Lori to sign you up. Include the $40 with your regular      

offering. And then take the flowers home! 
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