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OUR WORSHIP LIFE 
 

“With summer coming to a close and the routines of the fall about to begin,” 

Pastor Tom says, “now is a good time to return to in-person worship at St.  

Stephen. We are excited to be together again, if possible!” 

 

Thank goodness that, even during the summer broil, we’ve had a pretty steady 

stream of in-person worshippers – including kids who’ve come forward for the 

children’s message. This photo from Sunday shows Elliot, Graham, Bastian 

(with his head down) and Armand helping Pastor Tom explore the mysteries of 

feeding thousands of people with five loaves of bread and two fish.  

 

While we’re encouraging more in-person worship, we hasten to add that online 

worship remains a welcome alternative for those who need it. Last Sunday, for 

example, Chris Bischoff tuned in from Michigan. And traveler Rita Ford joined 

us from Guyana. God bless them, and God bless our people who make worship 

possible in all of its forms. (Photo by Colin Hackley) 

 

NEW COUNTRY, NEW BABIES, NEW CAR SEATS 
 

KidSafe continues its ministry to our community. “We had a request for three 

safety seats and two boosters from the International Rescue Committee,”  

Executive Director Dottie Hinkle (pictured below) said last week, “and Gary 

Rusinko, our new board member, volunteered to do the delivery. We met at 

Grace, loaded up his car and delivered to IRC.  

 

“IRC has had three new babies this week, and they were all greeted with brand-

new car seats, and boosters  

for their older brothers and  

sisters. The families are from 

the Democratic Republic of 

Congo and Afghanistan. We are 

making a difference with these 

families, who will now be able 

to use Uber or Lyft to start their 

new lives in Tallahassee.” Want 

to know more about KidSafe 

(also known as Lutheran Social 

Services of North Florida)? Talk 

to President Barbara Ehlmann 

at church, or call Dottie at     

850-241-6434. Or check out the website: https://www.kidsafebigbend.org/  

https://www.kidsafebigbend.org/
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SPEAKING OF THE IRC… 
By Sharon Simmons, outreach coordinator 

 

Two tubs of school supplies were delivered to IRC on Monday morning along 

with a trunkful of housewares. Many thanks for your generosity. We will  

continue to collect school supplies through the end of August to be given  

to students who need them.  

 

In other outreach news: 

• Our August Noisy Offering will be designated for  

Lutheran Disaster Response.  Although it has       

already been a hot summer, September is when     

we may see an uptick in hurricanes and other       

catastrophic weather events. Our donations will   

support the essential work of Lutheran Disaster    

Response when it’s needed. 
 

• Ministry Minute will return the third Sunday in September. Our speaker will 

be a member of the congregation sharing vital work in our community. Be 

sure to be here. You don’t want to miss it. 
 

• The Outreach Committee will meet at 11:15 a.m. Sunday in the fellowship 

hall. 

 

‘WITH DIGNITY AND RESPECT’ 
 

Last Sunday, during announcements, Donna Schiffer encouraged us to reach 

out to the Kearney Center amid its plumbing woes. This morning’s story from 

the WFSU website indicates that the community really stepped up. 

 

Last week the Kearney Center endured a series of leaks that shut down the 

homeless shelter’s kitchen and hot water for days. The community’s response 

was a message to the people who live there. 

 

Vicki Butler, the Kearney Center’s director of operations, was 

still finding new leaks when she got the first call. Second 

Harvest of the Big Bend had heard about the fiasco and was 

sending water. And then the community found out what was 

happening and began to bring water, meals – everything they 

needed. 

 

Butler says that was a crucial message to people who often feel they’re  

perceived in a negative way. “… They’re used to trying just to stay safe or away 

from other people in the community," she said. "So, when the community comes 

here and they’re treated with dignity and respect, and they’re treated with love 

and care and healing, then they go, ‘Okay, the community hasn’t given up on 

me.’”  

 

… The leaks have been fixed, but Butler says help from volunteers is always 

welcome. 

 

‘GOD ISN’T SO SMALL’ 
By Karen E. Olson 

 

St. Stephen faces the occasional building-and-grounds challenge, but nothing 

we’ve faced compares to this tale from Dixie County 40 years ago. Karen dug  

up this fascinating story back when she was a reporter for the Tallahassee  

Democrat. Here’s an excerpt showing a pastor of extraordinary faith.  

 

HORSESHOE BEACH – As the Rev. Maxine Birchfield sees it, there’s only one 

thing to do when your church is caught in a feud between the Internal Revenue 

Service and a convicted marijuana smuggler: Pray…. 

 

At stake is the House of Prayer, a yellow block church with plush red pews, 

eight crystal lamps and a big sign in front declaring “Jesus is Lord.” Surround-

ed by choirs of bright green tree frogs, it sits on an acre of swampy land in Dixie 

County, 100 miles southeast of Tallahassee. The deed is held by Floyd “Bubba” 

Capo, now serving a 38-year sentence for marijuana smuggling. Although Capo 

is not affiliated with the congregation, he had offered Birchfield the building. The 

IRS has slapped a lien on the property, claiming that Capo owes the government 

$1.2 million in taxes on unreported 1977 income…. 
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Faith is especially important, [church] members agreed, in a place like Dixie 

County. The terrain, with its many Gulfside inlets, is a notorious haven for drug 

smugglers. With the smuggling trade have come reports of arson, violence and 

ruined businesses. A cousin of Birchfield’s was killed by smugglers, she said…. 

 

The lure of easy money is especially difficult to resist, she said, now that  

well-paying jobs are so hard to find. The county has 8,000 residents and 1,000 

boats…. Some fishermen, Birchfield said, describe the marijuana trade as 

“God’s blessing” to help them survive economic hard times. “I’m here to say 

that God isn’t so insufficient and so small that He needs to use evil to meet His 

needs,” she preached Sunday.  

 

The publicity surrounding her church will help her spread her message, she 

said. “Here you are out in the woods, and everybody’s putting you down and 

calling you the ‘pot church.’ But I believe God put us here 

because there has been a bad reputation put on this church, 

and we can change it. We don’t have to be afraid or ashamed, 

because the word of God is with us.” 

 

You’ll find this and more of Karen’s stories in the book 

“Frogs, Turtles and Pineapples: Notes From a Pilgrim in  

Progress,” available at church or from Karen. 

 

‘GOD’S ABUNDANCE’: EXCERPT  

FROM PASTOR TOM’S SERMON 
 

When Jesus saw the crowd that had followed him into the wilderness, he had 

compassion for them. Sure, they were hungry, some were likely really starving, 

but we are also told that he healed them. The sick, the hurting and the hungry, 

Jesus healed. 

 

Some of us today need that healing. Or people we care about need that healing. 

Some of us here need to be like the disciples, too, and hear what Jesus said, 

“You need not send them away; you give them something to eat.” 

 

When the disciples heard this from Jesus they said, “We have nothing here but 

five loaves and two fish.” I can relate to their  

response: “Who am I? I am just one person. I’m 

barely making ends meet.” When we say such 

things – and I say them, too – we participate in 

life with the attitude of scarcity, instead of an  

assurance of abundance. The scarcity becomes a 

self-fulfilling prophecy. If we think we lack, then 

we will. When we know of God’s abundance, then 

we are indeed abundant…. Five loaves and two 

fish suddenly became enough to feed thousands, 

and people sat down to eat and formed new relationships….  

 

What we do here at St. Stephen is shaped by this text of the feeding of the 

5,000+, where everyone was welcome and everyone fed. It overflows to every 

breakfast, lunch and dinner that we share, too. When we eat with one another 

there is the presence of God. The Bread of life, Christ’s own body, for the  

hungry and for the lost. 

 

MORE MIDWEEK UPDATES 

• Pastor Tom passed out Noisy 

Offering gift cards for these five 

teachers who are returning to 

their classrooms. Receiving gift 

cards worth $160 each were, 

from left, Jen Reece (Gretchen 

Everhart teacher), Andrea    

Notley (DeSoto Trail), Colleen 

Holdcraft (Killearn Lakes),   

Donna Schiffer (Oak Ridge) and 

Terri Schmitt (Nims). (Photo by 

Colin Hackley) 
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UPCOMING BIRTHDAYS 
 

Caroline Collins - 08/14 

Val Sullivan - 08/17 

Marilyn Larson - 08/22 

Greta Scavone - 08/23 

Jerry Harrison - 08/24 

Andrea Notley - 08/26 

Susan Warren - 08/26 

Melissa Barton - 08/27 

Annette Claussen - 09/06 

Martha Marky - -09/08 

Sarah Rumph - 09/08 

Greta Langley - 09/09 

Bryon Ehlmann - 09/11 

Aaron Halvorson - 09/14 

Ron Hartung - 09/14 

 

 

• Wish we had pictures of Pastor Tom and Mark Warren shoveling load       

after load of heavy soil Saturday morning and then 

wheeling it across the parking lot to the area scarred 

by our recent plumbing repairs. When the new sod 

went down on top of it, our lawn looked (sorta) like 

new again. 
 

• Mom Jennifer Buchanan posted this on Facebook: 

“So proud of Michael, who’s finished his Foreign 

Service orientation and received his assignment to 

Shenyang, China, [his wife] Sandya’s next posting.” 

Congratulations, Michael. 
 

• No newsletter next week. The editor will be out of 

town. 

 
 

• Pastor Tom reports that we’ve received gifts from the   

  congregation to resupply the Justice & Mercy Fund.    

  “Thanks for the generous sharing  of resources for    

  people in crisis,” he says. 

 

• What a pleasure to have Gladys Kane worshipping with us in person last 

Sunday. 
 

• What a pleasure, too, to see the various people, new and old, who’ve 

stepped up to assist with the liturgy this summer.  
 

• We thank God for Olivia’s filling in on piano the past two Sundays. And we 

look forward to Katharine’s return this Sunday! 
 

• Thanks to Care & Hospitality Coordinator Margaret Bowers, we have an easy 

way to donate meals to Pastor Emeritus Emory Hingst and Ann. Here’s      

the link: Meals For Emory & Ann Hingst via Take Them A Meal. It tells you 

everything you need to know, including their food preferences. 
 

• Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory 

you’d like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring 

the flowers for our service. Sign up on the flower chart in 

the narthex. The cost is $35, which you can place in the 

offering plate. 

https://takethemameal.com/BLRH8790


 

IN THE WEEK AHEAD 
 

Today: 

12 p.m. - Al Anon meets in FH 

7 p.m. - AA meets in FH 

 

This Friday: 

9:30 a.m. - TOPS meets in FH 

6 p.m. - Game Night (outside group) 

 

This Sunday: 

9 a.m. - Book study 

10 a.m. - Worship, Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

11:30 a.m. - Outreach Committee meeting 

4 p.m. - Congolese Church Group meets in FH 

 

Monday, Aug. 14: 

5 p.m. - TIMA (Tallahassee Martial Arts) meets in FH 

7 p.m. - Compassionate Friends meet in the education wing 

 

Wednesday, Aug. 16: 

5 p.m. - TIMA meets in FH 

 

If you have news or photos to share,  
please send them to Lori at  

sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com.   
 

Don’t forget our Facebook page:  
https://www.facebook.com/ststephentallahassee.  
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