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INTRODUCTION  

This week, the center of the church’s year, is one of striking contrasts: Jesus rides into 

Jerusalem surrounded by shouts of glory, only to be left alone to die on the cross, 

abandoned by even his closest friends. Mark’s gospel presents Jesus in his complete human 

vulnerability: agitated, grieved, scared, forsaken. Though we lament Christ’s suffering and all 

human suffering, we also expect God’s salvation: in the wine and bread, Jesus promises that 

his death will mark a new covenant with all people. We enter this holy week thirsty for the 

completion of God’s astonishing work. 

   

  

PRELUDE   

 

 

 

 + GATHERING +  
  

Pastor   Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  

Congregation  Hosanna in the highest! 

  

  

PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL  Mark 11:1-11 

  

P The holy gospel according to Luke, the eleventh chapter 
  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

  

1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of  

Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, 

and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; 

untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord 

needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and found a colt tied near 

a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the bystanders said to them, 

“What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they 

allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and 

he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches 

that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who followed were 

shouting,  

  

 

  



 “Hosanna! 

 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! 

 Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

 

11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around at 

everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

  

P The gospel of the Lord. 
  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

  

  

  

BLESSING OF PALMS 
  

P The Lord be with you. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 
  

 Almighty and Loving God, it is indeed right to give you our thanks and praise for the 

acts of love by which you have redeemed us through Christ Jesus our Savior.  The 

Hebrews acclaimed Jesus as the Messiah and King with palm branches in their 

hands, carrying them forth from the place and crying out “Hosanna in the  

 Highest” and “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.”  God, help 

us acclaim Jesus as our Messiah and King and follow Him in the way that leads to 

eternal life. 
  

C Amen. 

  

P Let us go forth in peace. 
  

C In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



PROCESSIONAL HYMN  (verses 1, 3-5) 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 
  

C Hosanna in the highest! 

  



 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY   
  

P Let us pray. 
  

Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus 

Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross.  In your mercy  

enable us to share in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his 

resurrection, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  
  

C Amen. 

 

  

+ WORD +  

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a 
  

The image of the servant of God is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s reading describes 

the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like Jesus, the servant does not 

strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love. 

  

4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the 

weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who 

are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn 

backward. 6I gave my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out 

the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 

 

7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face 

like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who 

will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront 

me. 9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me guilty? 

  

Reader  The word of the Lord. 
  

C  Thanks be to God. 

  

 



PSALM: Psalm 31:9-16  We sing the psalm responsively. 

  

  

  

 

 

Leader  9Have mercy on me, O LORD, for I | am in trouble;  

  my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat | and my belly. 

 

C  10For my life is wasted with grief, and my | years with sighing;  

  my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones | are  

  consumed. 

 

L 11I am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a dismay to | my  

 acquaintances; when they see me in the street | they avoid me. 

 

C  12Like the dead I am forgotten, | out of mind; 

  I am as useless as a | broken pot. 

 

L 13For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is | all around; 

  they put their heads together against me; they plot to | take my life. 

 

C  14But as for me, I have trusted in | you, O LORD. 

  I have said, “You | are my God. 

 

L 15My times are | in your hand; 

  rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who | persecute  

 me. 

 

C  16Let your face shine up- | on your servant; 

  save me in your | steadfast love.”   

   

Spoken after the psalm is sung: 
  

C Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11 
  

Christ did not act to attain status and glory but was obedient to God even to the point of death. Following 

Christ’s example, we do not seek personal status or glory but care for others as God cared for us in Christ’s 

death. 

  

5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was in the form of 

God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, 7but emptied himself, 

taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 

8he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 

 

9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, 10so 

that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. 

  

Reader  The word of the Lord. 
  

C  Thanks be to God. 

 

  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: THE PASSION OF OUR LORD ACCORDING TO MARK 
  

Readers: Narrator - Jen Reece; Jesus - Chris Reece; Peter - Graham Reece; Servant - Karen Olson; Judas - Elliot 

Reece; Pilate - Colleen Holdcraft; Witness - Isabel Barton; High Priest - Judi Duffy; and People – in-person 

congregation 



 HYMN OF THE DAY  342 There in God’s Garden (vs. 1, 3-4, 6) 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NICENE CREED 
  

P Let us confess our faith. 
  

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

  

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally  

 begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

 God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 

 things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

 was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly  

 human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 

 death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with 

 the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

 the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

 and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

 the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

 glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

 catholic and apostolic church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the  

 forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 

 the world to come.  Amen. 

 

  

  

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

  

Each petition ends:  Hear us, O God. 
  

Congregational response:  Your mercy is great. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING HYMN   
  

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and gifts are brought forward. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER  
  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 



+ SENDING + 
  

BLESSING We receive the blessings of the triune God.  
  

P You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as 

holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a 

blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity.  
  

C Amen. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

   

CLOSING HYMN  348 Stay with Me 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL 
  

P We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 
  

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share 

 their faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 

  

P Go in peace.  Share the good news. 
  

C Thanks be to God.  

 + + +  

  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Calendar for March 28 - April 4 
  

March 28 Sun. 10:00 am Worship (online), Sunday of the Passion/ 

     Palm Sunday 
  

 31 Wed.  noon  Bible study (online) 

  

April  1 Thu. Noon  Drive-up Prayer and Communion 

  Thu.  6:00 pm Maundy Thursday service with communion (online) 
  

  2 Fri.  6:00 pm Good Friday Service (online) 
  

  4 Sun. 10:00 am Worship with communion(online), Easter Sunday 

  

  

  

  

Lent 

  

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

   

Next Sunday’s Readings, Easter Sunday: 
  

Acts 10:34-43  

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24  

1 Corinthians 15:1-11  

Mark 16:1-8  
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PRAYER REQUESTS  

New concerns:  Mark Canning recovering from heart surgery; Mark Eagelfeld (friend of 
Judi Duffy), being treated for COVID. 
  

For the sick: Val Sullivan; Margarete Decker (mother of Caroline Collins); Don Dowd; 

Isabelle Taylor (granddaughter of Bill & Connie Taylor); being treated for rheumatoid 

arthritis and Primary Immunodeficiency; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Dan 

Graney (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Jamie Ann Meyers (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Sarah (friend 

of Cassandra White); Gerhard Hofer (brother-in-law of Ridy Hofer).   

  

In treatment for cancer: Stephanie Barber; Cathie Nitti (niece of Sharon Simmons); Jenny 

(niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Maggie Soff (friend of Sandy 

Sampson); James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); Isabell Cintron (friend of Sharon 

Simmons); Sarah Lucas (friend of Cassandra White); Bruce Blubaum (cousin of Sharon 

Simmons); Tiffany Nuce and unborn baby (family of Barbara ODonnell); Chris Dickman 

(synod councilmember); child of Pr. Katrina Foster (friend of Cheryl). 

  

For health and protection:  For all affected by coronavirus: those experiencing mental 

health difficulties due to isolation; those with the disease struggling to recover; those on the 

front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personal, 

EMTs, the millions of unemployed people, etc. All immigrant families split apart by US 

Government; for the unaccompanied children entering the US, including those 

“unaccounted for”. 

  

For prisoners: Femi and Eddie; all those on death row.  

  

Other concerns: Karen Olson; Blanche White (Melissa Barton). 

  

Church concerns:  St. Stephen’s Congregational Council; The Florida-Bahamas Synod 

Council all congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good 

News; Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Bishop Elizabeth 

Eaton; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and 

ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola. 

  

World concerns: For all recovering in the Florida Panhandle from Hurricane Michael, 

including Messiah Lutheran Church; the people of Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands 

continuing to recover from hurricanes; migrants fleeing violence in Central America; all 

those migrants and asylum seekers imprisoned by the US government; the people of 

Venezuela (birthplace of Bp. Suarez) and Hong Kong; for the Supreme Court as it considers 

cases involving the LGBTQ community.  


