
 

 

Jeremiah 31:7-14   John 1:1-18    Ephesians 1:3-14 

 

“From Jesus’ fullness we have all  

 received grace upon grace.” AMEN! 

 

It is good to be honest with one another.  

 

I will be honest this morning.  

 

Sometimes it is terrifying to stand here and  

 deliver what is supposed to be  

  a Holy Spirit inspired message.  

 

And it is not only because I want the message  

 to be meaningful for you, but also because  

  there’s a tinge of worry about what I might say.  

 

Will I condemn myself when  

 I say the things I say?  

 

It’s a real concern because there are  

 a few places in the Bible where it clearly  

  states “woe” upon the person who  

   changes the words in the Bible.  

 

The text in Revelation pops up first in 

  my mind...Chapter 22:18:  

 

“I warn everyone who hears the words of  

 the prophecy of this book;  



 

 

  if anyone adds to them,  

 

God will add to that person the plagues  

 described in this book.”  

 

See what I mean!  

 

That’s a lot of pressure for a thoughtful person. :-)  

 

You have noticed that I “adjust”  

 the language I read from our Bible 

   translation on occasion.  

 

Especially in this John chapter one section...  

 

In this poetic section of the gospel it is easy  

 to get lost in all of the “he” this and “he” that.  

 

On top of this, the text is so familiar to us 

  that we are tempted to no longer listen  

  to the words.  

 

We might follow along with our eyes but  

 the mind wanders somewhere else.  

 

But, if your listening to how or where pastor is 

  going to interject different words then  

  there’s perhaps a better chance to hear  

   the lessons with fresh ears.  



 

 

 

Yet, there is pressure still.  

 

One could say worry upon worry,  

 that I might be diving off into biblical heresy. :-) 

 

Until I remember, that people have added  

 and subtracted many text verses in the Bible  

  and then I recall how many translations  

   there are.  

 

Translations and interpretations are fluid and  

 not fixed as one might hope when they enter  

  into reading the Bible.  

 

Then, I remember that seminary professor who  

 reminded us of the definition of heresy.  

 

It means “a belief or opinion that is contrary 

  to orthodox religious doctrine”  

  thank you Miriam-Webster.  

 

In other words, heresy can be defined as a  

 different way of thinking.  

 

Is there something wrong with 

  a different way of thinking?  

 

The Lord knows, I have a different way of thinking!  



 

 

 

And there is comfort in remembering  

 that Martin Luther was even labeled a heretic.  

 

It’s not hard to imagine that Jesus  

 was given a similar label by  

  the religious authorities. 

 

So, why don’t we become a bit  

 bolder in our interpretations? :-)  

 

Instead of worry upon worry about  

 what I say or how I say it, there is grace  

  upon grace if the words are truth in love. 

 

But, speaking truth in love is still not easy.  

 

When it comes to preaching, I often think of it  

 like plunging my hands into a stream of water.  

   

No matter how much I try to make  

 my hands air tight, water slips out so by  

  the time I try to offer it  

   there is not really any water in  

    my hand anymore. :-)  

 

So too it is with sharing the spoken word.  

 

Unless there’s flesh on it, then  



 

 

 spoken words are quickly lost. (Pause) 

 

John’s gospel does well in reminding us  

 that God’s Word was made flesh.  

 

We read again the familiar,  

 “In the beginning was the Word.”  

 

Clearly, John wanted his audience to recall 

  the Genesis account when he used the  

  phrase “In the beginning...”  

 

We are to know of the everlasting permanence  

 that the Christ Light was/is always present.  

 

(Pause) 

 

You see, I used to replace all of  

 the “he’s” in John 1 with the name of  

  Jesus or John the Baptist according to  

   which was appropriate.  

 

And that is correct for John the baptizer.  

 

But it is harder, for me at least these days,  

 to do the same thing with the name of Jesus.  

 

The image of Jesus (in earthly form) present  

 at the creation.  



 

 

 

Where we read “the world came into  

 being through [Jesus],” means we picture  

  Jesus at the beginning of creation. 

 

And while that’s not exactly false... 

 

For me, it is like pretending a photoshopped  

 picture is realistic.  

 

It not realistic.  

 It looks awkward, or  

  out of place.  

 

But a picture of Christ as Light, then that is read  

 as “the world came into being through  

  the Christ Light...”  

 

Picturing this way helps me  

 lose that awkwardness and it answers 

   another problem that comes up  

   for me in John’s gospel.  

 

You see, in John there is not any historical  

 context of historical names to connect Jesus to.  

 

Nor are there any names that embed historical  

 context into the birth story.  

 



 

 

In John, there is no Jesus birth story.  

 

The Christ Light, noted as Word, has  

 simply always been.  

 

So John is clear in communicating  

 to his audience, and to us,  

  that Jesus (the Word made flesh)  

   is the birth story. 

 

And in John, Jesus must go away.  

 

“Word became flesh and “tabernacled” with us.  

  

Tented with us.  

 

Jesus was temporary in body but  

 not in Holy Spirit.  

 

In Holy Spirit, Christ remains permanent.  

 

Or to use John’s language  

 “from [Jesus’] fullness.”  

 

The word in Greek for “fullness” has to do  

 with the expansiveness of God’s love.  

 

In God’s expansive love reflected in Jesus  

 we see an ever-growing and  



 

 

  for-ever blooming God-love.  

 

Referring back now to the incarnation as  

 an act of God as a sign of ever-growing and 

  a for-ever blooming occurrence.  

 

John here works to bring together concepts  

 found in the Old Testament.  

 

That a community was selected by God  

 to point to God and the expansiveness of  

  God’s love.  

 

It is why John wrote “in verse 14,  

 “We have seen God’s, Christ’s, or its glory.”  

 

It is not only John’s testimony but  

 a community’s testimony.  

 

“We have seen it!”  

 

A community’s vision of seeing God. (Pause) 

 

How have you seen Christ’s glory at St. Stephen?  

 

Think for a moment, ponder  

 the question in your mind.  

 

Perhaps in gathering Christmas gifts  



 

 

 for under privileged children.  

 

Assistance with the Haitian church in 

  South Tallahassee to raise funds for  

  housing or the items we’ve sent them or  

   collected for Going Places Outreach.  

 

Collection and work with Manna...  

 

The progress of the sanctuary and  

 the financial support given to pay  

  for the necessary repairs.  

 

Christ’s glory was present at Christmas Eve service,   

 worshipping in this space.  

 

Helping the homeless in our community.  

 

I have seen Christ’s glory in the work of  

 the Capital Area Justice Ministry group. 

 

We are witnessing new creation all around, if  

 we are willing to look for it. (Pause) 

 

So, since we are witnessing new creation,  

 John the baptizer reminds us that we also  

  need to testify to it.  

 

It is why John the baptist is mentioned here 



 

 

 in the gospel writer’s birth story about God’s Word.  

 

He was called to witness and so are we!  

 

Called to stand in-between and to be bridges.  

 

To use our positions of authority and privilege  

 to bring forth justice to those who do not 

   have earthly authority or privilege.  

 

Called, we are, to have skin in the game  

 and make ourselves physically present. (Pause) 

 

In Jesus, God decided to come closer.  

 

Otherwise the Word made flesh is... obsolete...  

 too hard to understand.  

 

With God’s skin in the game,  

 God has NOT left us in fear and confusion.  

 

By coming to us and becoming one of us,  

 we are shown firsthand, just how deep  

  God’s love is.  

 

The baby in the manger is only the beginning of  

 God’s message but it is in the infant that  

  we come closer to the heart of God.  

 



 

 

The baby invites you in, around the baby we gather, 

 for we are not afraid around babies.  

 

Today, we remember how we can come close  

 to the Child in ways  

  that we cannot come close to God. 

 

AMEN! 


