
 

 

Genesis 2:18-24   Mark 10:2-16  Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

 

“It is not good for anyone to suffer aloneness,  

 God will provide an equal as partner.” AMEN! 

 

There are some texts of the Bible that  

 get way too much attention.  

 

Both in the Hebrew and New Testament canons  

 there are what scholars call “texts of terror.”  

 

These are the areas of the Bible  

 that communicate hurtful statements  

  that raise suspicions to our  

   contemporary sensibilities.  

 

For instance, there are texts that  

 report sexual abuse, murder, war,  

  trickery and even genocide in the Bible.  

 

And sometimes these are affirmed and  

 approved by the writers who speak for God.  

 

These understandings of God’s work,  

 the Spirit’s movement, and the overall  

  care for God’s people reach far beyond  

   those original contexts and  

 

like Biblical scholar Luis Melendez-Antuna  

 wrote regarding these kinds of narratives in  



 

 

  the Bible:  

 

“[They] sit at odds with contemporary sensibilities  

 and today’s ethical principles.” 

 

In other words, sometimes these ancient texts,  

 that followers of God utilized to learn  

  and understand God’s work in the world  

   back then, now, 

 

whisper in our ears a different message and  

 on these occasions we find those words  

  and understandings to be quite disturbing,  

   to say the least of it.  

 

And while in today’s texts, though we do not  

 encounter a true “text of terror,”  

 

we find disturbing teaching from Jesus  

 about the issue of divorce.  

 

Our natural tendency is to understand that  

 Jesus is talking to us, here.  

 

Condemning us, if we have been  

 divorced and/or remarried.  

 

And while most of the time when  



 

 

 we encounter scripture, we do want to put     

 ourselves in the lesson and story.  

 

Most of the time, we want to have it convict us  

 to a point where we can be opened  

  to hear the gospel.  

 

Yet, it is important for us to always recall, 

 especially with texts like today’s, 

   that we do not want to throw out  

   our common senses, either.  

 

Never does Jesus require people  

 to check there brains in the parking lot,  

  before entering church.  

 

So how do we remain faithful to the text and  

 calm our sensibilities when we hear  

  the whispers in our hearts about 

   texts that don’t make sense, today? 

 

The first way, I think, is to be sure to remember  

 how time’s have changed since these  

  scriptures were penned and scrolled.  

 

Take for instance, the multitude of texts in  

 the Bible that condone slavery.  

 

A thoughtful and intelligent person would not  



 

 

 try to bring slavery back to contemporary  

  society just because it was approved of in  

   the Bible.  

 

We would not do that because we know  

 such systems of oppression make people  

  into commodities, they crush people, 

   whole races of people,  

    and break apart families.  

 

The same thing can be said about  

 misogyny (that is prejudice against women)  

  in the Bible.  

 

One gender is not subject to another gender.  

 

We ought not read Genesis 2 from today’s lesson  

 and think of “helper” as a lesser person 

  or subject to the other.  

 

In fact, the Hebrew word “ezer” from where  

 we get “helper” is often a description of God.  

 

The important theme in this section of Genesis is  

 that absolute aloneness is “not good.”  

 

God recognized that companionship is good  

 and hit the nail on the head when God  

  made an equal for the first person to love. (Pause) 



 

 

 

That’s not all, there is also racism, classism,  

 and queerphobia that is experience in Scripture.  

 

These get way too much attention as hurtful  

 people use these interpretations to hurt people,    

 deny our real selves, and draw people  

   away from good religion.  

 

So, texts like the one today, where Jesus taught on  

 the issue of divorce we find that these  

  same hurtful people take what Jesus said  

 

and use the message to encourage people  

 to stay in hurtful or unsafe relationships.  

 

Some will use the words of Jesus, in essence,  

 to blame the victim of abuse and shame them  

  into staying committed to a rotten marriage.  

 

No, Jesus’ teaching here is not what  

 one would label a “text of terror” but  

 

some preachers, whether  

 consciously or subconsciously, have made  

it into one for some hearers.  

 

So, that is something I want to be careful about. (Pause) 

 



 

 

Today, let us consider together  

 the understanding of listening carefully  

  and incorporating the “pain of others” in  

   our interpretations of Jesus’ teaching. 

 

Before speaking we should first ask ourselves,  

 “Who is Jesus trying to protect in today’s gospel?”  

 

When it comes to divorce and  

 the testing question that the Pharisees asked.  

 

Who was Jesus trying to protect? (Women)  

 

Why would Jesus know that  

 the women of his society needed protection?  

 

(Powerless, unable to own land, became destitute after 

divorce, crushing for family and community) (Pause) 

 

Sometimes when we encounter Jesus in one of  

 the gospels or in other parts of the  

  New Testament, I find myself considering  

 

how Jesus went around and loosened chains,  

 or broke rules and restrictions passed down  

  by the temple authorities to reveal God,  

 

yet here we find Jesus tightening  

 the restrictions on divorce.  



 

 

 

And he is more strict because he knows  

 how divorce in his era brought about  

  catastrophic consequences upon  

   the people who had the least power,  

    the women and the children.  

 

This bi-product of divorce occurs in our era, too.  

 

Is Jesus teaching us to stay in marriages  

 that are abusive or soul limiting,  

  commanding us to stay in relationships  

   that are coercive and lonely?  

 

No, that is not why he was  

 stricter on divorce, here.  

 

Was Jesus teaching that marriage is commitment  

  where partners are equals, and  

  a bond that God joins together and  

   since it was God’s bond, 

     then no one can separate it later?  

Yes.  

He taught, principally, that men  

 (he’ll also put the same requirement on women)   

  must not severe the marriage bond  

   for petty reasons. (Pause) 

 

When I wake up in the morning  



 

 

 I decide if I eat oatmeal or cold cereal.  

 

Decisions about marriage and divorce must not  

 be like deciding what to eat for breakfast  

  because it affects the whole family.  

 

The number one cause of “new poverty,”  

 that is poverty which comes all of the sudden;  

  the number 1 cause of new poverty is divorce.  

 

The second cause is catastrophic financial loss 

  due to a person having health problems  

  without health insurance. (Pause) 

 

So, Jesus’ strict teaching today  

 was meant to protect the vulnerable.   

 

It was given for us to be sure we understand  

 that divorce for petty reasons,  

  divorce that brings about poverty, and  

   divorce that negatively affects the  

    whole family and community -  

divorce on the grounds of burning the meal or  

 having a bad hair day or finding a better  

  looking mate - is NOT ok, certificate or not.  

 

That’s adultery and something for which  

 requires repentance. (Pause) 

 



 

 

“Jesus was not advancing a specific moral code  

 or even making a gender statement  

  about marriage that should be understood  

   as universally applicable to every  

    single marital bond.”  

 

He was teaching the importance of discipleship  

 by both people in marriage.  

 

Discipleship to God and to one another 

 as equals. (Pause) 

 

We know this to be true because we know  

 “words create worlds.”  

 

“Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, was known  

 to say this phrase, “words create worlds.”  

 

His daughter Susannah Heschel, remembers  

 the full quote:  

 

“Words are themselves sacred,  

 God’s tool for creating the universe, and  

  our tools for bringing holiness - or evil -  

   into the world.”  

 

Heschel used to remind us that the Holocaust  

 did not begin with the building of the crematoria,   

  and Hitler did not come to power  



 

 

   with tanks and guns;  

 

it all began with the uttering of evil words,  

 with defamation, with language and propaganda.  

 

“Words create worlds,” Rabbi Heschel said 

  to his daughter as a child. 

 

They must be used very carefully.  

 

Some words, having been uttered,  

 gain eternity and can never be withdrawn.” (Pause) 

 

That truth can be applied to  

 Jesus’ teaching today about divorce.  

 

“Words create worlds.”  

 

No one gets married looking forward  

 to getting divorced, but if it happens  

  then one party must not be put into  

poverty and left destitute in the wake. (Pause) 

 

We know this to be true because of  

 the final paragraph from verses 13-16, we find:  

 

“People were bringing children to Jesus  

 in order that he might touch them; and  

  the disciples scolded those  



 

 

   who brought them.”  

 

They scolded and shamed the ones  

 who brought the powerless.  

 

Let me ask you, the Bible translates that  

 “people were bringing little children,” but  

  who do you suppose those people were?  

 

Mothers or Fathers?  

 

I think we know the answer to that question.  

 

The despairing always come to Jesus first.  

 

“Words create worlds.  

 They are tools for bringing  

  holiness - or evil.”  

 

“Jesus, when he saw this, he was indignant.”  

Angry and annoyed at his own followers acting  

 with unfair treatment and bias.  

 

Angry and annoyed that the mothers  

 were scolded for bringing  

  their children to Jesus.  

 

“Let them come to me,” Jesus said.  

 



 

 

“For it is to such as these that  

 the kingdom of God belongs.”  

 

The kin-dom of God belongs to the powerless  

 and for the unwelcome little ones whom  

  society and the world casts aside.  

 

We do not need to look far to see  

 that God has given us meaningful work to do.  

 

Who is Jesus asking us to protect?  

 

I sure hope children is part of your answer. 

 

AMEN! 


