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INTRODUCTION 
 

Today’s gospel combines a saying that makes many of us uncomfortable with a story we find comforting.  

Jesus’ saying on divorce is another of his rejections of human legislation in favor of the original intent of God’s 

law. Jesus’ rebuke of the disciples who are fending off the children should challenge us as well. What does it 

mean to receive the kingdom of God as a child does? 

  

  

PRELUDE 

 

 The assembly stands. 

+ GATHERING + 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

  

 P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy  

 endures forever. 

  

C Amen. 

  

P Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing. 

  

Silence for reflection.   

  

P Gracious God, 

  

C have mercy on us. We confess that we have honored you with our lips, but 

have harmed our neighbors with our tongues. The cravings at war within us 

cause conflicts and disputes. In our desire to be first we make distinctions 

among ourselves. We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last. In 

your great mercy, forgive us our sins. Draw near to us with grace in time of 

need, and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

  

P God promises to forgive our iniquity and to remember our sin no more. By grace 

 you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, the source of eternal healing, 

 your sins are forgiven. 

  

C Amen. 

 



GATHERING HYMN  712  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service 

 

 

 

 



GREETING 

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  

C And also with you. 

  

 

HYMN OF PRAISE 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
  

P Let us pray. 
  

Sovereign God, you have created us to live in loving community with one another. 

Form us for life that is faithful and steadfast, and teach us to trust like little  

 children, that we may reflect the image of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

 Lord.  
  

C Amen. 

  

  

The assembly is seated.  

 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME    

 
 

 

 

+ WORD + 
  

FIRST READING: Genesis 2:18-24 

  

Genesis 2 stresses that people are not meant to live in isolation but in relationship. Out of  love for humanity, 

God creates them male and female, to provide companionship for each other and to become with each other 

“one flesh.” The Hebrew words used here are ish (man) and ishshah (woman). 

  
18The Lord God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper 

as his partner.” 19So out of  the ground the Lord God formed every animal of  the field and 

every bird of  the air, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and 

whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all 

cattle, and to the birds of  the air, and to every animal of  the field; but for the man there was 

not found a helper as his partner. 21So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the 

man, and he slept; then he took one of  his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the 

rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to 

the man. 23Then the man said, “This at last is bone of  my bones 

and flesh of  my flesh; this one shall be called Woman, for out of  Man this one was taken.” 

 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they become 

one flesh. 



   

Reader The Word of  the Lord. 
  
C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 8 We sing the psalm responsively. 
  
  
 
 
 
 
Leader  1O | Lord our Lord, 

    how majestic is your name in | all the earth! 

 

C  2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of  

 in- | fants and children; 

    you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the   

 foe | and avenger. 

 

L 3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers, 

    the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses, 

 

C  4what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them, 

    human beings that you should | care for them?  

 

L 5Yet you have made them little less | than divine; 

    with glory and hon- | or you crown them. 

 

C  6You have made them rule over the works | of your hands; 

    you have put all things un- | der their feet: 

 

L 7all | flocks and cattle, 

    even the wild beasts | of the field, 

 

C  8the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea, 

    and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea.  

 

L 9O | Lord our Lord, 

    how majestic is your name in | all the earth!  



Spoken after the psalm is sung: 

  

Amen. 

  

     

SECOND READING:   Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12 

  

Quoting from the psalms, this passage from Hebrews emphasizes that Jesus, the one through whom God 

created everything and who sits at God’s right hand, is also the one who experienced human suffering and 

death in order to blaze the path of salvation for us. 

  
1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but in 

these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through 

whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint 

of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made 

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become 

as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

 
2:5Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 6But 

someone has testified somewhere, “What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

or mortals, that you care for them? 7You have made them for a little while lower than the 

angels; you have crowned them with glory and honor, 8subjecting all things under their feet.”  

 

Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we do 

not yet see everything in subjection to them,9but we do see Jesus, who for a little while was 

made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of 

death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

 
10It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 

children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 11For 

the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one Father. For this reason 

Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 12saying, “I will proclaim your name to 

my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 

     

R The Word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

The assembly stands.  

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   
  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Mark 10:2-16 

  

Jesus announced and enacted in history the new reality of  God’s surprising activity. These two stories 

demonstrate this new reality: Women and children are accepted and valued, not dismissed as inferior to adult 

men. 

  

P The holy gospel according to Mark, the tenth chapter. 

  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
2Some Pharisees came, and to test [Jesus] they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 

wife?” 3He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” 4They said, “Moses allowed a 

man to write a certificate of  dismissal and to divorce her.” 5But Jesus said to them, “Because 

of  your hardness of  heart he wrote this commandment for you. 6But from the beginning of  

creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ 7‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and 

mother and be joined to his wife, 8and the two shall become one flesh.’ So they are no longer 

two, but one flesh. 9Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.” 

 
10Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. 11He said to them, 

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; 12and if  she 

divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.” 

 
13People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 

disciples spoke sternly to them. 14But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to 

them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the 

kingdom of  God belongs. 15Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of  God 

as a little child will never enter it.” 16And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on 

them, and blessed them. 

    

P The gospel of  the Lord. 
  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 



 The assembly is seated.  

  

 

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.    

 

The assembly stands.  

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 648 Beloved, God’s Chosen 

  

  

 

 

 



APOSTLES’ CREED 

  

A Let us confess our faith. 

  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

 the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

 he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

 Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

 saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

 everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  

Each petition ends:  God of grace, 
  

Congregational response:  hear our prayer. 

  

   

 

PEACE 
  

A The peace of Christ be with you always. 
  

C And also with you. 
  

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

  

 

The assembly is seated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

+ MEAL + 

  

OFFERING 

  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

 

 

ANTHEM   "Sing a New Song to the Lord"   -Wilson/Dudley-Smith 

  

Sing a new song to the Lord, 

He to whom wonders belong! 

Rejoice in his triumph and tell of his power, 

O sing to the Lord a new song! 

  

Now to the ends of the earth 

See his salvation is shown, 

And still he remembers his mercy and truth, 

Unchanging in love to his own. 

  

Sing a new song and rejoice, 

Publish his praises abroad! 

Let voices in chorus, with trumpet and horn, 

Resound for the joy of the Lord! 

  

Join with the hills and the sea 

Thunders of praise to prolong! 

In judgement and justice he comes to the earth, 

O sing to the Lord a new song! 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

 

OFFERING HYMN  531 The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing (vs. 1) 

  

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward. 

   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING  

 P The Lord be with you. 

  

C And also with you. 

  

P Lift up your hearts. 

  

C We lift them to the Lord. 

  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

  

C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

  

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all  

 places  give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our  

 Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his  

 glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 

 choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

 name and join their unending hymn: 

  

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The presiding minister continues to give thanks. 

  

P In the night in which he was betrayed, 

 our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 and gave thanks; broke it, 

 and gave it to his disciples, 

 saying:  Take and eat; 

 this is my body, given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

C Amen. 

  

  

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

  

  

  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

  

P Jesus welcomes you to this table. Come, here is your God. 

  

  

The assembly is seated.  

  

 

 

 

 

 



LAMB OF GOD 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

  

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central 

aisle.  The assisting ministers offer both the common cup (wine) and a pouring cup (wine or grape juice).  If 

you prefer to receive the wine or juice in an individual glass, take one from the tray as you approach the rail. 

Leave the empty glass on the rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor. 

  

COMMUNION HYMNS 397 Loving Spirit 

  

    656 Blest Be the Tie That Binds 

  

    644 Although I Speak with Angel’s Tongue 

  

  

  

  

The assembly stands. 

 

 

 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

  

A Let us pray. 

  

Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal and fed us with dignity at your table. 

Send us now to welcome others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

  

  

C Amen. 

 

   

+ SENDING + 
  

BLESSING   We receive the blessings of the triune God. 
  

P God all mighty, God most merciful ☩ bless you, keep you, and give you peace. 

  

  

C Amen. 

 

 

 The assembly is seated.  

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

 

The assembly stands.   

 

 

SENDING HYMN  715 Christ, Be Our Light 

  

  

   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



DISMISSAL 
  

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 
  

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their 

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 

  

A Go in peace. Follow Jesus.  
  

C Thanks be to God!   

+ + + 
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Calendar for October 6 - 13 

 

Oct.  06 Sun.   9:00 am Book study 

     9:30 am Choir practice      

    10:00 am Worship, Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 

  

  09 Wed.   7:00 pm Choir practice 

   

  13 Sun.   9:00 am Book study 

     9:30 am Choir practice      

    10:00 am Worship, Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost 

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Rob and Donna Schiffer dedicate today's altar flowers  

in memory of Donna's mother (Nancy Sablan)  

on what would have been her birthday.  

 It's also the week of our first-date anniversary (9 years ago).   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

. 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY 

Serving Oct. 6 Oct. 13 

Assisting Minister Kirsten Ebbesen Jennifer Dritt 

Cup Minister Colleen Holdcraft Rita Ford 

Cantor Pr. Tom  

Lector Erik Robinson Greta Scavone 

Acolyte Ceilia Greeley or Graham Reece or Bastian Stover 

Tech Team 
Colleen Holdcraft 

Jonas Holdcraft 

Audrey Post 

Cindy Suhrweir 

Ushers   

Altar Guild 
Rita Ford 

Anita Sawh 
Billie Reardon 

Counters 
Margaret Bowers 

Patricia Handschy 

Margaret Bowers 

Lorraine Sandburg 

 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
  

  

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY 
  
Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching 
 

Katharine Gossman, piano 
 

Karl Barton, flute 

 

Denise Bookwalter, announcements 

 

Choir: Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Judi Duffy, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita Ford, 
Ron Hartung, Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor Tom Holdcraft, Olivia 
James, Sandy Ness, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White 
  
    

 

Next Sunday’s Readings, Twenty-first Sunday after Pentecost: 

  

Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

Psalm 90:12-17 

Hebrews 4:12-16 

Mark 10:17-31 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

 
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-10-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-10-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-10-13/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2024-10-13/0


New concerns:  Wayne McCully (friend of Audrey Post), undergoing dialysis for kidney 

failure; Gladys Kane for continued healing. 

  

For the sick: Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl 

Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); Laura McDuffie (sister of Rob Schiffer). 

  

In treatment for cancer: Ruth Hartung; Scott Simmons (son of Sharon Simmons); Gordon 

Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jim Saxman (uncle of Rob Schiffer); Jenny (niece of Laura 

Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; James Sablan (brother of Donna Schiffer); 

Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Laura Ketchum-Jahn, (friend of Cheryl & Steve); 

Aubrey Thonvold (Reconciling Works Exec. Dir.); Gil Johnson (friend of Judi Duffy); 

Amanda George (daughter-in-law of Rob Schiffer); David McManus (friend of Audrey 

Post); Shannon Miller (friend of Barb ODonnell); Becky Graves (friend of Ridy Hofer). 

 

 

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus – especially those experiencing 

mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those 

on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical 

personnel, EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children 

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”  

  

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.   

 

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of  

encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing; Steve  

Michael (cousin of Rob Schiffer), in rehab after a serious accident.  

 

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all  

congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; 

Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Our Savior Lutheran 

Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry; St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, Pensacola. 

 

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and 

asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in 

Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East. 

  

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 



  

FLOWER CHART FOR 2024: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory 

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service 

by signing up for the 2024 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can 

place it in the offering plate. 

  

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit 

https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go 

to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  Want to browse a collection of  

St. Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  

  

 


