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Welcome, Everyone!

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation
that explicitly welcomes people of all sexual orientations, gender identities,
and gender expressions. St. Stephen is equally committed to anti-racism. We
welcome people without regard to race, ethnicity, age, family status, economic
status, or differing abilities.

ELW refers to the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book.

Serving tonight:

Pastor Tom Holdcraft, Presiding, Preaching
Katharine Gossman, Music Director
Rob Schiffer, Assisting Minister
Rita Ford, Cup Minister
Greta Scavone, Lector

All are invited to receive the sacrament. Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ is
present in, with and under the consecrated bread and wine of Holy Communion.
Those not wishing to commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing. To
indicate this, please cross your arms over your chest. If you are not able to come

forward, please inform the ushers and the meal will be brought to you.




PRELUDE

WORDS OF WELCOME

Stand as you are able.

GATHERING CAROL

+GATHERING+

ELW 283
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O Come, All Ye Faithful



GREETING
Pastor The Savior of the wotld is born!

All To us the Son is given! Alleluia!

P The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, Word made flesh, born of Mary, be with you
all.

All And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY ;

P Let us pray.

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the

brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Al Amen.
Be seated.
CHILDREN’S TIME Blessing the Nativity
+WORD+
FIRST READING Isaiah 9:2-7

This poem promises deliverance from Assyrian oppression, a hope based on the birth of a royal child with a
name full of promise. While Judah's king will practice justice and righteousness, the real basts for faith lies
in God's passion for the people: The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this!

*The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness — on them light has shined. *You have multiplied the nation, you have
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when
dividing plunder. “For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the

rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian.



*For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be
burned as fuel for the fire. °For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. 'His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice
and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of
hosts will do this.

Reader The word of the Lord.
All Thanks be to God.

Stand as you are able for the reading of the Christmas Gospel.

We sing to welcome the good news.

Refrain
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GOSPEL: Luke: 2:1-14 [15-20]
p The holy gospel according to Luke, the second chapter.
All Gloty to you, O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of

Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered.

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called
Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be

registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.

While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there

was no place for them in the inn.



In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone

around them, and they were terrified.

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of

cloth and lying in a manger."

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he

favors!"

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another,
"Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has
made known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child

lying in the manger.

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words

and pondered them in her heart.

The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.

P The gospel of the Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

Refrain
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Be seated.



CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Stand as you are able.

CAROL OF THANKSGIVING

ELW 292

Love Has Come
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THE PRAYERS
Each petition ends: God of grace,

Congregational response: receive our prayer.

PEACE
A The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.

fira
+MEAL+

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.
The table is set.

ANTHEM “For Unto Us a Child Is Born” -Atteberry

For unto us a child is born,
For unto us a son is given,
For unto us, a child is born:

and the government shall be upon his shoulder.

And his name shall be called Wonderful,
and his name shall be called Counsellot.
And his name shall be called Mighty God, the everlasting Father,

the Prince of Peace.



OFFERING CAROL ELW 296 What Child Is This (vs. 1 & 3)
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

All And also with you.

p Lift up your hearts.

All We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the
eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that beholding the God made
visible, we may be drawn to love the God, whom we can not see. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise

your name and join their unending hymn:

CAROL OF PRAISE ELW 270 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

p In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people

for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
All Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of Jesus.

Be seated.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

The pastor and assisting ministers will offer bread, wine and grape juice in celebration of the Lord's Supper.
The wine and grape juice are pre-poured in the tray. The center ring is the grape juice and the outer ring is
wine. Wheat-free wafers are available - simply tell the minister offering bread.

COMMUNION HYMNS 279 O Little Town of Bethlehem
282 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

As we return to our places, the light of Christ will spread through the church, each person lighting the candle
of his or her neighbor.

Stand as you are able.



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

p Merciful God, we thank you for Jesus, who is our heavenly food. Strengthened by
this goodness, send us forth to announce your peace, comfort the afflicted, and share
the good news of great joy.

All Amen.
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+SENDING+

THE BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The God of love, Father, *F Son, and Holy Spirit, lavish you with grace, illumine

your path, and increase your joy, today and always.

C Amen.

Please extinguish your candles.

CAROL OF JOY ELW 267 Joy to the World
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Go in peace. The Word of God dwells in you richly.

Thanks be to God!



