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Welcome, Everyone!

We are glad to have you with us this morning. If you need assistance in finding anything,
one of our ushers will be glad to help you.

Restrooms are found in the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the
sanctuary. Proceed up the stairs and through the glass door. Unisex bathrooms are available
through the kitchen in the office area.

“Let the Little Children Come” Matthew 19:14 - In accordance with St. Stephen’s mission
“to be a welcoming community . . .” we encourage all ages to worship on Sundays. We also
believe that children learn to welcome others by how they have been welcomed. If you are a
parent of a young child, know that this community supports your efforts to engage your child in
worship and understands that it can be a stressful process. Having children in worship is a joy
that we treasure, so please know that we welcome you and your children as they learn to become
active members in Christ’s body.

Please remember to turn off your cell phone during the liturgy.

All the hymns for the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book and
numbered by hymn, not page.

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that
explicitly welcomes people of all sexual orientations, gender identities,
and gender expressions. St. Stephen is equally committed to anti-racism.
We welcome people without regard to race, ethnicity, age, family status, economic
status, or differing abilities.

All are invited to receive the sacrament. Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ is
present in, with and under the consecrated bread and wine of Holy Communion.
Those not wishing to commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing.
To indicate this, please cross your arms over your chest. If you are not able to
come forward, please inform the ushers and the meal will be brought to you.
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INTRODUCTION

God does not promise that the path of the disciple will be easy. Jeremiab feels the pain of rejection from those who
do not want to hear what he has to say. Jesus declares that his words may bring stark division. Even so, we need
not be afraid for God accounts for each hair on our heads. Though we may experience rejection, frustration,
division, and death, God’s grace and love make us a new creation each day. Marked with the cross and filled with
holy food, we are sent from worship to witness to Christ in the world.

PRELUDE “
s
()

+ GATHERING +

The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Pastor Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endutes forever.

Congregation Amen.

P Iet us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Compassionate God,

C we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.
In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.
Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we prayj,

Amen.

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will
give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, " Son, and Holy Spitit, your sins ate forgiven.
Rest in God’s love.

C Amen.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

P

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY ‘i;?

P Let us pray. Y

Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to give and not to count the cost,
to fight and not to heed the wounds, to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask
for reward, except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior

and Lord.
C Amen.
The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME gq]

(

+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13

Jeremiah accuses God of forcing hime into a ministry that brings bim only contenpt and persecution. Yet Jeremiah
zs confident that God will be a strong protector against bis enemies and commits his life into God's hands.

70O Lotd, you have enticed me, and I was enticed; you have overpowered me, and you have
prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long; everyone mocks me.

8 For whenever I speak, I must cry out; I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word
of the Lord has become for me a reproach and derision all day long,. If I say, “I will not mention
him or speak any more in his name,” then within me there is something like a burning fire shut
up in my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I cannot. 10 For I hear many whispering:
“Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce him!” All my close friends are watching
for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him and take our
revenge on him.”

11 But the Lord is with me like a terrifying warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble, and
they will not prevail. They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed.

Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 12O Lord of hosts, you test the righteous; you see
the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have committed my
cause.

13Sing to the Lord; praise the Lord! For he has delivered the life of the needy from the hands
of evildoers.

Reader The Word of the Lotd.

C Thanks be to God.



PSALM:  Psalm 69:7-10 [11-15] 16-18  We sing the psalm responsively.

0
AN —— © —*? o
J
Leader 7Surely, for your sake I have suf- | fered reproach,
and shame has cov- | ered my face.
C 81 have become a stranger to | my own kindred,
an alien to my | mother’s children.
L 9 Zeal for your house has eat- | en me up;
the scorn of those who scorn you has fall- | en upon me.
C 10T humbled my- | self with fasting,
but that was turned to | my reproach.
L 1] put on | sackcloth also,
and became a by- | word among them.
C 12Those who sit at the gate mur- | mur against me,
and the drunkards make | songs about me.
L 13 But as for me, this is my prayer to you, at the time you have | set, O Lord:

“In your great mercy, O God, answer me with your un- | failing help.

C 14Save me from the mire; do not | let me sink;
let me be rescued from those who hate me and out of | the deep waters.

L 15 et not the torrent of waters wash over me, neither let the deep swal- | low me up;
do not let the pit shut its | mouth upon me.

C 16 Answer me, O Lord, for your | love is kind;
in your great compassion, | turn to me.

L 17Hide not your face | from your servant;
be swift and answer me, for I am | in distress.

C 1B Draw near to me | and redeem me;
because of my enemies de- | liver me.

Spoken after the psalm is sung:

Amen.



SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11

In baptism we were incorporated into the reality of Christs death and resurrection. We have been made new in
Christ through his death and resurrection to live freed from sin.

1> Should we continue in sin in order that grace may increase? 2 By no means! How can we who
died to sin go on living in it? 3 Do you not know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Je-
sus were baptized into his death? 4 Therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death, so
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in
newness of life.

> For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him
in a resurrection like his. ¢ We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of
sin might be destroyed, so we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed
from sin. 8 But if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over
him. 19'The death he died, he died to sin once for all, but the life he lives, he lives to God. ! So
you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.

R The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
i
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GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39

Jesus warns his disciples that their ministry in his name will meet with opposition. However, he assures them that
they need not fear for the truth will come to light. Life is found in Christ.

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the tenth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24 “A disciple is not above the teacher nor a slave above the master; 25 it
is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher and the slave like the master. If they have called
the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!

26 “So have no fear of them, for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered and nothing
secret that will not become known. 27 What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light, and what
you hear whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28 Do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul; rather, fear the one who can destroy both soul and body in hell. 2° Are not
two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your
Father. 30 And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 3! So do not be afraid; you are of
more value than many sparrows.

32 “Everyone, therefore, who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before
my Father in heaven, 33 but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father
in heaven.

34“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace
but a sword. 3> For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law, 3 and one’s foes will be members of
one’s own household. 37 “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me,
and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me, 3 and whoever does not
take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 3 Those who find their life will lose it, and
those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.
Quiet reflection.

The assembly stands.
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW 798 W7l You Come and Follow Me
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will

come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Each petition ends: God of grace,

Congregational response: hear our prayer.

PEACE

A The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christs peace.

The assembly is seated.
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fira
+ MEAL +

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including caring for those in need. We

Stephen Saint

@Stephen-Saint

Use this QR Code to
connect to Venmo for
a donation to St.
Stephen. Code 5469.

welcome you to place your gift in the offering plate near the baptismal font, mail it to the church, or by using the

Venmo QR Code to the right.

OFFERING HYMN  ELW 870 (verse 7)

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.

We Praise You, O God
e {  — | o — f :
1 We praise you, O God, our re - deem - er, cre - a - tor;
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We lay it be - fore you; we kneel and a - dore you:
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R——J L. e e .
we bless your ho - ly name; glad prais - es we  sing.

Text: Julia C. Cory, 1882-1963

Music: KREMSER, A, Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckelanck, 1626



GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in majesty,
undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal glory. And so,

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

0 —— .
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na m the high - est
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

The assembly is seated.
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LAMB OF GOD

'b. I 1 { —T T A i —— I
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sin of the world; grant us peace.

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central aisle. The
assisting ministers offer both wine (first) and grape juice (second) from ponring cups. Take a communion glass
from one of the trays at the corners as youn approach the rail. 1eave the empty glass on the lower rail. W heat-free
wafers are available, simply tell the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS ELW 732  Borning Cry
ELW 796  How Firm a Foundation

The assembly stands.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P Creatot, Redeemer, Sustainer, *F one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and  always.

C Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW 449  We Know That Christ Is Raised (please see next page)
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SENDING HYMN

ELW 449 We Know That Christ Is Raised

#i e ——
F——s : " ———
I We know that Chrnst is raised and dies no more.
2 We share by wa - ter in his  sav - ing  death.
3 The Fa - ther’s splen - dor clothes the Son with life.
4 A new cre - a - tion comes to life and  grows
0 ﬂ \
——e b e
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Em-braced by death, he broke its fear - ful hold,
Re - born, we share with him an Eas - ter life,
The Spir - it's fis - sion shakes the church of God.
as Christ’s new bod - y takes on flessh and blood.
) 4 | - — . |
e i
and our de - spair he turned to blaz - ing JOy.
as  liv - ing mem - bers  of our Sav - ior Christ.
Bap-tized, we live with God the Three in One
The u - m - verse re - stored and whole will  sing:
— f pre—— - ]
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Hal - le - lu jah!

Text: John B. Gever, b, 1932
Music: ENGELBERG, Charles V. Stanford, 1852-1924

Text© John B. Geyer.
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DISMISSAL

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their
faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

C Thanks be to God.

Sundays and Seasons ».20200805.1416
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved

Patricia Handschy dedicates

today’s altar flowers
to the Glory of God.

Calendar for June 21 - June 28

June 21  Sun. 8:30 am Father’s Day Breakfast
9 am Bible study
10 am Worship, Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
25  Thuts. 10 am Bible study
28  Sun. 9 am Bible study
10 am Worship, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
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Next Sunday’s Readings, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost:

Jeremiah 28:5-9
Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18

Romans 6:12-23 g ! éﬁ

Matthew 10:40-42

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY

Pastor Tom Holdcraft, presiding and preaching
Katharine Gossman, piano

Karl Barton, flute
Denise Bookwalter, announcements

The choir is taking a well-deserved rest during the summer:

Jordi Banitt, Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Austin Cowan, Kirsten Ebbesen,
Rita Ford, Alison Haney, Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor Tom Holdcraft,
Olivia James, Lawana Lamb-Daniels, Simone Schuster, Sylvia Smith, Dave Suhrweir,
Cassandra White.

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY

Serving June 21 June 28
Assisting Minister Rob Schiffer Kirsten Ebbesen
Cup Minister Colleen Holdcraft Rob Schiffer
Cantor Karl Barton
Lector Jennifer Slusarz Erik Robinson
Acolyte
Audrey Post Cindy Suhrweir
Tech Team Loraine Syundberg an Bush
Ushers Bob.Eshleman Bob Eshlemag
Colin Hackley Ann DelRossi
. Sandy Lamb-Daniels
Altar Guild Lawar}lfa Iamb Daniels Beth Alexander
Counters qugn Warren Susan Warren
Patricia Handschy Margaret Bowers
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PRAYER REQUESTS

For the sick: Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White);
Laura McDuffie (sister of Rob Schiffer).

In treatment for cancer: Kevin Vislocky (friend of Bob and Linda Eshleman); Scott Simmons
(son of Sharon Simmons); Gordon Fleischer; Jenny (niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley);
Rosalinda Wright; Linda Bobbitt (friend of Cheryl Stuart), diagnosed with metasticized breast

cancer; David McManus (friend of Audrey Post); Shannon Miller (friend of Barb ODonnell);
Pat Yeager (sister of Sue Canning); Roger Stomberg (friend of Margaret Bowers).

Health and protection: For Frank “Rame” Meyers, in the hospital after broken leg, For those
encountering fear & uncertainty around government cuts and the future of Medicaid. For
immigrants and refugees who are working and raising families in the United States, that they may
be safe and secure without unnecessary deportations.

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.

Other concerns: For Charlie Cogswell, son of Judee Light, who is in the ICU in Sarasota after a
ladder accident; Haley Larsen (daughter of Rob Schiffer's cousin), experiencing serious
gastrointestinal problems; Jan Harrison and family following the death of her son, Wayne
Harrison; Jeanette Sickel and family following the death of her cousin, Elaine Harris; Rick
Bobbitt (friend of Cheryl Stuart), our shared sympathy on his death; Sharon Simmons and
family following the death of her sister, Sue Berent; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson),
in need of encouragement; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Allana Lochan-Tekaram
(sister of Anita Sawh and Rita Ford), with hormone imbalance; Walt Steinvorth (friend of Rob
Schiffer), suffering from pericarditis and vestibular neuritis and learning to cope with dizziness
and severe equilibrium problems; Karen Elizabeth Olson.

Church concerns: St. Stephen Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; Reconciling
Works; Bishops Pedro Suarez and Yehiel Curry; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport,
Bahamas; the ELCA advocacy offices and ministry.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and

asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in Ukraine;
peace in Gaza and the Middle East.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUMMER HYMN REQUEST: Do you have a hymn you would like to hear this summer?
Just fill out a form in the narthex and drop it in the offering plate. You can also email the
request directly to Rita.

FLOWER CHART FOR 2026: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory you
would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service by signing
up for the 2026 Flower Chart located on the sidewalk near the narthex. The cost is $40, and you
can place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
hups://ststephenlutherantally.com/sermons. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go to
https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of St.
Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/songs-of-st-stephen.

For your peace of mind: St. Stephen has installed the REME HAILO Air Purification
System 1in its heating and air-conditioning systems to guard against virus spread in the
sanctuary, fellowship hall and office spaces. Details: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=wa3nomhaDqY&t=8s

CHURCH COUNCIL

President, Denise Bookwalter

Treasurer, Jennifer Dritt Buildings Coordinator, Sandy Lamb-Daniels

Worship & Music, Susan Hehn Grounds Coordinator, Rob Schiffer

Care & Hospitality, Lawana Lamb-Daniels Outreach, Sharon Simmons

Mutual Ministry, Sylvia Smith Education & Discipleship, Emily Stover

Communications, Colleen Holdcraft Youth, Graham Reece
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