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St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
 

(850) 385-2728, Office 
 

sslc@ststephenlutherantally.com, Email    http://www.ststephenlutherantally.com 
 

Office Hours:  Monday-Friday, 8:00 am - 1:00 pm  
 

Rev. Tom Holdcraft, Pastor 
Katharine Gossman, Music Director                                                  Rita Ford, Office Manager 

 

All Members, Ministers 
————————————————————————————————————— 

 

Welcome, Everyone! 
We are glad to have you with us this morning.  If  you need assistance in finding anything, 
one of  our ushers will be glad to help you. 
 
Restrooms are found in the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the  
sanctuary.  Proceed up the stairs and through the glass door.  Unisex bathrooms are available 
through the kitchen in the office area. 
 
“Let the Little Children Come” Matthew 19:14 - In accordance with St. Stephen’s mission “to 
be a welcoming community . . .” we encourage all ages to worship on Sundays. We also  believe 
that children learn to welcome others by how they have been welcomed. If  you are a parent of  a 
young child, know that this community supports your efforts to engage your child in worship 
and understands that it can be a stressful process. Having   children in worship is a joy that we 
treasure, so please know that we welcome you and your children as they learn to become active 
members in Christ’s body.  
 
Please remember to turn off  your cell phone during the liturgy.  
 
All the hymns for the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book and  
numbered by hymn, not page.  
 

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that           
explicitly welcomes people of  all sexual orientations, gender identities,                         

and gender expressions. St. Stephen is equally committed to anti-racism.                      
We welcome people without regard to race, ethnicity, age, family status, economic                     

status, or differing abilities. 

All are invited to receive the sacrament.  Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ is  
present in, with and under the consecrated bread and wine of  Holy Communion.  

Those not wishing to commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing.  To       
indicate this, please cross your arms over your chest.  If  you are not able to come          

forward, please inform the ushers and the meal will be brought to you. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
Pentecost derives its name from the Jewish festival celebrating the harvest and the giving of  the law on Mount   
Sinai fifty days after Passover. Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate the Holy Spirit as God’s presence within and 
among us. In Acts the Spirit arrives in rushing wind and flame, bringing God’s presence to all people. Paul     
reminds us that though we each have different capacities, we are unified in the Spirit that equips us with these gifts. 
Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit on his disciples, empowering them to forgive sin. We celebrate that we too are given 
the breath of  the Holy Spirit and sent out to proclaim God’s redeeming love to all the world. 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
 
PRELUDE  
 
 
The assembly stands.  
 

+ HOLY BAPTISM +  
 

OF 
 

ZOE CATHERINE ZERBE 
 

The candidate for baptism, sponsors and parents gather with the ministers around the baptismal font.  The  
congregation remains seated.  The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 
 
P God, who is rich in mercy and love, gives us a new birth into a living hope through the 

sacrament of  baptism.  By water and the Word, God delivers us from sin and death and 
raises us to new life in Jesus Christ.  We are united with all the baptized in the one body of  
Christ, anointed with the gift of  the Holy Spirit, and joined in God's mission for the life 
of  the world. 

 
The candidate is presented.  
 
Parents : We present Zoe for baptism. 
  
P Called by the Holy Spirit, trusting in the grace and love of  God, do you desire to have Zoe 

baptized into Christ? 
 
Parents: We do. 
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P As you bring your child to receive the gift of  baptism, you are entrusted with 
 responsibilities: 
 
 to live with her among God's faithful people, 
 bring her to the word of  God and the holy supper, 
 teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, and the Ten Commandments,  
 place in her hands the holy scriptures, 
 and nurture her in faith and prayer, 
 so that your child may learn to trust God, 
 proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
 care for others and the world God made, 
 and work for justice and peace. 
 
 Do you promise to help your child grow in the Christian faith and life? 
 
Parents: We do. 
 
P Do you promise to nurture Zoe in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God's   

Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of  baptism and in communion with the church? 
 
Response: We do. 
 
 
The presiding minister addresses the assembly: 
 
P People of  God, do you promise to support Zoe pray for her in her new life in Christ? 
 
C We do. 
 
 
The assembly stands. 
 
 
PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 
The presiding minister addresses the candidate for baptism as well as the parents and sponsors .  The assembly may 
join in the responses. 
 
P I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of  the 
 church.   
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P Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
P Do you renounce the powers of  this world that rebel against God? 
 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
P Do you renounce the ways of  sin that draw you from God? 
 
Response: I renounce them. 
 
P Do you believe in God the Father? 
 
Response: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth. 
 
P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God? 
 
Response: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of  the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

 
 On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of  the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 
Response: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  

 saints, the forgiveness of  sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life     
 everlasting. 

 
 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
 
C And also with you. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters and by 
your Word you created the world, calling forth life in which you took delight.  Through the 
waters of  the flood you delivered Noah and his family, and through the sea you led your 
people Israel from slavery into freedom.  At the river your Son was baptized by John and 
anointed with the Holy Spirit.  By the baptism of  Jesus’ death and resurrection you set us 
free from the power of  sin and death and raise us up to live in you. 

 
 Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of  your living Word, that those who are washed in 

the waters of  baptism may be given new life.  To you be given honor and praise through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, now and  

 forever. 
 
C Amen. 
 
 
BAPTISM 
 
P I baptize you, Zoe, in the name of  the Father, and of  the Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. 
 
C Amen. 
 
The presiding minister baptizes the child in the name of  the Triune God. The congregation responds: 
 
C Blessed be God, the source of  all life, the word of  salvation, the spirit of   mercy. 
 
The presiding minister continues: 
 
P Let us pray. 
 
 We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give your son a 

new birth, cleanse him from sin, and raise him to eternal life. 
 
Laying of  both hands on the head of  the newly baptized, the minister prays. 
 
P Sustain Zoe with the gift of  your Holy Spirit: the spirit of  wisdom and understanding, 

the spirit of  counsel and might, the spirit of  knowledge and the fear of  the Lord, the 
spirit of  joy in your presence, both now and forever. 

 
C Amen. 
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The presiding minister marks the sign of  the cross on the forehead of  the baptized, saying: 
 
P Zoe, child of  God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and marked with the cross 

of  Christ forever. 
 
C Amen. 
 
 
WELCOME 
 
A candle is lighted from the paschal candle and given to the family as a representative of  the congregation says: 
 
P Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good works and glorify 

your Father in heaven. 
 
The ministers and the baptismal group face the assembly.  
 
P Let us welcome the newly baptized. 
 
C We welcome you into the body of  Christ and into the mission we share:  
 join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God's creative and            

redeeming word to all the world. Amen. 
 
 
 
GATHERING HYMN   ELW 453  Baptized and Set Free 

 
 
 
 
GREETING  
 
P The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of  God, and the communion of  the Holy 
 Spirit be with you all. 
 
C And also with you. 
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GATHERING HYMN ELW 453  Baptized and Set Free 
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HYMN OF PRAISE  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
P Let us pray. 
 
 O God, on this day you open the hearts of  your faithful people by sending into us your 
 Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of  that Spirit, that we may have a right  judgment in all
 things and rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ,  your Son and our Lord, 
 who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
C Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated.  
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CHILDREN’S TIME 
 
 

 
 

  + WORD + 
 
FIRST READING:      Acts 2:1-21 
 
Pentecost was a Jewish harvest festival that marked the fiftieth day after Passover. Luke portrays the Holy Spirit 
being poured out upon the disciples before the gathered and astonished people assembled in Jerusalem for the     
festival. Filled with the Spirit, the disciples were able to witness to the power of  Christ’s resurrection. 
 
1 When the day of  Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all together in one place. 2 And      
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of  a violent wind, and it filled the entire 
house where they were sitting. 3 Divided tongues, as of  fire, appeared among them, and a tongue 
rested on each of  them. 4 All of  them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in   
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
  5 Now there were devout Jews from every people under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6 And at 
this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of  each. 7 Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are     
speaking Galileans? 8 And how is it that we hear, each of  us, in our own    native language?  
9 Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of  Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of  Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11 Cretans and   Arabs—in our own languages we hear 
them speaking about God’s deeds of  power.” 12 All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” 13 But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
 
  14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Fellow Jews and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 15 Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. 16 No, this is what was   
spoken through the prophet Joel:  
 17 ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, 
and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your 
old men shall dream dreams. 18 Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those days I will 
pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 19 And I will show portents in the heaven above and 
signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20 The sun shall be turned to darkness 
and the moon to blood, before the coming of  the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21 Then every-
one who calls on the name of  the Lord shall be saved.’ ” 
 
Reader The Word of  the Lord. 
 
C Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM:  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

We sing the psalm responsively. 

 
 
 

 

Leader  24 How manifold are your | works, O Lord! 
  In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full | of  your creatures. 
 
C 25 Yonder is the sea, great and wide, with its swarms too man- | y to number, 
  living things both | small and great. 
 
L 26 There go the ships | to and fro, 
    and Leviathan, which you made for the | sport of  it. 
 
C 27 All of  them | look to you 
    to give them their food | in due season.  
 
L 28 You give it to them; they | gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled | with good things. 
 
C 29 When you hide your face, | they are terrified; 
    when you take away their breath, they die and return | to their dust. 
 
L 30 You send forth your Spirit, and they | are created; 
  and so you renew the face | of  the earth. 
 
C 31 May the glory of  the Lord en- | dure forever; 
    O Lord, rejoice in | all your works.  
 
L 32 You look at the earth | and it trembles; 
    you touch the mountains | and they smoke. 
 
C 33 I will sing to the Lord as long | as I live; 
    I will praise my God while I | have my being. 
 
L 34 May these words of  | mine please God. 
    I will rejoice | in the Lord. 
 
C 35b Bless the Lord, | O my soul. 
    Hal- | lelujah!  
 
Spoken after the psalm is sung: 
 

Amen. 
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SECOND READING:   1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
 
Paul is helping the Corinthians understand the relationship between our God-given unity and Spirit-created diver-
sity. The Spirit creates the unity of  faith and gives all Christians diverse gifts for the common benefit of  all. We 
need one another’s diverse spiritual gifts because the same Spirit has given them to each person for the common 
good. 
 
3b No one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 4 Now there are varieties of  gifts but 
the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of  services but the same Lord, 6 and there are varieties 
of  activities, but it is the same God who activates all of  them in everyone. 7 To each is given the 
manifestation of  the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the        
utterance of  wisdom and to another the utterance of  knowledge according to the same        
Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of  healing by the one Spirit, 10 to   
another the working of  powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of  
spirits, to another various kinds of  tongues, to another the interpretation of  tongues. 11 All these 
are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit 
chooses. 
 
  12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of  the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into 
one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of  one   Spirit. 
 
R The Word of  the Lord. 
 
C Thanks be to God.  
 
The assembly stands.  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
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GOSPEL:  John 20:19-23 
 

The risen Jesus appears to his disciples, offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of  the Holy Spirit. 
 
P The holy gospel according to John, the twentieth chapter. 
 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19 When it was evening on that day, the first day of  the week, and the doors were locked where 
the disciples were, for fear of  the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples        
rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father 
has sent me, so I send you.” 22 When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, 
“Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If  you forgive the sins of  any, they are forgiven them; if  you retain 
the sins of  any, they are retained.” 
 

P The gospel of  the Lord. 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

The assembly is seated. 
 
SERMON  We encounter the living word of  God in the preaching. 
 
Quiet reflection. 
 
The assembly stands.  
 
HYMN OF THE DAY ELW  401  Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading   
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 
Each petition ends:  Merciful God, 
 
Congregational response:  receive our prayer . 
 
PEACE  
 
A The peace of  Christ be with you always. 
 
C And also with you. 
 
We greet one another with a sign of  Christ’s peace.   
 
The assembly is seated.   
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HYMN OF THE DAY ELW  401  Gracious Spirit, Heed Our Pleading   
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          + MEAL + 
 
 
 
OFFERING 
 
 
An offering is gathered for the mission of  the church, including caring for those in need. We welcome you to place 
your gift in the offering plate near the baptismal font, mail it to the church, or by using the Venmo QR Code to 
the right. 
 
 
ANTHEM   "O Breathe On Me, O Breath Of  God"   -Bowers 

 
O breathe on me, O Breath of  God, 

fill me with life anew, 
that I may love the things you love 

and do what you would do. 
 

O breathe on me, O Breath of  God, 
until my heart is pure in you; 

until my will is one with yours, 
to do and to endure. 

 
O breathe on me, O Breath of  God, 

my will to yours incline, 
until this selfish part of  me 
glows with your fire divine. 

 
O breathe on me, O Breath of  God, 

so I shall never die, but live, 
but live with you the perfect life 

for all eternity. Amen. 

Use this QR Code to 
connect to Venmo for 
a donation to St.         
Stephen.  Code 5469. 
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OFFERING HYMN ELW 870  (verse 1) 

 

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward. 
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GREAT THANKSGIVING  
 
P The Lord be with you. 
 
C And also with you. 
 
P Lift up your hearts. 
 
C We lift them to the Lord. 
 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
 thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of  our
 Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself  to take away our sin, who in 
 dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought  us to eternal life.  And so, with Mary 
 Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of   the resurrection, with earth and sea and all 
 their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your 
 name and join their unending hymn: 
 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks. 
 
P In the night in which he was betrayed, 
 our Lord Jesus took bread, 
 and gave thanks; broke it, 
 and gave it to his disciples, 
 saying:  Take and eat; 
 this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
 
 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
 shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
 
C Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER   

 

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

 

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of  trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

P Come to the table of  grace. Receive the risen Lord.  
 
The assembly is seated.  
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LAMB OF GOD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central aisle.  The 
assisting ministers offer both wine (first) and grape juice (second) from pouring cups. Take a communion glass 
from one of  the trays at the corners as you approach the rail.  Leave the empty glass on the lower rail.  Wheat-
free wafers are available, simply tell the pastor.  
 
 
 
COMMUNION HYMNS  ELW  402    Eternal Spirit of  the Living Christ 

     
      ELW  399    O Holy Spirit, Root of  Life  
 
 
The assembly stands.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
A Let us pray. 
 
 Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 
 things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies,  and to 
 bring your healing to the nations.  In the name of  Jesus, 
 
C Amen. 
 
The assembly is seated.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The assembly stands.  

+ SENDING + 

 

BLESSING     We receive the blessings of  the triune God. 

P God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of  the 
 dead, and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 
 

C Amen. 

 
SENDING HYMN  ELW 396  Spirit of  Gentleness  

 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 
 
C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their faith 

and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 
 
A Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 
C  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 
C Thanks be to God!   

 + + +  
  

  Sundays and Seasons v.20200805.1416 

Copyright © 20256Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
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SENDING HYMN  ELW 396  Spirit of  Gentleness  

 

 



23 

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY  
 

Pastor Tom Holdcraft, presiding and preaching  
 
Katharine Gossman, piano 
 
Karl Barton, flute 
 
Denise Bookwalter, announcements 
 
Choir: Jordi Banitt, Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Austin Cowan, Kirsten 
Ebbesen, Rita Ford, Alison Haney, Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor Tom 
Holdcraft, Olivia James, Lawana Lamb-Daniels, Simone Schuster, Sylvia Smith, Dave Suhrweir, 
Cassandra White. 

Next Sunday’s Readings, The Holy Trinity: 

Genesis 1:1 - 2:4a  
Psalm 8  
2 Corinthians 13:11-13  
Matthew 28:16-20  

 
SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY 

Serving May 24 May 31 

Assisting Minister Kirsten Ebbesen  Jen Dritt  

Cup Minister Rita Ford Kirsten Ebbesen  

Cantor Simone Schuster Pastor Tom 

Lector Greta Scavone  Erik Robinson  

Acolyte  

Tech Team 
Audrey Post  

 Loraine Sundberg 
Colin Hackley  
 Mark Greeley  

Ushers 
Ann DelRossi 
Jacob Nallapu 

Bob Eshleman 
Patrick Kennell 

Altar Guild Beth Alexander 
Anita Sawh 
Rita Ford 

Counters 
Loraine Sundberg 

Marilyn Larson  
Margaret Bowers 
Patricia Handschy 

https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-31/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-31/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-31/0#
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/DayTexts/2026-5-31/0#
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
 

 
For the sick: Sallie Robinson (wife of  Erik Robinson); Sarah (friend of  Cassandra White); Laura 
McDuffie (sister of  Rob Schiffer). 
  
In treatment for cancer:  Kevin Vislocky (friend of  Bob and Linda Eshleman); Scott Simmons 
(son of  Sharon Simmons); Gordon Fleischer;  Jenny (niece of  Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); 
Rosalinda Wright;   Linda Bobbitt, (friend of  Cheryl Stuart) diagnosed with metasticized breast 
cancer.; David McManus (friend of  Audrey Post); Shannon Miller (friend of  Barb O’Donnell); 
Pat Yeager (sister of  Sue Canning); Roger Stomberg (friend of  Margaret Bowers). 
 
Health and protection:  For Frank “Ramy” Meyers in the hospital, following broken leg. For 
those encountering fear & uncertainty around government cuts and the future of  Medicaid. For  
immigrants and refugees who are working and raising families in the United States to be safe and 
secure without unnecessary deportations.  
  
For prisoners: All those on Death Row.   
 
Other concerns: For Jan Harrison and family following the death of  her son, Wayne Harri-
son; Jeanette Sickel and family following the death of  her cousin, Elaine Harris; Rick Bobbitt 
(friend of  Cheryl Stuart), our shared sympathy on his death; Sharon Simmons and family         
following the death of  her sister, Sue Berent; Kevin Robinson (son of  Erik Robinson), in need of  
encouragement; Theresa Martin (friend of  Cheryl Stuart); Allana Lochan-Tekaram (sister of  
Anita Sawh and Rita Ford), for hormone imbalance; Walt    Steinvorth (friend of  Rob Schiffer), 
suffering from pericarditis and vestibular neuritis and learning to cope with dizziness and severe 
equilibrium problems; Karen Olson. 
  
Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all      
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; Reconciling 
Works;  Bishops Pedro Suarez and Yehiel Curry; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport,       
Bahamas;  the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry. 
 
World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and    
asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in Ukraine; 
peace in Gaza and the Middle East. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

FLOWER CHART FOR 2026: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory you 
would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service by signing 
up for the 2026 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can place it in the 
offering plate. 
 
WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit https://
ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go to https://
ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  Want to browse a collection of   
St. Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. 

 

Calendar for  May 24 - May 31 
 

 
May  24 Sun.  9 am  Bible Study 
    9:30 am Choir rehearsal 
    10 am  Worship, Day of Pentecost 
  
 28 Thurs.   10 am  Bible Study 
      

 31 Sun.       9 am  Book study    
     10 am  Worship, The Holy Trinity 

CHURCH COUNCIL 

President, Denise Bookwalter 

Treasurer, Jennifer Dritt Buildings Coordinator, Sandy Lamb-Daniels 

Worship & Music, Susan Hehn Grounds Coordinator, Rob Schiffer 

Care & Hospitality, Lawana Lamb-Daniels  Outreach, Sharon Simmons 

Mutual Ministry, Sylvia Smith Education & Discipleship, Emily Stover 

Communications, Colleen Holdcraft Youth, Graham Reece 

  

  
Marilyn Larson dedicates today's altar flowers  
to the glory of  God in memory of  Fleet Pride,  

her life partner, who would have turned 78 on May 30.  
  



26 

Our Guiding Principles   
 

1.  Jesus is Lord of  our lives. 
 
2. We welcome absolutely everyone. 
 
3.  We enjoy a celebratory relationship with God through worship. 
 
4.  We support and encourage community both in and beyond our congregation. 
 
5.  We are called to use our God-given gifts of  time, talent, and treasure to serve all of  
 God's people and seek justice for them. 
 
6.  Creativity and new ideas are a vital part of  our life together as a congregation. 

 
 


