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Welcome, Everyone!
We are glad to have you with us this morning. If you need assistance in finding
anything, one of our ushers will be glad to help you.

Restrooms are found in the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the
sanctuary. Proceed up the stairs and through the glass door. Unisex bathrooms are available
through the kitchen in the office area. Please do not leave children under 12 unattended.

“Let the Little Children Come” Matthew 19:14 - In accordance with St. Stephen’s
mission “to be a welcoming community . . .” we encourage all ages to worship on Sundays.
We also believe that children learn to welcome others by how they have been welcomed. If
you are a parent of a young child, know that this community supports your efforts to engage
your child in worship and understands that it can be a stressful process. Having children in
worship is a joy that we treasure, so please know that we welcome you and your children as
they learn to become active members in Christ’s body. A nursery is available if parent or
guardian desires. See usher for details.

Please remember to turn off your cell phone during the liturgy.

All the hymns for the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book
and
numbered by hymn, not page.

For safety we no longer pass the offering plate. Financial gifts can be placed in the plate by
the baptismal font.

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that
explicitly welcomes people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender
expressions. St. Stephen is equally committed to anti-racism. We welcome people
without regard to race, ethnicity, age, family status, economic status, or differing
abilities.

All are invited to receive the sacrament. Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ is
present in, with and under the consecrated bread and wine of Holy Communion.
Those not wishing to commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing. To
indicate this, please cross your arms over your chest. If you are not able to come

forward, please inform the ushers and the meal will be brought to you.




INTRODUCTION
The gift of new life, of eternal life, is the gift of the risen Christ. 1t is the promise of Jesus. 1t was true for

Dorcas in Joppa. 1t was true for those “who have come ont of the great ordeal” in the Revelation vision. 1t is
true for us and for all the baptized: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and 1
will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

PRELUDE
The assembly stands. ? (‘*
]

+ Gathering +

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P Alleluial Christ is risen.

C Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of * the One who was, who is, and who is to come.

C Amen.

P Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let
us give thanks for the gifts of baptism.

Water may be poured before or during the thanksgiving.

p Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people
your own, that restore to wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

C make us one as you are one.

P We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and
give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless

love and cross barriers of our own making. Baptized into you, O Living One,

C make us one as you are one.



P We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of
believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set your

people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you, O Living

One,

C make us one as you are one.

p Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these
waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the
Crucified and Risen One.

C Amen.

GATHERING HYMN 361  The Day of Resurrection!
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GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

HYMN OF PRAISE
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O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great

PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete

in everything good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is
well-pleasing in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME
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+ WORD +
FIRST READING: Acts 9:36-43

Dorcas was a faithful and devoted woman of charity in the community of Joppa. Her kindness and her
work with clothing were well-known, especially to the widows in town. When she fell ill and died, Peter raised
her back to life through the power of prayer.

*Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She
was devoted to good works and acts of charity. > At that time she became ill and died. When
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. ** Since Lydda was near Joppa, the
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please
come to us without delay.” *’ So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they
took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing
tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. * Peter put all of
them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha,
get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. *' He gave her his hand and
helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. ** This became
known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. * Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa

for some time with a certain Simon, a tannet.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM:  We sing the psalm ~ ELW 778  The Lord’s My Shepherd
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SECOND READING: Revelation 7:9-17
Christ is the shepherd who leads his faithful to springs of the water of life. Christ is also the lamb who

vanquishes sin and suffering.

? After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. ' They cried out in a loud voice,
saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

" And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, "* singing,
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might

be to our God forever and ever! Amen.”

"Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where
have they come from?” "*1 said to him, “Sit, you are the one that knows.” Then he said to
me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. " For this reason they are before the throne
of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is seated on the
throne will shelter them. '* They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will not
strike them, nor any scorching heat; '” for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away

every tear from their eyes.”
R The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 10:22-30

Jesus responds to questions about his identity with the remarkable claim that he and the Father are one.
Those who understand this are his sheep; they hear bis voice, follow, and will never be snatched from his hand.

p The holy gospel according to John, the twenty-second chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

*2 At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, * and
Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. * So the Jews gathered around
him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us

’ 25

plainly.” = Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in

my Father’s name testify to me; * but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my
sheep. * My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. *I give them

eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. ¥ What my
Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s
hand. * The Father and I ate one.”

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

The assembly stands.
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APOSTLES’ CREED

A Let us confess our faith.

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by
the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day
he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends: Hear us, O God.

Congregational response: Your mercy is great.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christs peace.

The assembly is seated.



fira
+ MEAL +

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need.

ANTHEM  "Evermore I'll Sing Your Praise" -Lawton

(Refrain)

Evermore I'll sing your praise,
Evermore through endless days,
God of all seasons, right and reason,

Lord of love and endless grace.

In God alone I will find my salvation,
In God I trust and I shall not fear.
God is my song, my Joy, and celebration;

God is my comfort, my strength forever near. (refrain)

And I will tell of the glory of God's kindness,

And I will sing of the glory of God's name.

And I will dwell with the Lord who heals all blindness,
Forever seeking God's light to guide my way. (refrain)



OFFERING HYMN ELW 870 (verse 1)

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.

We Praise You, O God
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Text: Julia C. Cory, 1882-1963
Music: KREMSER. A. Valerius, Nederlandtsch Gedenckelanck, 1626

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

p Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.



P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious
resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to
take away our sin, who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to
eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the
resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and

archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending

hymn:
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now
and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

The assembly is seated.
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central

aisle. "The assisting ministers offer both wine and grape juice from pouring cups. Take a communion glass

from one of the trays at the corners as you approach the rail. 1eave the empty
free wafers are available -- simply tell the pastor. If you do not wish to receive

over your chest to receive a blessing from the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS 502

484  You Satisfy the Hungry Heart

The assembly stands.

Glass on the lower rail. Wheat-
the meal, simply fold your arms

The King of Love My Shepherd Is



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of
your wonders, sing of your glory, and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and

weary world.

C Amen.
+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.

P The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, *F Savior, and

Spirit, light your way with resurrection dawn, now and always.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The assembly stands.

SENDING HYMN 544 Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing



DISMISSAL

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their
faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

A Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

A Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluial Alleluial

C Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!
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Calendar for May 11 - 18

May 11 Sun. 8:30 am Mother’s Day Tea and Muffins

9:30 am Choir practice
10 am Worship, Fourth Sunday of Easter
14 Wed. 7 pm Choir practice
18 Sun. 9 am Book study
9:30 am Choir practice
10 am Worship, Fifth Sunday of Easter

Next Sunday’s Readings, Fifth Sunday of Easter:

Acts 11:1-18
Psalm 148

Revelation 21:1-6 éz_ﬁg

John 13:31-35

Susan and Mark Warren dedicate today's altar flowers

for all the strong women in our congregation

who are mothers to two- and four-legged babies.

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY

Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching
Katharine Gossman, piano

Karl Barton, flute

Denise Bookwalter, announcements

Choir: Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita Ford, Rudy Hehn,
Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor Tom Holdcraft, Olivia James, Sandy Ness, Simone
Schuster, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White



https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-5-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-5-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-5-18/0
https://members.sundaysandseasons.com/Home/TextsAndResources/2025-5-18/0

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY

Serving May 11 May 18
Assisting Minister Rob Schiffer Audrey Post
Cup Minister Kirsten Ebbesen Colleen Holdcraft
Cantor
Lector Colleen Holdcraft Judi Duffy
Acolyte Ceilia Greeley or Graham Reece or Bastian Stover
Tech Team Ma.tk Greeley Colleen Holdcraft
Colin Hackley Jonas Holdcraft
Bob Eshleman
Ushers
Audrey Post
. Lawana Lamb-Daniels Billie Reardon
Altar Guild . . .
Sandy Lamb-Daniels Erik Robinson
Kirsten Ebbesen Margaret Bowers
Counters . =,
Rob Schiffer Patricia Handschy
PRAYER REQUESTS

For the sick: Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); Laura
McDuffie (sister of Rob Schiffer).

In treatment for cancer: Ruth Hartung; Scott Simmons (son of Sharon Simmons);

Gordon Fleischer; Jim Saxman (uncle of Rob Schiffer); Jenny (niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin
Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Gil Johnson (friend of Judi
Dufty); David McManus (friend of Audrey Post); Shannon Miller (friend of Barb O’Donnell);
Becky Graves (friend of Ridy Hofer); Timothy Stewart (son of Pepper Stewart).

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus — especially those experiencing
mental-health difficulties from isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those on
the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical personnel,
EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children entering the

U.S,, including those “unaccounted for.”

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.



Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of
encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing; Margarete
Deckert (mother of Caroline Collins), ongoing prayers for strength as she is recovering from
illness; Donna Dickson Miller (friend of Audrey Post), facing health challenges; Gladys Kane for
continued healing; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart).

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; Reconciling
Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport,
Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry; St. Paul Lutheran Church, Pensacola.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hutricanes; migrants and
asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in Ukraine;
peace in Gaza and the Middle Fast.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWER CHART FOR 2025: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory
you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service
by signing up for the 2025 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can
place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
hups://ststephenlutherantally.com/sermons. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go to
hups://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of St.
Stephen songs? They'te at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/songs-of-st-stephen.



