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St. Stephen Lutheran Church 
(850) 385-2728, Office 
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Rev. Tom Holdcraft, Pastor 
Katharine Gossman, Music Director                                          Lori Zengel, Office Manager 
_________________________All Members, Ministers____________________________ 
  

Welcome, Everyone! 
We are glad to have you with us this morning.  If you need assistance in finding 
anything, one of our ushers will be glad to help you. 
  
Restrooms are found in the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the  
sanctuary.  Proceed up the stairs and through the glass door.  Unisex bathrooms are available 
through the kitchen in the office area. Please do not leave children under 12 unattended. 
  
“Let the Little Children Come” Matthew 19:14 - In accordance with St. Stephen’s 
mission “to be a welcoming community . . .” we encourage all ages to worship on Sundays. 
We also believe that children learn to welcome others by how they have been welcomed. If 
you are a parent of a young child, know that this community supports your efforts to engage 
your child in worship and understands that it can be a stressful process. Having children in 
worship is a joy that we treasure, so please know that we welcome you and your children as 
they learn to become active members in Christ’s body. A nursery is available if parent or 
guardian desires. See usher for details. 
  
Please remember to turn off your cell phone during the liturgy.  
  
All the hymns for the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book 
and  
numbered by hymn, not page.  
  
For safety we no longer pass the offering plate. Financial gifts can be placed in the plate by 
the baptismal font. 
  

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that 
explicitly welcomes people of all sexual orientations, gender identities, and gender 
expressions. St. Stephen is equally committed to anti-racism. We welcome people 
without regard to race, ethnicity, age, family status, economic status, or differing 

abilities. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All are invited to receive the sacrament.  Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ is  

present in, with and under the consecrated bread and wine of Holy Communion.  

Those not wishing to commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing.  To 

indicate this, please cross your arms over your chest.  If you are not able to come 

forward, please inform the ushers and the meal will be brought to you. 



INTRODUCTION 

  

The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of God’s glory to us as it was made known 

to the magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at Jesus’ baptism—today using wedding imagery. Our God 

rejoices over God’s people as those being married rejoice over one another. By the power of the Spirit there are 

gifts galore for everyone. In Christ Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see. 

  

  

  

PRELUDE 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   

  The assembly stands. 

 

 

+ GATHERING + 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

  

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

  

P Send us your silence, Lord, that we may reflect on the ways we have kept you at 

 arms length. 

  

Silence for reflection.  

  

P Please accept our confession of sin, Lord, and bathe us in your forgiveness. 

  

C Forgive us, Dear Lord. We fail to thank you for your gifts to us. We neglect 

those who are in need, those who could teach us of your love. 

  

And we have such a dim view of ourselves compared with your vision of us. 

You have given us wings and urged us to fly. But we keep our feet on the 

ground and our backs turned to you. Forgive us, mighty God. 

  

P Through the gift we can never hope to deserve, the gift of Jesus Christ, God melts 

away our sin. In the warmth of God’s loving gaze - Father, Son and holy Spirit - we 

are forgiven. 

  

C We are forgiven! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The assembly is seated.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



HYMN OF PRAISE   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GREETING 

  

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 
  

C And also with you. 

   

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY  
  

 

 

 

 

P Let us pray. 
  

Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led many to 

faith by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and salvation to his people. 

Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find our life together in him, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

  

   

C Amen. 

 

  

The assembly is seated. 

 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  
 

 

 

+ WORD + 
  

FIRST READING: Isaiah 62:1-5 

  

The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political troubles. Nevertheless, the 

prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will be restored. God will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom 

rejoices over the bride, and the people are called to the celebration. 

  
1 For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until her  

vindication shines out like the dawn, and her salvation like a burning torch. 2 The nations 

shall see your vindication, and all the kings your glory; and you shall be called by a new name 

that the mouth of  the Lord will give. 3 You shall be a crown of  beauty in the hand  

of  the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of  your God. 4 You shall no more be termed 

Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate; but you shall be called My  



Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the Lord delights in you, and your land shall be 

married. 5 For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your builder marry you, and 

as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 
  

Reader The Word of  the Lord.  

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
PSALM: Psalm 36:5-10 We sing the psalm responsively. 
  
  
 
 
 

Leader  5 Your love, O Lord, reaches | to the heavens, 

    and your faithfulness | to the clouds. 

  

C  6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like | the great 

 deep; 

    you save humankind and ani- | mals, O Lord.  

 

L 7 How priceless is your | love, O God! 

    All people take refuge under the shadow | of your wings. 

 

C  8 They feast upon the abundance | of your house; 

    you give them drink from the river of | your delights. 

 

L 9 For with you is the | well of life, 

    and in your light | we see light. 

 

C  10 Continue your lovingkindness to | those who know you, 

    and your favor to those who are | true of heart.  

  

Spoken after the psalm is sung: 

  

Amen. 

  

   

 

 

 



SECOND READING:   1 Corinthians 12:1-11 

  

The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing their spiritual gifts, thinking some 

to be superior to others. Paul invites this fractured community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has  

gifted them all perfectly for their mission together. 

  
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 
2 You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could 

not speak. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God 

ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy 

Spirit. 
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of services, but 

the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all 

of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common 

good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 

utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to 

another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of miracles, to another 

prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to 

another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, 

who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

   

R The Word of the Lord. 
  

C Thanks be to God.  

 

 

The assembly stands.  

 

 

GOSPEL:  John 2:1-11 

  

Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of  Jesus’ signs. Through many such 

epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s creative power and joyful presence into the world. 

  

P The holy gospel according to John, the second chapter. 

  

C Glory to you, O Lord. 

  
1 On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of  Galilee, and the mother of  Jesus was 

there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine gave 

out, the mother of  Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.”  



4 And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not 

yet come.” 5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” 6 Now standing 

there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of  purification, each holding twenty or 

thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled them up to the 

brim. 8 He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief  steward.” So they 

took it. 9 When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know where 

it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the 

bridegroom 10 and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior 

wine after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until 

now.” 11 Jesus did this, the first of  his signs, in Cana of  Galilee, and revealed his glory; and 

his disciples believed in him. 

    

P The gospel of  the Lord. 

  

C Praise to you, O Christ. 

  

 

 The assembly is seated.  

  

  

SERMON  We encounter the living word of God in the preaching. 

  

  

The assembly stands.   

  

  

HYMN OF THE DAY ACS 1062 Build a Longer Table 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

  

A Let us confess our faith. 

  

C I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

  

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 

Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was  

 crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day 

he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  

 everlasting.  Amen. 

  

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  

Each petition ends:  God of grace, 
  

Congregational response:  hear our prayer. 

   

 

 

PEACE 
  

A The peace of Christ be with you always. 
  

C And also with you. 
  

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 

 

 

 The assembly is seated.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

+ MEAL + 

  

OFFERING 

  

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

 

ANTHEM "Song of God Among Us"  -Haugen 

 

Lest the Word be far from us, God prepared his coming. 

One who longed to share our fate made with us his dwelling. 

In the midst of you is One you do not know. 

 

Who is ev'rywhere at hand, who is wholly human, 

one who goes unrecognized silent, never spoken, 

In the midst of you is One you do not know. 

 

God from God and light from light, hope of earth's sad crying, 

face to face with humankind, speaks of love and dying. 

 

Then let patience be your guide, walk in ways of justice; 

show each other at all time ev'ry kind of goodness. 

In the midst of you is One you do not know. 

 

Now be carefree, full of joy: God alone, who calls us, 

touches all who live on earth, makes a home among us. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OFFERING HYMN   
 

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GREAT THANKSGIVING  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION BLESSING 

  

P Bless this bread, Holy God--baked by our hand but sanctified by your Word.  On a 

 night 2,000 years ago, shortly before he died to give us everlasting life, your loving 

 Son took such bread and gave thanks to you.  He broke it, gave it to his disciples 

 and said, “Take this and eat.  This is my body, which is given for you.  Do this in 

 remembrance of me.” 

  

 Bless this wine, Holy God--poured by our hand but made precious by your Son’s 

 sacrifice.  After supper that night, Jesus took a cup of wine, like this one, and gave 

 you thanks.  He gave it to his disciples, telling them, “Take this, all of you, and 

 drink from it.  This is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for 

 all people so that sins may be forgiven.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER  

  

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 

  

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now 

and forever.  Amen. 

  

  

  

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  

  

P The joy of the Lord is our strength. Come, eat this meal of gladness. 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

  

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central aisle.   

The assisting ministers offer both wine and grape juice from the pouring cup, take one from the tray as you 

approach the rail. Leave the empty glass on the rail. Wheat-free wafers are available--simply tell the pastor. 

  

 

COMMUNION HYMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNION HYMNS 773 Precious Lord, Take My Hand 

  

    650 In Christ There Is No East or West  

 

    648 Beloved, God’s Chosen 

  

  

 The assembly stands.  

  

  

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

  

A Let us pray. 

  

 Nourishing God, at this table you have refreshed us with holy gifts of food and 

drink. Strengthen us for service, and send us out to embody your good news of 

liberation and healing for the sake of the world. In the name of Christ we pray,  
 

 C Amen. 

  

+ SENDING + 
  

BLESSING   We receive the blessings of the triune God. 
  

P The Spirit of the triune God ☩ bless you with joy, anoint you with compassion, and 

send you in love. 
  

C Amen. 

 

 

 The assembly is seated.  

  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

 

The assembly stands.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



SENDING HYMN  841 Lift Every Voice and Sing 

  

 
    

 



DISMISSAL 
  

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is: 
  

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their 

faith and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call. 

  

A Go in peace. Live in hope. 
  

C Thanks be to God!   

+ + + 
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Calendar for January 12 - 19 

 

Jan. 19  Sun.    9 am  Book study    

   9:30 am Choir practice       

     10 am  Worship, Second Sunday after Epiphany 

  

 22 Wed. 7 pm  Choir practice   

  

 26 Sun.      9 am  Book study    

   9:30 am Choir practice       

     10 am  Worship, Ministry of Reconciling Sunday 

   11:30 am RIC Speaker/Potluck 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

 

Next Sunday’s Readings, Ministry of Reconciling Sunday: 

  

Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

Psalm 19 

Corinthians 12:12-31a 

Luke 4:14-21 

  

  

  

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Today’s altar flowers are dedicated to the  

to the glory of God. 

  

 

  

  

  

 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
  

New concerns:  Margarete Deckert (mother of Caroline Collins), recovering from illness; 

Donna Dickson Miller (friend of Audrey Post), facing health challenges; Wayne McCully 

(friend of Audrey Post), undergoing dialysis for kidney failure; Gladys Kane for continued 

healing.  

  

For the sick: Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl 

Stuart); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); Laura McDuffie (sister of Rob Schiffer). 

  

In treatment for cancer: Ruth Hartung; Scott Simmons (son of Sharon Simmons);  

Gordon Fleischer; Stephanie Barber; Jim Saxman (uncle of Rob Schiffer); Jenny (niece of 

Laura Sullivan & Colin Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; James Sablan (brother of Donna  

Schiffer); Craig Timm (friend of Cheryl & Steve); Gil Johnson (friend of Judi Duffy); 

Amanda George (daughter-in-law of Rob Schiffer); David McManus (friend of Audrey 

Post); Shannon Miller (friend of Barb ODonnell); Becky Graves (friend of Ridy Hofer); 

Timothy Stewart (son of Pepper Stewart). 

  

Health and protection: For all affected by the coronavirus – especially those experiencing 

mental-health difficulties due to isolation, those struggling to recover from the disease, those 

on the front lines fighting, researching and treating the disease (doctors, nurses, medical 

personnel, EMTs), the millions of unemployed people, etc.; for the unaccompanied children 

entering the U.S., including those “unaccounted for.”  

  

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.   

  

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY 
  
Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching 
 

Katharine Gossman, piano 
 

Karl Barton, flute 

 

Denise Bookwalter, announcements 

 

Choir: Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Kirsten Ebbesen, Rita Ford, Rudy Hehn, 
Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor Tom Holdcraft, Olivia James, Sandy Ness, Simone 
Schuster, Dave Suhrweir, Cassandra White 
  
    



 

Other concerns: For Karen Olson; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need of  

encouragement; Isaac (son of Terri Schmitt), for physical and emotional healing; Steve  

Michael (cousin of Rob Schiffer), in rehab after a serious accident.  

 

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all  

congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; 

Reconciling Works; Grace Lutheran Church; Bishop Pedro Suarez; Our Savior Lutheran 

Church in Freeport, Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry; St. Paul Lutheran 

Church, Pensacola. 

 

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants and 

asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in 

Ukraine; peace in Afghanistan and the Middle East. 

  

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING: Please mark your calendar for February 2. After 

church we will hold our Congregation meeting to approve our 2025 financial budget, vote 

for new Council members, and discuss future ministry opportunities. The meeting will begin 

in the fellowship hall shortly after worship ends.  

  

FLOWER CHART FOR 2025: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory 

you would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service 

by signing up for the 2025 Flower Chart located in the narthex. The cost is $40, and you can 

place it in the offering plate. 

  

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit 

https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go 

to https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  Want to browse a collection of  

St. Stephen songs? They're at https://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters.  

  

 


