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Welcome, Everyone!

We are glad to have you with us this morning. If you need assistance in finding anything,
one of our ushers will be glad to help you.

Restrooms are found in the fellowship hall and office building to the right as you exit the
sanctuary. Proceed up the stairs and through the glass door. Unisex bathrooms are available
through the kitchen in the office area.

“Let the Little Children Come” Matthew 19:14 - In accordance with St. Stephen’s mission “to
be a welcoming community . . .” we encourage all ages to worship on Sundays. We also believe
that children learn to welcome others by how they have been welcomed. If you are a parent of a
young child, know that this community supports your efforts to engage your child in worship
and understands that it can be a stressful process. Having children in worship is a joy that we
treasure, so please know that we welcome you and your children as they learn to become active
members in Christ’s body.

Please remember to turn off your cell phone during the liturgy.

All the hymns for the worship service are in the red Evangelical Lutheran Worship book and
numbered by hymn, not page.

St. Stephen Lutheran Church (ELCA) is a Reconciling in Christ congregation that
explicitly welcomes people of all sexual orientations, gender identities,
and gender expressions. St. Stephen is equally committed to anti-racism.
We welcome people without regard to race, ethnicity, age, family status, economic
status, or differing abilities.

All are invited to receive the sacrament. Lutherans believe that Jesus Christ is
present in, with and under the consecrated bread and wine of Holy Communion.
Those not wishing to commune are welcome to the altar to receive a blessing.
To indicate this, please cross your arms over your chest. If you are not able to
come forward, please inform the ushers and the meal will be brought to you.
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INTRODUCTION

Though the word trinity is not found in the scriptures, today’s second reading includes the apostolic greeting that
begins the liturgy: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all. In the gospel Jesus sends his disciples forth to baptize in the name of the Father, and the Son, and
the Holy Spirit. More than a doctrine, the Trinity expresses the heart of our faith: we have experienced the God
of creation made known in Jesus Christ and with us always through the Holy Spirit. We celebrate the mystery of
the Holy Trinity in word and sacrament, as we profess the creed, and as we are sent into the world to bear witness
to our faith.

PRELUDE

T

+ GATHERING +

The assembly stands.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Al may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Pastor In the name of the Father, and of the *F Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Congregation Amen.

P Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Stilence is kept for reflection.

P Merciful God,

C you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away from the abundant life
you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, and generosity, but we grow
weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal
us, break our bonds, and show us the path of life. Amen.

P You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the cross
of *F Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spitit, your sins are forgiven. Clothed

with Christ, you are a new creation.

C Amen.



GATHERING HYMN ELW 413

Hoby, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty!
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

P

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY i;?

P Let us pray. Y

Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in- One, and
we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this faith, defend us in
all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you live in endless joy and love,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
The assembly is seated.

CHILDREN’S TIME

+ WORD +

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1—2:4a

At the beginning of time, God the Creator, God the powerful Word, and God the life-giving Spirit form the
earth and all its inhabitants. God sees that all this created work is good and then rests on the seventh day.

'When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the
waters. > Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light
was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. > God called the light Day, and the
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.

¢ And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters
trom the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there
was evening and there was morning, the second day.

? And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the
dry land appear.” And it was so. 19 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were
gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. ' Then God said, “Let the
earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear
fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding
seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it
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was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the
night, and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 1> and let them be lights in
the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 1© God made the two great
lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17
God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, '8 to rule over the day and over
the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 1 And
there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above
the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created the great sea monsters and every living
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm and every winged bird of every
kind. And God saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and
fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And there was evening and there
was morning, the fifth day.

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And it was so. 2> God made the wild animals
of the earth of every kind and the cattle of every kind and everything that creeps upon the
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.

20 Then God said, “Let us make humans in our image, according to our likeness, and let them
have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over the cattle and over
all the wild animals of the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.”

27So God created humans in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female
he created them.
28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and
subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every
living thing that moves upon the earth.” 2° God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding
seed that is upon the face of all the earth and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them
tor food. 30 And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the air and to everything that
creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for
tood.” And it was so. 3 God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.

21'Thus the heavens and the earth were finished and all their multitude. 2 On the sixth day God
tinished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he
had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all
the work that he had done in creation.

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created.

Reader The Word of the Lord.

C Thanks be to God.



PSALM: Psalm 8 We sing the psalm responsivel).
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Leader 1O | Lord our Lotd,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!—

C 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of
in- | fants and children;
you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the
foe | and avenger.

L 3When I consider your heavens, the work | of your fingers,
the moon and the stars you have set | in their courses,

C “what are mere mortals that you should be mind- | ful of them,
human beings that you should | care for them?

L >Yet you have made them little less | than divine;
with glory and hon- | or you crown them.

C %You have made them rule over the works | of your hands;
you have put all things un- | der their feet:

L 7all | flocks and cattle,
even the wild beasts | of the field,

C 8 the birds of the air, the fish | of the sea,
and whatever passes along the paths | of the sea.

L 20 | Lotd our Lotd,
how majestic is your name in | all the earth!



Spoken afler the psalm is sung:

Amen.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 13:11-13

Paul closes a challenging letter to the Corinthians with an appeal to Christian fellowship grounded in the triune
harmony of Christ’s grace, God’s love, and the Spirits partnership.

[Paul writes:] ! Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Be restored; listen to my appeal; agree with
one another; live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 12 Greet one another
with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you.

13 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you.

R The Word of the Lotd.

C Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
i
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GOSPEL: Matthew 28:16-20

Alfter bis resurrection, Jesus summons bis remaining disciples and commissions them to baptize and teach all
nations in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

P The holy gospel according to Matthew, the twenty eight chapter.

C Glory to you, O Lord.

[ Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed

them. 17 When they saw him, they worshiped him, but they doubted. '® And Jesus came and said
to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. ' Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit 29 and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember,
I'am with you always, to the end of the age.”

P The gospel of the Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON We encounter the living word of God in the preaching.

Quiet reflection.

The assembly stands.
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HYMN OF THE DAY ACS 947  Source and Sovereign, Rock and Cloud
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to I AM:
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Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b, 1945
Music: ABERYSTWYTH, Joseph Parry, 1841-1903
Text © 1986 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

12



NICENE CREED

A Let us confess our faith.

C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten,
not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. For us
and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit
and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the
right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the
dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and

apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition ends: God of grace,

Congregational response: hear our prayer.

PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.

C And also with you.

We greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.

The assembly is seated.
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OFFERING

iy

+ MEAL +

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including caring for those in need.
We welcome you to place your gift in the offering plate near the baptismal font, mail it to the church, or by using

the Venmo OR Code to the right.

OFFERING HYMN  ELW 870 (verse 7)

Stephen Saint

@Stephen-Saint

Use this QR Code to
connect to Venmo for
a donation to St.
Stephen. Code 5469.

The assembly stands to sing the offering hymn as the collection and the gifts are brought forward.

We Praise You, O God
! | | R I [ :
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I We praise you, O God, our re - deem - er, cre - a - tor;
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in grate - ful de - wvo - tion our trib - ute we bring.
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We lay it be - fore you; we kneel and a - dore vyou;
e == — P Tt
< # 't..._________,_,fH d d. J"
we bless your ho - ly name; glad prais - es we  sing.
Text: Julia C. Cory, 1382-1963
Music: KREMSER, A, Valerius, Nederlandtseh Gedenclelanck, 1626
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GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

C We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You reveal your glory as the glory of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit: equal in
majesty, undivided in splendor, one Lord, one God, ever to be adored in your eternal
glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of
heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

0 — .
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Ho-ly, ho - 1y, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow'r and might,
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san-na. Ho - san - na in the high - est, Bless-ed is he who
J— - | — '
[ | 'r" h-" ]! | 1 | | 1 1 1 i =
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comes in - the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na m the high - est.
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The presiding minister continues to give thanks.

P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat;
this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.

C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be

done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.

Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!

The assembly is seated.
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LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION

— e —

us

peace.

As the ushers direct you, come to the altar using the side aisles and return to your seat via the central aisle. "The

assisting ministers offer both wine (first) and grape juice (second) from pouring cups. Take a communion glass
from one of the trays at the corners as you approach the rail. 1eave the empty glass on the lower rail. W heat-

[free wafers are available, simply tell the pastor.

COMMUNION HYMNS

The assembly stands.

ELW 819
ELW 414

Come, All Yon People

Holy God, We Praise Your Name
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A Let us pray.

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit
nourishing us now and forever.

C Amen.

The assembly is seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The assembly stands.

+ SENDING +

BLESSING  We receive the blessings of the triune God.
P Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, * one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.

C Amen.

SENDING HYMN ELW 412 Cosme, Join the Dance of Trinity (please see next page)

18



SENDING HYMN ELW 412 Come, Join the Dance of Trinity
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I Come, join the dance of Trin-i-1ty, be - fore all worlds be - gun—
2 Come, seec the face of Tnn-i-1y, new-born in Beth - le - hem;
3 Come, spcak a - loud of Trin-i-1ty, as wind and tongues of flame
4 With - in the dance of Trin-i -ty, be - fore all worlds be - gun,
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set peo-ple free at  Pen-te -cost to tell the Sav -ior's name.
we  sing the prais-es  of the Three, the  Fa - ther, Spir - it, Son.
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The dance of Trnn -1 - ty i1s meant for hu - man flesh and bone;
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Let voic-es nse and in - ter-weave,by love and hope set free,
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but  as the Three, in  love and hope, made room with-in their dance.
when fear con-fines the dance in death, God rolls a - way the stone.

go
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Text: Richard Leach, b. 1953

Music: KINGSFOLD, English folk tune
Text © X} Selab Publishing Co., Inc. www selahpub.com, All nghts reserved. Used by permission.
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DISMISSAL

A We believe out loud that God’s mission for us is:

C to be an active community that welcomes all people to nurture and share their faith
and gifts with everyone, according to God’s call.

Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!

C Thanks be to God.
+ + +

Sundays and Seasons v.20200805.1416
Copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved

With today's altar flowers, Cheryl Stuart and Steve Kunst
celebrate the birth of Gladys Kane’s fifth great-grandchild,

Lawson Stuart Griffin
(son of Austin and Kate Griffin in Miami).

Calendar for May 31 - June 7

May 31  Sun. 9 am Bible study
10 am Worship, The Holy Trinity
28  Thurs. 10 am Bible study
June 7 Sun. 9 am Bible study
10 am Worship, Second Sunday after Pentecost

20



Next Sunday’s Readings, Second Sunday after Pentecost:

Hosea 5:15—6:6
Psalm 50:7-15

Romans 4:13-25 E:;E
Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26 Qf‘

SERVING EVERY SUNDAY
Pastor Tom, presiding and preaching
Katharine Gossman, piano
Karl Barton, flute
Denise Bookwalter, announcements
Choir: Jordi Banitt, Karl Barton, Melissa Barton, Mark Canning, Austin Cowan, Kirsten
Ebbesen, Rita Ford, Alison Haney, Rudy Hehn, Susan Hehn, Colleen Holdcraft, Pastor Tom

Holdcraft, Olivia James, Lawana Lamb-Daniels, Simone Schuster, Sylvia Smith, Dave Suhrweir,
Cassandra White.

SERVING TODAY AND ONE WEEK FROM TODAY

Serving May 31 June 7
Assisting Minister Jen Dritt Beth Alexander
Cup Minister Susan Warren Kirsten Ebbesen
Cantor Pastor Tom
Lector Erik Robinson Karen Elizabeth Olson
Acolyte
Tech Team (lj\j[)zlllrrli Péizl;lleez Caf)iieB éf)}lllins
Ushers Bob Eshleman Erik Robinson
Patrick Kennell Jacob Nallapu
. Anita Sawh Linda Eshleman
Altar Guild Rita Ford Barbara Sullivan
Counters Mar'gz'lret Bowers Billie Rea'rdon
Patricia Handschy Rob Schiffer
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PRAYER REQUESTS

For the sick: Sallie Robinson (wife of Erik Robinson); Sarah (friend of Cassandra White); Laura
McDuffie (sister of Rob Schitfer).

In treatment for cancer: Kevin Vislocky (friend of Bob and Linda Eshleman); Scott
Simmons (son of Sharon Simmons); Gordon Fleischer; Jenny (niece of Laura Sullivan & Colin
Hackley); Rosalinda Wright; Linda Bobbitt, (friend of Cheryl Stuart) diagnosed with
metasticized breast cancer.; David McManus (friend of Audrey Post); Shannon Miller (friend of
Barb O’Donnell); Pat Yeager (sister of Sue Canning); Roger Stomberg (friend of Margaret
Bowers).

Health and protection: For Frank “Ramy” Meyers in the hospital, following broken leg. For
those encountering fear & uncertainty around government cuts and the future of Medicaid. For
immigrants and refugees who are working and raising families in the United States to be safe and
secure without unnecessary deportations.

For prisoners: All those on Death Row.

Other concerns: For Jan Harrison and family following the death of her son, Wayne

Harrison; Jeanette Sickel and family following the death of her cousin, Elaine Harris; Rick
Bobbitt (friend of Cheryl Stuart), our shared sympathy on his death; Sharon Simmons and family
following the death of her sister, Sue Berent; Kevin Robinson (son of Erik Robinson), in need
of encouragement; Theresa Martin (friend of Cheryl Stuart); Allana Lochan-Tekaram (sister of
Anita Sawh and Rita Ford), for hormone imbalance; Walt Steinvorth (friend of Rob Schiffer),
suffering from pericarditis and vestibular neuritis and learning to cope with dizziness and severe
equilibrium problems; Karen Olson.

Church concerns: St. Stephen’s Church Council; the Florida-Bahamas Synod Council; all
congregations searching for ways to stay connected and proclaim the Good News; Reconciling
Works; Bishops Pedro Suarez and Yehiel Curry; Our Savior Lutheran Church in Freeport,
Bahamas; the ELCA Advocacy offices and ministry.

World concerns: For all people suffering and/or recovering from hurricanes; migrants

and asylum seekers; civil rights for people around the world; a ceasefire in Ethiopia and in
Ukraine; peace in Gaza and the Middle East.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

FLOWER CHART FOR 2026: Do you have an anniversary, birthday or special memory you
would like to honor? Celebrate the occasion by sponsoring the flowers for our service by sighing
up for the 2026 Flower Chart located on the sidewalk near the narthex. The cost is $40, and you
can place it in the offering plate.

WEEKLY NEWSLETTER: Want to read a sermon you missed? Visit
https://ststephenlutherantally.com/sermons. Want to read the latest newsletters? Go to
htps://ststephenlutherantally.com/newsletters. Want to browse a collection of St. Stephen
songs? They're at hetps://ststephenlutherantally.com/songs-of-st-stephen.

For your peace of mind: St. Stephen has installed the REME HAILO Air Purification
System in its heating and air-conditioning systems to guard against virus spread in the
sanctuary, fellowship hall and office spaces. Details: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=wa3nomhaDqY&t=8s

CHURCH COUNCIL
President, Denise Bookwalter
Treasurer, Jennifer Dritt Buildings Coordinator, Sandy Lamb-Daniels
Worship & Music, Susan Hehn Grounds Coordinator, Rob Schiffer

Care & Hospitality, Lawana Lamb-Daniels Outreach, Sharon Simmons

Mutual Ministry, Sylvia Smith Education & Discipleship, Emily Stover

Communications, Colleen Holdcraft Youth, Graham Reece
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Our Guiding Principles
Jesus is Lord of our lives.
We welcome absolutely everyone.
We enjoy a celebratory relationship with God through worship.

We support and encourage community both in and beyond our
congregation.

We are called to use our God-given gifts of time, talent, and treasure to serve all of
God's people and seek justice for them.

Creativity and new ideas are a vital part of our life together as a
congregation.
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