
In July 2011 we ran a review of the 2011 Allegro Bus 40QBP. 
It was the first 40-foot coach in the Bus brand to get the bath-
and-a-half treatment, and it became a very popular floorplan 
over the next two years. The mid-ship entertainment center was 
mounted on the wall dividing the galley and the bedroom.

Two years later, a sister coach to the 40QBP was on the draw-
ing board. Suggestions from current owners led to a flip-flop of 
the floorplan, creating the Allegro Bus 40SP with the placement 
of the dining table and the standard built-in computer business 
center on the passenger side. You can also select the optional 
(MSRP $ 2,520) Ultraleather™ U-shaped dinette. Diners can 
now take advantage of the view across the patio. And that view 
is usually quite nice in resorts that feature handsome planters 
and outdoor seating arrangements. The residential refrigerator 

moved with the dinette and was relocated to the north end of 
the PS slide-out. On the north side of the fridge, the designers 
added two slide-out pantries, each with three shelves, all stan-
dard equipment.

The forward end of the slide now houses a standard 42-inch 
mid-level television situated on a triangular cherry cabinet with 
a solid surface countertop. The cabinet can be ordered with an 
optional electric fireplace (MSRP $700) that does a great job of 
knocking the chill off a cool spring morning. A European re-
cliner is standard with the new configuration which features a 
writing table that folds into the wall when not in use. 

In the north end of the DS slide-out, the architects relocated 
the newly designed galley with more functional storage capacity 
(see page 16) than any Class A motorhome on the market today. 
It should take its rightful place in the Guinness Book of World 
Records! You can give up the slide-out storage immediately un-
der the cooktop and opt for the deep drawer-style Fisher & Paykel 
dishwasher. It’s optional (MSRP $1,330), but it’s worth it. It is 
designed to wash everything from fine glasses to pots and pans.

THE ALLEGRO BUS 40 SP

Great Variations on a Successful Floorplan

Text by Fred Thompson



For the ultimate in comfortable seating, owners may choose 
between a Villa L-shaped chaise lounge with one leg lift or an 
optional 92-inch sofa with two leg lifts. Both will seat four and 
offer a full queen Air Comfort mattress with built-in pump. The 
Villa driver and passenger chairs easily rotate to become part of 
the living room seating. Counting the standard European re-
cliner, your living room has comfortable seating for seven.

The amazing thing about the living room and dining area is 
its overall spaciousness. But when you put a tape on it, it’s not 
surprising at all. The length of the living/dining area is over 21 
feet. With the slides deployed, the room is almost 13 feet wide. 
The spaciousness is complemented by Tiffin’s extraordinary 
glazed finishes and fabric selections. Two finishes are standard: 
Cherry Wood and Natural Cherry. Glazed Cherry Wood and 
Glazed Natural Cherry are optional (MSRP $2,800). 

For 2014, Tiffin’s interior designer, Margaret Mia, presented 
Tiffin’s clients with four décor choices: Ambrosia Fabric Suite; 
Aspen Fabric Suite with fabrics by Ralph Lauren®; Ritz Fabric 
Suite; and Rocky Point Fabric Suite. The coach we reviewed in 
this story has the optional Aspen Fabric Suite with fabrics by 
Ralph Lauren® (MSRP $1,680), sure to please the most discrimi-
nating tastes.

Three years also made a significant difference in the tech-
nology offered. The icemaker was in the lower pull-out freezer 
drawer. Today water and ice are dispensed at eye level through 
a door panel that also provides temp control for the freezer and 
fridge, humidity control, and fast cool, plus door and temp 

alarms. The 20 cu. ft. unit is standard. Also new for the 40SP’s 
galley, and located adjacent to the fridge, are two slide-outs for 
dry and canned food storage, each with three shelves (21.5" wide 
× 4" deep × 27" high). You may also want to opt for the freezer/
refrigerator located in the basement compartment adjacent to 
the entry door (MSRP $1,549). It can be used as an auxiliary 
freezer or you can operate it as a drink cooler when you are en-
tertaining outside.

The 40SP is an all-electric coach (standard) and that means 
a two-burner induction cooktop. This techology has eliminated 
the RVer’s dependence on propane, a welcome advance in the op-
eration of motorhomes. Induction cooking requires special cook-
ware which is provided with the cooktop as standard equipment.

In Tiffin’s 2014 coaches, owners are saying goodbye to cold 
floors. Heated floors are an option (MSRP $4,900), bringing a 
new level of luxury to those who travel throughout the year and 
embrace cold weather on a regular basis. You can now experience 
warmth from your feet up. With Aqua-Hot and heated floors, 
you will always have an even warmth throughout your coach. 

If you expect to spend time in hot climates, Tiffin recom-
mends the optional third 15,000 BTU air conditioner. All of 
the air conditioners on this coach have heat pumps. With three 
units, you should be able to warm the coach to your satisfaction 
when the outside temperature is above 40º F. The standard 10K 
generator will handle all three units simultaneously. Of course, 
the Aqua-Hot is your primary heating system.

Continued on page 16
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Be sure to make two columns and write down the base price at 
the top of each column. Then, in the Allegro Bus column, write 
down all of the features that are standard equipment. You may 
have to pry this information out of the salesman who shows you 
the competing coach. But don’t give up. It’s the only way you can 
make an “apples and apples” comparison.

Solid Cherry. In the Allegro Bus, Tiffin uses cherry for all of 
its fine cabinetry. It is standard. All of the cherry lumber is cut, 
milled, sanded, stained, finished, and glazed by talented crafts 
people. Cabinets and sliding doors, fascias, judge’s paneling, va-
lances, crown molding — all solid cherry! The crown molding 
is designed and milled in the Tiffin woodworking shop just for 
the Allegro Bus. You can choose from several standard finishes. 
Glazes are extra. The coach in this story has Glazed Honey Natu-
ral Cherry. 

Exterior Window Frames. The exterior window frames visu-
ally disappear into the full body paint system, causing the tinted 
glass to “float” in the frames. The manufacturing method does 
not expose the tracks in which the windows slide. With a light 
flick of the wrist, one glass panel slides over the other as you open 
the window — a feature usually found on million-dollar coaches.

Recessed LED Lighting. Throughout the coach, Tiffin has in-
corporated recessed LED barrel lights. While you can control all 
of the lights with one master switch, sets of lights can be selected 
to brighten specific areas of activity. For example, the galley has 
recessed lights under the wall-mounted cabinets to brightly illu-
minate the solid surface countertops. Lights for the dinette? Re-
cessed lights over the chaise lounge for reading plus directional 
lights mounted under the overhead cabinets? You got it.

Dinette with Computer Business Center. Tiffin’s cabinet de-
signers pioneered this much-copied design eight years ago. An 
18" × 73" credenza with a solid surface countertop houses a cabi-
net designed for your laptop on one side of the dinette table. A 
slide-out tray can conceal your laptop or a keyboard. Many own-
ers place their laptop on top of the credenza. Under the tray is an-
other slide-out for a printer. On the opposite side of the dinette 
table, two drawers will store all of your office paraphernalia. A 
filing cabinet with rails for hanging folders is positioned under 
the drawers. A large cabinet is directly under the dinette table. 
The firmly mounted slide-out dining table measures 40" × 25½" 
when extended.

Exterior Paint. Is eight coats of paint excessive? Only to a man-
ufacturer that uses two coats. Tiffin’s state-of-the-art paint plant 
in Belmont, Mississippi, has set the benchmark in the Class A 
motorhome industry for outstanding full-body paint. Beautiful 
finishes require multiple sanding passes. Base coats, up to four 
colors, and multiple clearcoats are applied in 70-foot downdraft 
paint booths with filtered air systems to create outstanding au-
tomotive finishes. The front cap is protected by Diamond Shield 
and comes with its own warranty on the Allegro Bus. 

Power Control System w/Central Monitor Panel. Most resorts 
and campgrounds offer a maximum of 50-amps electrical service. 
With all of the electrical equipment in an Allegro Bus, you can eas-
ily exceed 50 amps of simultaneous demand. The PCS allows you to 
set up two 50-amp plans and then prioritize specific items to drop 
off when you exceed the amperage available.

SeeLeveL II Tank Monitor (BATT, FRESH, GREY, BLACK, LPG). 
This display shows how full the wet tanks are in percentages, plus a 
reading on the house batteries. There are two display panels, one in 
the cockpit area and one in the utility bay.

Magnum Energy Inverter. This system is very important to the 
operation of the residential refrigerator if you are dry camping. It 
monitors the reserves in the six house batteries and auto-starts the 
generator when it is too low to keep the fridge operating on con-
verted 110v house current. It also serves two of the televisions and 
several 110v outlets. It is very programmable to the owner’s lifestyle.

Aqua-Hot (electric or diesel) with engine preheat. Aqua-Hot 
provides continuous hot water on demand in the galley and bath-
room — electric if you are connected to shore power and diesel if 
not. Aqua-Hot heats a special coolant that is circulated to several 
heat exchangers to evenly warm the coach. During very cold weath-
er, running the “engine pre-heat” option circulates the engine’s  
anti-freeze through the Aqua-Hot to warm up the engine for a 
quick start. And vice versa, if you are in transit, the system passes 
the engine’s anti-freeze through the heat exchangers to warm the 
entire coach. How’s that for efficiency!

Winegard Roadtrip Mission / InMotion Satellite. Standard equip-
ment on the 40SP, this automatic in-motion and stationary roof-
mounted satellite receiver makes it possible for passengers to watch 
live HD television while traveling. Of course, you have to purchase 
a subscription. The unit is factory set for DirecTV programming. It 
has a small footprint on the roof of only 20 inches in diameter and 
a low profile height of 12.9 inches.	

Thermal Wrap. This is another feature you cannot see. Added 
this year for the first time, Tiffin is using Thermofoil™ in the con-
struction of the walls of all of its brands. Thermal engineers esti-
mate Thermofoil will reduce summer temperatures in a coach by 
10 degrees. Of course, this helps reduce the load on the air condi-
tioners. Conversely, the Thermofoil will help contain the warmth 
inside the coach during cold weather.

Central Vacuum System. Connecting at the vacuum outlet near 
the center of the coach, one vacuum hose will reach all points from 
the rear closet to the entrance door. All of the usual attachments 
come with the system. One special feature for quick cleanup is a 
“vacuum dustpan” conveniently mounted in the baseboard wall 
just opposite the cooktop. Keep a small broom handy, flip open the 
VacPan, and away goes the small debris. 

Outdoor Entertainment. A 20-foot Paramount awning (PS) by 
Carefree of Colorado is encased in a raised housing that connects 
the front and rear caps on both sides of the coach. The design adds 

If You Plan to Compare a 2014 Allegro Bus to the Competition. . . .
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a new dimension of elegance to the 2014 Allegro Bus. Viewed from 
ground level, the housing completely hides all of the roof-mounted 
equipment. Adding to the enjoyment of the covered patio, a 42-
inch Panasonic LED television in the sidewall brings full television 
programming outside. 

Indoor Entertainment. With three inside Panasonic LED televi-
sions, there is no shortage of TV viewing locations. The 42-inch TV 
in the entertainment center fits into a recessed area in the south 
corner of the PS slide-out. A second 42-inch unit is located over the 
dash. A third 42-inch unit is mounted in the bedroom’s DS slide-
out. The bedroom and entertainment center TVs are served by the 
in-motion satellite receiver.

The electronics for the entertainment center are located in the 
louvered cabinet under the bedroom television. Powered by a Pan-
asonic 1000-watt system with “Wi-Fi Built-in,” it provides a wide 
variety of web content, including Bloomberg TV, Netflix, Twitter, 
Cinema Now, Pandora Internet Radio, Vudu, Fox Sports, Picasa 
Web Albums, and YouTube videos. Your Wi-Fi connection can be 
supplied by Verizon’s 4G network MiFi Jet Pack air card. Verizon ex-
pects to have approximately 98 percent coverage in the U.S. in 2014.

With its Blu-ray™/DVD Home Theater System feature, the 
Panasonic unit can support 3D/full HD content and playback. 
In addition to the standard Winegard Roadtrip Mission / InMo-
tion Satellite, TMH has also included as standard equipment the 
receiver which is pre-programmed for DirecTV, but does require a 
subscription. As an option ($245 MSRP), this coach was prewired 
for the Winegard Trav’ler Satellite to bring in HD programming 
from satellites that are located just above the horizon.

With the Integrated Universal Dock for iPod and iPhone, you 
can launch your personal digital music collection as well as videos 
and photos stored on those devices.

In-Dash Systems. The in-dash radio and CD player are top-of-
the-line units easily operated from a touch screen to set up your 
personal listening preferences. The radio is also prepped for XM 
reception that offers uninterrupted programming in categories you 
select (subscription required after six months). This year in-dash 
navigation with software designed for RV travel is standard. Its 
functions are very easy to use.

Porcelain Tile Throughout the Coach is offered again this year as 
standard equipment. After you select your interior décor (Ambrosia, 
Ritz, Rocky Point, or Aspen by Ralph Lauren), you can choose be-
tween a herringbone design with a light gray patterned background 
or a staggered brickwork design with a soft beige background. The 
advantage, of course, is that you have the same floor throughout 
the coach, including the bedroom and bath. Many owners add ac-
cent rugs that blend with their chosen décor.

In the galley you will notice three features that are standard 
equipment and included in the base price:

All Electric. In the 2014 Allegro Bus, “all electric” is standard. 
This means the galley features an induction cooktop. Induction cook-
ing uses induction heating to directly heat a cooking vessel, as con-
trasted with heat transfer from electrical coils or burning gas in a 
traditional stove. Induction cooktops require the use of a cooking 
vessel made of ferromagnetic metal. A complete set of induction 

cookware is provided with the coach. Induction cooktops are 
faster and more energy-efficient than traditional electric cook-
ing surfaces. Induction allows instant control of cooking energy 
similar to gas burners. “All electric” also means there is no need 
for a propane tank. 

The Microwave–Convection Oven has been a standard fea-
ture for so long in the Allegro Bus brand that I sometimes (and I 
am sure our owners do, too) forget that it is included in Tiffin’s 
base price. TMH uses a residential size unit for the galley which 
makes it easy to enjoy baking desserts, casseroles, roasts, cakes, 
and whatever may be on your menu.

The Residential Refrigerator. Also included in the base price 
for several years, Tiffin upgraded this year to a 20-cubic-foot 
double-door refrigerator with a slide-out freezer in the lower 
third of the unit. It dispenses water and ice through the door and 
provides a display for monitoring and adjusting temperature in 
both the freezer and the fridge.

Electronic Controls for Lighting, Shades, and Security. Five 
lighting control panels are placed in strategic locations through-
out the coach. Each functional switch is backlit, labeled, and 
touch activated—blue when OFF and white when ON. Keep in 
mind that all of these convenient controls are standard.

The largest panel at the coach’s entrance controls ten func-
tions: lights for entry, steps, porch, door, assist handle, and cargo 
bays; the night shade for the door; compartment locks for the 
storage bays; and a light master to turn ON or OFF all of the 
lights in the coach as you enter and leave. The other panels con-
trol lighting specific to the areas where they are mounted. 

The solar and privacy shades in the cockpit and living area are 
motorized and controlled by touch switches, which are especially 
useful in the cockpit. The one-piece shades for the entire wind-
shield are one of the best features ever invented for safe driving. 
The shades for windows in the living-dining area are controlled 
from a touch panel mounted on the side of the galley cabinet 
nearest the front window. The shades can be controlled individu-
ally or collectively.

A small fob for your pocket or purse automatically activates 
the secondary sliding lock on the entry door and all of the locks 
on the exterior storage compartments. The primary deadbolt 
lock for the entry door is activated by keyless entry buttons 
mounted in the assist handle. The camera monitor in the dash, 
primarily designed for driving, can also be used to check the out-
side perimeters of the coach (sight and sound).

Hadley Air Horns. When talking about the features of a lux-
ury Class A motorhome, one might assume that the booming 
Hadley horns and a roof-mounted spotlight would be optional 
equipment. Well, this year Tiffin made them standard. You get 
them without asking.

Hidden Safe. Rounding out what is standard on the 40SP, you 
may be surprised to learn that a safe is installed in the rear wall of 
the coach. Since it will usually be hidden by your clothes hanging 
in the closet, a thief will probably not see it. But if he does, he will 
have a tough time getting it open since access requires both a key 
and a combination.
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T H E  T I F F I N  S T O R E - I T- A L LT M A S S U R A N C E

Rest assured, a Tiffin coach will surpass a competitor’s 
model of equivalent size in the quantity and quality of storage.

The storage design of the Tiffin galley 
epitomizes the “Store It All” trademarked 
assurance that Tiffin coaches will surpass 
the storage capacity of competing brands.

In the above picture, the compartments under the 
cooktop include a slide-out for the trash container and 
two slides that are perfect for storing non-refrigerat-
ed vegetables, kitchen utensils, or other bulky items. 
These compartments will be the location of the Fisher 
& Paykel drawer-style dishwasher if you select that op-
tion. The large bottom drawer was designed for cook-
ware storage. The storage compartment under the 
double sink has a top drawer that slides back to give 
access to an equal amount of space under it. The front 
section has a compartment for the trash ccontainer if 
you choose the dishwasher. The galley top has 17 sq. 
ft. of work surface when the sink covers are in place. 
Three drawers along the back of the counter top of-
fer convenient storage for spices and small frequently-
used kitchen items. Three overhead cabinets offer Tif-
fin’s signature slide-out shelves.
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We should have taken these pictures with at least four people 
in the room socializing and waiting for the cook to put din-
ner on the table. With the open design and 21' × 12'9" of floor 
space, you will never feel crowded when you have guests. With 
the Euro recliner and the driver and passenger chairs in the 
mix, seven can visit comfortably as refreshments are served on 
the cherry coffee table. The Euro recliner is a sleeper, and that 
means you may have a difficult time staying awake if you are 
feeling the warmth from the fireplace and catching its flicker in 
the corner of your eye. If you are in a summer clime, the auto-
matically controlled solar shades will screen the midday glare 
and heat while you enjoy the pleasing coolness enhanced by Tif-
fin’s Thermofoil™ wrap used in the construction of the walls 
and floor. The recessed LED lights use less power and produce 
less heat while providing an even lighting throughout the coach. 
The amount of storage in the upper compartments of each 
slide-out is unmatched by competitors — over 31 cu. ft. shown 

in the above picture. If you have overnight guests, the queen Air 
Comfort hide-a-bed in either the L-shaped chaise lounge or the 
92-inch sofa offers comfortable accommodations. Comfort and 
functional design are at the forefront of every decision made by 
Tiffin’s architects and interior designer.
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It’s all here in the master bedroom! An optional king size Air 
Comfort mattress (MSRP $1,129) with perfect lighting for read-
ing in bed. A 42-inch Panasonic television for taking in the latest 
movie or late night entertainment using your standard DirecTV 
receiver (subscription required), an overhead fan controlled with 
a bedside switch, and the master controls for the rest of the sys-
tems in your coach. Did I mention storage? Lest we forget, 13+ 
cu. ft. in the cabinets above your pillows and another 3 cu. ft. 
above the window. Five huge drawers plus a clothes hamper are 
in the two chests built into the east slide-out. In the taller chest 
you will find the nerve center for the entertainment system, all 

at eye level with easy access. Another 10 cu. ft. of storage is hid-
den under the bed which pops up easily on air struts. Two small 
windows on opposite sides of the bed slide-out bring in light 
mountain breezes or the sounds of that gurgling creek just a few 
feet away. In the opposite slide-out, a larger window facilitates 
cross ventilation and provides the required emergency exit. All 
of the windows have solar and privacy shades that move up and 
down with the flick of your wrist. You will enjoy additional pri-
vacy with the 1½-inch thick solid cherry pocket doors that slide 
easily with a gentle push. Each door has translucent panels that 
bring in a soft light for restful sleep. Have we missed anything?	

MASTER BATH VANITY AND CABINETS WASHER/DRYER IN MASTER BATH SOLID SURFACE SHOWER WITH GLASS SURROUND HALF BATH
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