
 
 
 
 

MID-YEAR CABINET 
MEETING 

 
Date:  Saturday, November 2, 

2019 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Place: ‘Ilima Hotel 

 

 
 

METRO MEETING 

 

Second Meeting 
Date:  October 19, 2019 
Time:  10:00 a.m. 
Host Club: Windward Y Service 

Club 
 

Third Meeting 
Date:  January 2020 (TBA) 
Time:  TBA 
Host Club: Central Y Service 

Club 
 

Metro District Conference 
Date:  Sunday, April 19, 2020 
Host Club: Kaimuki Y Service 

Club 
 

 
 

CLUB FOCUS 
 

November 
Brotherhood Fund 
RSD Cheryl Dacus (Nuuanu) 
 
December 
Christian Emphasis 
RSD Lance Niimi (Hilo) 
 
January  
YMCA Service 
RSD Tony Yee (Kaimuki) 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Regional Director’s Message  
By RD Phil Sammer, 2018-2020  
 

Aloha mai kakou!  
 

In August I traveled to the joint Canada-
Caribbean/US Area convention held in beautiful 
Ottawa, the capital of Canada. The full US Area 
Council also met just before the convention and 
discussed, in particular, declining membership and 
how to reinvigorate YMI in the United States and 

Canada. The convention itself was extremely well organized and rich 
with interesting and important discussions relating to membership 
development, extension, youth representation and YMCA relations. 
US Area President Bobby Stivers-Apiki challenged all attendees to 
implement as many of the recommendations as possible in the first 
72 hours following the convention. After the official sessions 
concluded we were treated to dance performances by the Jamaican 
delegation as well as First Nations tribes whose descendants still 
retain ownership of the lands under the city of Ottawa.  
 
Congratulations to convention chairs Joan Wilson and Dave Hall and 
all our Canadian YMI hosts for a stimulating and entertaining 
convention that attendees will long remember! 
 

Here in Hawai’i we are currently making plans for the next Regional 
Convention that will take place in Las Vegas from April 24 to 26, 
2020. Vacations Hawai’i has offered an extremely affordable 
package price of $699 for five days for the first fifteen buyers then 
$799 for subsequent attendees. We are hoping for a large turnout to 
this popular destination.  
 

The mid-year Cabinet meeting is fast approaching on Saturday 
November 2, 2019 at 10AM at ‘Ilima Hotel. As in past years we are 
trying to reduce the amount of paperwork so participants are asked 
to present oral reports except for the RD and RDE who will make 
written reports. 
 

Finally, as always, we must continue our efforts to expand Y’sdom in 
Hawai’i. My goal for the year is a modest two member increase per 
club which will benefit both the clubs and the region as we increase 
our ability to perform more and better service projects at our Ys and 
in our communities! 
 

Aloha, 
 

Phil Sammer, RD 

Ku’i Ka Pahu 
Beat the Drum 
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Metro District  
Submitted by DG Melanie Kaaihue-Yoshida 

 

The next Metro District Meeting will be held at 10 a.m. on Saturday, October 19 at the Windward YMCA 
Meeting Room. Submit a written report via Google Drive by clicking here and an oral report will be 
presented at the meeting by each club.  If your club is not attending, the written report will be used.  
Please RSVP to Melanie to ensure enough food is provided.  

 
Kaimuki Y Service Club will be providing a Make a Difference Day volunteer project at Kaimuki YMCA on 
October 26 from 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.  Volunteers will be lei making for Youth and Government and help paint 
tent poles.  If you will be attending, please let your club President and/or Vice President know or email me 
and Sharon Ishida.  
 
With the holidays approaching, please take photos of your club’s activities and email it to me.  I would like 
to add photos of different club events to the January edition of the Hawaii Region Bulletin.  Hawaii Region 
also has a Facebook page and if you have a Facebook account, please join the Y Service Club Hawaii 
page.  The Facebook page is liked by US Area and International members.  It would be great to share 
some of the wonderful activities that the Y Service Clubs of Hawaii does for the YMCA and community.  
 
 

 
 

 
Submitted by Maurice Shimonishi 

Y’s Men Yutaka & Kayoko Maeda from the Kumamoto Janes Club proudly wear 
their Hawaii Region Convention shirts that they attended in Hilo. 

 

https://forms.gle/4yJsWpvdd13nzp1L9
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CLUB HAPPENINGS 
 

Hilo Y's Men & Women’s Club 
Submitted by Ken Okimoto 
 

Hilo Club had a special dinner at the end of August at the Hilo Rice Noodle Restaurant for two wonderful 
purposes; first was to bring together current club members and the spouses of former longtime members 
to celebrate the memory of our recently departed member Jimmy Fujimoto, and second to welcome a visit 
from Georg Zandstra of our brother club in Sweden.  Georg had met Jimmy once in a prior event.  It was a 
night of reminiscing, retelling old jokes, and comparing club activities with the past and with far-off 
Sweden.  Looks like another event like this may be happening in the not too distant future!  We have also 
worked on getting Jimmy into the Golden Book.  We are glad and relieved to correct this long-overlooked 
matter. 
 

Members are now looking forward to the upcoming annual Open House at the Island of Hawaii YMCA in 
Hilo.  This is the occasion when the Y recognizes and thanks the many individuals and organizations that 
have supported it in the past year. 
 

This season of thanksgiving also coincides with the very sad passing of Mr. Barry Taniguchi, a very 
generous supporter of the YMCA.  In years past when our YMCA was struggling to overcome its tight 
financial situation, Mr. Taniguchi did many quiet donations to keep the place operating.  This is just a very 
small example of the many, many causes he has helped over the decades island wide. 
 

This fall season is also the holiday season, and that means it is time for our club's annual Christmas Tree 
Sale.  Besides being our club's signature event, it is a Hilo tradition that generations of residents have 
looked forward to.  Pre-order forms have already gone out.  If anyone, from any club, is in Hilo around 
Thanksgiving time and would like to volunteer for some joyful fun, just let us know. 

 

 
 

Kaimuki Y Service Club 
Submitted by Sharon Ishida 

 

Warmest greetings from the Kaimuki Club!  
 

Our Y Service Club is sharing in the excitement of seeing a brand new club join our Hawaii Region roster 
soon – the Atherton YSC, as it chooses to be called, is getting final signatures from its 8 members on 
October 11th at an informal dinner. Orientation material will be distributed and conversations will be 
flowing with inevitable questions. Credit goes to Atherton Branch Exec CASSIDY INAMASU who 
recognized the great advantages of having Y’s Men and Women as part of his volunteer team and has 
been aggressively pursuing its charter. 
 

This holiday season will mean some traditional club projects, such as caroling at Maunalani Nursing and 
Rehab Center with the Kaimuki Branch Teens followed by a shared luncheon back at the branch; and 
bringing joy to 5 families with gift cards and Christmas gifts in collaboration with St. John’s Church headed 
by PHYLLIS SETO for the past number of years. New on our holiday schedule will be Make A Difference 
project on October 26th at the Kaimuki Branch, painting the tent poles a bright neon color to increase 
visibility and safety; continuation of yarn lei making for PacLeaders and YAG participants; and assisting 
with Hanahauoli School Fair on November 2nd – a labor of love to help club member TONY YEE who is 
the CFO at the school where his children (and our own Y’slings!) MAILE and TAYLOR attend.  
 

The Atami Y’s Men’s Club has expressed a Brother Club relationship with Kaimuki through RAYMOND 
SETO at the Convention in Sendai, Japan. We are in the process of formalizing an agreement.  

  

On behalf of our Kaimuki members, we wish all our fellow Y’s Men and Y’s 

Women a Happy Halloween and Happy Thanksgiving!   

http://mpnforum.com/september-song-2/
http://mpnforum.com/september-song-2/
http://mpnforum.com/september-song-2/
http://mpnforum.com/september-song-2/
http://mpnforum.com/september-song-2/
http://mpnforum.com/september-song-2/
http://mpnforum.com/september-song-2/
http://mpnforum.com/september-song-2/
http://mpnforum.com/september-song-2/
http://mpnforum.com/september-song-2/
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Kalihi Y Service Club 
Submitted by Melanie Kaaihue-Yoshida 

 

Kalihi Club members volunteered at the Children and Youth Day train ride at 
the State Capital on October 6. They worked together with the Moanalua High 
School Leo Club members and staff of Okahara and Associates to assist with 
the unloading and loading of passengers. Even before the event occurred, club 
members volunteered their time weeks in advance to make thousands of gift 
bags at The Cathedral of St. Andrew Davies Hall.  Gift bags were given to 
attendees of the event.  
 

The annual Christmas Caroling will be held on Sunday, December 1.  Following the caroling, club 
members will have their holiday luncheon at Wah Kung Restaurant.  

 

 
 

West Oahu Y's Men's Club 
Submitted by Duke Chung 
 

Saturday, October 26th - Trunk & Treat – Halloween event for young children. Cars or SUV’s are 
decorated with current themes and snacks are given out to children attending. A side benefit to our Club 
will be that vendors selling shave ice and snacks will share their profits with our Club. A good fundraiser 
without much effort for us. 
 

November & December – Members will make donations to provide some respite to needy families at 
Thanksgiving and Christmas. YMCA staff will use funds to purchase what is needed. 
Traditionally no meeting in December and January. 
 

January 2020 although no meeting scheduled, we will have a get-together to prepare snack bags for our 
YAG youth. 
 

January 25th will be our annual After-Holiday get-together. Lots of food, games, prizes, etc. (local pot-luck 
always too much food). 
 

 
 

Windward Y Service Club 
Submitted by JoeAnn McCarthy 
 

Our club will be hosting a Christmas luncheon for the Kailua Houseless Service Care Event on December 
17. We plan to feed a minimum of 40 guests or more.  This project is in its second year and is sponsored 
by the Windward YMCA, Daybreak Church and Institute of Human Services. Our club is in charge of the 
toiletry and snack bags that are shared the last Tuesday of each month.  We are also preparing for our 
annual plant sale scheduled for January 25, 2020. 
 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
 
On September 17 the City Council of Greater Toledo voted to dedicate a 
public park located in the middle of the City of Toledo in the name of Y’s 
Men International Founder Judge Paul William Alexander. Judge Alexander, 
along with others, founded the first Y’s Men’s Club in Toledo in 1922 and 
since has developed into one of the largest international service clubs.  



Page 5 

 

US AREA NEWS 

 
 

.  
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Y Service Clubs International  

U.S. Area 
Hawaii Region 

 
Leadership Team 2018-2020 

 

Regional Director: Phil Sammer 
Regional Secretary/Treasurer: 
Duke Chung 
Metro District Governor: Melanie 
Kaaihue-Yoshida 
Metro District Lt. Governor: 
Karla Redding 
OVG District Governor: Ken 
Okimoto 
 

Hawaii Region Clubs 
 

Metropolitan District 
Central Y Service Club 
Kaimuki Y Service Club 
Kalihi Y Service Club 
Nuuanu Y’s Men and Women 
Service Club 
West Oahu Y’s Men’s Club 
Windward Y Service Club 
Orchid-Valley-Garden District 
East Kauai Y’s Men’s Club 
Hilo Y’s Men & Women’s Club 
Maui Y Service Club 
 

Important Links 
 

Hawaii Region Website: 
http://ysmenhawaii.org 
Facebook Group Page: 
http://facebook.com/groups/ysm
enhawaii 

U.S Area Y Service Website: 
http://yserviceclubsusa.org 

Y’s Men International 

Website:  http://www.ysmen.org 
 

Our International Motto: 
To acknowledge the duty that 

accompanies every right. 
 

Next issue will be in January 
2020 and deadline for articles is 
January 8. Deadline for the April 
2020 newsletters to be 
announced. Send club and 
district stories and pictures to 
Melanie Kaaihue-Yoshida at 
miekogecko@gmail. com. 

HAWAII REGION QUARTERLY CALENDAR 
 

November 
2 – Mid-Year Cabinet Meeting at Ilima Hotel, 10 a.m. 
28 -  
 
 
30 - Brotherhood Fund Payment due to Duke Chung 
 

December 
25 –  
 
 
 

January 
TBA Metro District Meeting (Hosted by Central) 
1 -  
 
 

8 – Club and District Articles for Regional Bulletin due to 
Melanie Kaaihue-Yoshida (miekogecko@gmail.  com) 

10 – Club Roster/Membership Count due to Jennie 
(jscott@ymcahonolulu.org) and Phil Sammer 
(philsammer@gmail.com) 

25 -  
 
 
 
 

NOTE: CALENDAR IS FOR GENERAL REFERENCE. DATES 
AND TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

August 2014 ● Volume 24, Issue 5  

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

84th Hawaii Region Convention 

Main Street Hotel and Casino  

April 23 - 25, 2020 
 

Join in on the fellowship, food, fun, & Y’sdom!  

 

MORE DETAILS TO COME 

 

http://ysmenhawaii.org/
http://facebook.com/groups/ysmenhawaii
http://facebook.com/groups/ysmenhawaii
http://yserviceclubsusa.org/
http://www.ysmen.org/
mailto:philsammer@gmail.com

