
Hello, and thank you for inviting us to share this time with you again.


We would like to begin with of course thanking you so  much for your 
support of our Beccky fund.

It is incredibly important to us that we maintain a special legacy of Beccky. 


Whilst we have shared stories with you before about our Reno Rumble 
experience, and have introduced Beccky’s trust fund to you, tonite we would 
just like to explain a little bit more about Beccky herself, which will then 
explain why this is so important. 


Beccky was born with a kidney disorder called Recessive Polycystic 
Kidneys. This meant that from her first breath, she was a fighter. She grew up 
surrounded by medical procedures and interventions. She had her first 
kidney transplant from Paul in 2004, and then her second transplant from me 
in 2010. And whilst she lived with all of this, there were many people who 
never knew that she ever had anything going on, which was just the way 
she, and we wanted it. 

All they saw when they saw Beccky was this bright, bubbly person who had 
such a positive outlook towards life. 

Whilst we knew it at the time, in retrospect it becomes even more apparent, 
that Beccky lived a life beyond her years. She had a deep appreciation of life 
and was always looking to make the absolute best of everything.


She had completed her schooling in Bendigo and was working at Target, 
when she decided to write a letter to the CEO of Kidney Health Australia. 
She pretty much just presented her idea of her dream job to them, and they 
wholeheartedly agreed. She went down to Melb to meet with the then CEO, 
Anne Wilson. They discussed all the things that Beccky would be able to 
bring to their workplace, and to her amazement, and ours, she started 
working there the next week!


She stayed with a family friend for a couple of weeks until she found a little 
flat to live in in the inner suburbs of Melbourne, and then suddenly a whole 
new Beccky just blossomed in front of us. 

She loved her job and her life. She developed a whole new sense of 
confidence and was just determined to live life to the fullest. 

Just before she started her job in Melb she had booked a Contiki trip to 
America, and Kidney Health Australia kindly allowed her to take the time off 
not long after she had started, and off she went on her trip of a lifetime.

 As her mother, l was a nervous wreck! After being so connected to her 
medical care for such a long time, l found it really challenging to see her 
becoming so independent. 




After her trip, life just kept getting better for her. She had friends everywhere, 
she was loving the Melbourne lifestyle, and medically everything was going 
really well. 


After just over 12 months of living her dreams, things changed so incredibly 
quickly.

Whilst our second transplant had been very successful, she was in the very 
small percentage of patients that had a negative side effect develop from 
taking the required anti rejection medications every day. 

She had in fact developed lymphoma.

Right to the very end though, Beccky was amazing.


We were contacted by Kidney Health Australia two days after we lost 
Beccky. They wanted our permission to establish a fund in her name, as they 
too had been so impacted by her life. 

They wanted the fund to be able to fund research into the important aspect 
of developing anti rejection medications without cancer developing side 
effects . It seemed perfect as we never wanted anyone to have to experience 
what we had experienced. 


In the three years since we lost Beccky, Kidney Health Australia has in fact 
changed CEO’s three times, which has made things just a little bit 
challenging in terms of getting this all consistently established.

We had the opportunity to meet this amazing researcher last year and we 
discussed our ideas/needs with her. We were amazed  by her knowledge and 
the things that those clever people in white coats are able to do now, but 
what we also discovered was, the research into cancer is really just an open 
ended bottomless void. Big corporations will always contribute big money 
for research, and they will keep working away at it all, but there is just so 
much to do. She did however raise some very interesting other questions for 
us to consider, being, what was the most achievable thing to do, as well as 
still being something that would make huge significant impact.


Shortly after that we meet again with the CEO at the time and Beccky’s 
Nephrologist. He had known Becky both medically and as a person for quite 
some time. 

So we put the questions to them, “What was the best representation of 
Beccky as her legacy?” 

Her doctor quite clearly explained that whilst he will always value medical 
research, what he saw in Beccky was something really special.

 He spoke about how he had witnessed such a transformation in her as she 
moved to Melbourne and become independent Beccky. 

So the idea of funding traineeships to allow other young people who live with 
a chronic illness to live out their dreams seemed to be the perfect fit. 




Beccky would be so excited to know that she was able to help other people 
live such a fantastic life. 


We have only recently meet the newest CEO at a casual function in Melb. He 
is planning to come to Bendigo soon to discuss everything. 


So l hope you now have a little bit more of an idea as to why this is so 
important to us. 

We cannot change what happened to Beccky, but we are very proud to be 
able to say that we are now able to help other young adults achieve 
everything in life that they dream about.


We once again, thank you from the bottom of our heart for your thoughtful 
support. 



