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The Kyoto West Club joined the Kyoto District Week4waste campaign on
Sunday, April 18. Complete story about W4W turn to page 12

AP David Lua (2nd from the right) together with International
Y's Men's Clubs of Singapore, Alpha and Beta Chapters joined
Week 4 Waste. Turn to page 13



Y’s Men International’s Environmental Policy urges us to:
-Act in a sustainable way;
-Minimize its environmental impact;
-Protect, sustain and restore our natural environment.

Landfills, plastic pollution and chemical foams are known to contribute towards global warming.  The
Week4Waste last month has given us the opportunity to play a small part in demonstrating our
commitment to the environment by collecting garbage and plastics that were strewn irresponsibly by
non-civic conscious individuals in public places. Reports and pictures from clubs in the Asia Pacific Area
show that our members are taking to heart the YMI motto: “The duty that accompanies every right”. Their
actions are more fully covered in this issue of the Area Bulletin. I commend the clubs for initiating this
activity in their communities and thank all members for their selfless acts of volunteerism despite the
dangers posed by the deadly COVID-19 global pandemic.  The special Week4Waste Project did not only
bring members to serve together in improving the environment; it has also fostered the spirit of
camaraderie among them. This conscious activity of the clubs in caring for the environment, however
small we play our part, is definitely making a difference in addressing one of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals.

2021 is the year when the 29th Asia Pacific Area Convention is to be held in Taiwan. Area Conventions
have always provided an opportunity for members to come together to celebrate our oneness in serving
the community under the YMI platform. It is an occasion for renewing friendships and be inspired in our
continuing journey to make the world a better place as we support our valued partner, the YMCAs. It is
lamentable that this year’s Area Convention will be held in hybrid mode using a virtual meeting platform
for members and guests outside of Taiwan amidst the ongoing pandemic. Participation will be free for
delegates using the virtual meeting platform, but registration will still be required.  I hope we will see
more participation this year from all Regions with the use of the virtual meeting medium.

I invite you to read the rich history of Sri Lanka Region featured in this issue of the Area Bulletin and be
connected with fellow members in this territory. Once again, our special thanks to the Area Bulletin
Team led by ASD Colin Lambie for doing an excellent job in publishing the seventh issue of this service
year. 

Please enjoy reading, stay healthy and keep safe,

Warmest Regards,

David Lua
Area President (2020-21)

Dear Club Members and Friends, 

We join Y’s Men International with the mission to make the world a better
place for humankind. In this regard, our clubs’ community service often
focuses on the needs of the community on poverty, on the marginalized,
the vulnerable groups including the elderly, and in disaster relief. In
addition, YMI has stressed its environmental policy as part of its social
concerns towards achieving the UN Sustainable Development Goals. The
Policy which can be found on the website ysmen.org reads: “Y’s Men
International is committed to being an environmentally responsible
organization. It accepts the responsibility to reduce its
environmental ‘footprint’.” 
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source: https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/clinician/none/sri-lanka

R. O. Buell who introduced
Y’sdom to Sri Lanka

Sir Oliver Goonetilleke

Kenneth Somanadar

Sylvia Perera

Mr. R.O. Buell was the first
Sri Lankan national to have
become the General
Secretary of Colombo YMCA,
which saw a long line of
Europeans in that position
since the YMCA was
established in 1882. He
served for 25 long years and
became its longest-serving
General Secretary as on
date.

Sri Lanka, once known as Ceylon, was one of the
first countries to become part of Y’s Men
International in 1929 – barely seven years after the
Association of Y’s Men’s Clubs was formally
constituted and registered in Toledo, Ohio, USA,
with its founder Judge Paul William Alexander as its
President.

H I S T O R Y  O F  S R I  L A N K A  R E G I O N
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Compiled by PAP Rita Hettiarachchi

Although the first
club, based in
Colombo, began
functioning in 1929
it was chartered
only on December
3, 1930 with the
then Governor-
General of Ceylon,
Sir Oliver
Goonetilleka,
being sworn in as
its charter
president.

The Association’s traditional links with the YMCA
enabled Mr. R.O. Buell, the then General
Secretary of the Colombo YMCA, who attended an
International Convention in Minneapolis, USA, to
gather some YMCA members and start functioning
as a club within the YMCA fold on his return. 

In India, the Movement
spread rather rapidly, and, as
a result, the India/Sri Lanka
Region came into being in
1946.

In 1970-71 Y’s Man Kenneth
Somanadar from Colombo
became the Regional
Director of the India/Ceylon
Region. 

It may be also
mentioned that in 1973,
Colombo became the
first Club in Asia to
admit women as full
members. Ms. Sylvia
Perera was the first
such person to be
inducted. To date, Sylvia
takes an active part in
serving the Movement
through the Colombo
club.

The last occasion when the flag of the Y’s Men’s
Club of Colombo was displayed in India was at
the Regional Convention was in 1974, carried by
Ercon Godlieb and his spouse Jean Godlieb.



Sri Lanka Becomes a Separate Region
When the nation became a republic in 1972, Ceylon
was rechristened Sri Lanka and the momentum to
charter new clubs picked up along with a sense of
new pride and joy. By then clubs had been charted
in Kandy (28 July 1962), Moratuwa (30 March 1964),
Amparai (November 1964), and Jaffna (30 October
1971). These, along with Colombo and Badulla
(1974) clubs, created sufficient numbers to think of
an independent Region. Soon representations were
made to the International Headquarters in Geneva
for Sri Lanka to become a separate Region.
Accordingly, at the International Convention in
Atami, Japan in 1975, Sri Lanka became an
independent Region with Kenneth Somanader of
the Colombo club as the first Regional Director of
Sri Lanka Region. During his term as RD, Kenneth
chartered two more clubs, Chavakachcheri (22
November 1975) and Hatton (March 1976). The first
Regional Convention of the Sri Lanka Region was
held at the National Seminary, Ampitiya in Kandy
Sri Lanka between 10 and 12 September 1976 with a
large gathering of 
over 200 delegates.

Stanley Arnold 

Wimsy Sinnathamby

Gladstone Thevathasan
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Stanley Arnold succeeded
Kenneth as RD and during his
term, he chartered two Clubs –
Welimada (12th February 1977)
and Kurunegala (28th May
1977). The Second Regional
Convention was held in
Colombo in October 1977 and
Stanley Arnold was elected
Regional Director for a second
time and continued as RD up
to June 1978.  

Wimsy Sinnathamby took
over the mantle of office
from Stanley and served as
RD for two years from 1978 to
1980. He, together with IPRD
Stanley and Ms. Sylvia
Perera represented Sri Lanka
Region for the first time at
the 53rd International
Convention in Melbourne,
Australia in July 1978. 

During Wimsy’s term of office, two clubs were
chartered – Wellawatte (10th November 1978) and
Batticaloa (30th May 1980). The first International
Brother Club triangle was also established during
this period with Aars (Denmark), Arendal (Norway)
and Moratuwa (Sri Lanka) combining to form the
triangular relationship. The Fourth Regional
Convention in 1979 was held in Welimada and
Moratuwa was adjudged the Best Club for
1979/80.

Gladstone
Thevathasan took over
as RD at the Fifth
Regional Convention in
1980. During his term,
two more clubs were
chartered – Manipay
(23rd August 1980) and
Dehiwala (13th June
1981). 

Darrell Perera was
elected RD at the
Sixth Regional
Convention on 20th
May 1981 held at the
Boys’ Industrial Home,
Wellawatte. The
Region also welcomed
its first YEEP student,
Henrick Saubjerg from
Denmark. Darrell Perera 

Welimada was disaffiliated due to dormancy.
Wellawatte won the ‘Best Club’ award at the
Regional Convention. Although the Region was
barely five years old, it was honoured by being
requested to host an Area Convention in Sri
Lanka. Accordingly, a host committee was
formed to plan and prepare for the event, with
Gladstone as Chairman.

In 1981 the Region played host to two
international events - International Council
Meeting (July 27-30) and the Ninth Asia Area
Convention from 31 July 1981. On this occasion
the Movement celebrated 50 years of its
presence in Sri Lanka with the Colombo club
hosting a banquet on 1 August 1981 for all the
delegates attending the Asia Convention. 

Over 150 Y’s Men and Y’s Menettes from various
parts of the world attended the meetings.
Among the distinguished visitors were Joseph
Ohm of Korea who was installed as International
President, IPE Max Larson, PIPs Bruce Price,
Christian Bach Iverson and Tod Gunkelman, ISG
Bjorn Pederson and International Treasurer
Gerald Lee. 

One of the key issues arising at the meetings was
the request by India to secede from Asia Area
and function as a separate Area. This resulted in
the “parting of ways” between neighbors, India
and Sri Lanka, with Sri Lanka opting to continue
as part of Asia Area.

He was hosted by Lanka and Malathi Nesiah.
Moratuwa was adjudged ‘Best Club’ while
Badulla was disaffiliated due to dormancy.



Lanka Nesiah took over the mantle of leadership. At the Seventh Regional Convention held at the
Theological College, Pilimathalawa from 18 to 20 June 1982. His theme for the year was “Reach out to
new frontiers.” 

During his term of office, the ‘Gladstone Thevathasan Fund’ was established with money left over from
the Ninth Asia Y’s Men’s Convention. The interest earned from this fund was to be used to assist Sri
Lankan Y’s Men attend Conventions overseas. 

The Principles of Partnership between Y’s Men and the YMCA was signed on 18 June 1983 thereby
underlining the strong historical bond that exists between these two organizations and pledging to work
together for the good of the communities they serve. In the same year a new club was chartered
(Kopay, 1983) and the Moratuwa Club was adjudged the ‘Best Club’ for the year.

In 2015 the Sri Lankan Y’s Men and Y’s Menettes observed the 85th year of Y’sdom on Lankan soil
through the Y’s Men’s Club of Colombo, which may be claimed as one of the oldest Y’s Men’s clubs in
the world.

Like everywhere else in the Movement, membership growth has taken a downturn in Sri Lanka too. As we
approach the centenary year in 2022, we have hardly 10 clubs and about 125 members in the Region –
a disappointing figure compared to the zeal and hard work of the past. The time may be nigh when a
new awakening will happen and the Movement will grow once again. 

Lanka Nesiah 

9th Asia Area convention & International Council Meeting from 31st July 1981
July/Hosts PAP Toshiro Takeuchi/PAP Stanley Arnold 
16th Asia Area Convention & International Council Meeting from 15th
September 1995/Host  Kazuya Ishii/David Morris
23rd Asia area convention & International council Meeting from 31st July
2009/Host PAP Rita Hettiarachchi / Kevin Cummings

Asia Area conventions
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SRI LANKA REGION IN ACTION
Compiled by RD Rajan V Pillai

Ever since the charter, Colombo Y's Men's Club has produced 12 Regional Directors and continues to
serve its community



Y’s Men’s Club of Dehiwala belongs to the South Western district, It was
chartered on June 13, 1981. and has produced 4 Regional Directors.

Dehiwela club members have always been very active in their service to the
community. A few of them are; donation of  English books to the poor children in
rural areas where they have no facility to purchase English books, Donating 
 Linen to the sick room of the Blind school in the vicinity, providing lunch parcels  
to under privileged boys at a children's home  in the vicinity, providing a wheel
chair to an Elders Home who needed one, Roll back malaria and assistance to
drought victims, supplying water supply, electric water pumps, Pipe lines done,
showers and taps all fixed in for poor people in a village in the North East, etc.
(Projects done before the pandemic). Charter President – YM

Malcolm Dias

Testing Eye sight by doctors and Free distribution of Spectacles 
Medical Checks by Doctors and provision of medicines
Donation of special injection syringes for ‘Thalassemia Patients’
Helping St. Lourdes Orphanage kids with bus season tickets to go to School (ongoing)
Provision of Nutritional Food packs to the undernourished.
Tree planting Campaigns to protect the Environment.
Promoting Religious Harmony by jointly organizing and joining Buddhist and Hindu festivals.
Providing Wheel chairs, Crutches, to poor accident victims
Distribution of baby needs to new born babies at rural Hospitals
Food Packs and dry rations to low income families during Christmas time.
Providing books to Rural School Libraries
Flood and Disaster relief as and when needed
Distribution of Clean Drinking Water
Distribution of Vegetable Seeds and Fertilizer packs for Home gardens
Developing and Promoting Organic agricultural practices.
Provision of Special Food Packs for Cancer patients at General Hospital – Kurunegala.
Provision of PCR test kits for Children at the Thalassemia Ward at the General Hospital, Kurunegala. 
Carry out joint programmes with the Lions Clubs andother NGOs

Y’s Men’s club of Kurunegala belongs to the Central Eastern District. 
It was chartered on May 21, 1977 with Heevi Wanigasekara as Charter President. The club has produced
5 Regional Directors. 

Kurunegala club too is highly involved in the community service. Here are some of them:
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Charter President -YM
Keerthi Bhareti

Charter President – 
Dr .H A Aponso

Annual Day of Sunshine for the Differently abled
Inmates (Now renamed Surasa Home) at
Katukurunda Moratuwa (Ongoing project). 
Refurbishment of the Childrens’ Wing and
Women’s Wing of the National Hospital Lunawa
(With assistance from our Brother Clubs Aars
Denmark & Arundhal Norway)
Construction of the new wing extension to the
Moratumulla Methodist Elders Home
(With assistance from Y’s Men International TOF
Fund and Schmidt Foundation Germany)
Christmas Serenade (Ministrel Show)
Santa Claus Parade and Mini Carnival.
Quiz Nites (several shows held) which was a hall
mark event of the club.(fund raiser)
Kaffringna Nite(Held Twice)-(fund raiser)
Y’s Men Dance (Rhythms of Moratuwa)(Fund
raiser)
Sing along with Rukshan & Experiments.(Fund
Raiser)
Reto Nite with the band “Flame” conducted in
April 2016 at Hotel Ranmal  where we collected
Rs 400,000/- for the “Half Way Home” in
Mulleriyawa. 

The Y's Men's Club of Mahanuwara continues to serve
the Community. A few of their Service projects are;

Y’s Men’s Club of Negombo 
belongs to the South Western District. I was chartered on May 23, 2004 with YM Malick Fernando as
its Charter President. 

donations of Rs 50,000.00 to Mahaiyawa
Elders Home Kandy as alms giving for their
day meal,
Providing transport to the Elders Home
inmates to the temple, with provision of
meals and snacks,
visits to the Elders’ Home with meals
followed by music & singing
running health clinic for the needy village
people
donating Wheel chairs, sewing machine,
providing building material to the needy
to renovate their house, 
distributing Cloth Bags protecting the
environment
distributing Jak plants (nutritious
fruit/vegetable which becomes huge
trees) 
educating school children with safety
improvements etc.

Y’s Men’s club of
Mahanuwara belongs
to Central Eastern
District. The club was
chartered on May 31,
2004.

The club continues with
their Community
Service projects such
as;
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Y’s Men’s club of Moratuwa
is the 2nd oldest club in Sri
Lanka. 

It belongs to the South Western
District and was chartered on 
 March 30, 1964. The club has
produced 3 Regional Directors.

Though low in membership they serve the
community with heart & soul. Here are some of
their involvements serving the community,
taking care of the needs of the downtrodden
in the vicinity, assisting the differently abled
youth, etc. Here are a few photos of (Projects
done before the Pandemic)



Charter President Ninesh Peiris as a Y’s Youth 

Purchasing Mattresses to Roman Catholic Junior Seminary in a
difficult area 
purchasing  Band Costumes to children of a needy school
purchasing a plot of land to a very deserving family in a
difficult area the actual cost being Rs.900,000/- US$ 4500/-
HIGHEST VALUE IN A COMMUNITY SERVICE PROJECT IN SRI
LANKA IN RECENT TIME. 
In order to eradicate hunger Dinner providing to 60 mentally
retarded inmates at a deserving institution  
donating  300 Face Masks and a Thermometer to the students
of a rural school
providing  wash basins with several taps for the benefit of
school children for cleanliness especially during his pandemic.
building a house which was damaged by the Wind in the
vicinity
donating 350.Face Mask to Mount Lavinia Police to be
distributed among the poor people living in the Area. 
donating  Food hampers to deserving families
donating a Thermometer to a rural Base Hospital 
In order to eradicate hunger, continuously providing meals to a
Child Care Centre
distributing Gift Vouchers to 10 street children 
m)donating shoes, toys, school bags, stationery items for 48
children, also a Rice Cooker and an Electric Iron for their use
attending Blessing Child Care Center,  
Funding a few children who sat for the GCE (OL) Examination
to get photocopies and print outs from on line classes. And a
lot more.

A few of its projects from July 2020 to date, with a total cost of Rs.
1, 134,000 are;

Young Moratuwa Y’s
men’s Club belongs to the
South Western District. It
was chartered on  May 12,
1987.

Y’s Men’s club of
Wellawatte belongs to the
South Western District. This
club was chartered on
November 10, 1978 with Rev.
Emmanuel Gnanapragasam as
Charter President. The Club
has already produced 7
Regional Directors.
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Best Club award winner for
the last 7 consecutive
years since 2014.

BClub is extremely active in the region, focusing on the dire needs
of its community. 



handed over dry rations and nourishments to the Rev Sister in charge at Carmalite Convent
Bandarawela to mark All Souls Day
donated dry rations such as Rice, Soya, Dhal, Sugar, Flour, Milk powder
and toiletries to the Elders Home in the vicinity
Lenten project at a Montessori in their vicinity donating snacks and Milo drinks and also  a sink for
the pantry of the Montessori.
provided lunch to 15 elders at another Elders' home as a Lenten Project.
treated 14 Elders and 4 staff of the Elders' Home at another Elders Home with a special New Year
lunch. They also donated a gift pack to each elderly person.
Donation of English books to 25 families

Y’s Menettes Club of Bandarawela belongs to the Central Eastern District. Chartered on April 29,
2017 with Mnt Wendy Mathias as Charter President.

Club continuously attended to its CS projects in their vicinity until the Area was locked down:

taking part at the 10,000 tree plantings campaign,
 donated books to 2 schools in remote areas 
Tree planting program
 Singing carols at the Elders Home.
donated medical equipment to a rural hospital in the Eastern
Province                       

Y’s Youth Club of Mount Lavinia belongs to South Western
District chartered on May 29, 2018 with Jason Daniel as its Charter
President.

Projects done before the pandemic;
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Proposed Y’s Youth (MusicClub) of Moratuwa belongs to South Western District. Proposed Club
President – Y’s Youth Pahani Fernando (STEP Student)

1) when more families severely affected by the pandemic were brought to their attention, they made the
decision to do a hamper giveaways. They gave away 6 hampers to deserving families, wrapped all the
hampers in ecofriendly packing to be distributed on They a chance to sit down with each family and
have a conversation with them. They ensured them that they would help in any way possible in the
future. 
2) They also conducted a seminar on 13th February at the YMCA Moratuwa for the benefit of Ordinary
Level students of 2020 who could not afford English tuition. This seminar of about 2.1/2 hours was
conducted by a qualified English language and English Literature teacher A total of deserving 17
students from a nearby school attended the seminar where 2 mock papers and 1 O/L past paper were
discussed. They were also served a snack at the end of the proceedings by the Y’s Youth.



from previous page Proposed Y’s Youth (MusicClub) of Moratuwa 

Nowadays on the earth, one in nine people worldwide lack access to safe and clean water, and every
two minutes a child dies from contaminated water sources. 

In the rural area they need clean water. Lack of water sources mean many kids help to gather water
and lose the chance of an education. Scummy and contaminated water sources mean a lot of children
die from diarrhea because dirty water contains rotavirus.

In Cambodia, especially in the remote rural villagers, some need to walk more than six miles to get
water for household use. A lot of families can’t afford the cost to build a well. How could they get
water? It turns out that they might have to go far from home to find a clean water source. That is not
only very hard for them, they still do not know whether the water they get is clean or not.

We act on this matter and help them to do this right. The whole process is very touching and
meaningful. Then we believe that there will be more good friends to join in the “A water well a year in
Cambodia “project. We would like to provide for more families in the rural areas.
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2021 AYCING: A WATER WELL A YEAR IN CAMBODIA
by SKY & Yvonne



As a liaison of Y’s Men to YMCA, I have been trying to develop good and meaningful partnership
between YMCA and Y’s Men’s Club in various countries. Talking alone does not work I realized.
Many times I felt that Y’s Men do not really understand what kind of services would be a help for
YMCAs. Probably many YMCAs do not understand what Y’s Men could do in partnership with their
YMCA except some donation or volunteer help in some charity events. The COVID 19 gave me a
chance to think about what both YMCA and Y’s Men could do together for the communities they
live in or for the young people. 

Toward the end of 2020, the World Alliance of YMCAs proposed a project called “Youth Led
Solution”. YMCA’s idea of youth empowerment could be actualized by youth proposing a project
of various issues along the goals of the SDGs in their own communities. 

A number of young people can propose a pilot project to solve the community issues such as
environmental issues. In order to complete their projects, they need good strategies and some
seed money for effective and sustainable approaches. The funds could be arranged by YMCA
and Y’s Men to support some selected projects or introduce some companies to support the
projects. This is one example of partnership work we could challenge young people with, by
YMCA and Y’s Men’s Club jointly.

Y's Men International (YMI) "Week4Waste" Project (April 18th-24th), coinciding with Earth day (April 22,
2021), is so well publicized and properly disseminated to all Y's members around the world.  It is a week-
long activity of members joining hands in picking up litter to clean and save our environment from
people indiscriminately leaving plastics, glass bottles, cans, and other wastes whether on streets, parks,
along rivers, on beaches, in forests or mountain sides. 

Members and youth group join together while wearing Y's waistcoats, YMC club t-shirt, uniform and/or
chaleco, building publicity of Y'sdom while doing a noble project.  We are a service club and this is the
best way to do community service through walking, not only to pick up litter but also to show everyone
that we individually and in groups are picking up trash to save and serve our mother earth.  We are also
able to educate people not to litter, save our environment and change the attitude for both young and
older people to be environmentally friendly to make our world greener.

Asia Pacific Area (ASP) has done its best to answer the challenge posted by YMI.  Most of the regions
under ASP joined the Week4Waste project, except those regions that are under strict community
quarantine restricted by their government on people movement and outside activities.

We are making a difference.
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B Y  A S D ,  K O H E I  Y A M A D A ,  
A  M E M B E R  O F  U T S U N O M I Y A  C L U B  O F  J A P A N  E A S T

ONE EXAMPLE OF PARTNERSHIP BUILDING
BETWEEN YMCA AND Y’S MEN’S CLUBS

B Y  A S D - W 4 W  P A U L  L I M  &  A S D - P R  A N D Y  F U
 

YMI - WEEK4WASTE (APRIL 18-24, 2021)

Japan West Region
The Kyoto West Club joined the Kyoto District Week4Waste campaign on Sunday, April 18. They cleaned
downtown Kyoto for three hours in the morning and collected seven (7) bags of waste. (photo on the
next page left)

Japan East Region
The Fuji-Goko Club conducted the Week4Waste cleanup activity in conjunction with the 10th Flying Disc
Gathering for the Challenged, on Saturday, April 24 at the Pines Park in Yamanashi Prefecture. (photo
on the next page right)



South East Asia Region

Hong Kong District, organized cleaning up ocean shores by riding dragon boats on April 25, 2021.
Around 60 Y's Men and dragon boat players participated, a total of 1428 kg garbage which include
fishing nets, furniture, etc.

Taiwan Region had responded the YMI
Week4Waste Project to clean-up the street and
beach environment.

North District: In annual social services "Offer
Warm in Cold Winter" in January 2021, participated
40 Y's members, and hold a medical lecture
combined with park clean-up on Menettes' activity
in April. Estimated 50 Y's members & Menettes
joined. 
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Center District: Together with Changhua YMCA,
around 60 Y’s members, Many plastic bags, large
waste, glass, dangerous needles were picked up.
Total 355.7Kg of marine debris, let the wetland
became the clean natural landscape around, 60
Y’s members attended. 

South District: Clean-up action will
simultaneously be held with any outdoor activities.
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SMIT District

International Y's Men's Clubs of Singapore, Alpha and
Beta Chapters, jointly cleaned a stretch of beach along
East Coast Parkway.

Y's Men's Club of Chiangmai Thailand, at Work from
home & around, during the domestic outbreak of
COVID-19 pandemic. World Clean Upstarts from home
" a collection snapshots of Y's Men & YMCA on 20-11
April 2021.

Y's Men Silver State Y Service Club, Ipoh,
Malaysia, was successfully carried with a total
of 346kg of recycled items such as copper
wire, iron & steel, magazines, old books,
newspaper, electrical goods, plastic bottle,
soft drink cans sold. Money collected will be
donated to Single Mother Project to help
ease their burden.

Y Service Club of Lumbini
Nepal, YYC , Samata, and
YYC Lumbini, Hong Kong
District and Serve People
Nepal jointly organized
Week4waste project by
cleaning school and nearby
roads in Kawasoti City on
April 26, 2021. During the
Weak4Waste project, Y
Service Club of Lumbini
donated the bucket and
cleaning tools to the school.



WEBSITE: http://www.ysmenap.org/
FACEBOOK: https://www.facebook.com/aspysmen

We have been told what the consequences of little or no action are, which we are already
experiencing, for example more extreme bush fires, flooding, etc. We know the solutions; for
example replacing coal with renewables and storage, transitioning to renewable powered EVs.
Why are we ignoring the advice?

What does zero-net carbon by 2050 mean and what are the implications of achieving it, or not?
Zero-net carbon by 2050 is what many countries have announced and some, eg Australia are still
contemplating. You will know it’s to do with dealing with the human induced climate change
problem. Some of you might even think it’s the solution. Its NOT.

It is impossible to eliminate all greenhouse gas emissions, which we generally refer to as ‘carbon’,
although its actually the gas carbon dioxide or CO2, which is one of the major greenhouse gases.
If zero-net carbon is achieved, there will still be CO2 being emitted, for example we will keep
breathing it out. But there will be an equal amount of take up of CO2 that will offset the amount
emitted. 

There are various options for removing CO2 from the atmosphere, including ‘drawdown’, finding a
way to take CO2 from the air and doing something with it other than allowing back into the
atmosphere. Tree planting on a very large scale could be part of the answer.

Given all the talk about zero-net carbon by 2050, you would think it’s the solution to our
contribution to climate change. But according to the climate science experts, it is far too little, too
late. The consequences have already been experienced with extreme weather events, as predicted.
The target of zero-net emissions to limit warming to 1.5C, according to the ‘IPCC, 2018: Global
Warming of 1.5°C. An IPCC Special Report on the impacts of global warming of 1.5°C above pre-
industrial levels…’ includes: ‘A world that is consistent with holding warming to 1.5°C would see
greenhouse gas emissions rapidly decline in the coming decade…’ and that was written in 2018.
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