THE GORDON SETTER ASSOCIATION
April 11th 2026

Firstly many thanks to the committee for the invitation to judge the 80th anniversary show of The Gordon Setter Association, It was a great honour. Thanks also to my lovely stewards who kept me organized, and to the exhibitors for a great entry.
I have not been involved with showing Gordons for a few years so most of the dogs were new to me. I was delighted with the entries in vintage and veteran classes in both dogs and bitches, lovely fit and active dogs showing the lasting power of the breed. Worryingly there were very few entries in puppy and junior classes, a concern at the moment.
I was very pleased with my entry and found no major concerns. Some exhibits were rather incorrect in head with overlong forefaces and lacking the work that makes a true Gordon head, shoulders were more upright in some cases than I prefer, and rear movement, as always, is variable.
It was lovely to find a number of dogs with SGWCs as well as good entries in the Field Trial classes.

Special Vintage Bitch (5)
1 Phillips & Watkins ShCh Flaxheath Top Model At Glenmaurangi. Won this class on her superb movement, soared round the ring with great reach and drive. She has a lovely head, good reach of neck and good shoulders. Slightly long in topline for me but well ribbed back and has good hindquarters. Presented in excellent coat but would prefer clearer tan.
2 Harrison’s Paradise Final Fling. I liked this 10 year old very much but she could not quite match 1 on the move though she was very sound. She is more compact than 1 with a lovely outline and a very pretty head with dark eyes and a gentle expression. She has an excellent forehand and good depth of body, shown in lovely coat and good colour.
3 Crowther’s Hernwood Stella Firework
Veteran Bitch (6)
1 Slaughter’s ShCh Cairacailie Night Of Love With Ordett JW. A very sound bitch with a lovely outline, strong bone and excellent coat and colour. She has a  pretty head, lovely dark eyes and low set ears, well laid back shoulders and good forechest, She has a deep well ribbed body, good hindquarters and good pasterns and feet. Best veteran bitch.
2 Hall’s Melview Phoenix. Another I liked very much, a very nice bitch , with a lovely head and eye. She has a strong level topline, well sprung ribs, good pasterns and lovely tight feet. She is very well muscled, moved very well and has a lovely coat and excellent colour.
3 Hardy’s Cottonstones Evergreen With Cafotaliena
Puppy Bitch (1)
1 Phillips & Watkins Empyreal Desert Tempest At Glenmaurangi (Imp Can). A mature 10 month old puppy, with a feminine head , dark eyes with a mischievous expression, excellent length of neck and very well laid back shoulders. She has a level topline, good spring of rib, deep brisket for her age and good bend of stifle. Her colour is excellent with deep rich tan and she moves with great drive and purpose for a puppy.
Best puppy in show.
Junior Bitch (2)
1 Sweryda’s Waseley Hazy Dayz. A well balanced bitch with a level topline and good coat and colour.
She has a very nice head and dark eyes, a deep well ribbed body , good bone and very good feet and pasterns. Good coat and colour and moved soundly.
2 Crowther’s Ronaldsbill Mystical Fire. A more rangey bitch with a very good coat and colour and strong hindquarters which she used well on the  move.  Feminine head with a dark eye but a little long in foreface for me. 
Yearling Bitch (5)
A very nice class
1 Bell, Millar & Bell’s Laurelhach Mercedes at Blairbelles JW. A lovely balanced young bitch with a pretty head and dark eyes. She has a lovely outline with a long neck, very well laid back shoulders, a firm level back and strong hindquarters. I liked her strong pasterns and tight feet, but would like clearer tan on her feet. Her coat is developing well and she moved steadily and soundly.
2 Smith’s Kewstoke Sea Queen Zena. A compact, balanced bitch who is more mature in outline. She has a very nice head, good neck and forehand, firm topline and well sprung ribs and deep brisket. She moved well from strong hindquarters and has a gleaming coat.
3 Marsh’s Kilnrae Back To The Future JW
Maiden Bitch (5)
1 Hardy’s Cafotaliena All Eyes On Me. This bitch had the best outline in the class and was sound on the move. She has a pretty head with a good stop, dark eyes and low set ears, and a good length of neck. She has strong hindquarters with a good bend of stifle and moved well on good tight feet.
2 Potter’s Benbuie Chinook at Helian. A bigger bitch who was a bit of a fidget! I liked her head and expression and she has good depth to her body and is ribbed well back. She has a very good coat and colour and moved soundly.
3 Clark’s D J Bee Black Ivy (Imp Pol)
Undergraduate Bitch (1)
1 Bryant’s Laurenlhach Lotus With Muckypups. 4th in a strong yearling class. A sound moving bitch with good coat and colour. She has a feminine head but I would prefer more stop and a shorter foreface. She has a level topline, good depth and a good bend of stifle. Moved well.
Post Graduate Bitch (6)
Pearce’s Ardnadam Hazelnut. Won this class despite being an absolute fidget! I liked her size and balance. She has an attractive head with a good stop and depth of muzzle, long neck, good shoulders and hindquarters. She has correct coat and colour, nice arched feet and moved out well..
2 Green’s Balnakeil Creag Rainich JW. A more rugged bitch who pushed 1 hard but I preferred the topline of 1 today. She has a pretty head, dark eyes, a long neck and good shoulders and hindquarters. A very well-muscled bitch, she has good depth and well sprung ribs, a lovely coat and colour, and moved soundly with drive.
3 Thomas’s Chartan Little Black Dress,
Mid Limit Bitch (3)
Hall’s Clohass Diamond By Melview. The best forehand in the class with well laidback shoulders, good length of upper arm and forechest, She has a pretty head and dark expressive eyes, a strong topline, good depth, well sprung ribs and well angled hindquarters as well as strong pasterns and good feet. She moved very well with drive and purpose.
2 Bishop’s Glenmaurangi Aurora Of Lochdora. Attractive outline on this bitch and a lovely coat and rich tan. She has a lovely head, and good reach of neck, strong topline, well arched ribs and good depth of brisket, well angled quarters and good feet.
3 Beddall’s Dwensantinis Dora of Artiiyo
Limit Bitch (8)
1 Passmore’s Beechlake Poet In My Heart. What a lovely bitch. She is balanced, compact, in excellent coat and presents a lovely outline. She has a beautiful head with dark soulful eyes, long low set ears, a long neck and excellent shoulders, a firm topline and deep, well ribbed body, and excellent hindquarters. She flowed round the ring. I liked her very much. Res CC
2 Osborn’s Amscot Air Of Success At Boyers. Another very nice bitch. She has a pretty head with a good stop and dark intelligent eyes, a long neck and excellent shoulders and forechest. She  has well sprung ribs and very well muscled quarters, a bitch who is certainly fit for function, Very good coat, though I would prefer clearer tan on her feet, and moved with real drive.
3 Hardy’s Cafotaliena Hello My Love
Open Bitch (3)
1 Roberts ShCh Moonglade Lily Mae Magic. My star of the day. Such a pretty bitch, totally balanced and in beautiful coat with one of the best colourings here. She has a lovely head with dark expressive eyes and a great reach of neck into the best of shoulders. She has a firm topline, well arched ribs and well angulated quarters. Her movement was totally balanced and effortless. CC, Best in Show.
2 Phillips & Watkins ShCh Flaxheath Cover Girl at Glenmaurangi JW. A very elegant stylish bitch who excelled on the move. Less compact than 1, she also has a lovely coat and presents a striking outline. She has a pretty head with dark eyes and long low set ears, lengthy neck, good shoulders and quarters and has well sprung ribs, Excellent coat and so sound on the move.

Field Trial Bitch (4) 
1 Ackerley-Kemp’s Yennadon Highland Heidi. An excellent bitch I liked very much, she has a lovely outline and was one of the best movers here today. I loved her head, very pretty with a good stop and dark eyes with a lively expression, long neck and very good shoulders. She is very well muscled which showed in her sound movement and has the best of feet.
2 Leonard’s Ch Painted Lady At Tregarrick SGWC. A bigger bitch with an excellent spring of rib and so well muscled, very good forehand and quarters and a deep well ribbed body. She has a lovely head with good stop and deep muzzle, good coat and very sound movement.
3 Thomas Chartan Maple Mayhem

Special vintage Dog (3)
Two 12 year old boys who are a credit to their owners.
1 Butler’s ShCh Yennadon Lochan At Rubymoon JW ShCM. I liked this dog as a youngster and he is still a well balanced boy with a good well coloured coat. He has a masculine head, strong topline and quarters, deep brisket and spring of rib. Still very sound on the move.
2 Halliday’s Yennadon Reiss SGWC. A lovely old lad, grey and distinguished but still very fit and moved soundly with enthusiasm. He has a noble head, with dark eyes, a good stop, still firm in back and loin, well muscled and can show the youngsters how to move.
Veteran Dog (6)
1 Harker’s ShCh Hernwood Achilles At Ettrick JW VW. A 9 year old still in top condition with a lovely coat. He has a masculine head with good stop and deep muzzle, reachy neck into good shoulders, straight front, strong pasterns and good feet. His strong hindquarters allowed him to move soundly with drive. Best veteran
2 Bell, Millar & Bell’s Balnakeil Beinn Corradail Of Blairbelles. A younger veteran with a lovely coat and feathering who moved very soundly. He has a handsome masculine head, very good shoulders, a firm topline and deep well arched ribs. Good colour but would like clearer tan on feet.
3 Gregg’s Locksheath Beach Comber
Minor Puppy Dog (2)
Two nice 7 month old puppies who both need a lot of time.
1 Mitchell’s Cottonstones Dawn Treader By Brobruick. A coltish puppy, all legs at the moment. He has a good head and bite, well angulated shoulders and hindquarters and tight feet. Lovely colour with clear tan and he moved very soundly for his age.
2 New’s Benbuie The Last Hurrah NAF TAF. Another nice puppy with good colour, He has an attractive head, good neck and shoulders and is well bodied. He needs to strengthen in pasterns and tighten in feet but that will come.
Puppy Dog (1)
1 Mitchell’s Cottonstones Dawn Treader By Brobruick
Junior Dog (2)
Hall’s Rhiwgerrig Caractacus By Melview. Immature but won this class on his movement. He has an attractive head, dark eyes with a mischievous expression and good neck and shoulders. He is well ribbed and deep in brisket with good quarters, and has very good pasterns and feet. Sound steady mover.
2 Macaulay’s Waseley Lazy Dayz At Stylersetts. A more mature well coated dog with a lovely head and deep stop, a little heavy in flew. He has a firm topline and well sprung ribs. Rather overangulated hindquarters for me and his movement was rather erratic.
Yearling Dog (4)
1 Hogg’s Gailiech Wirnpa. Slightly unsure at first but he settled and moved well. He has a lovely head with rounded skull and deep stop, a very good neck and shoulders and deep body with well arched ribs. Good coat and colour and sound on the move.
2 Robson’s Kewstoke Ocean Commander At Glendudmoor. A lovely head on this dog with the darkest of eyes. He has a good neck and forechest, strong topline, good bone and tight feet. He moved well from well muscled hindquarters.
3 Sinclair’s Laurelhach Bugatti at Siochail
Maiden Dog (1)
1 Mitchell’s Cottonstones Dawn Treader By Brobruick
Novice Dog (2)
1. Mitchell’s Cottonstones Dawn Treader By Brobruick
2 Mawby’s Burroughtof Corby Loch. A mature dog who has a good head, firm topline and deep body. He has a lovely coat in good condition but is rather erratic in movement and close behind.
Undergraduate Dog (1)
1 Hogg’s Gailliech Wirnpa
Graduate Dog (2)
1 Halliday’s Hero Majestic Manon Lescaut Yennadon (Imp Cze). A well balanced dog with a lovely coat and good colour. He has a handsome masculine head, good shoulders and forechest and well muscled rear and moved very well with drive and purpose.
2 Gregg’s Caradilis Fiach Dubh. Moved better in this class. He has a very nice outline with a good topline, lovely bend of stifle, nice head and lengthy neck. 
Post Graduate Dog ( 6)
1 Cuthbertson’s Lainnireach Star Gazer JW. A very impressive young dog with an excellent outline. He has a lovely head with dark eyes, good stop and muzzle, excellent length of neck into well laid shoulder, strong topline, good bone and tight feet. He has a lovely coat and moved very soundly. He just needs a little more maturity, will watch his progress with interest.
2 Halliday’s Hero Majestic Manon Lescaut Yennadon (Imp Cze)
3 Inglis Caradilis Jumping Jack
Mid Limit Dog (3)
1 Ede’s Burroughtof Loch Leven At Glenarden. A handsome dog with good bone and outline, very nice coat and colour. He has a good masculine head, good forehand and quarters, well ribbed body of good depth. He has well boned legs, good pasterns and feet and is well muscled which enabled him to move soundly.
2 McCarthy’s Hernwood Wizard of Oz JW. Very close up, just moving a little closer behind. He has a lovely brick-on-brick head with good shoulders and topline and well angulated quarters. Nice coat and good colour.
Limit Dog (6)
1 Fudge’s Fieldberry Secret Weapon At Rufusmoor JW SGWC. A lovely well boned dog with an impressive outline. He has an excellent masculine head, good shoulders, strong back and lovely sweep of hindquarters. He is well muscled and moved very soundly with drive, and has a lovely coat to complete the picture.
2 Harrison-street’s Paradise Picking Parsley At Bridgemere.  I liked this boy’s head and outline, he is well boned with very good quarters, good shoulders and forechest. He is well coated and very sound.
3 Ellington’ Beechlake The Storyteller Of Finnsfolk
Open Dog (7)
A lovely class, I could have done with a handful of red cards.
1 Michalak’s ShCh Forester’s Northern Hunter Of Darkmoor With Gadieburn’ JW (Imp Deu). A stunning dog with a superb outline, excellent bone and a beautiful coat. He has great body and substance, is well muscled throughout and moved so soundly with drive and purpose. I loved his head and calm dignified expression, correct angulation in shoulders and quarters and strong level back. CC, Best Dog and Res BIS
2 Mitchell’s ShCh Cafotaliena Thief Of Hearts By Brobruick JW. Another top quality dog with excellent coat and colour. He has a lovely masculine head with dark eyes, good stop and low set ears, good neck and forechest, very good bone and deep body with well sprung ribs. He has an excellent topline and quarters and tight feet and strode round the ring with great drive. Res CC. 
3 Millar, Millar, Millar & Scobie’s ShCh Yennadon Calvay JW ShCEx OSW
Field Trial Dog (1)
1 Halliday’s Ch Yennadon Barra JW SGWC. A lovely dog  I liked very much. He has lovely head and dark eyes with a gentle expression, good forefront and lovely bend of stifle. He has good bone, a deep well ribbed body with plenty of heart room, excellent muscle and is a very sound reachy mover. Considered for top honours.

Moira McErlean

