
John Lancelot Butler-Bowdon, Lord Grey de Ruthyn 

(1883-1963) 
 

   In the brief sketch by Osbert Sitwell, Baron Grey emerges as a genteel, learned, and eccentric 

remnant of the old medieval aristocracy. He exhibits a paternal concern for all his neighbors, 

happily receives petitioners at any time of the day, and donates much of his time to various 

committees and charity campaigns. His Catholic upbringing is expressed as much through his 

frequent recourse to Latin as through his dedication to the Corporal Works of Mercy. Sitwell 

records that he was, on more than one occasion, conscripted into visiting the local infirmed with 

the Baron.  

   After Butler-Bowden passed, Sitwell reflected: "...I can never traverse the stretch of flat road 

from Barlborough to Clowne without expecting to see him, his bowler hat looming up suddenly 

out of the fog that so often envelops that part of the world, and I only wish it could be so."(p.139)  

 

 

Excerpts from Queen Mary and Others by Osbert Sitwell 

(I couldn’t find a plain text version, and didn’t want to type all this up, so please forgive the 

screenshots  .)  

 

 

 

 

 

                   Sir Osbert Sitwell 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Works_of_mercy
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