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MEMBERSHIP MEETING:
Monday, June 24, 2024 at 12pm
Door opens/Social time 11:30
Location: Clearwater East Library, 2465 Drew St.
Snacks available

GUEST SPEAKER
Joanne “Cookie” Kennedy
Candidate for Pinellas County
Commission

Joanne Kennedy is a Largo native,
attended Largo High School, and was a
Golden Girl in the world-famous Band of
Gold. She was awarded her degree in
Public Policy and Administration from St.
Petersburg College.

Mayor Kennedy is in her third term as the mayor of Indian Rocks
Beach and currently serves as the Vice Chair of the Barrier Island
Governmental Council.

She has received numerous awards including Citizen of the Year and
served on many boards and agencies including the Tourist
Development Council, and Chairperson for Forward Pinellas.

“Cookie,” as she is known, has been endorsed in her candidacy for the
Pinellas County Commission by current and former officials of Pinellas
communities Indian Rocks, Indian Shores, Redington Shores, North
Redington Beach, Seminole, Bellair Beach, Dunedin, Largo, Bellair
Bluffs, and St. Pete, as well as by State Rep. Lindsay Cross.



mailto:DWCUP727@gmail.com

DWCUP Website Kennedy joins with Democrats Charlie Justice and Rene Flowers who
are seeking re-election to the Pinellas County Commission.

Twitter

Instagram

Facebook
Email
DWCEF, Inc.

Nation Federation of

Democratic Women A core issue for her campaign is working to restore faith in our
government by listening to the people that she’'d elected to represent.
Florida Democratic Party Throughout her tenure as Mayor of Indian Rocks Beach, she has
made listening to them a top priority by hosting town halls and

meetings.
Pinellas County
Democratic Executive

. Website — to donate, volunteer, or contact:
Committee

https://www.kennedyforpinellas.com/

: ALERT!
' See info in this newsletter
, about urgent action for the

Clearwater City Council vote
on Drew St.
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT

JUNE 2024

Wow! GUILTY ON ALL 34 COUNTS! Suddenly, writing my monthly
report got a lot easier. It's only one of many cases, but it is the first
time a US President has been convicted of a felony. My phone blew
up yesterday as the news came in and so many of you reacted. Let
me share some of the responses:

¢ Ethics and the rule of law prevail!

e So happy that it turned out this way. Wonder if it will make a
difference to the cult.

e He broke the law and we lost because of his unethical
behavior. We are a country of principles again.

e So relieved. | know this doesn’t mean Donald is done, even though he should be. But so great
to have him finally being held accountable.

¢ May his losing streak continue and people of honor prevail.
e Yay!

But this is a momentary victory over a lawbreaker. We have so much to do this year. WE MUST
NOT LET UP!

Another piece of good news: Our friend, Bryan Beckman, has announced his candidacy for
District 58 State House Representative. Let's do whatever we can to help him reduce the FL
House Supermajority!

Thanks to Jan Walton, our Newsletter Editor, for volunteering to take on the role of Recording
Secretary of our club. Thank you, Jan! You're a life saver!

There will be a local referendum on education on the ballot here in Pinellas County. We need to
work to get this passed. Florida teachers are now the lowest paid in the country, and that’s not
acceptable. There are far too many efforts in this state to undermine public education, and it’s the
final democratizing institution in our nation. Our state is losing teachers and support staff in
record numbers. Our children deserve the best. WE NEED QUALITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ALWAYS!

Our club is starting an effort to identify BLUE BUSINESSES! These are Pinellas County
businesses that we know share our values. Sometimes, you have had a conversation with a local
business owner, and they let you know that they agree with you. We would like to support these
enterprises. After all, those of us who are BLUE, shop and spend money too! Let me know if you
are aware of any businesses that lean left.



Go visit our website, dwcup.com or dwcup.org. Polly Kraus, our Webmaster, has been working
hard to update our website and make it more accessible and attractive to users.

The new Clearwater City Council is ignoring the facts and analytical study of the Drew St
renovation. They now seem determined to tank the project. Show up in yellow at the June 6™ City
Council meeting at 6pm in the main library on Osceola and demonstrate your support for this
project that will prevent accidents and keep our citizens safe!

Join us all on Monday, June 10" at 6pm at the Lucky Lobster in Dunedin. We're going to get
together JUST FOR FUN! With all the work we do, we need to take time to socialize!

As the August Primary and November election near, remember to prepare for the entire ballot,
not just the top item. That's one reason why using a mail-in ballot is such a good idea. Down
ballot voting is essential to improving our society at all levels. We'll help you learn about the
issues, nonpartisan races, judges, etc. Our job is always to INFORM, not inflame!

Several of us attended the DWCF State Convention in Orlando for four days in May. See the
article in this newsletter about what we saw, heard and did! It was amazing and inspiring!

Finally, wishes for a speedy recovery to longtime members, Lee Callaghan and Diane Lebedefft,
after their recent hospitalizations. These women are examples to all of us of strong, dedicated
Democratic women! Feel better soon and know that we’re all thinking of you and sending you
healing wishes!

As | said, it's been a busy month! Stay strong and active, my friends!
Thanks for all you do.

Donna Dennis

Check Mobilize regularly for volunteer needs and events. https://www.mobilize.us/
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LET'S DEMAND AYES VOTE
ON THE DREW STREET SAFETY PLAN!

Drew Street Safety Plan Update

Vehicle, pedestrian, and ADA compliant and bike
friendly transportation is important for all. Safe, wide,
legal lanes are expected too. Our city council currently is
opposed to the Safe Drew Street Project, which is fully
funded by over $20 million in federal dollars!
You do not have to live here to comment. If you drive
Drew, you are involved.
The Clearwater City Council will approve or deny the
Drew Street Safety Project at the June 6 Council meeting
at 6PM in the Main Library.
PLEASE - IF YOU CARE - Attend the Meeting - and/or
Speak up now!
- Email Clearwater Council members now:
Clearwatercouncil@my clearwater.com,
Call them and leave a message: 727 562-4050

TELL THEM TO VOTE YES FOR THE DREW
STREET SAFETY PROJECT!
Key Facts:
. FDOT Experts reported after multiple studies. -
“This plan will solve the crashes... data shows you don’t
need four lanes - all data aligns to this safety plan.”

. This project will reduce crashes by 57% between
Myrtle and Keene

. Currently we have 3-4 a week!!

. ALL funding for this project is from federal funds

- not from Clearwater’s tax-payer budget
. County Commissioners and Forward Pinellas
have advanced this plan forward for over 8 years!

The Drew Street Safety Project
is NOT YET Approved ~
Will you take a sign for
support? Know someone on
Drew who would?

Call/text now, Beth Davis
727 742 3797, leave your
address and name.

Please write or call or email the Clearwater City
Council and ask they to VOTE YES on the DREW
STREET SAFETY PLAN! KEEP THE CENTER TURN
LANE DESIGN!

Clearwater City Council:

clearwatercouncil@myclearwater.com

727-562-4050

Clearwater City Council
600 Cleveland St. 6th Floor
Clearwater, FL 33755

What: Plan to attend the Council Work Session
on Monday, June 3 at 1:00 (Rally
outside library at noon). And plan to
attend the Council Meeting where a
vote will be taken at the June 6
meeting at 6 p.m.

WEAR YELLOW FOR DREW ST. SAFETY

Where: Clearwater Main Library 100 N. Osceola
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UPDATES

DWCUP MEETING RECAP of May 20, 2024

May’s meeting was a week early due to the Memorial Day holiday, but our agenda was as
full as ever! Several members had just returned from the Democratic Women'’s Club of
Florida state convention in Orlando with lots to report on (see article on Convention).

The featured speaker was District 60 State Representative Lindsay Cross, one of the
few elected Democrats in Pinellas County. She reiterated the Florida Democratic motto
that each Floridian deserves the right to be healthy, prosperous, and safe. With her
background in Environmental Science, she has worked on Red Tide with the Tampa Bay
Estuary Program, which resulted in a cleaner Tampa Bay than it has been in 50 years!
She was able to get two pieces of legislation passed this year regarding Florida’s
environment: the EPA will compile a list of all our water treatment plants and fund those
who need it most. Also, there had been no requirement for local governments to notify
swimmers when it was deemed unsafe to swim in local waters. Further, she made the
point that the Republican super majority legislature has done nothing to improve the
insurance crisis in Florida. We have an opportunity to pick up Democratic seats in
November’s election, and Rep. Cross urged us all to give until it hurts—and then it will feel
good!

The Club was delighted with local activist Bryan Beckman’s announcement of his
candidacy for State House District 58. His opponent is an incumbent who serves only the
Republican party, not our local citizens. Bryan has served as President of the Sierra Club
and District Chair. His top issue is lowering costs to our citizens.

Nancy Armitage encouraged everyone to sign petitions for Clean Water and Medicaid
Expansion. She handed out packets for members to get their friends and neighbors to sign
petitions as well.

District Chair llene Heinke discussed the need for all of us to become PCPs (Precinct
Chairpersons) and reviewed the procedure for doing so. This is the best way to grow our
grass roots campaigning!

VP Nancy Vellucci discussed the need for poll watchers and poll workers in the upcoming
elections. (See info in this newsletter if you are willing to serve in either of these roles.)

Monday, June 10" is our Democratic Women’s Night Out at the Lucky Lobster in Dunedin
from 6-8pm. No speeches, no agenda, just food, drink and conversation! Please join us
and bring a friend!

Healing wishes were sent out to long-time members, Diane Lebedeff and Lee Callaghan,
now recovering from recent hospitalizations.



2024 DEMOCRATIC WOMEN'S CLUB OF FLORIDA
CONVENTION RECAP

Report by Jean Greenawalt

Business meetings were held on Friday
and Saturday mornings. Changes to the
bylaws and platform were discussed.
Changes were tabled because we were
not provided any copies prior to the
meetings to review. We delegates are to
receive them shortly. District reports
and committee reports were also given
at the business meetings.

Working sessions were held about Fund
Raising Tips, Leveraging Social Media
to Advance Outreach, Legislation &

DWCUP delegation: Liz Dahan, Jean Greenawal, More, and Building Bridges Fostering
Shelby and Mary Freeman, Donna Dennis, Nancy Fairness & Equity.
Vellucci.

We heard speakers at
the lunches: Rep. Fentrice Driskell, Sen. Jason Pizzo, Rep. Dan Daly,
Rep. Angie Dixon, Councilwoman Pat Kemp. Keynote speaker at the
Awards Gala was Michael Blake. The speakers were fantastic. Rep.
Nixon showed up wearing camouflage and telling us she is fighting.
Mr. Blake fired us up and reminded me of a preacher.

Social activities included wine and cheese, the club Banner parade
and Per Sister rally, Award gala. Rep. Anna Eskimani, Rep Carlos
Guillermo Smith, Rep. Krisen Arrington, and Rep. Rita Harris joined us
at the Per Sister rally.

Rep. Nixon

Take-aways:

We should get ourselves familiar with bylaws, handbooks, platform, and any other
documents available at dwcf.org. We are not a political organization. Our purpose is
education. We can't say “Vote Biden” on media, but we can say that his health policies
are great.

We should find and follow other clubs’ social media. The social media workshop lead
talked about “leaning” into Tik-Tok trends. For example, the trend to say “l/we ___ ...
and l/'we . So, “We are women and we vote”. Tagging is great to get the social

media seen. “Outfit of the day” is a trend, so one would tag such content as #00TD.

When talking to people, share your stories and focus on how issues affect you or
someone you know. Bread and butter, not divisive rhetoric. Less “them” messaging like



the Republicans do, it’s all about “us.” We hear about people skipping voting. We can
express that skipping is not a protest, it is a surrender.

Avoid silos. Join and participate in other clubs and activities - Black, young, LGBTQIA -
Invite them. Participate in Juneteenth. Find and use Blue businesses. Volunteer at
charity events.

Clubs in the Banner Parade

PERSISTERS PROTECTING FREEDOM AND DEMOCRACY

For 4 days, hundreds of Democratic Women’s Club members from all over Florida filled
the Florida Hotel and Convention Center in Orlando. The DWCUP delegation to the
DWCF State Convention included Donna Dennis, Mary and Shelby Freeman, Jean
Greenawalt, Nancy Vellucci and Liz Dahan. Wow! What an uplifting event!

Patty Cohn, our Region Chair, shared words of inspiration, saying that in lieu of a poem,
she realized that WE are the poem. We make the organization and its activities happen.
We bring the energy, talents, time and resources to work for the mission of helping all
Floridians become healthy, prosperous and safe. We help each other be stronger!

We were shown two videos developed in support of Amendment 4, guaranteeing the
right to an abortion in the Florida Constitution. Look for these on social media! We must
stop the war on women!

Fundraising will, of course, be part of our job this year. Fill an old plastic water bottle
with the coins you’'ve been accumulating! (Have you started yours yet? It'll fund lots of
stamps and postcards!) Find and support local BLUE businesses, and they will help



support us. Imprint merchandise with our logos and messages and get them out in the
community. Offer a Banned Books basket as a raffle prize. Lots of practical ideas were
shared!

Check out the DWCF YouTube channel. It offers many trainings and useful videos that
you might enjoy and learn from.

The DWCF won a Golden Notebook Award and national citation for the work our
organization did in collecting the necessary petitions to get Amendment 4 on the
November ballot.

Remember that “Not Everything that is faced can be changed, but Nothing can be
changed until it is faced.” We are facing tremendous opposition this year, but we will
continue to work together and help turn Florida BLUE!

Donna Dennis
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Pinellas Democrats 2024 Poll Watcher sign-up

The Florida Democratic Party is in the process of organizing each county's Voter Protection
Team, and a huge part of the effort is Poll Watching. The Republicans have made poll
watching a RNC priority; it’s on us to match it.

Below is a link to the form for volunteers to sign up and the information from the Supervisor
of Elections. You can share this with others.

Pinellas Democrats 2024 Poll Watcher sign up form

By completing this form you will be adding your name to the list that will be submitted to
the Pinellas Supervisor of Elections by the DEC chair for our August and November
elections. We will keep you informed as the elections draw nearer, and will be holding
informational meetings to prepare and make sure everyone feels confident in their role.

Get your form submitted now to ensure meeting the deadlines for designating Poll
Watchers.

Poll Watcher Deadlines:
August 20, 2024 Primary Election -

= Early Voting Deadline: Prior to NOON, July 27

= Election Day Deadline: Prior to NOON, August 6
November 5, 2024 General Election -

= Early Voting Deadline: Prior to NOON, October 7

= Election Day Deadline: Prior to NOON, October 22

Procedures and Forms for Designation of Poll Watchers - Section 101.131, Florida Statutes

= The deadline to submit Early Voting poll watcher designations is PRIOR
TO NOON (12:00 p.m.) at least 14 days before early voting begins.

= The deadline to submit Election Day poll watcher designations is PRIOR
TO NOON (12:00 p.m.) the second Tuesday preceding the election.

= The deadline for designating early voting poll watchers is at least 14 days prior
to the start of early voting; the deadline for designating election day poll
watchers is PRIORTO NOON THE SECOND TUESDAY preceding the election.

= A poll watcher must be a Pinellas County registered voter.

= No candidate, sheriff, deputy sheriff, police officer, or other law
enforcement officer may be designated as a poll watcher. Candidates
CANNOT serve as poll workers if they are opposed in an election.

= FORMS CANNOT BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE DEADLINE


https://forms.gle/EZH5WXg2UwVzCkzPA







LEGISLATIVE REPORT

Use these links to find representatives, review bills and analyses: flsenate.gov,
myfloridahouse.gov

The 2024 legislative session ended on March 8. See the April newsletter for a text
summary of the bills passed/good, passed/bad, not passed/good, not passed/bad.

As legislative liaison, | attended zoom meetings during the session where leads for
various bill categories would report on the bills that they were following. We decided
whether to support or oppose the bills. Alerts were generated for some of them,
encouraging people to contact the legislators. Our chair, Dr. Spano, maintained a
spreadsheet to capture comments/position.

I had written software to scrape the websites and create a spreadsheet containing
information on each bill. | wrote additional software to incorporate Dr. Spano’s
spreadsheet. Many bills are related to each other which made studying the data
somewhat difficult. A House bill would have a companion bill in the Senate, for example.
| updated my software to group related bills together. There are 1903 bills, 672 ‘groups’,
and 227 bills not in any group (like Jimmy Buffet Day). | made assumptions on position in
Dr. Spano’s data for bills in the same group, which was helpful. | don’t think the
spreadsheet made available to me had all of the position cells filled out, so | made a few
of my own assessments (good/bad) too.

For those willing to accept information overload, the spreadsheet can be found at the
following link:

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1P8b8nXWzsfcrrcuRBvjJnpZ9z28muhdM/edit?u
sp=sharing&ouid=105103654553308080498&rtpof=true&sd=true

not passed/bad 55
not passed/good 29
passed/bad 34
passed/good 22

Jean Greenawalt
May 26, 2024


http://flsenate.gov/
http://myfloridahouse.gov/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1P8b8nXWzsfcrrcuRBvjJnpZ9z28muhdM/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105103654553308080498&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1P8b8nXWzsfcrrcuRBvjJnpZ9z28muhdM/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=105103654553308080498&rtpof=true&sd=true

CANDIDATES

Bryan Beckman

BryanBeckmanFL.com

| filed paperwork to run for Florida State House - District
58. | came to this decision after seeing Florida laws
passed that are focused on culture wars and taking
away our freedoms, instead of addressing real family
issues.

Kim Berfield, the current District 58 representative, and
her policies are at the center of our problems. She has been too focused on the priorities of big
corporation lobbyists and her friends in Tallahassee, and not focused on lowering costs for
families and preserving our freedoms. She continues to line her pockets with money from
lobbyists.

Unlike my opponent, | will focus on practical, balanced solutions. Unlike my opponent, | will
NOT accept huge sums of money from INSURANCE and other lobbyists that prevent good
solutions, or special interest groups that contribute to price gouging families.

Eileen Long
Pinellas County School Board

https://www.eileenlong2024.com/

Eileen M. Long is finishing her second term on the board
representing the north Pinellas District 4. She filed for
reelection in April.

DeSantis has named Long as one of 14 school board
members statewide he says he’ll target for defeat in
2024.

Long was elected to the School Board in 2016. Prior to her

election to the School Board, Mrs. Long’s teaching career
spanned 34 years. She began her career in Hillsborough County and has served as an
educator in Pinellas County Schools for 32 years, in middle schools, teaching students
with special needs and in dropout prevention programs.


http://bryanbeckmanfl.com/
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I NOTEWORTHY ELECTION NEWS

Nyayieka, lvy. “More Florida voters switch to no party.” Tampa Bay Times, May 5,
2024,https://enewspaper.tampabay.com/infinity/article_popover_share.aspx?guid=8af63d
e0-ce62-4441-9207-4e57be99f405&share=true

In Florida, both Republicans and Democrats have lost hundreds of thousands of voters
who have decided to become unaffiliated with either party.

The majority of women who switched — some 149,000 voters — came from the Democratic
Party.

Cohn, Nate. “The Shaky Foundation of Trump’s Lead: Disengaged Voters.” New York
Times, May 25, 2024, https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/24/upshot/trump-biden-polls-
voters.html?unlocked_article_code=1.u00.370d.sRFtkY1aSbgk&smid=url-share

In the battleground states, Democratic-leaning irregular voters are far less likely to identify
as liberal. They’re much less likely to say abortion and democracy are the most important
issues, and instead they’re far likelier to cite the economy.

Less engaged Democratic-leaning voters have distinct political views, and they get their
political information from different sources. Even if the Biden campaign can reach these
voters, it is not a given that they will return to the Democratic fold.

Lerer, Lisa and Dias, Elizabeth. “Hillary Clinton Has Some Tough Words for
Democrats, and for Women.” May 27, 2024,
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/25/us/politics/hillary-clinton-
abortion.html?unlocked_article_code=1.vEO0.I-28.50jXEnkRuOgN&smid=url-share

In an interview for a forthcoming book, Mrs. Clinton also suggested that if Donald Trump
won in November “we may never have another actual election.”
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TO ORDER YARD SIGNS THROUGH PINELLAS COUNTY DEMS






MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS!

All members of the DWCUP are also members of the DWCF
(Democratic Women'’s Club of Florida). Please go to the website,
www.dwcf.org, and get registered, create a password and take a look at all
the features of the organization. There is a special members section as well.
Get an idea of what’s going on with other clubs in the state, the Florida
Democratic Party, and so much more!

DWCUP Annual Membership Dues: $25
Get the best deals with a tiered membership!

PLATINUM MEMBERS:
3 Years for $70

SILVER MEMBERS:
5 Years for $100

O GOLD MEMBERS:
Member for Life $250

Pay your membership dues here:
dwcup.com/donate

NEXT MONTH'S MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

Monday, July 22, 2024 at 12pm
Location: Clearwater East Library, 2465 Drew St.


https://www.dwcf.org
http://dwcup.com/donate
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