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MEMBERSHIP MEETING: 
Monday, February 26, 2024 at 12pm 

Location: Clearwater East Library, 2465 Drew St. 
Snacks available 

GUEST SPEAKERS 

Marva W. McWhite, President 
NAACP Clearwater/Upper Pinellas 

Linda Brewton, Membership Chair 
NAACP Clearwater/Upper Pinellas 

Marva Wingfield McWhite was born in Leesburg 
Georgia, located on the outskirts of Albany. She 
moved to Clearwater as a teenager.  

Marva’s professional career includes a 30-year 
tenure at general telephone company GTE, now 
Verizon. With her tenacity to make equal rights a 
forum in the workforce, she was instrumental in  

helping to set precedents by challenging GTE to include the realm of 
diversity in their day-to-day operations as well as management levels 
of the company.  

After retiring from GTE, she traveled across country with her spouse 
as members of the National Association of Black Rvers. She later 
joined United Information Technology where she trained Verizon and 
other telecommunication personnel. Marva then worked for Ceridian in 
St. Petersburg, where she was a proud charter member of their 
Diversity Team, Community Volunteer Team, and Toastmasters Club 
serving as founder and Charter President.  

Marva’s community service includes Life member NAACP,  District 
Directress, Civil Liberties, Region IV, Improved Benevolent Protective 
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Order of Elk of The World, serving Florida, Georgia, North Carolina, 
South Carolina, and Puerto Rico. Member, (VP) Bee Happy Club, 
Worthy Matron, Goodloe Chapter #42 OES,  and member of Mount 
Carmel Baptist Church in  Clearwater. 
 
Marva has one favorite daughter, Yolanda Goodloe, and one favorite 
son, Sheldon Goodloe. She also has seven favorite grandchildren and 
ten favorite great grandchildren. 
 
 
 

 
Linda Brewton has a lifetime of caring, sharing  
and giving to others.  
 
She retired from Alliant Tech Systems after thirty-
eight years as a Senior Acquisition Specialist. 
Linda organized and managed the Electronic 
Supply Chain Cost Reduction Management Group 
out of Salt Lake City Utah, and part of the NASA 

Shuttle Program.  
 
She is a graduate of Clearwater High School, attended  St Petersburg 
Jr. College and the University of South Florida, and graduated from the 
University  of Phoenix in Supply Chain Management.  
 
Linda is the owner Of Grand Mond House of Fashions in 
Clearwater, and an event and wedding planner/designer.  
 
She served as a Chaplain to Sunset Pointe Rehabilitation and Nursing 
Home for ten years, (now Sand Key Health Center). Linda was Youth 
Director for thirty-five years to The First South Florida Missionary 
Baptist  Association, also President of Mission Society, and Church 
Musician.  
 
Linda has one daughter, Terri, two awesome grandsons, and five great 
grands. 
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It’s crunch time for our local municipal elections. Much of my time 
lately has been devoted to working with other club members and 
active Dems on the Clearwater election coming up on March 19th. 
Never in my memory has there been such a profound significance 
to the mayoral and city council elections. 
  
Kathleen Beckman will make a truly positive change in the future of 
Clearwater as its mayor. She is a thoughtful, respectful leader with 
a track record of fiscally sound decisions. She devotes full-time 
attention to this part-time position. She speaks to every Clearwater 
voter she can and listens to them well.  
 
I’m also supporting Mark Bunker for Seat 2 and Javante Scott for 

Seat 3. I just watched the forum on Spectrum channel 638, and for those of you who are Clearwater 
voters, try to catch a rebroadcast of this forum (on the city YouTube channel). Thursday evening, 
Feb. 8th is the mayoral forum at 6pm in the Main Library City Council Chamber. Attend or watch that 
as well. The differences between the candidates are so clear. 
 
If you have time to help with our local and other elections, we need your help at the North Pinellas 
Democratic Outreach office (1402 MLK Ave, Clearwater). Kathleen Keohane, our club treasurer and 
the Chair of District 58, is overseeing the lit drops happening currently for our local races. I learned 
how to use the REACH app and was able to reach out to all the Dems and NPAs in my precinct. It’s 
easier to use than any previous political contact method. And if I can do it, so can you. It’s easy to 
learn and takes minimal effort. 
 
We’re also paying close attention to the outcome of today’s arguments on the Abortion Referendum 
before the Florida Supreme Court. We won’t get the decision until April, but we know that this issue is 
of paramount importance for women in Florida. When it’s on the ballot, Democrats win, as well as all 
the women of child-bearing age! 
 
This month is Black History Month. I find this particularly important this year, as the frontrunner for 
President in the Republican party has demonstrated his thinly veiled racism with dog whistles to his 
base. You don’t need me to list his many ugly comments on the subject, but the vitriol is getting 
worse. We must defeat him! I’m looking forward to hearing representatives from the North Pinellas 
NAACP speak with us about working together this year to make this happen. 
 
I want to take a moment of personal privilege to thank the new officers. They are already working 
diligently and learning the ropes of the DWCUP. I have to be on top of my game just to keep up! Let’s 
all give our utmost to help Democrats at all levels be successful this year!  
 
Donna Dennis 
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DWCUP January 2024 Meeting Recap 
 

Our January meeting was a great opportunity for us to hear from 
local Democrats running for office in Pinellas County.  
 
We heard from two candidates for US Congress, District 13,  
Whitney Fox and Mark Weinkrantz. Their primary will be in August. 
Both have websites outlining their platforms. 
 

 
Javante Scott is a candidate for Seat 3 on the Clearwater City Council. He 
outlined his vision for Clearwater. He was born and raised in Clearwater, received 
his B.S. in Public Policy and Administration from St. Petersburg College, and is 
an employee of the city in the Neighborhood Services Department. 
 
Javante has put forth practical ideas addressing the issues of housing, economic 
development and diversity, infrastructure, youth opportunities, protecting our 

environment, and city employment. If elected, he will carry his understanding oof the city into 
being a full-time council member serving Clearwater.  

 

Beth Davis spoke on behalf of DWCUP member, Kathleen Beckman, candidate 
for Mayor of Clearwater, who was on official business at the time of the 
meeting. Elected to the City Council in 2020, Kathleen’s work in the city and on 
the boards she serves on, represent her many passions including advocating 
for Clearwater residents and neighborhoods, our environment, small business 
innovation, housing solutions, and driving down costs for city operations, 

businesses, and residents. 
 
As the next Mayor of Clearwater, Kathleen is committed to bringing real results to residents. 
Whether it’s reducing costs, improving neighborhoods, or ensuring transparency of tax dollar 
spending, she has shown that she can get things done and that's exactly who we need 
leading our city. 
 
We are also urged to vote NO on the Clearwater Referendum. 
 
 

UPDATES 



Our keynote speaker was Charlie Justice, Pinellas County Commissioner. 
He discussed the functions of the county commission, which are far more 
complicated and diverse than most of us realize. In short, “We buy stuff 
and we build stuff,” overseeing a budget of $3.8 million.  
 
There are over 100,000 jobs in Pinellas County in the hospitality industry 
and bed tax receipts of about $100 million last year. This enables many of 
the projects the county undertakes. There was also discussion of the new 

county center, which will be on Ulmerton Road, east of 19. It will be interesting to see what 
decisions are made regarding the current county buildings in Clearwater.  
 
At the meeting, the 2024 club officers were introduced and presented with their new 
nametags. The only downer was the inability to get the Zoom component working. My 
apologies to those of you who attempted to tune in. We are working to rectify this problem so 
you can join us in future meetings. 
 
 
DWCF Annual Gala Fundraiser 
 

DWCUP was well-represented at the Cuban 
Club in Ybor City on January 20. 
 
Left to right, Polly Kraus, Lorena Grizzle, 
Donna Dennis, Cora Kostka, Mary and 
Shelby Freeman. 



 

 

DISTRICT 58 
 
We are in CRUNCH TIME. Assembling 5,000 bags of candidate literature and election information 
and getting them on Clearwater doors by February 17 is a Herculean task, but I believe we are up to 
it. I've had more than a few challenges trying to organize this project and keep it on track. But as of 
this writing, we will have 2500 lit bags ready to go. I have not yet finished the walk lists to accompany 
them, but they will be done and ready to hand out on February 7 when lit drop will begin. 
 
We are targeting our drops to areas where it will have the most impact, and we are collaborating with 
our candidates to do this. Obviously, they know best where they have concentrated their 
canvassing/mailing and where they would like us to concentrate our efforts. 
 
We need a lot of labor to complete this project. We need assemblers to spend a few hours at the 
North County office stuffing bags. It's (almost) enjoyable work as you sit and chat with your 
colleagues. Drop in any time this week to bag lit or assemble walk packets for lit droppers. 
 
North County Office - 1402 N. MLK Ave, Clearwater, FL 33755.  
Office hours are: 
Monday: 12:30-3:30 pm 
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday: 12-4 pm 
Friday: 9-4 pm 
 
We need many lit droppers too! Please sign up for Lit Dropping on Mobilize. 
https://www.mobilize.us/ 
 
The dates run from February 7 through Saturday, February 17 when mail ballots will be in mailboxes.  
 
Click on this link to sign up: Lit drop in Clearwater for the March Municipals · Pinellas County 
Democrats (mobilize.us)  You will pick up a map with a list number for a turf of 75+/- doors - ideally, in 
your own precinct or one nearby.  
 
Since we will not be able to reach many hundreds of inaccessible homes - gated homes, 
condos, apartments and mobile home parks -  we will use the phone app, REACH to send 
these voters prepared GOTV texts.  
 
Come into the office on Wednesday afternoon between noon and 4 PM to learn one-on-one from 
Beth Davis how to use this app. There is someone who can help you every day of the week. Using 
REACH is surprisingly simple- easier to use than MiniVAN or a virtual phone bank. We will be using it 
specifically for texting in the next six weeks. No manual message copying or entering phone 
numbers. If you would like to text your precinct, come into the office this Wednesday afternoon from 
noon - 4 when Beth is there. I promise you will leave knowing how to text using REACH! 
 
We will meet in person at the North County office for our February district meeting on 
Tuesday, February 13 at 6:30 PM. NOTE the time change. We will keep the meeting to one 
hour.  

DISTRICT REPORTS/UPDATES 
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For those who cannot attend in person, here is the Zoom link: 
 
Time: Feb 13, 2024 06:30 PM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/3836071490?pwd=dktiRVVGdFRYMGRaTWNnbzcya0Y1dz09&omn=
89532190219 
 
Meeting ID: 383 607 1490 
Passcode: 635329 
 
Thank you!  

Kathleen Keohane 
District 58 
610-348-6834 
 
       
DISTRICT 59 
 
District 59 meets the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  
 
This month the meeting is: 
February 13th at 6 PM 
at Seminole Community Library - 9200 113th St N, Seminole, FL 33772. 
 
We will have at least two candidates speaking, Whitney Fox and Mark Weinkrantz, who are running 
for Congressional House Seat 13 to replace Anna Paulina Luna.  
 
We will briefly go over MiniVan and Reach apps. 
 
Please text me (727) 709-9469 if you’d like to help us canvass or phone bank for Pinellas Park 
Precincts 261 and 267, on Saturday February 10th from 2-4 PM.  
 
Phone banking from your house will be available too! The more the merrier!  
 
Dems Win When WE Show UP! Help get out the voters! 
 
Thank you!  

Polly Kraus 
District 59 
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Jan Walton
Stamp



 
Use these links to review all bills and analyses: flsenate.gov, myfloridahouse.gov 
 
Use this link to view weekly update videos on Fridays, and videos of proceedings: 
thefloridachannel.org 

 
DWCF legislative liaison zoom meetings every week. There are plenty of bills! The team has focused 
on the following: 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

http://flsenate.gov/
http://myfloridahouse.gov/
http://thefloridachannel.org/


 
 
 
 



 
 
Jean Greenawalt 
As of February 1, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 



PLATINUM MEMBERS:
3 Years for $70

SILVER MEMBERS:
5 Years for $100

GOLD MEMBERS:
Member for Life $250

MEMBERSHIP OPTIONS!
All members of the DWCUP are also members of the DWCF

(Democratic Women’s Club of Florida). Please go to the website,
www.dwcf.org, and get registered, create a password and take a look at all 

the features of the organization. There is a special members section as well. 
Get an idea of what’s going on with other clubs in the state, the Florida 

Democratic Party, and so much more!

DWCUP Annual Membership Dues: $25
Get the best deals with a tiered membership!

Pay your membership dues here:
dwcup.com/donate

NEXT MONTH'S MEMBERSHIP MEETING:

Monday, March 25, 2024 at 12pm
Location: Clearwater East Library, 2465 Drew St.

https://www.dwcf.org
http://dwcup.com/donate
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