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ADVANCED ARTICLE USAGE
(12 IMPORTANT RULES other than the rules given in ‘Chemical Grammar’)

Rule 1:

A (AN) can be used like the word "per".

Examples:
Apples currently cost $1.30 a pound.
Cheetahs can run 60 miles an hour.
You want $150 a person for the tour?

Rule 2:

Comparative forms, such as "bigger", "better", "more" can be used with both A(AN) and THE
and follow general article usage.
Examples:

guaro, the-baebab) =
nt, the lowland gorilla) < _* -~
. [ ulb) ‘

Oncologists are doctors who sp

There are several medications
HOWEVER: There are some illnesses which require

the measles

the flu

the mumps

the bubonic plague
MOREOVER: There are a few health conditions or illnesses which can be used with both A(AN) as
well as THE and follow general article use. This category includes most aches, pains, growths, and
attacks.

a cold

a heart attack

a stroke

a wart / tumor / growth / etc.

a sore throat / sore back/ sore foot / etc.

a headache / toothache / backache / etc.
REMEMBER: This last category follows general article use. Study the examples below
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Examples:
John has a cold. The cold was pretty bad.
Nancy had a heart attack. The heart attack seriously weakened her heart.
Deb had a sore throat. The sore throat made it hard to talk.

Rule 5:

If a direction (north, west, southeast, left, right) directly follows a verb, do not use an article
with the direction.
Examples:
We need to walk south.
They drove north all day.
At the stop sign, turn left and walk three blocks.
HOWEVER: If a direction follows a preposition, you must use THE.
Examples:

We need tolwalk to

MOREOVER: Use THE
cultural regions.
Examples:

rring to them as special geographic or

Examples
t

7 2

0 vacation in Flori
origi

door

The organization helps
The poor need our hel e
REMEMBER: This is especially importa f nic.g nd their

languages might be confused. In such sit about
the nationality or ethnic group rather than the langue b
Examples: ¢

| like French. (Language) - g

| like the French. (The French people)
The English love their country. (The + language + Plural Verb)
Pakistan win by two wickets. (Pakistan = Team members)
HOWEVER: When generalizing about nationalities or ethnic groups that end in "-ans", such as
"Americans”, "Mexicans", and "Hawaiians", THE is not used.
Examples:
Americans watch a lot of TV.
Germans drink a lot of beer.
Rule 8:
Do not use THE with the names of most countries unless the name contains aword such as
"States", "Kingdom", "Republic", "Emirates", "Union", "Coast", etc.
Examples:
| love Italy.
John used to live in Japan.
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He lives in the United States.

SIMILARLY: Don't use THE with states, provinces, and cities unless THE is specifically part of the
name or contains a word such as "Territory" or "Coast".

Examples:

He lives in California.

Ladakh is in Kashmir.

The Northwest Territories is a province in Canada.
EXCEPTIONS: THE is used with "the Netherlands" as well as with many nations which are island
chains, such as "the Philippines", "the Maldives", "the Bahamas", etc. Additionally, in the past, THE
was used with certain countries such as "the Sudan”, "the Gambia", and "the Congo"; this usage is
becoming less common.
Examples:

He lives in.the Netherlar
| visited the Bahamas las
Rule 9: 'y |

Use THE with the names of:
Oceans

the Sun, the
extraordinary

Examples:

Do not use an article with the names of:
Individual lakes, Individual islands
Beaches, Waterfalls
Individual mountains (except the Matterhorn)
Canyons (except the Grand Canyon)

People’s first names
Streets (except the High Street), Public squares
Hospitals

Stadiums

Malls

Parks

Churches

Temples
Universities
Colleges
Languages
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Religions
Days
Months
Holidays
Examples:

Have you ever visited Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris?

Kenta is Buddhist.

We went camping in King's Canyon.
HOWEVER: There are additional exceptions to some of the above categories. For example, THE is
often used in the pattern "the ... of ...". Check the rule given on page 35 of Chemical Grammar
Examples:

The University of Colorado

The Temple of Ran

[ ikl N

Sometimes ‘Time expressions’ confuse us. THE is used in some time expressions such as:
in the morni
in the aftern
in the eveni

HOWEVER:
at night, at n
all night
all month
every month
every year
last night
last Friday
yesterday
tomorrow

Examples:

Did you sleep well last night?
I'll see you tomorrow.
We are meeting for lunch at noon.

MOREOVER: There are some expressions which can take both A (AN) and THE such as:
a/the whole day
a/the whole month
an/the entire year
an/the entire decade

Examples:

He spent a whole month in Hawaii. | wish | could do that.
| took last Friday off to go to the doctor. | spent the whole day sitting in his
office.
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For MCAT material help
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7. For 100% success in MDCA
Salman ul Waheed for the
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