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September Newsletter

Dear Parent/Carers,
Firstly, we would like to welcome all our new children and families starting with us this term! We hope everyone has had a lovely summer break. We would like to say how pleased we are with how well the children have all settled. We are seeing some lovely friendships forming and all the children are happily exploring the activities available to them.
We are so proud of how all the children have settled in. You are all doing amazing!

Important News
A little reminder that if unforeseen circumstances arise and your child needs to be collected by another adult, we will ask for your password. Prior notice MUST be given at drop off in the morning or by verbal conversation via phone by the child’s parent/carer BEFORE the end of session. The safety of the children is paramount. 
If any contact numbers, address or email’s have changed over the holidays, please let a member of staff know so we can give you a change of details form and we can then amend our records, thank you.
If your child/children are unwell, we ask that they remain at home until they are well in themselves. This will help us reduce the spread of viruses. If your child/children have sickness or diarrhoea, they will need to remain off for 48 hours after their last bout. Please can you notify us as soon as possible of any absences as I have to record them all and it is also for safeguarding. If we haven’t heard from you by 9:30am of why your child isn’t in setting, we will make contact, first by text message and if still no response we will then try to call you. If this fails, we will then email and ring the other numbers you have given us as emergency contacts. If we are still unable to contact someone, a home visit will be carried out.
We also wanted to remind you that your Pre-school children will be called in to the doctors to have their Pre-school injections. When you child has these injections, they will have to remail from the setting for 24 hours after having it in case they have a reaction.
Please can all beakers/water bottles from home be clearly labelled with your child’s name. As we are a setting that promotes healthy choices, please can we ask that you only send in water for your child to drink or very weak squash. Once they have drank what you send them in with, we can only refill with water.
We would also like to remind you that we are a nut free setting. Please avoid sending your child in with any nut-based products.

General Information
Please can all coats, bags and clothes be clearly labelled with your child’s name, so that they don’t get sent home with the wrong child. Having your child’s items named will help staff as we now share some of our pegs with 1 of the Reception classes.
A little reminder about Tapestry! We aim to do one observation a week on all children when you first start, but as the EYFS has now changed it will be just WOW moments that you see as the new guidance is for staff to be playing more and not worrying about taking pictures constantly. You will mostly get one big observation once a month. Please make sure you can log into your child’s Tapestry account. Tapestry is for you to use too! You can comment on the observations, and you can also upload your own fun at home, which we are looking forward to seeing. If you are having any issues with using Tapestry, please speak to a member of staff.
We will still be using Sage to invoice all parents. Invoices are sent out monthly. The invoice will include the date that it needs to be settled by. I also want to remind you that there is now a late fee payment if payment hasn’t been paid by the date stated. If you need to discuss payments, please speak to Nicki. 
This term will be following the topic of All About Me and Autumn. Over the next couple of weeks, we would like you to send some photos in with your child of family members that are important to them. These will be going on a display, and we will be talking to the children about their pictures. For our Autumn topic, we will be investigating the world around us and exploring changing colours. We will be counting conkers, leaf printing and tasting harvest foods. If you are out on walks and find any natural objects that you would like to bring in for the children to look at/collage with, that would be great.
The colder days will soon be upon us therefore can we please ask that the children have some extra layers and coats for outside play, clearly labelled with their names in thank you.
Natalie will be leaving us at the end of September as Claire has now returned from Maternity leave. Natalie is working closely with Claire and if Natalie was your child’s key person, Claire will now be taking on that role of Key person. We hope you will join us in wishing Natalie all the best as she leaves us. 
We are looking for Parents that would be willing to join our Committee. The Committee helps with fundraising, expenditures within the setting and works closely with the manager to oversee the setting. If we do not have enough Committee members, we are unable to operate, and the setting would have to close. You can be as involved as much or as little as you can. The Committee meets at least 3 times a year and holds an AGM yearly. If you are interested in finding out more about joining the Committee, please speak to Nicki.
We will be open for an extra 4 days in October as the school break up Friday 17th October and return on Monday 3rd November.
Healthy Eating
The guidance that we follow in the EYFS framework as changed around healthy eating. I wanted to give you some ideas of what to put in your child’s lunch box:
· A healthy Sandwich/bagel/roll/wrap/Pitta Bread with healthy fillings like: Ham/Cheese/Chicken/Tuna/Turkey/Egg
· Crackers/Bread sticks/Cheese straws/Rice cakes
· Cucumber batons/Carrot batons/Pepper sticks/Lettuce/Spinach/Chopped Tomatoes/Cheese Strings/Baby Bell/Celery Sticks
· Fruit can include Cut up Grapes/Blueberries/Apples/Pears/Bananas/Melon/Raspberries
· Hummus/Avocado/Cheese Dip/Greek Yoghurt Dip
· A handful of Baked crisps/Dried Vegetables/Dried Fruit
· Yoghurts
· 1 treat like a Rich Tea Biscuit/a Small Cake


Please can we ask that you don’t send your child in with Chocolate Spread as we are a nut free setting and most Chocolate Spreads contain Hazelnuts. We also ask that you send your child in with fillings that are not full of sugar.


Dates for your diaries
We break up for half term on Thursday 23rd October and we return on Tuesday 4th November.
We will soon be starting to design Christmas cards that you will be able to order. (More information to follow).
AGM- date to be confirmed.
If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff. We are looking forward to a wonderful term with both familiar faces and new ones!

Kind Regards
Nicki, Georgina, Sarah, Colleen, Hannah, Claire and Natalie.
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