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Law 21.1 Mode of Delivery

(a) The umpire shall ascertain whether the bowler 

intends to bowl right handed or left handed, and 

whether over or round the wicket, and shall so

inform the striker.

It is unfair if the bowler fails to notify the umpire 

of a changein his mode of delivery.  In this case, 

the umpire shall call and signal No ball.

(b) Underarm bowling shall not be permittedexcept 

by special agreement prior to the start of the match.
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Over the Wicket
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Round the Wicket
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Law 21.2 Fair Delivery - the Arm

For a delivery to be fairin respect of the arm the ball 

must not be thrown.  
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Although it is the primary responsibility of the strikerôs 

end umpire to ensure the fairness of a delivery in this 

respect, there is nothing in this Law to debar the 

bowlerôs end umpire from calling and signalling No ball 

if he considers that the ball has been thrown.
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Law 21.3 Fair Delivery - the Arm
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(a) If, in the opinion of either umpire, the ball has 

been thrown, or unless permitted by 

agreement, bowled under arm he shall call and 

signal No ball.

Warn the bowler (FIRST AND FINAL) when the 

ball is dead.  

This caution shall apply throughout the innings.

Inform the other umpire, the batsmen at the 

wicket, the captain of the fielding side and, as 

soon as practicable, the captain of the batting 

side of what has occurred.
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Law 21.3 Definition of Fair Delivery ï

the Arm

ÁA ball is fairly deliveredin respect of the arm if, once the 

bowlerôs arm has reached the level of the shoulder in the 

delivery swing,the elbow joint is not straightened partially 

or completely from that point until the ball has left the 

hand. 

ÁThis definition shall not debar a bowler from flexing or 

rotating the wrist in the delivery swing.
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Law 21.3 Fair Delivery - the Arm

If either umpireconsiders that after such caution, a 
further delivery by the same bowler in that innings 
is thrown, or bowled underarm, the bowlerôs end 
umpire concerned shall:

Direct the Fielding Captain to take bowler off. 
Balls left in over to be completed by another 
bowler. 

Bowler suspended not to bowl in innings. 

Inform and Report.
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The elbow may be bent, 

provided it is not then straightened
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Law 21.4 Bowler throwing towards 

Strikerôs end before delivery

If the bowler throws the ball towards the strikerôs end 

before entering his delivery stride,either umpire shall 

call and signal No ball.  

See Law 41.17 (Batsmen stealing a run).

However, the procedure stated above of caution, 

informing, final warning, action against the bowler 

and reporting shall not apply.
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Law 21.5 Fair Delivery - the Feet
For a delivery to be fair in respect of 
the feet, in the delivery stride

Back foot must land within and not 
touching the Return crease

Front foot must land with some part of 
the foot (whether grounded or raised) 
behind the Popping crease and

on the same side of the imaginary line 
joining the middle stumps

If the umpire at the bowler's end is not 
satisfied that both of these conditions 
have been met, he shall call and signal

No ball
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NO BALL - BACK FOOT

Back Foot 

must land           

INSIDE & NOT 

TOUCH 

the Return Crease
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Popping Crease

NO BALL - FRONT FOOT

Some part of the Front Foot

GROUNDED or RAISED must

be behind the POPPING CREASE 

AND

on the same side of middle stump
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Law 21.6 No Ball ïBowler breaking 

wicket in delivery

ÅEITHER  umpire shall call and signal No ball, if 

the ball is delivered (and if the non-striker is not 

dismissed under Law 41.16 Non-striker leaving 

his/her ground early).

ÅIncludes ANY CLOTHING OR OTHER 

OBJECT falling from his person and breaking 

wicket.

ÅIf the ball is not delivered, the Umpire shall call 

Dead ball if not a successful Run out.

Apply Law 20.4.2.8, 20.4.2.9 and 21.12, if applicable.
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Law 21.7 Ball bouncing more than 

once, rolling along the 

ground or pitching off the 

pitch

The umpire at the bowlerôsend shall call and signal No ball

if a ball which he considers to have been delivered, without

having previously touched the bat or person of the striker:

bounces more than ONCE

or rolls along the ground

before it reaches the Popping crease.
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Law 21.7 Ball bouncing more than 

once, rolling along the 

ground or pitching off the 

pitch

ÅPitches wholly or partially off the pitch as 

defined in Law 6.1 (Area of pitch) before it 

reaches the line of the strikerôs wicket.When 

a non-turf pitch is being used, this will apply to 

any ball that wholly or partially pitches off the 

artificial surface.
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Law 21.8 Ball coming to rest in front 

of the Striker's wicket

If a ball delivered by the bowler comes to rest in

front of the line of the strikerôs wicket, without 

having touched the bat or person of the striker, 

the umpire shall call and signal No ball and 

immediately call and signal Dead ball.
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Law 21.9  No Ball ïFielder intercepting

If ball delivered by bowler makes contact 

with any part of a fielderôs person before it 

makes contact with striker OR passes the 

strikerôs wicket

Umpire to call No ball immediately followed 

by Dead ball. 

33

ACO

MCC Laws of Cricket 2017 Code



Law 21.11 No Ball ïInfringement of 

other Laws

CALL NO BALL IFé

ÅLaw 27.3 Position of wicket-keeper

ÅLaw 28.4 Limitation of on side fielders

ÅLaw 28.5 Fielders not to encroach on pitch

ÅLaw 41.6 Bowling of dangerous and unfair short-

pitched bowling

ÅLaw 41.7 Bowling of dangerous and unfair non-

pitching deliveries

ÅLaw 41.8 Bowling of deliberate front foot No ball 
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NO BALL - Encroachment by the Wicket Keeper

Wicket Keeper must not 

Encroach until:

ÅThe ball passes the 

wicket or

ÅThe ball hits the bat or 

person of the striker or

ÅStriker attempts a run
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Encroachment by the wicket-keeper 
36



Encroachment by the wicket-keeper 
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NO BALL - Leg Side Restriction

Maximum of Two

Fielders behind the

Popping Crease on 

the Leg Side
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More than 2 behind Square Leg
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NO BALL - Encroachment by a Fielder

10 Ft

22 Yds

Fielder must not Encroach until

ÅBall passes the bat or

ÅBall touches the bat or

ÅBall touches the striker

40
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Fielder Encroaches - No ball
41



Law 21.12  Revoking a call of No ball

An umpire shall revoke the call of No ball if the ball does not 

leave the bowler's hand for any reason.

An umpire shall revoke the call of No ball if Dead ball is 

called under Law 20

(Umpire calling and signalling Dead ball )
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Law 21.16  No ball ïRuns resulting 

from No ball

The one Penalty run is scored as No ball extras and 

debited to bowler.

If other penalty runs awarded under Laws, scored as 

Penalty runs (Law 41.18)

Plus any runs completed by batsmen or boundaries are 

credited to striker if ball struck by bat.

If not struck by bat, scored as Byes or Leg Byes, as 

appropriate.
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No Ball to over-ride Wide.

Ball not Dead when No ball called.

Penalty of 1 run for No ball in addition to other runs, 

even if batsman is dismissed.
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21.15 Out from a No ball

When No ball has been called, neither batsman shall be 

out under any of the Laws except:

34 (Hit the ball twice) 

37 (Obstructing the field) 

38 (Run out)

(These Dismissals are not credited to the bowler)
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Law 22.1 Judging a Wide

The umpire shall adjudge a Wide if according to the 

definition below, in his opinion: 

» the ball passes wide of the striker where he is standing 

and:

» would also have passed wide of him standing in a 

normal guard position.
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Law 22.1 Judging a Wide

The ball will be 

considered as 

passing wide of the 

striker unless it is 

sufficiently within his 

reach for him to be 

able to hit it with his 

bat by means of a 

normal cricket 

stroke.
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Picture 23

Out of Reach of the Striker
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Picture 24

Out of Reach of the Striker - How Far?
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Picture 26

Out of Reach of the Striker - Too High!!
Out of Reach of the Striker - Too High??

No Ball - See Law 42.6
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Law 22.2 Call and signal of Wide ball

» If the umpire adjudges a delivery to be a Wide he 

shall call and signal Wide ball as soon as the ball 

passes the strikerôs wicket.

» It shall, however, be considered to have been a 

Wide from the instant the bowler entered his delivery 

stride even though it cannot be called Wide until it 

passes the strikerõs wicket.
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Picture 25
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Law 22.3 Wide ball ïRevoking the 

call of Wide

» The umpire shall revoke the callof Wide 

ball if there is then any contact between 

the ball and the strikerôs bat or person.

» The umpire shall revoke the callof Wide 

ball if a delivery is called a No ball.

See Law 24.13 (No ball to over-ride Wide).
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Law 22.4 Delivery not a Wide

The umpire shall NOT adjudge a 
delivery as being a Wide if the 
striker, by moving, either:

causes the ball to pass wide of 
him, as defined above

or brings the ball sufficiently 
within his reach to be able to hit it 
with his bat by means of a normal 
cricket stroke.

OR if the ball touches the strikerôs 
bat or person as the ball passes 
the striker
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Judging a Wide

55

CHK Playing Conditions

a) Umpires are instructed to apply very strict and 

consistent interpretation in regard to this Law in 

order to prevent negative bowling wide of the wicket. 

b) Any off-side or leg-side delivery which, in the opinion 

of the umpire, does not give the batsman a 

reasonable opportunity to score shall be called a 

Wide. 
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Judging a Wide

56

CHK Interpretation and Guidelines for Leg-side Wides

A delivery that pitches outside the line of leg stump and moves

further away shall be called a Wide.

However,

a) A delivery that passes to the leg-side irrespective of where it

pitches and, in the umpireôsopinion, would have struck the

batsman on his legs in his normal guard position, i.e. the

batsman steps inside the line for whatever reason, shall

NOT normally be called a Wide.

b) A delivery that passes between the leg stump and the batsman

shall NOT be called a Wide.
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Law 22.5 Wide Ball not Dead

The ball does not become 

Dead on the call of

Wide ball.
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Law 22.6 Penalty for a Wide

A penalty of one run shall be awarded instantly

on the call of Wide ball.  

Unless the call is revoked

(Law 22.3 above), this penalty shall stand even if a

batsman is dismissed, and shall be in addition to

any other runs scored, any boundary allowance

and any other penalties awarded.
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Law 22.7 Runs resulting from a Wide -

How scored

All runs completedby the batsmen or a boundary

allowance, together with the penalty for the Wide,

shall be scored as Wide balls.  Apart from any

award of a 5 run penalty, all runs resulting from a

Wide ball shall be debited against the bowler.
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Law 22.8 Wide not to count

A Wide ball shall not count as one of the over.  

See Law 17.3 (Validity of balls).
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Law 22.9 Out from a Wide

When Wide ball has been called, neither batsman

shall be out under any of the Laws except: 

35 Hit wicket 

37 Obstructing the field 

38 Run out 

39 Stumped

Of these, Hit-wicket and Stumped are credited to the bowler.
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LAW 23

BYE AND LEG BYE
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Law 23.1 Byes

If the ball, not being a No ball or a Wide, passes the 

striker without touching his bat or person, any runs 

completed by the batsmen or a boundary allowance shall 

be credited as Byes to the batting side.
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Law 23.2 Leg byes

If the ball, not having previously touched the strikerôs bat, 
strikes his person and the umpire is satisfied that the striker 
has:

ü attempted to play the ball with his bat

ü or tried to avoid being hit by the ball

ü any runs completed by the batsmen or a boundary 

allowance shall be credited to the batting side as 

Leg byes, unless No ball has been called in which 

case 1 Penalty run for the No ball and the balance,  

if applicable, as Leg byes.
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Law 23.3 Leg byes not to be awarded

If in the circumstances of Law 23.2.1 above, the umpire 
considers that neither of the conditions have been met, 
then Leg byes will not be awarded.

ü The umpire will call and signal Dead ball if ball reaches 
the boundary or after the first run is complete. 

ü The umpire will disallow all runs to the batting side

ü Return any not out batsman to his original end

ü Signal No ball to the scorer, if applicable

ü Award any 5 run Penalties other than 28.3 (Helmet on 
ground)  
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SUBSTITUTES 
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24.1 Substitute Fielders

If the umpires are satisfied that a player has been 

injured or become ill after the nomination ofthe 

players, they shall allow that player to have a 

substitute to field for him. 
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Law 24.1   Substitutes Fielders (contd.)

The umpires have discretion, for other wholly 

acceptable reasons, to allow a substitute for 

a fielder, at the start of the match or at any 

subsequent time.
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Law 24.1     Restrictions on the role of 

Substitutes

A substitute shall not be allowed to bat or bowl 

or

act as captain on the field of play.

He may, however, act as wicket-keeper but only 

with consent of an Umpire
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Law 24.1 A Player for whom a 

Substitute has acted

A player is allowed to bat, bowlor field even

though a substitute has previously acted for 

him, subject to Level 3 offences or 

Penalty time
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Law 24.2   Fielder absent or leaving 

the field

If a fielder fails to take the field at the startof

the match or at any later time, or leaves the field

during a session of play the umpire must be

informed of the reason for his absence.
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Law 24.2   Fielder absent or leaving 

the field

He shall not thereafter return to the field without the 

consent of the umpire. 

The umpire shall give such consent as soon as is 

practicable. On his return he shall not be permitted to 

bowl until he has been on the field for at least that length 

of playing time for which he was absent. 

This is referred to as PENALTY TIME.

MAXIMUM PENALTY TIME = 90 MINUTES
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Law 24.2   Fielder absent or leaving 

the field

The time lost for an unscheduled breakin playshall be 

counted as time on the field for any fielder who is 

serving penalty time at the unscheduled break provided 

he takes the field on resumption.

If a player is off the field at an unscheduled break, he 

must personally inform an umpire of his fitness to bat or 

take the field on resumption.

Clock starts when umpire informed.
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Law 24.2  Fielder absent or leaving field

Serving Penalty time.

A player will not need to serve penalty time if:

1. HE LEAVES THE FIELD BECAUSE OF AN 

EXTERNAL INJURY

or

2. HE LEAVES THE FIELD BECAUSE OF 

WHOLLY ACCEPTABLE REASONS OTHER 

THAN ILLNESS OR INJURY.
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24.4 Player returning without permission

If a player enters the field of play without permission 

and comes into contact with the ball while it is in play:

75

The ball shall become Dead immediately and the 

umpire shall award 5 penalty runs to the batting 

side.  

All runs before Dead ball to count. 

Ball will not count in the over. 

Reporting procedure.
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LAW 25

BATSMANôS 

INNINGS; RUNNERS 
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Law 25.4 Batsman retiring

ÅA batsman may retire at any time during his/her innings 

when the ball is Dead. The umpires, before allowing play 

to proceed, shall be informed of the reason for a 

batsman retiring.

ÅIf a batsman retires because of illness, injury or any 

other unavoidable cause, that batsman is entitled to 

resume his/her innings. If, for any reason, this does not 

happen, that batsman is to be recorded, óRetired-not 

outô.
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Law 25.4 Batsman retiring

ÅIf a batsman retires for any other reason, the innings of 

that batsman may only resume with the consent of the 

opposing Captain. If, for any reason his/her innings does 

not resume, that batsman is to be recorded, óRetired-

outô.

ÅIf a batsman resumes his/her innings, it shall only be at 

the fall of a wicket or the retirement of another batsman.
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LAW 26
PRACTICE ON 

THE FIELD
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Law 26.1 Practice on the Field

ü There shall be no practice on the pitch at 

any time on any day of the match.

ü There shall be no bowling or batting 

practice on the square on any day of the 

match, without the consent of the 

umpires.
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Law 26.2 Practice on the Outfield

ü Practice is permitted on the outfield before the start 
of play, after the close of play, during the lunch and 
tea intervals and between change of innings. 

üPractice shall not be allowed if the umpires consider 
that in the prevailing conditions of ground and weather, 
it will be detrimental to the surface of the square.
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Law 26.2.2 Practice on the Outfield

There may be practice on the field of play between 
the call of Play and the call of Time,if the following 
conditions are met:

ü Only members of the fielding side participate

ü Only the match ball is used for such practice

ü No bowling practice in area between square and 

boundary parallel to pitch 

Provided the umpires are satisfied that Law 41.2 (The 

match ball: changing its condition) or 41.9 (Time 

wasting: fielding side) do not apply

ü Bowler may have a trial run-up provided no time is 

wasted
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Law 26.4 Penalties for contravention

Any contravention of 26.1 or 26.2 above umpires 

will:

ÅWarn player(s) that practice not permitted (team 

warning)

ÅIf contravention by batsman each incoming 

batsman must be told

ÅAny further contravention by either side,

award 5 Penalty runs + Reporting procedure
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LAW 27

THE WICKET-KEEPER
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Law 27.1 Protective Equipment

» The wicket-keeper is the only 

member of the fielding side 

permitted to wear gloves and 

external leg guards.

» If he does so, these are to be 

regarded as part of his person for 

the purposes of Law 28.2 (Fielding 

the ball).  
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Law 27.1 Protective Equipment

If by his actions and positioningit is apparent to the

umpires that he will not be able to discharge his duties 
as a wicket-keeper, he forfeits this right and the right to 
be recognised as a wicket-keeper for the purposes of 
Laws:

ü 33.3 A fair catch

ü 39 Stumped 

ü 28.1 Protective equipment

ü 28.4 Limitation of on side fielders, and

ü 28.5 Fielders not to encroach on the pitch
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Law 27.2 Gloves

If the wicket-keeper wears gloves as permitted 

under 1 above, they shall have no webbing 

between fingers

except that a single piece of flat non-stretch 

material may be inserted between index finger 

and thumb solelyas a means of support.  

The top edge of webbing should not protrude 

beyond straight line joining top of index finger 

and shall be taut. 

(See Appendix C) 

87

ACO

MCC Laws of Cricket 2017 Code



ÅNo webbing between 

fingers

ÅSingle pieces of non-

stretch material between 

index finger and thumb 

solely as a means of 

support

ÅNot forming a pouch when 

hand is extended

APPENDIX C

(Law 27.2 Gloves)
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Law 27.3 Position of Wicket-keeper

The wicket-keeper shall remain wholly behind

the wicket at the strikerôs end from the 

moment the ball comes into play until a ball 

delivered by the bowler:

üTouches the bat or person of the striker

üPasses the wicket at the strikers end

üThe striker attempts a run
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Encroachment by the Wicket Keeper

Wicket Keeper must stay 

wholly behind the wicket

90
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Wicket Keeper Encroaches
91



Law 27.3 Position of Wicket-keeper

In the event of the wicket-keeper 

contravening this Law, 

the umpire at the strikerõs end

shall call and signal 

No ball as soon as possible 

after the delivery of the ball.
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Law 27.4 Movement by Wicket-keeper

It is unfair if a wicket-keeper standing back makes a 
significant movement towards the wicket after the 
ball comes into play and before it reaches the striker 
except if:

ü by doing so it does not bring him within reach of 
the wickets

ü lateral movement is in response to direction ball 
delivered

ü It will not be considered a significant movement 
if the wicket-keeper moves a few paces forward 
for a slower delivery.
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Law 27.4 Movement by Wicket-keeper

94

ü If the movement is in response to a stroke that 
strikerôs action suggest he intends playing. 

(Law 27.3 applies)

In the event of any unfair movement by the 
wicket-keeper, either umpire shall call and signal 

Dead ball. 
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Law 27.5 Restriction on actions of 

Wicket-keeper

If the wicket-keeper interferes with the strikerôs

right to play the ball or to guard his wicket, Law 

20.4.2.6 (Dead ball) shall apply.

However, if either umpire considers action by 

wicket-keeper wilful then Law 41.4 (Deliberate 

attempt to distract striker) shall apply.
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Law 27.6 Interference with 

Wicket-keeper by striker

If, in playing at the ball or in the 

legitimate defence of his wicket,

the striker interferes

with the wicket-keeper, he shall not be out,

except as provided for in Law 37.3

(Obstructing a ball from being caught).
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LAW 28

THE FIELDER
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Law 28.1 Protective Equipment

ÅNo member of the fielding side other than the 

wicket-keeper shall be permitted to wear 

gloves or external leg guards.  

ÅIn addition, protection for the hand or fingers 

may be worn only with the consent of the 

umpires.
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Law 28.2 Fielding the Ball

A fielder may field the ball with any part of his 

person. However, if will be deemed illegal if ball 

fielded by:

ÅUsing anything other that his person

ÅExtends his clothing with his hands and uses this 

to field ball

ÅDiscards a piece of clothing, equipment or any 

other object which subsequently makes contact 

with the ball in play
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Law 28.2 Fielding the Ball

It is not illegal if the ball makes contact with 
piece of clothing, equipment or object which 
has accidentally fallen from fielders' person.
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Law 28.2 Fielding the Ball

IF A FIELDER ILLEGALLY FIELDS THE BALL:

ü Penalty for No ball of Wide will stand

ü Any runs completed credited to batting side 
including run in progress if crossed.

ü Ball not to count in over

ü Award 5 Penalty Runs to batting side

ü Advise all concerned ïReporting procedure
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Law 28.3 Protective Helmets 

belonging to the Fielding side

Protective helmets, when not in use by 
fielders, shall only be placed, if above the 
surface, on the ground behind the wicket-

keeper and in line with both sets of stumps.
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Law 28.3 Protective Helmets 

belonging to the Fielding 

side
If a helmet belonging to the fielding side is on the 
ground within the field of play, and the ball while 
in play strikes it, and subject to Law 28.3.3 the 

ball shall become Dead and 5 penalty runs shall 
be awarded to the batting side together with 

completed runs and that crossed. 

Any other penalty runs also applicable. 
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Law 28.3 Protective Helmets left on 

Ground

If ball hits a helmet on ground behind 

wicket-keeper and circumstances of 

Law 23.3 (Leg byes not awarded) or 

Law 34 (Hit ball twice) does apply, then:

ÅDisallow all runs to batting side

ÅReturn any not out batsman to 

original end

ÅSignal No ball or Wide if applicable

ÅAward any other 5 Penalty runs other 

than for Law 28.3.2 (Ball hitting 

Helmet)
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Law 28.4    Limitation of On-side 

Fielders
At the instant of the bowlerôs delivery there shall not be

more than two fielders,other than the wicket-keeper,

behind the popping creaseon the On side.  

üA fielder will be considered to be behind the popping 
crease unless the whole of his person, whether 
grounded or in the air,is in front of this line.

ü In the event of infringement of this Law by the fielding 
side the umpire at the strikerôs end shall call and 
signal No ball.

105

ACO

MCC Laws of Cricket 2017 Code



LAW 28.4 -Limitation of On-side Fielders

Maximum of Two

fielders behind the

Popping Crease on 

the On side
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Law 28.5 Fielders not to 

Encroach on the Pitch

While the ball is in play and until the ball has made contact 

with the bat or person of the striker, or has passed the 

strikerõs bat, no fielder, other than the bowler, may have any 

part of his person grounded on or extended over the pitch.

In the event of infringement of this Law by any fielder other 

than the wicket-keeper, the umpire at the bowlerôs end shall 

call and signal No ball as soon as possible after the 

delivery of the ball.  

ü Note also Law 27.3 (Position of wicket-keeper).
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LAW 41 - Encroachment by a Fielder

10 ft

66 ft

Fielder must not 

Encroach
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ÅBall touches the striker

MCC Laws of Cricket 2017 Code



Law 28.6 Movement by Fielders

üAny significant movement by any fielder after the 

ball comes into play and before the ball reaches 

the striker is unfair, except for the following:

1. Minor adjustment to stance and position in 

relation to strikerôs wicket

2. Any movement by any fielder that does not 

significantly alter the position of that fielder  

3. Movement by a fielder in response to a 
stroke that the striker is playing or that his 
actions suggest he intends to play
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Law 28.6  - Movement by Fielder

In all circumstances, Law 28.4 (Limitation of 
on side fielders) shall apply.

In the event of any unfair movement either 
umpire shall call and signal Dead ball.

Note also Law 41.4 (Deliberate attempt distract) and also 
Law 27.4 9 (Movement by wicket-keeper).
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LAW 29

THE WICKET IS 

DOWN
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29.1 Wicket Put Down

The wicket is put down if a bail is completely

removed from the top of the stumps, or a 

stump is struck out of the ground é.
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Law 29.1 Wicket Put Down

The wicket is put down if a bail is completely removed 
from the top of the stumps, or a stump is struck out of the 
ground by:

ü the ball 

ü the strikerôs bat if held or by any part of the bat he 
is holding

(only for this Law by the strikerôs bat not in hand or 
any part of bat becoming detached)

ü any part of his clothing or equipment becoming 
detached from his person

ü a fielder with hand or arm provided ball is held in 
that hand so used

ü If a fielder strikes or pulls a stump out of the 
ground with the ball in his hand
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Law 29.3 Remaking the Wicket

If the wicket is broken while the ball is in play, the 

umpire shall not remake the wicket until the ball is 

Dead.  See Law 20 (Dead ball). 

Any member of the fielding side may:

üReplace a bail or bails on top of the stumps

üPut back one or more stumps into the ground 

where the wicket originally stood.
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Law 29.4 Dispensing with Bails

If the umpires have agreed to dispense with bails, in 

accordance with Law 8.5 (Dispensing with bails), the 

decision as to whether the wicket has been put down 

is one for the umpire concerned to decide.
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Law 29.4 Dispensing with Bails

After a decision to play without bails, the wicket has 
been put down if the umpire concerned is satisfied 
that the wicket has been struck by the ball

or by the strikerôs bat, person, 

or items of his clothing or equipmentseparated from 
his person as described above, 

or by a fielder with the hand holding the ball orwith the 
arm of the handholding the ball.
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Law 29.4 Wicket is Down -

Dispensing with Bails

If the wicket has already been broken or 

put down, the above shall apply to any 

stump or stumps still in the ground.  

Any fielder may replace a stump or 

stumps, in accordance with 29.3 above, 

in order to have an opportunity of putting 

the wicket down.
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LAW 30

BATSMAN OUT OF 

HIS GROUND
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Law 30.1 When out of his Ground

A batsman shall be considered to be out

of his ground unless his bat or some

part of his person is grounded behind

the popping crease at that end.
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Law 30.1 Batsman out of his Ground

However, batsman not considered out of his 

ground if:

Årunning or diving towards his ground and beyond 

and, having grounded some part of his person or 

bat beyond the popping crease, there is 

subsequent loss of contact between:

Åthe ground and any part of his person or bat

Åbetween the bat or person 

Provided the batsman has continued movement in 

the same direction
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Law 30.2 ïBatsman out of his Ground

ÅIf no batsman is in either ground ïthen the 

ground belongs to batsman nearer to it.

ÅIf level, whoever was nearer to it prior to drawing 

level.

ÅIf one ground belongs to a batsman, the other 

ground belongs to the other batsman irrespective 

of position.

ÅCrossing - definition
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Law 30.2 Which is a Batsmanôs Ground

ü If only one batsman is within a ground it is 

his ground and remains his even if he is 

later joined there by the other batsman. 

ü If both batsmen are in the same ground and 

one of them subsequently leaves it, then 

the ground belongs to the one who 

remains.
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Law 30.3 Position of Non-striker

The batsman at the bowlerôs end should

be positioned on the opposite side of

the wicket to that from which the ball is

being delivered, unless a request to do

otherwise is granted by the umpire.
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LAW 31

APPEALS
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Law 31.1 Umpire not to give 

Batsman Out without an 

Appeal

» Neither umpire shall give a batsman out, even 

though he may be out under the Laws, unless 

appealed to by the fielding side. 

» This shall not debar a batsman who is out under 

any of the Laws from leaving his wicket without 

an appeal having been made. 

Note, however, the provisions of 31.7 below.
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