
144 Wears Valley Road † Pigeon Forge, TN 37863

Mass Schedule

Tuesday-Friday
 12:00pm

Saturday      
5:00pm English
 7:00pm Español

Sunday 
8:00am English
10:30am English

Saturday
 3:00-4:00pm
6:30-6:55pm

First Saturday
 8:30-9:30am

Confession

First Friday 9:00am until
9:00am Saturday

Exposition of the Most
Blessed Sacrament

Young Saint John the Baptist, Elisabetta Sirani (1665)

Office Hours

Monday-Friday
 9:00am-2:00pm

Gift Shop Hours

Monday-Friday
 9:00am-2:00pm

Weekends
After all Masses

Parish Staff

Pastor
Father Michael Hendershott,

S.T.L.

Pastoral Care of the Sick
Deacon Steve May

(865) 221-1076

Parish Secretary
Rebekah Snyder

(865) 429-5587
office@holycrosscatholicchurchtn.org

Resource Manager
Michael Landree

resources@holycrosscatholicchurchtn.org

Second Sunday of Advent
December 7, 2025

Holy Cross Catholic Church



A Note from the Pastor
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Dear Parishioners and Friends of Holy Cross,

     Blessed Second Sunday of Advent. I hope your preparations for the coming of Christ at Christmas
are off to a graced beginning. Our model and patron for joyful preparation to receive Our Lord at
Christmas is Our Blessed Mother Mary. She most perfectly shows us how to prepare for and receive
her Divine Son. She conceived Him by faith in her heart before she conceived Him bodily in her womb.
During the season of Advent preparations we celebrate the preparation of the very place that God
prepared immaculately to contain His Divine Son. Mary was made the new Ark of the Covenant to
contain not the foreshadowing but the reality of the Divine Presence. In the womb of her mother
Anne, Our Lady was conceived immaculately, that is, free from all stain of sin, whether original or
personal. She became a new creation, like unto a new earth first formed in Genesis. As the flesh of the
first Adam was taken from the dust of an unfallen earth, a world without sin, the flesh of the New
Adam, Jesus Christ, was taken from an unfallen being, the Immaculate Conception, Mary who was
conceived without sin and remained sinless for the whole of her life.
      Although the Church has celebrated this solemnity of the Immaculate Conception from antiquity,
Blessed Pope Pius IX officially proclaimed this dogma on December 8, 1854.

    

     There is a beautiful story that artfully harmonizes with the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception, a story familiar to many of us because we have this image in our sanctuary: Our Lady of
Guadalupe. In 1531 while St. Juan Diego was walking the 3-5 hour journey to Holy Mass to celebrate the
Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, Our Lady appeared to him and asked for a shrine to be built
in her honor so she could show her maternal love to the world. She said,

     Let us be grateful for the motherly intercession of the Immaculate Conception who herself was
conceived without original sin and never committed any personal sin. She was therefore perfectly
prepared to receive the Christ Child. May our Advent preparation likewise be a purification of our soul
from sin so we can worthily receive Jesus this Christmas.

Accordingly, by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, for the honor of the Holy and
undivided Trinity, for the glory and adornment of the Virgin Mother of God, for the
exaltation of the Catholic Faith, and for the furtherance of the Catholic religion, by the
authority of Jesus Christ our Lord, of the Blessed Apostles Peter and Paul, and by our
own: “We declare, pronounce, and define that the doctrine which holds that the most
Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first instance of her conception, by a singular grace and
privilege granted by Almighty God, in view of the merits of Jesus Christ, the Savior of
the human race, was preserved free from all stain of original sin, is a doctrine revealed
by God and therefore to be believed firmly and constantly by all the faithful.”

"It is well, littlest and dearest of my sons, but now listen to me. Do not let anything
afflict you and be not afraid of illness or pain. Am I not here who am your Mother? Are
you not under my shadow and protection? Are you not in the crossing of my arms? Is
there anything else you need? Do not fear for your uncle for he is not going to die. Be
assured...he is already well."
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Saturday, December 6

Sunday, December 7

Monday. December 8

Tuesday, December 9

Wednesday, December 10

Thursday, December 11

Friday, December 12

Saturday, December 13

Sunday, December 14

Mass Intentions & Readings

Pray for the Living & the Dead
Oremos por los Vivos y los Muertos
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10am Michael Newman+
5pm Rev. Ron Stone+
7pm For the People of Holy Cross Parish

8am Diego & Samuel T.
10:30am DellaSantina Family

5pm Jane Brackins
7pm Rev. Ron Stone+

12pm Dennis+

12pm Dave Myers

12pm Rebekah Snyder

~6:30pm The Vera Family

5pm For the People of Holy Cross Parish
7pm Evette Duarte+

8am Jim & Sue Cunningham+
10:30am DellaSantina Family

Isaiah 30:19-21, 23-26, Matthew 9:35–10:1, 5a, 6-8

Isaiah 11:1-10, Romans 15:4-9, Matthew 3:1-12

Genesis 3:9-15, 20, Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12,  Luke 1:26-38

Isaiah 40:25-31, Matthew 11:28-30

Isaiah 41:13-20, Matthew 11:11-15

Isaiah 40:1-11, Matthew 18:12-14 

Zechariah 2:14-17, Luke 1:26-38

Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11, Matthew 17:9a, 10-13

Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10, James 5:7-10, Matthew 11:2-11

Saturday of the First Week of Advent

Second Sunday of Advent

Immaculate Conception

Our Lady of Guadalupe

Tuesday of the Second Week of Advent

Wednesday of the Second Week of Advent

Thursday of the Second Week of Advent

Saint Lucy

Third Sunday of Advent

If you would like to submit the name of a loved one to be prayed for, please contact the
parish office. Names will be included for one month, unless noted otherwise.

Si desea enviar el nombre de un ser querido para que se ore por él, póngase en contacto
con la oficina parroquial. Los nombres se incluirán durante un mes, a menos que se

indique lo contrario.

Recalling that praying for the living and the dead is one of the seven spiritual works of mercy, let
us pray for one another, especially for those in need of our prayers.

Recordando que orar por los vivos y los muertos es una de las siete obras espirituales de
misericordia, oremos unos por otros, especialmente por aquellos que necesitan nuestras

oraciones.

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/30?19
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/9?35
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/11?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/11?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Isaiah/11?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/Romans/15?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/3?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/genesis/3?9
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/ephesians/1?3
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?26
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/40?25
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/40?25
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/11?28
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/41?13
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/isaiah/41?13
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/11?11
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/18?12
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?26
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/17?9
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/james/5?7
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/matthew/11?2


Upcoming Events

Advent Penance Service
Servicio de Penitencia de Adviento

Holy Cross will be hosting an Advent penance service
on December 9, 2025 from 7pm-8:30pm.

Tendremos un servicio de penitencia de Adviento el 9
de Diciembre de 2025 de 7pm a 8:30pm

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe

All parishioners of all language groups are invited to celebrate
the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe on December 12, 2025! The
festivities will begin with a procession at 5pm, followed by a

play re-enacting the beautiful story of Our Lady of Guadalupe.
Holy Mass will follow, beginning around 6:30pm. All are

welcome to join for a reception after Mass. We will enjoy
delicious food and continue the festivities at Sun Outdoors: 

1004 Parkway, Sevierville, TN 37862.

Our Lady of Guadalupe Novena
Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe Novena

Miércoles 3: Rosario por la infancia 8pm.
Jueves 4: Juan XXIII 7pm.

Viernes 5: (Hora Santa después del rosario) 7pm.
Sábado 6: (después de la misa) 8pm.
Domingo 7: Rosario en inglés. 7pm.

Lunes 8: Comunidad Guatemalteca. (después de la
misa) 8pm.

Martes 9: Comunidad Hondureña (después del Servicio
de Penitencia) 8pm.

Miércoles 10: Rosario por los jóvenes. 8pm.
Jueves 11: Comunidad mexicana. 7pm.

 
Viernes 12 de diciembre:
5am: mañanitas a virgen

6:30am: desayuno comunitario
5pm: Procesión por las calles con la Virgen

5:45: Escenificación de las apariciones guadalupanas
alrededor de las 6:30pm. Santa misa (Bilingüe)

8pm. Recepción en el salón:

Sun Outdoors Pigeon Forge
1004 Parkway, Sevierville, TN 37862
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Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
Solemnidad de la Inmaculada Concepción

The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception is a Holy
Day of Obligation, and it falls on Monday, December 8.

5pm English Mass
7pm Spanish Mass

La Solemnidad de la Inmaculada Concepción es un día
de precepto, que se celebra el lunes 8 de diciembre.

Christmas Eve
December 24, 2025:
8am English Mass

Christmas Day
December 25, 2025

Midnight Bilingual Candlelight Mass
8:00am English Mass
10:30am English Mass



Bible Study

Join our Pastor in a contemplative study of the Word of
God in Sacred Scripture on Thursdays at 9:30am in the

Family Life Room. Father Hendershott provides
scriptural commentary as we read through Genesis

and meditate on the Providence of God through
salvation history.

High School Youth Group
Escuela Secundaria Para Grupo Juvenil

Grades 9-12 meeting on Tuesdays from 6-8pm in the Family
Life Room. All high school and soon to be high school

students are welcomed to attend. There will always be food
provided and fun activities to do. For more information,

contact Nick Sisto at: nlsisto@wlwlaw.net

El grupo de jóvenes de secundaria, de los grados 9 -12 se
reúnen los martes de 6pm a 8:00pm Siempre va a ver comida

y diversión. Alentamos a todos nuestros estudiantes de
escuela secundaria y futuros estudiantes de escuela

secundaria que asisten. Para obtener más información,
comuníquese con Nick Sisto.

Weekly Events

Upcoming Youth Events
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November 29/30

$0 $2,000 $4,000 $6,000 $8,000 $10,000

Regular Collection
Building Fund

Other

$6,078.83
$670.00

$1,027.00

Announcements
Faith Formation & OCIA

(Order of Christian Initiation of Adults)

There will be no Faith Formation or OCIA on
 December 24 or December 31 due to Christmas break.

Stewardship

Since on average 3 out of 5 Mass attendees are visitors, we invite our guests to consider a sort of  “timeshare” stewardship
with our parish. Our website has a donation link, and donations can be set to match the time you share with us.

As our monthly expenses are $25,000, please consider Holy Cross in your donations and in your will.

You are being enriched in every way for all generosity, which through us produces thanksgiving to God, for the administration of
this public service is not only supplying the needs of the holy ones but is also overflowing in many acts of thanksgiving to God…

Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
2 Corinthians 11-12, 15

Bible Study

There will be no Bible Study on Thursday,
 December 25, 2025 or Thursday, January 1, 2025.

Mass Music Update
Actualización sobre la música en la misa

We will be returning to the Latin Gloria that Father Ron Stone
introduced to the parish. During Advent & Lent, we will be
learning the Kyrie, Sanctus, & Agnus Dei that go along with

this Mass setting.  The scores and mp3 recordings for the
Kyrie & Gloria are available on our website. If you would like
these texted to you, please text “Mass Parts” to (865) 771-4929.

Retomaremos el Gloria en latín que el Padre Ron Stone
introdujo en la parroquia. Durante el Adviento y la Cuaresma,

aprenderemos el Kyrie, el Sanctus y el Agnus Dei que
acompañan a esta misa. Las partituras y las grabaciones en

mp3 del Kyrie y el Gloria están disponibles en nuestra página
web. Si desea recibirlas por mensaje de texto, envíe un

mensaje con la palabra "Partes de la Misa" al (865)771-4929.

Email Scam Alert
Alerta de estafa por correo electrónico

The Parish Office has become aware of email scams being
sent to people impersonating our Pastor and Staff. Please

check the sender’s email address to make sure it is
actually from our Parish’s domain name:

@holycrosscatholicchurchtn.org

Tenga cuidado con los correos electrónicos fraudulentos
La oficina parroquial ha detectado correos electrónicos

fraudulentos enviados a personas que se hacen pasar por
nuestro párroco y personal. Por favor, verifique la
dirección de correo electrónico del remitente para
asegurarse de que provenga de nuestro dominio:

@holycrosscatholicchurchtn.org
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Baptism

Congratulations on your newborn! In order to prepare for
baptism, parents and god parents need to attend baptismal
preparation classes before the proposed baptism date.

Si necesita información para bautizos en español, por favor
comuníquese con el señor Alejandro Mondragón, El está
encargado de la preparación para los bautizos. Su numero de
teléfono es: (865) 227-9380.

Sacramental Preparation

Matrimony

Congratulations on your engagement! Please contact the parish
office to make arrangements for your marriage at least four
months before your desired wedding date.

Are you interested in becoming Catholic?

Holy Mother Church welcomes you! For more information, please
contact our OCIA (Order of Christian Initiation for Adults)
teacher, Tylor Starkey, at t.starkey88@gmail.com.

Catholic Faith Formation Classes

We have Faith Formation classes on Wednesday nights 6:30-
7:30pm. Our religious education teachers prepare children in
grades K-12 to receive their sacraments. For more information,
please contact our Director of Religious Education, Gianfranco, at
gdellasantina@yahoo.com.
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