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A MAAC JOKE 

Mark met many people at the MAAC Get-Together!  

Everyone wore a name tag.   

Mark read the tags so he could greet people by their names. 

There was a man whose last name was Szczepaniak. He complained that 
people always had a hard time pronouncing his last name. 

Mark replied, “I bet my last name is harder!” 
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     submitted by Sandy Stein, SLP-CCC 

Aphasia is a communication impairment that affects all aspects of language, 

including speaking, understanding speech, reading, and writing. Imagine 

going to a foreign country where you do not speak the language, or you only 

remember a few words from your high school or college language course. You 

would have difficulty saying what you mean, understanding what others were 

saying to you, reading the language, and writing things down.  

  

Aphasia is caused by a brain injury, typically due to stroke, traumatic brain 

injury, or some other illness. Depending on the exact location of the brain 

injury, aphasia can manifest itself in many different ways. Some people with 

aphasia have more difficulty understanding what is said to them and 

reading than they do speaking. Other people with aphasia have 

more difficulty saying what they want to say but understand much of 

what is said to them. Sometimes aphasia is more severe and affects 

understanding, speaking, reading and writing quite broadly. 

  

Aphasia Simulations module was developed as a collaboration project between 

Dr. Jacqueline Hinckley and Keen Research. Dr. Hinckley is currently a 

Professor at Nova Southeastern University and Executive Director Emeritus 

of Voices of Hope for Aphasia. Keen Research develops software development 

kits for on-device speech recognition for mobile devices. In the past, when 

Aphasia Simulations were developed, Keen Research has experimented with 

various online services focused on helping with speech rehabilitation of people 

with aphasia. 
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Aphasia Simulations was adapted for use in the Voices of Hope for Aphasia 

Website by the University of Florida Chapter of the Association for Information 

Systems. 

 

The purpose of these simulations is to provide some activities that can 

help you understand what it might be like to have aphasia. 

 

Words can describe, but personal experience helps us see things from someone 

else’s perspective. A personal experience can change our attitudes as well as 

our knowledge. Our hope is that the experiences that you will have through 

these activities will help you to increase your knowledge of aphasia and your 

empathy towards those who are living with aphasia. 

 

To link to Aphasia Simulations page, or to email the link, please use: 

http://vohaphasia.org/simulation 

 

Let us know what you think after trying the simulations.  

Email us at: 

msharder.maac@gmail.com 
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Dysarthria Tongue-Twister 

Tie: You are on zoom a lot and talk with a lot of people.  
Me: You are right Tie. I am on zoom sessions for stroke support groups, 
aphasia support groups, and difference meetings. It is a good way to meet new 
people, share experiences, and tips. 
Tie: Well... it seems that this person is always yelling at you.  
Me: He is not yelling. Some people have dysarthria. It is a motor speech 
disorder caused by damage to the brain or nerves. This damage weakens or 
paralyzes the muscles of the mouth, face, and respiratory system, resulting in 
slurred, slow, or difficult-to-understand speech. 
Tie: If it is hard to understand you, does it mean that he can’t understand you too? 
Me: People with dysarthria understand me and know what they want to say 
but physically struggle to pronounce the words. They are still intelligent. 
Tie: It must be frustrating. 
Me: My friend has a great attitude. He says, “I am not slurring, I am speaking 
in cursive.”.  
h"ps://youtu.be/2INn9m5bau8?si=13BjQnGJPTlnAJHz  
This is a great (short) video that gives clear information about dysarthria!  

MAAC is Expanding Boundaries – Mark Harder, President  
 
OUR MISSION: The Mid-Atlan5c Aphasia Conference are an independent aphasia support group 
and in person events with the goal of connec5ng people living with aphasia as well as those who 
care for individuals with aphasia in the tri-state area.  
 
MAAC is now expanding our boundaries when MaD Weingertner, board member of the Na5onal 
Aphasia Associa5on and an advocate with “A MaDer of MaD”, joined our team as a MAAC 
Representa5ve. The first event was the Long Island Ducks baseball game with 76 par5cipants. Each 
par5cipants received a “Get The Word Out! Aphasia!” Bracelets and one person won a “Get The 
Word Out! Aphasia!” T-Shirt and “Get The Word Out! Aphasia!” Baseball hat. MaD is now working 
on the Long Island MAAC Mini-Conference. Details soon. 
 
Mike Jankowski has just joined the MAAC Team too. Mike is a Na5onal Aphasia Associa5on 
Ambassador and will serve as a MAAC Representa5ve at the First Aphasia Awareness Walk hosted 
by Moravian MS-SLP and Mid-Atlan5c Aphasia Conference. Mike also has a podcast called, 
“YourWayToSay”. 
 
Monica KaniamaDam, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, Meghan Inglis and other Moravian University students, are 
working on the Aphasia Awareness Walk for raising awareness and funds for the Mid-Atlan5c 
Aphasia Conference on July 22, 2026. And Moravian University is doing more with the "The 
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Opposite of Language" Poetry Club with Louise C. Keegan, Ph.D., CCC-SLP, BC-ANCDS, ASHA 
Fellow and the Mid-Atlan5c Aphasia Conference. This will start this July 15, 2026.  
 
Yasmeen Faroqi-Shah, PhD, CCC/SLP from the University of Maryland will facilitate the 
Communica5on Partner Training at The University of Maryland (COPTUM) ion July 21st and 28th, 
2028. MAAC wants to make plans for in persons events in the future.  
 
Our Mission is s5ll the same but we are branching out with great people.  
 

Highlighting Stroke/Aphasia Support Groups 
This quarter, MAAC highlights Janet's "Talk Time" Chat on the second and 
fourth Friday of the month from 2:00PM ET to 4:00PM ET on Zoom.  

Janet M. Gritz, MA, CCC/SLP facilities the session with patience and time. 
She also facilities the Montgomery County Stroke Association Stroke Support 
Group on the third Thursday of the month at 3:00PM ET to 4:00PM ET on 
Zoom.  
 

Janet M. Gritz, MA, CCC/SLP 
janetgslp@comcast.net 

Montgomery County Stroke Association, Inc. (MCSA) 
email:  mcstroke@comcast.net 
website:  www.mcstroke.or 

 

THE  MAAC COMMUNITY CHAMPION AWARD 

 

For over four years, MAAC has been a dedicated nonprofit organization, 
committed to supporting and empowering the aphasia community.  

The organization’s commitment is evident in the actions of its members. Each 
person plays an important role in advancing MAAC’s mission and making a 
diCerence within the community. 

At this time, The Reiner’s- Frank and Laura, the first MAAC Community 
Champions, nominated three Speech Language Pathologists - Kristen Palmer, 
MA, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, CHSE, Kimberly Van Buren, MS, CCC-SLP, and Julie 
McCauley, SLP 
M.S. 
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Frank said that it wasn’t even close – all three candidates are the BEST!!! “They 
relate to me. They give everyone a chance. They are not by the book and they are 
smart. Everyone is treated diCerently.” 

Kristen, Kimberly, and Julie’s eCorts and presence do not go unnoticed.  

The support, awareness, and kindness shown for Frank and Laura have a lasting 
impact on our community and deep gratitude is extended to all that you do. 

Therefore, we honor Kristen Palmer, MA, CCC-SLP, BCS-S, CHSE, Kimberly Van 
Buren, MS, CCC-SLP, and Julie McCauley, SLP 
M.S. by awarding them with the Mid-Atlantic Aphasia Conference Community 
Champion Award!!! 

Congratulations, and thank you for your continued dedication. 

 

This MAAC Newsle"er is sponsored by the le"er, “L” and spelled by  
Alphie, short for Alphabet, our Spelling Genie. 

The letter, “L” helps you spell words like, “light”, “lamp”, “look”,  

“learn”, “lead”, “like”, “love”, “logic”, and “level”. A level is used to 

 measure whether a surface is perfectly horizontal (flat/level) or  

vertical (plumb). It can also be a grade in school or position of rank.  

 

Level is a “Palindrome”. It a word, phrase, number, or sequence of characters 
that reads the same backward as forward, ignoring spaces, punctuation, and 
capitalization. 

 

Lamb is a young sheep. Lamb has a silence letter, “b”, called a "ghost digraph”. Is 
that dumb? 

 

A “L” word that is hard to spell is “Liaison”. The double vowels can be very tricky. 
It’s often misspelled as liason or leazon. A liaison is the communication, 
cooperation, or connection between diCerent people, groups, or organizations. 
Crystal is our Inclusion Liaison.  
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APHASIA?  WHICH TYPE? 
Aphasia is a communication disorder caused by a stroke,  

brain injury, or, more rarely,  
a condition called Primary Progressive Aphasia (PPA).  

 
The extent of the impact of aphasia on a person is highly 
dependent on the cause of the aphasia, the location in the brain 
injury, and the extent of damage.  

Through your aphasia journey, you may have heard different 
types of aphasia, like Wernicke’s or Broca’s or Global.  In this 
feature, we will discuss the different types of aphasia and the 
differences in them. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conduction aphasia is a rare, fluent language disorder caused by 
damage in the part of the brain that connects between  the speech 
production (Broca's) and language comprehension (Wernicke's) 
centers.  

Individuals can understand language and speak fluently but struggle 
significantly to repeat words or sentences and frequently make 
sound-based speech errors.  

The symptoms of conduction aphasia include difficulty: 

• Repeating words and phrases that someone else says to you. 
• Finding the right words to name objects (but you can identify 

the word you’re thinking of on a list). 
• Talking without having time to plan what you’re going to say (as 

a result, you might substitute or mix up words in a sentence). 
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To Be Scheduled  
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MAAC QUARTERLY SCHEDULE/CALENDAR 

July, August, & September 2026 
Date Session Topic/Guest 

2nd Monday, 
July 13th  
at 7:00pm 

MAAC Support Group 
For people with aphasia and care 

givers/care partners 
On Zoom 

Special Guest 
Dr. Donald “Doc”  

Cunnigen 
 

Wednesday, 
July 22nd  
5 pm-7 pm 

MAAC & MORAVIAN UNIVERSITY 
Moravian One Mile Walk 

In-Person  
4th  Monday, 
July 27th 
at 7:00pm 

MAAC Conversational Group 
Combined group for people with aphasia and care givers/care partners 

Topic: TYPES OF MEASURE 
On Zoom  

Thursday, 
July 30th 
At 12 noon 
ET 

MAAC ABROAD! 
Our International Virtual Support Group 
Special Guest: Lisa Kenny, Ireland 

2nd Monday, 
August 10th 
at 7:00pm 

MAAC Support Group 
For people with aphasia and care 

givers/care partners 
On Zoom 

Special Guest  
Michael Obel-Omia  

4th  Monday, 
August 24th 
at 7:00pm 

MAAC Conversational Group 
Combined group for people with aphasia and care givers/care partners 

On Zoom 
2nd Monday, 
September 
14th 
at 7:00pm 

MAAC Support Group 
For people with aphasia and care 

givers/care partners 
On Zoom 

Special Guest 
Trish Hambridge 

 

Sunday, 
September 
20th  
10 am -3 pm 

5th Annual MAAC Get-Together & 1st Aphasia “Walk and Talk” 
Bristol Township Amphitheater 

2501 Bath Road, Bristol, PA 19007 

4th Monday, 
September 
28th 
at 7:00pm 

MAAC Conversational Group 
For people with aphasia and care givers/care partners 

Topic: To Be Announced 
On Zoom 

 
Riddle Me This:  

What is always on its way but never arrives? 


