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PREFACE

One of the most celebrated of holidays around
the world is Christmas. Its popularity is grow-
ing even in traditionally non-Christian countries.
Merchants capitalize on its lucrative tradition of gift
giving. In my own family we have aways given gifts
at Christmastime and gathered the family around
the Christmas tree. Warm memories of love and giv-
ing arise when | think of our traditional family
Christmas celebrations.

Yet tradition rather than truth is the basis for
celebrating the birth of Christ on December 25.
Tradition has brought us a stationary, dazzling star
over Bethlehem being pursued by three wise men on
the night Christ was born in a manger surrounded
by shepherds and animals. Tradition has brought us
Santa Claus diding down the chimney to deliver gifts
to al good girls and boys. Christmas is and always
has been an incongruous blend of tradition, imagina-
tion, and alittle truth.
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Preface

Like everyone else, | was taught as a youngster
that there were three wise men who came to see Jesus
at his birth, yet nowhere in the Bible can you find the
number three designated. | was taught that the sheep
were grazing in the fields on the night of December
24. Yet al the books | have read on Eastern customs,
plus visits to the Bethlehem area, have verified that
sheep are not put out in the pastures past October
because it is smply too cold. | also wondered why
King Herod would have all male children two years
old and under killed if Jesus Christ were just a
newborn babe.

As | was growing up in the church, no one ever
taught me that there could be some direct relation-
ship between the astronomica signs in the sky and
the birth of God’s only begotten Son. Yet God put
the stars in their courses and set them for signs and
seasons (Genesis 1:14). Surely it is not inconceivable
that the Lord God Almighty, the Creator of the
heavens and earth, would in His infinite knowledge,
wisdom, and ability coordinate the movements of the
stars and planets so that they with celestial grandeur
could announce the birth of His only begotten Son,
the Messiah.

So how did the birthday of our savior become
associated with December 25? When was the savior
really born? By carefully tracking the details in the
Word of God, in history, and in the field of
astronomy, we can certify the time of his birth to
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within an hour and a half: the year, the date, and the
hour. December 25, 1 A.D. isfar off the mark.

In order to discover the truths regarding this sub-
ject, we must be willing to lay aside tradition, and
honestly approach the subject with rational objectiv-
ity, as any honest scientist approaches an experi-
ment. We must allow the Scriptures, the Word of
God, to speak for themselves. We must aso know
and understand figures of speech, Eastern customs,
and the study of ancient Biblicd manuscripts.
Sometimes it is interesting to note that our minds
have interpreted God’s Word from presumptions
that we ourselves are not even aware we are making.
When we question these presumptions, we im-
mediately see that our mental pictures do not ac-
curately reflect what is stated in the written Word.
We must permit the Scriptures to interpret them-
selves and block out private assumptions and inter-
pretations from our research study.

In Biblical research we study the Scriptures with
the understanding and believing that they are God-
inspired and, therefore, perfect and without con-
tradiction when the origina revelation is accurately
known. Biblical research recognizes that no record in
one Biblica account may contradict a passage in
another record on an identical subject. As products
of God’s inspiration, all records will complement or
supplement, and enhance each other as they enable
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Preface

us to see an overal view of the birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ.

Secular sources of information from the fields of
science, history, and ancient literature should also be
utilized as tools of study when they shed light on the
testimony of Scripture. However, such information
or sources dare never be permitted to have more
credibility than the Word of God itself. At best,
secular sources will simply corroborate and give il-
luminating detail to truths aready revealed in Scrip-
ture. All these above-mentioned methods have been
employed in this work.

* * *

The coming of the Christ was by no means an
unanticipated event. Indeed, the story of the coming
redeemer was written in the stars when the heavens
were originaly put in order by God. The first part of
this study examines the Biblica information regard-
ing “his star” which was seen by the wise men. The
Biblicad record is enhanced and substantiated by
astronomical and historical records which further
underscore the magnitude of God’s power and love
in planning for our redemption. Once “his star” has
been identified, the documentation of the very day
and the time of day when the Christ was born can be
pinpointed.
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Whereas the first section of the book is scientific in
nature, it is written with the non-scientist in mind.
All of us can appreciate the greatness of God’s re-
vealed Word as He placed it with such precision in
the stars.

Since al preceding history was leading up to and
preparing the way for the coming of the Messiah, it
is appropriate that the second part of our study
should begin with the Old Testament prophecies of
the promised Messiah and with the reasons why this
Messiah’s coming was so significant to the men of
antiquity. After this, we will study the record of
Jesus Christ’s genedlogy, his relationship to the
House of David, and his divine conception.

In order to understand the context of the times in
which the Messah was born, we will examine
records concerning his spiritually powerful predeces-
sor, John the Baptist. John was a prophet sent by
God over four hundred years after the Prophet
Malachi. John called Isragl back to God’s Word and
thereby prepared the way for God to revea the
ministry of Jesus Christ. With a knowledge of John
and his divine mission, we can move in chronological
order through the events leading to the birth of
man’s long-awaited promised seed. We will observe
many wonderful truths concerning the parents of
both John and Jesus. The ardent commitment of
Zacharias and Elisabeth, and Joseph and Mary were
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vital in making possible both the lives and ministries
of John the Baptist and Jesus the Christ.

Throughout this book the perceptive reader will be
awed by the accuracy of the Word of God and the
magnificence of what God wrought in bringing into
the world the redeemer. His part in God’s plan was
so vital that he was ever foreknown and foretold, but
he was not God the Father. The redeemer’s actuad
existence began with his conception and birth to a
woman named Mary about two thousand years ago.
Born of divine conception into a world that was bent
on killing him from his birth, the Christ would
ultimately fulfill his God-given mission as savior of
the world.

As the research team and | considered and recon-
sidered the structure of this study, we went back and
forth trying to determine which part of this research
should come first: the Biblical astronomy with its
historical and scientific data or the prophecies and
people associated with the promised seed. It became
evident that the astronomy and its fixing of dates had
to be this study’s foundation as every succeeding
chapter is affected by these dates. However, | am
suggesting that you, the reader, determine which ap-
proach to reading seems most helpful to you. Some
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may want to read the book as it is now structured;
others may find it more beneficia to read Part 1l
first, followed by Part |, and then, perhaps, Part Il
again. Whichever way you choose to approach this
study, may the result be the same: | want this
research on one of the greatest events in all history to
bless you mightily, building your believing in God’s
incomparable integrity as He revealed the coming of
His only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, our promised
Seed.
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THE CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF
THE EVENTS SURROUNDING
THE BIRTH OF CHRIST

L isted below are the events surrounding the birth
of Christ which can be historically and/or astro-
nomically pinpointed.

May,4B.C. During the course of Abia, the angel
Gabrid appears to Zacharias serving in
the Temple

June, 4B.C.  Conception of John the Baptist

Dec.,4B.C. Gabriel appears to Mary in Nazareth;
conception of Jesus Christ; Mary
travels to Judea to see her cousin
Elisabeth

March, 3B.C. Mary returns to Nazareth; John the
Baptist is born to Zacharias and
Elisabeth

Aug.12,3B.C. Jupiter and Venus in conjunction in
Leo; Magi begin noting their observa
tions of the activity of Jupiter, the king
planet

Sept. 11,3B.C. Birth of Jesus Christ; first day of
Tishri; sun in Virgo with the “moon
beneath her feet”

Sept. 14,3B.C. Jupiter and Regulus in conjunction in
Leo



The Chronological Order of Events

Feb.17,2B.C.
May 8, 2 B.C.
Junel7,2B.C.

Aug.27,2B.C.

Dec., 2B.C.

Jan. 9,1 B.C.
April 8, 1B.C.

Jupiter and Regulus in conjunction in
Leo

Jupiter and Regulus in conjunction in
Leo

Jupiter and Venus in conjunction in
Leo

Massing of planets Jupiter, Mars,
Mercury, and Venus in Leo, Jupiter
and Mars in conjunction; Magi leave
for Jerusalem after this celestial event

Magi arrive in Jerusadlem; Jupiter visi-
ble over Bethlehem before dawn as the
Magi travel there to worship the Christ
who is more than one year and three
months old; Magi depart for Persiag
Joseph, Mary, and Jesus flee to Egypt

Eclipse preceding Herod' s death

Archelaus, the new king of Judea,
disrupts Passover; Joseph, Mary, and
Jesus returning to Judea from Egypt
“turn aside’ into Galilee and settle in
Nazareth

Listed below are the Biblical passages recording the
events surrounding the birth of Christ in the order in
which they occurred. There is some overlapping in
time for some of the events listed.

Luke 1:5-25

XXii

Angel’s announcement to Zacharias in
the Temple of the birth of John the
Baptist

Luke 1:26-38

Luke 1:39-56

Luke 1:57-80

Matt. 1:18-24

Matt. 1:25a;
Luke 2:1-20

Matt. 1:25b;
Luke 2:21
Luke 2:22-24
Luke 2:25-35
Luke 2:36-38
Matt. 2:1-12

Matt. 2:13-22

Matt. 2:23;
Luke 2:39

Luke 2:40

The Chronological Order of Events

Angel’s announcement of the birth of
Jesus to Mary in Nazareth

Mary visits her cousin Elisabeth,
mother of John the Baptist, for three
months

Birth of John the Baptist to Zacharias
and Elisabeth

Joseph is encouraged by an angel of the
Lord “to take unto thee Mary thy
wife’

Jesus Christ is born in Bethlehem
Jesus' circumcision and naming

Mary’'s purification and Jesus presen-
tation to the Lord

Simeon thanks God for the promised
seed

Anna, a prophetess in the Temple,
gives her praise and thanks to God

Magi from the East arrive in Jerusalem
and proceed to Bethlehem

Joseph, Mary, and the child flee from
Herod to Egypt

After Herod's death Joseph and family
return to Nazareth

Jesus (to age twelve) “grew and waxed
strong”

XXiii



The Chronological Order of Events

Luke 2:41-50 Jesus stays behind at the Temple when
his parents leave after the Feast of
Unleavened Bread

Luke 2:51-52 Jesus (from age twelve to manhood)
“increased in wisdom and stature”

XXV

CALENDAR OF
PERTINENT EVENTS
FROM 4 B.C. to 1 B.C.



Passover Course of Abia Elizabeth’s 6th Month of Pregnancy
April 12-18 May 19-25 ; : Gabriel Appears to Mary
] i ﬁEllzabeth Conceives ‘
TEBETH | SHEBAT | ADAR NISAN IYYAR SIVAN | TAMMUZ AB ELUL TISHRI MAR- KISLEV | TEBETH
CHESHVAN
30 30 29 30 29 30 29 30 29 30 29 29 29
JAN FEB MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY | AUGUST | SEPT OCT NOV DEC
31 28 31 30 31 30 31 31 30 31 30 31
4 B.C.

Birth of John
Circumcision of John

Feast of Trumpets

Birth of Jesus Sept. 11 —

Jupiter-Regulus Conjunction Sept. 14

Circumcision of Jesus Sept. 18

Mary Leaves
Elizabeth's Passover First Jupiter-Venus Conjunction Simeon and Anna at the Temple
T ’i"af- 31—Apr.5 Aug.12 | Oct. 21
SHEBAT | ADAR NISAN IYYAR SIVAN | TAMMUZ AB ELUL TISHRI MAR- KISLEV | TEBETH
CHESHVAN
30 29 30 29 30 29 30 29 30 29 29 29
JAN FEB MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPT OCT NOV DEC
31 28 31 30 31 30 31 31 30 31 30 31
3 B.C.
Jupiter-Regulus Conjunction L ast Massing Jupiter on Meridian Dec. 4
. May 8 . -
Jupiter-Regulus & Jupiter-Venus of Planets A 'Halnufkll\;lah _D_ecé anzﬁ
Conjunction Passover Conjunction in Leo rrival of Magi in Bethlehem
Feb. 17 April 18-24 June 17 August 27 Joseph, Mary, Jesus Flee to Egypt
\ | \ l \
SHEBAT | ADAR ADAR I NISAN IYYAR SIVAN | TAMMUZ AB ELUL TISHRI MAR- KISLEV
CHESHVAN
30 29 30 29 30 29 30 29 30 30 30 29
JAN FEB MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPT OoCT NOV DEC
31 28 31 30 31 30 31 31 30 31 30 31
Lunar Eclipse 2B.C.
Before Herod's Archelaus Disrupts Passover April 8
De?th Jan. 9 Joseph, Me}ry, Jesus Return to Nazareth
TEBETH | SHEBAT | ADAR | NISAN | IYYAR | SIVAN |TAMMUZ| AB ELUL | TISHRI CHQQ}T\}AN KISLEV
30 30 29 30 29 30 29 30 29 30 30 30
JAN FEB MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPT OoCT NOV DEC
31 28 31 30 31 30 31 31 30 31 30 31
3 B.C.

This calendar gives a visual display of the months in which occurred significant dates surrounding
the birth of Jesus Christ. The Hebrew months for those years are given alongside our months. Since
our months are based on a fixed number of days, our dates remain in the same season of the year for
thousands of years. However, the months of the Hebrew calendar are determined by the moon, so
that the actual date of the first day of a month shifts from year to year. The Hebrew lunar months
were either twenty-nine or thirty days in length. These dates can, however, be determined by com-
puting the moon’s motions backwards through history. The dates given here are based on a tradi-

tional reckoning.*

Twelve months reckoned by the moon will fall eleven days short of a full solar year of 365 days.
Therefore, if a festival, such as Passover, is reckoned only by the moon, it will fall over a week
behind each year until it falls in winter! To compensate, an extra month, called an intercalary
month, of either twenty-nine or thirty days, was added by the ancient Hebrews about every third
year to keep the calendar in pace with the seasons. The intercalary month was named the “second

Adar” (Adar II).

The reckoning of Passover is done by counting the fourteenth day of the month (the fourteenth
day after the appearance of the crescent moon at sunset) as the day when the lamb is slain.
However, the month must begin at a time when the season has passed into spring sufficiently so that
the barley was ripe enough to be harvested and presented at the Temple as required by the law. This
harvest determined which years received the second Adar.

*A.A. Akavia, Calendar for 600 Years: Comparative Calendar of All Chronological Tables from the Creation until the End of the Sixth

Millennium (Jerusalem: Mossad Harav Kook, 1975).




GLOSSARY OF ASTRONOMICAL
NAMES AND TERMS

Astrology
the pretended art of predicting the future from the
motions and positions of heavenly bodies

Astronomy
the science describing the position, motions, magni-
tudes, and composition of the heavenly bodies

Aurora Borealis

a luminous phenomenon appearing high in the at-
mosphere at night towards the north, especialy visi-
ble in arctic regions, caused by atomic particles
gjected from the sun

Celestial Equator
the great circle in the heavens directly over the earth’s
equator

Celedtial Latitude
the angular distance from the ecliptic (see Latitude,
Ecliptic)

Celedtial Longitude

the angular distance from the line of longitude marked
by the first point of Aries, which is the position of the
sun over the equator at the spring equinox on March 21

XXX



Glossary of Astronomical Names and Terms

Celestial North Pole

the point in the heavens directly over the earth’s
north pole; now located less than a degree from the
star Polaris

CELESTIAL
LINE OF LINE OF NORTH POLE
CELESTIAL CELESTIAL

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

ECLIPTIC

CELESTIAL
EQUATOR

CELESTIAL
EQUATOR

Comet

a luminous heavenly body orbiting the sun which has
the appearance of a small, bright head trailed by a
tail; orbits range from short parabolic orbits of a few
years to near-hyperbolic orbits of thousands of years

Conjunction
a configuration in which heavenly bodies line up
along a line of celestial longitude; an imaginary

il NORTH POLE

PLANET OR STAR

PLANET

XXX

Glossary of Astronomical Names and Terms

straight line can be drawn through these two celestial
bodies to the celestial north pole

Constellation

a configuration of fixed stars around which, since ex-
treme antiquity, an imaginary pictorial representa-
tion has been drawn in order to preserve the star
names contained therein

Eclipse

the covering of a celestial body by another celestial
body, or its shadow; in a solar eclipse, the moon
passes between the sun and the earth, and the moon
covers the sun, partially or entirely, while in a lunar
eclipse, the moon passes through the earth’s shadow

Ecliptic

the path that the sun moves through the heavens
during the course of a year as it passes through the
twelve constellations of the zodiac

Heliacal Rising

the rising of a celestial body in the eastern sky
shortly before dawn, before the sun obscures it by
its brilliance

Latitude
the angular distance on the surface of the earth north

XXXi
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or south of the equator; lines of latitude circle the
earth parallel to the equator

Longitude

the angular distance on the surface of the earth east
or west of the standard longitude at Greenwich,
England; lines of longitude circle the earth through
the north and south poles

LONGITUDE

LATITUDE

EQUATOR

Massing of Planets
the appearance of three or more planets in a con-
stellation

Meridian

an imaginary semi-circle passing directly overhead
of the observer and intersecting the horizon directly
north and south

Meteor
a small piece of stone or metal in orbit around the sun,
which, when it passes into the earth’s atmosphere, is

XXXii
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heated by friction to incandescence, and appears as a
brief, brilliant streak across the sky

North Pole
the northern extremity of the earth’s axis (different
from Celestial North Pole)

Nova
a star that greatly increases its magnitude, then slowly
decreases over days and weeks following

Occultation

a smaller celestial body being covered by a larger
body, especially the moon passing in front of a star
or planet

Planet

amajor heavenly body revolving in an orbit about
the sun, including the earth; planets visible to the an-
cients were: Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, and
Saturn; modern telescopes have revealed Uranus,
Neptune, and Pluto

Regulus
the brightest star in Leo; in Semitic languages the
word regel means “foot”

Retrograde Motion
a visual effect in which the planets beyond the earth

Xxxiii
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appear to reverse their motion, tracing a loop in the
sky; occurring because of the change in the line of
sight to the planet as the earth passes by the slower-
moving outer planets such as Jupiter

—— 1
1“"\. 1|
N AR ]
L \ FEB Qpras
_{j._ ) re8
f‘ » ; (}JAN
JAN I
LINE OF {
- SIGHT /
= /
EARTH'S JUPITER'S
ORBIT ORBIT

RETROGRADE MOTION

Spica

the brightest star in Virgo; Arabic name is Al Zimach,
akin to the Hebrew root ssemah, translated “sprout,
branch”

Triple Conjunction
an outer planet in retrograde motion passes another
planet or fixed star three times

Zodiac
the constellations through which the ecliptic passes;

XXXV
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names and pictures of these constellations date from
the most remote antiquity; the twelve constellations
are: Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn,
Aquarius, Pisces, Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer,
Leo

Zodiacal Glow

a faint glow lying along the ecliptic from the horizon
to about a 300 angle above the horizon; origin uncer-
tain

XXXV



PART I

THE CELESTIAL
ANNOUNCEMENT OF

THE PROMISED SEED:

THE HISTORICAL AND
ASTRONOMICAL EVIDENCE



CHAPTER ONE

THE BIBLE
AND ASTRONOMY

here is a divinely designed system and order to

God’'s creation. God has numbered and named
the stars, He has set them to revea His marvelous
plan of redemption.

Psalms 147:4:
He [God] telleth the number of the stars; he calleth
them al by their names.

In the beginning, when God created the heavens
and the earth and set the stars in their courses, He af -
fixed specific names to the stars. The very names of
the stars as well as their groupings reveal aspects of
God's plan of redemption. This information was
given to Adam who taught the patriarchs, and in this
manner it was passed on from generation to genera-
tion throughout the centuries.

In the study of astronomy’s relationship to God's
Word, we discover that a knowledge of God and His

3



4 [ Jesus Christ Our Promised Seed

outline of redemption existed thousands of years
before the revelation was given in written form. In
both the positioning of the stars and in the star
names, the revelation of the grand plan of redemp-
tion was given.! According to Psaims 147 the very
names of the stars were chosen by God; they revea
the significance of God's revelation.

It is sometimes difficult for us who are accustomed
to having God's revelation in written form to under-
stand that God can and does communicate to man in
more ways than just the written Word. Hebrews 1:1
states that “God. . . a sundry times and in divers
manners spake.” One of the “divers manners’ in
which God spoke was through the signs given in the
stars. Just as the written Word of God declares God's
glory and redemptive plan, so do the heavens.

Psalms 19:1-6:

The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firma-
ment sheweth his handywork.

Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night
sheweth knowledge.

Thereisno speech nor language, wheretheir voiceisnot
heard.

1. More detailed information on this can be found in the following
sources: Frances Rolleston, Mazzaroth; or, The Constellations (1863; new
ed., London: Rivingtons, 1882); E.W. Bullinger, The Witness of the
Stars (1893; reprint ed., Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1967); Joseph A. Seiss,
The Gospel in the Stars (1882; illus. ed., Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1972);
and Clyde L. Ferguson, The Stan and the Bible (Hicksville, N.Y.: Ex-
position Press, 1978).

The Bible and Astronomy / 5

Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their
words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a
tabernacle for the sun,

Which is as a bridegroom coming out of his chamber,
and rejoiceth as a strong man to run arace.

His going forth is from the end of the heaven, and his
circuit unto the ends of it: and there is nothing hid from
the heat thereof.

A study of the words of this psam clearly indicates
that they denote more than awe for the Creator. In
noting both the structure and words used, the whole
passage graphically tells of God's revelation placed
in the heavens. the stars prophesy, they show
knowledge, they tell of God's glory, and they set
forth His purposes

God’'s creation of the heavens and the earth in
their proper order is given in Genesis 1:1. His
reestablishing of the heavens and the earth for man,
as we know man, begins with Genesis 1:2. After God
had called light into existence, He began giving
order to al things in the heavens and in the earth.

Genesis 1:14:

And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of
the heaven to divide the day from the night; and let
them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, and
years.

2. For a more detailed view of this psalm see The Companion Bible
(reprint ed., Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1974), pp. 737-738.
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Days and years are familiar to everyone. The
“seasons’ mentioned in this verse indicate periods
of time, not just spring, summer, fall, and winter.

The word “signs’ in Genesis 1:14 is of great
significance. It comes from the Hebrew root avah,
meaning “to mark,” and is used of marking some-
one significant to come. Thus, at the very opening of
the written Word, God declares that lights in the fir-
mament of the heaven are signs of important things
to come.

The record of Genesis 1:14 anticipates the coming
of the one who is explicitly prophesied of in Genesis
3:15, the “seed of the woman,” our promised seed.

Genesis 3:15:

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.

Since the stars declare God's plan of redemption,
it is necessary that the stars should herald the coming
of the woman's seed, the redeemer. But how does
one begin to understand the stars and their signs and
how these reveal God's plan?

A person must first be aware that the original
names of stars have been providentialy preserved
down through the centuries in the Semitic languages.
The ancient names of the stars have meanings
which, when properly understood, make up the
foundation of a true Biblica astronomy. Carefully
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note at the outset that Biblical astronomy differs
vastly from the counterfeit “study” of astronomy
known as astrology, which purports to interpret
celestial events as they influence men's lives. The
origind revelation of the starS meaning was God-
given, but as the years passed, the true meaning of
the stars revelation was corrupted and perverted
into astrology. From such perversions developed
many of the widespread myths of the ancient and
modern world. The stars of heaven do give God's
divine plans when properly understood, but the
distortions and practices of astrology are idolatrous
and strenuously forbidden in the Scriptures.?

Biblical astronomy is the true understanding of the
names of the stars as they depict the coming of the
one who is the Christ. Just as the sun and moon in
their courses mark out the days, months, and years,
likewise the stars and planets in their courses mark
out the signs concerning God's plan of redemption
which culminates in Jesus Christ, the seed of the
woman, the Messiah, the promised seed.

The names of the stars give the detailed parts of

3. God's Word specificaly forbids astrology and worship of the
heavenly bodies. Isaiah 47:12-14: “Stand now with thine enchant-
ments, and with the multitude of thy sorceries, wherein thou hast
laboured from thy youth; if so be thou shalt be able to prdfit, if so be
thou mayest prevail. Thou art wearied in the multitude of thy counsels.
Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, the monthly prognosticators,
stand up, and save thee from these things that shall come upon thee.
Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not
deliver themselves from the power of the flame: there shall not be a coa
to warm at, nor fireto sit beforeit.”
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the plan, for the ancient star names were first given
by God. Again, carefully observe Psalms 147:4.

He telleth the number of the stars; he calleth them all
by their names.

To begin to understand God’'s message, the an-
cient names as well as the groupings of the stars and
planets need to be studied. The heavens contain
twelve conspicuous groupings of stars. Throughout
the ancient world these twelve groupings, called
“congtellations,” or “signs of the zodiac,” were
known and respected as depicting eternal truths. To
focus in on one of these constellations and demon-
strate its significance, we can see the record in
Geness 49 where Jacob on his deathbed prophesies
concerning his twelve sons and their offspring for
generations to come.* Verses 9 and 10 contain
Jacob’ s words to his son Judah.

Genesis 49:9 and 10:

Judah isalion’swhelp: from the prey, my son, thou art
gone up: he stooped down, he couched as alion, and as
an old lion; who shall rouse him up?

The sceptre shal not depart from Judah, nor a
lawgiver from between his feet [Hebrew: regel], until
Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the
people be.

4. For a consideration of Jacob's sons as the twelve zodiacal signs see
Ferguson, The Sars and the Bible, pp. 13-15.
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Jacob by inspiration declares that Judah is sym-
bolized by the lion. In the twelve constéllations of the
zodiac, there is one sign for the lion and that is Leo.
Here in Genesis 49, Leo, the lion, and Judah, are
being identified with each other. Furthermore, Jacob
declares that “the sceptre shall not depart from
Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet.” In
astronomical terms this statement is also significant
because of the star named Regulus, which is the
dominant, brightest star in the constellation of Leo.
The Arabic word regel means “foot” and is identical
in meaning to the Aramaic word regla and the
Hebrew word regel. Thus the brightest star in the
constellation of Leo has the Biblical connotation of
the foot, tying in with the “from between his feet,”
of Genesis 49:10. In this one verse alone, the lion of
Judah, Leo, is intertwined with a lawgiver coming
from between his feet, represented by the king star,
Regulus.®

Some of the things foretold in the Book of Genesis
gain their full interpretation and meaning in the
Book of Reveation. So it is with the full identifica-
tion of the lion with the Messiah who would descend
from Judah, which is stated explicitly in Revelation
5:5.

5. All ancient civilizations recognized Regulus as the king star, the one
and only king star in the zodiac. “Regulus’ means “kingly” in Latin.
See Richard Hinckley Allen, Sar Names: Their Lore and Meaning (1899;
new ed., New York: Dover Publications, 1963).
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Revelation 5:5:

And one of the elders saith unto me [the Apostle John,
writer of the Book of Revelation], Weep not: behold,
the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath
prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven sedls
thereof [Christ being the Lion of the tribe of Judah and
the Root and offspring of David].

“...The Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of
David.” Clearly here is the conclusive link between
Judah, the lion, and the Lord Jesus Christ. Thus,
Leo was the specific sign placed in the heavens to
communicate part of God's redemptive plan from
the great-grandson of Abraham, Judah, through his
genedlogical line to the Christ.

This example of the offspring of Judah being linked
to the constellation Leo is just one of many examples
which shows the authority of the stars as signs. The
significance of this particular constellation of Leo
will be viewed in more detall later in this study, but it
is pointed out here to demonstrate that celestia
bodies are God-arranged and have definite God-
ordained meanings and significance.

By way of the stars, God's blueprint for mankind
was known long before it was put into writing. The
detailed meaning of the revelation of the heavens
may never be fully recaptured in our day and time.
However, by studying ancient records, languages,
and astronomica terms, and by evaluating them in
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light of the written Word, enough truth can be seen
to demonstrate some of the greatness of God's
wonderful revelation.



CHAPTER TWO

WHO WERE THE WISE MEN?

To begin our study of the stars on the specific
subject of the coming of the promised one, we
start by looking at the record of the wise men, star
observers, of Matthew 2 . This record tells that wise
men from the East saw a star, “his star,” which
prompted them to go to Jerusalem seeking the king
of the Judeans. Interestingly, these men, Gentiles,
had a knowledge of God's true Word as it was re-
vealed in the stars, for they alone came to Bethlehem
seeking the king of the Judeans as they aone recog-
nized the celestial announcement of his birth.

We too can know what the heavens revealed at the
time of the Messiah's coming. By thoroughly re-
searching what is stated in the Bible, plus studying
the astronomical evidence, we find how intricately
the Bible and astronomy mesh with regards to “his
ga” which the wise men sought, making the truth

13
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regarding the birth of God’'s Son within the reach of
those who want to know.*

What exactly does the Bible record about the wise
men and “his star”? Matthew 2 contains this infor-
mation.

Matthew 2:1:

Now when [after] Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there
came wise men [Greek: magoi] from the east to
Jerusalem.

The Greek word magoi (Aramaic. mgushe) is poorly
translated by the words “wise men.” Magoi is a
reference to a specific religious caste caled Magi or
Magians that was prominent in ancient Near East-
ern society, especidly in Persa Virtualy nothing is
popularly known about them today. Who were these
people? Why were they knowledgeable of the birth of
the Judean king? As far as we know, at the time of
Christ’s birth no one in Israel was aware of ther
king's birth through observation of the stars; it was
only the Magi of the East who came to know of this
event by reading the astronomical message.

Ancient records indicate that the earliest Magi lived

1. Many scholars works have contributed valuable insight into this
field from historical and astronomica points of view. Many
possibilities and new information have been brought to light by Ernest
L. Martin in The Birth of Christ Recalculated, 2d ed. (Pasadena: Founda-
tion for Biblical Research, 1980). His study and suggestions have been
most helpful in our research.
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in Media and Persia as a religious caste before the
time of Zoroaster (ca. 600 B.C.), the founder and
prophet of the Zoroastrian religion. Prior to
Zoroaster, the Magi religion is thought to have been
atype of nature worship.

When Zoroastrianism became prominent in Per-
sa, many Magi adopted it as their own and became
the priesthood of that religion. Following the death
of Zoroaster the Magi splintered into two maor
sects: (1) those who continued following the religion
of Zoroaster, and (2) those who returned to the an-
cient forms of nature worship, especiadly emphasiz-
ing sun worship.?

During the first century after the birth of Christ,
there was a great influx of the Magian sect into the
Roman Empire. These Magi were not those loyal to
Zoroadtrianism; rather, they were those who had fur-
ther developed their pagan forms of sun worship,
magical arts, astrology, and sorcery. From them we
derive the terms “magic” and “magician.” The in-
fluence of this sect of the Magi, the sun worshippers,
on religious practices in the Roman Empire still re-
mains in our culture.

Since the Eastern Magi remained faithful to the
teachings of Zoroagter, it is sgnificant to note several

2. James Hope Moulton, Early Zoroastrianism (1913; reprint ed.,
Amgterdam:  Philo Press, 1972), P. 226; and Moulton, The Treasure of
the Magi (London: Oxford University Press, 1917), p. 64. See aso
George Rawlinson, The Sixth Great Oriental Monarchy (New Y ork: Dodd,
Mead & Co., 1872), pp. 365, 400.
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pardles between Zoroaster’'s teachings and those of
the Old Testament.®> Zoroastrians believed in one
supreme God who created the heavens and the earth,
who authored all that is good. They aso believed in a
spiritual adversary who authored evil. They believed
in a coming redeemer, a prophet who would be sent
by God to save mankind. They strictly forbade the
worship of idols. They believed in angels and in devil
spirits and the eventual triumph of good over evil.
They set forth a system of laws and ethics stressing a
strict code of moral behavior.

It is therefore important to remember that the
Magi of Matthew 2:1 are said to be “from the
east.” They were men reputed for their knowledge
of religion, astronomy, and the spiritual significance
of astronomical phenomena* How did these Magi
happen to accurately understand much of the true
meaning of the stars? The Book of Daniel records

3. These similarities are noted in detail by Peter M. Bernegger in
“The Star of Bethlehem—Part 1: The Biblica Record,” The Way
Magazine, November/ December 1978, pp. 6-10. See also Samuel K.
Nweeya, Persia: The Land of the Magi, 5th ed. rev. (Philadelphia: John
C. Winston, 1913), pp. 249-259.

4. McCasland speaks of Philo' s digtinction between the respected
Magi who were reputable for their genuine knowledge in the natural
and spiritual realms, and those Magi who were, as Philo termed them,
“counterfeit” practitioners of magic. See The Interpreter’s Dictionary of
the Bible (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1962), sv. “Magi,” by SV. Mc-
Casland. Moulton’s Early Zoroastrianism (p. 226) and his Treasure of the
Magi (p. 64) recognize the two groups, and state that those loya to
Zoroaster remained in Persia. In the Peshitta Old Testament, the same
Aramaic word for “wise men,” mgushe, found in Matthew 2:1 occurs,
translated in the King James Version as “sorcerers’ in Danid 2:2,
and as “soothsayers’ in 5:7.
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that Judeans during the Babylonian captivity, five
hundred years before the birth of Christ, wielded
great influence in the royal courts where Magi served.
For example, Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego al held high offices in the kingdom of
Babylon. Daniel was made “master of the magicians
[Magi], astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers,”
according to Daniel 5:11. Judean teaching on the
celestial message in the stars was attentively listened
to in this Babylonian society which set much impor-
tance on celestiad motions. That this society excelled
in astronomy and astrology can be seen in how the
terms “Babylonian” or “Chadean” have been long
synonymous with diviners and observers of the stars.

The truth concerning “his star” became accessi-
ble knowledge to the Magi when the Persians took
over the Babylonian Empire (Danid 5:31). As
recorded in Daniel 6, at the time of the takeover,
Daniel retained the high position he had held under
Babylonian rule. He “was preferred above the
presidents and [the one hundred and twenty]
princes, because an excelent spirit was in him’
(Danid 6:3). Daniel was again set over the Magi,
and therefore could fully instruct them in the ac-
curate knowledge of Biblical prophecy written in the
stars.

Thus, the Judeans in the courts of Nebuchadnez-
zar and Darius passed on their knowledge of the
goiritua sgnificance of the constellationsto the Magi
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who preserved it and hence were aware of the prom-
ise of the birth of the Judean king. Suetonius, the
Roman historian, mentions that an expectation of a
powerful man who would come forth from Judea was
commonly held: “a firm beief had long prevailed
through the East that it was destined for the Empire
of the world at that time to be given to someone who
should go forth from Judaea.”®

Of course, certain mgor questions arise. What
was the star the Magi of Matthew 2:1 and 2 saw?
How did they know that this specific sign was “his
star’? What was the result of the Magi’ s journey to
Jerusdlem? We must look again at Matthew 2 as our
source of information for answering these important
guestions.

Matthew 2:1 and 2:

Now when [after] Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there
came wise men from the east [Eastern Magi] to
Jerusalem,

Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews [Ju-
deans]®? for we have seen his star in the east, and are
come to worship him.

5. Suetonius Vespasian 4.

6. The word “Jew” and its variations as used in the King James Ver-
sion should aways be understood as meaning “Judean.” The word
“Jew” came into vernacular usage relatively late. It was first included
in an English Bible in its present form of “Jew” in the eighteenth cen-
tury. The text reads “Judean” and in our research work we prefer
what the text says. For further information see Victor Paul Wierwille,
“Jew and Judean,” Jesus Christ Our Passover (New Knoxville, Ohio:
American Christian Press, 1980), Appendix 3, pp. 435-440.
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In verse 2 the Greek words trandated “in the
east” are en te anatolg, literally meaning “in the ris-
ing.”’ This phrase refers to the rising of a star shortly
before sunrise, called in astronomy the heliacal rising
of a star.® Since Matthew 2:2 says a “star,” the
Magi must have been referring to the rising of a star
in the eastern sky, a star that arose shortly before
dawn, which was visble until obscured by the
brilliance of the sun.

We must redize that in ancient times al
astronomical bodies (except the sun and moon) were
called “stars,” including what we know as planets.
The Greek and Hebrew words for “star” are used of
any luminous, non-terrestriadl body. Even today,
popular modern usage refers to celestial bodies as
“stars.” In this study the general term “stars’ will
likewise be used unless a specific celestia body is being
referred to.

The Magi had seen a celestial body in its heliaca
rising above the eastern horizon. And, it was not just
any star that arose; it was a star that signaled to them
the birth of the Judean king. They said it was “his
star” who was “born King of the Judeans.”

7. The word anatolé in the singular form, meaning “rising.” In this
form it is often used in reference to the rising of the sun or a star. In its
plural form, anatolon, it means “risings’ and refers to the direction the
sun repeatedly rises day after day. Thus, in the plural form it should be
rendered “east” as in Matthew 2:1, whereas the singular form in
Matthew 2:2 is best trandated literally as “rising.”

8. Henry George Liddell and Robert Scott, comps., A Greek-English
Lexicon, rev. Henry Stuart Jones, 9th ed. (1843; Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1940), p. 123.
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The Scriptures specifically record one other time
the wise men saw this same star after having seen
“hisstar” in therising.

Matthew 2:9:

When they bad heard the king, they departed; and, lo,
the star, which they saw in the east [in the rising], went
before them, till it came and stood over where the
young child was.

God’'s Word clearly records two distinct ap-
pearances of the same star, one in Matthew 2:2 and
one in Matthew 2:9. The word “east” in both versesis
the Greek word anatole, properly trandated “rising.”

The first recorded appearance of this star in the
Bible was observed by the Magi in their homeland.
They saw it “in the rising,” above the eastern
horizon. The second recorded appearance in the
Bible was when the Magi left Jerusdem for
Bethlehem. On this second occasion the star ap-
peared in a southerly direction from Jerusalem. The
star “went before them” and finaly “stood over”
Bethlehem, the place where the young child was.

Using the information given in these two verses of
Matthew 2, many proposals have been set forth as to
the identity of “his star.” We want to consider these
proposals carefully. But before doing so, severa
popular misconceptions must be corrected.

Most people believe that the star seen by the Magi
was exceptiondly bright. However, God's Word in-
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dicates that only the Magi took special note of it. Its
brilliance is never mentioned, only its significance.
Whatever the star was, it was important for its mean-
ing, not its brightness.

Another popular misconception is that, after first
seeing the star, the Magi immediately followed the
star from their eastern homeland to Jerusalem. This
is not so. Tradition depicts the Magi arriving in
Bethlehem on the night of Christ’s birth, finding the
newborn “Christ child” in the manger while the
shepherds stood by. Yet God' s Word clearly demon-
strates that the Magi arrived in Bethlehem over a
year and three months after Jesus birth. In Matthew
2:9-11 the Magi found a “young child,” in Greek
paidion and in Aramaic talya. These words do not
designate a newborn babe. According to Luke 2:16,
the shepherds found a newly delivered babe (Greek:
brephos; Aramaic: ula). The Magi found a child in a
house, not a babe in a stable. No shepherds are men-
tioned as being present.

In researching and identifying “his dar,” we
must do away with al our previous misconceptions
and base this study on concrete information and
evidence from the Bible, history, and astronomy, not
on popular artwork, myths, and conjectures.



CHAPTER THREE

BEGINNING TO DATE
“HIS STAR”

0 discover exactly what “his sta” was we

begin by examining both chronology and
astronomy. Since notable astronomical events hap-
pen frequently throughout history, it is necessary to
determine the possible time limits within which the
star of Matthew 2 appeared. This is crucial, for it has
been an erroneous time frame which has caused
problems with most proposals regarding the identity
of “his star.”

God's Word makes it clear in both Luke 1 and
Matthew 2 that King Herod the Great was alive and
ruling Judea when Jesus Christ was born. So in
order to gain a specific point in time to begin in our
calculations, we must find a date associated with
Herod and work from that point. The noted histo-
rian Josephus, who chronicled events in Judea at the
time of Christ, recorded that an eclipse of the moon
occurred shortly before Herod' s death. Precise
cdculaions can be madeasto the dates upon which

23
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lunar eclipses occur, since eclipses are capable of be-
ing mathematically documented with accuracy.
Therefore, by fixing the date of this eclipse—and
thus the date shortly preceding Herod's death—
scholars can examine astronomical events preceding
those dates and choose from among these events that
which would exactly fit the description of “his star.”

To begin to narrow the time frame, it should be
noted that all scholars concur that Herod's death oc-
curred sometime between 7 B.C. and 1 B.C. Since
his death was preceded by a lunar eclipse, there are
four possibilities to consider because four eclipses
were visible in Palestine between these two dates. In
the past, most scholars have accepted the traditional
teaching, without checking the facts in detail, that
the eclipse recorded by Josephus occurred on March
13 of 4 B.C. and that Herod died before Passover the
following month. However, we want to reevaluate
for ourselves al four lunar eclipses visble to an
observer in Palestine between 7 B.C. and 1 B.C. The
four are:

(1) atotal eclipse on March 23, 5 B.C.

(2) atota eclipse on September 15, 5 B.C.

(3) apartia eclipse on March 13, 4 B.C.
(previoudy the most popular candidate)

(4) atota eclipse on January 9, 1 B.C.

A major problem with both the March 23, 5 B.C.
(1), and the March 13, 4B.C. (3) eclipsesis that they
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occurred too close to their respective Passovers.
Josephus records a lengthy list of events which took
place between the lunar eclipse and Passover during
the year that Herod died.* It would have been im-
possible to squeeze al of these events between either
of these eclipses and their respective Passover dates.
What were all these events? Josephus noted that
Herod executed two high priests a the time of the
lunar eclipse, after which Herod's lingering illness
was greatly aggravated, so he went to Callirrhoe to
the east of Jordan to seek relief in its hot baths.
However, the treatments failed and he returned to
Jericho. Knowing that the Judean nation cared
nothing for him and that his death would be a cause
for celebration, Herod sent messengers throughout
Judea to bring every principal man in every city and
village to Jericho. When they were gathered, Herod
had them all confined to the hippodrome (or race-
course), intending to have them killed when he died.
After al these men had been gathered and confined,
envoys from Caesar a¢ Rome arrived giving Herod
permission to execute or banish his son, Antipater.
Herod had him executed immediately. Herod died five
days later. Upon his death, Herod's other son,
Archelaus, became king whereupon Archelaus
released the prisoners in the hippodrome. Archelaus
prepared a lavish funera for his father and a proces-
gon, condsing of Herod's soldiers and servants,

1. Josephus The Antiquities of the Jews 17.6.5.
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marched to the Herodian, a fortified mountain south
of Jerusadlem, where they buried Herod. Scholars
estimate that this funeral procession from Jericho to
the Herodian required a least twenty-five days.
After the buria, Archelaus then mourned his father
for seven more days before returning to Jerusalem
and preparing to sail for Rome to have Caesar con-
firm his reign. But before Archelaus left, a genera
riot erupted as the Passover was beginning. The
tumult was so serious that Archelaus sent in his army
to put down the uprising and to send the people
home from the Passover.?

2. Incidentaly, the time of the death of Herod can be estimated by ex-
amining the events recorded by Josephus, and alowing a minimum
time for them to be accomplished. The following list gives a reasonable
minimum time for the events between the eclipse of January 9 and
Herod'sdeathin 1 B.C.

Symptoms of Herod' s disease intensify 7 days
Herod travelsto Callirrhoe and receives bath treatments 14 days
Herod returns to Jericho and summons all Judean elders 14 days
Herod executes Antipater and lives for five more days 5 days

40 days

Forty days after the eclipse of January 9 brings us to February 18,
the earliest date that Herod could have died.

Similarly, estimates can be given for the time for the events follow-
ing Herod' s death.

Preparations for Herod' s funeral 3days
Funeral procession from Jericho to the Herodian 25 days
Archelaus officially mourns 7 days
Archelaus returns to Jerusalem and preparesto sail for Rome 7 days

42 days

Forty-two days before the Passover on April 8 gives February 26
(1B.C. being alegp year), which isthe latest date that Herod could have died.

Even with the uncertainties in the exact time of these events, the
time of the death of Herod can be narrowed to within a week.
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Since this time-consuming series of events oc-
curred between the lunar eclipse and Passover in the
year that Herod died, it would be impossible to com-
press al of these stated events into the time alotted
in the 5 B.C. eclipse, especiadly since March 23 was
the very date of the Passover that year. Furthermore,
in 4 B.C. the eclipse was on March 13, and Passover
that year was only a month later on April 11—simply
not enough time for al the events spoken of by
Josephus to have taken place.

Some scholars have proposed that the eclipse of
September 15, 5 B.C. was the one mentioned by
Josephus, shortly after which Herod died. This date
gives a six-month period between Herod's death and
the Passover. Josephus records that after Herod's
funeral, the new king Archelaus hasted to sail to
Rome at the same time that the Passover was ap-
proaching. The problem with the date of this eclipse
is, how could it be said that Archelaus hasted to Rome
if he had waited six months from the death of Herod
in the fall until Passover the following spring? This
and other factors discount this eclipse as the one
Josephus records.?

There is only one remaining lunar eclipse to con-
sder,and that is the tota eclipse on January 9,

3. Another factor is that Josephus records that Herod stayed in Jericho
until his death. Herod would not have subjected himself to residing in
Jericho in the intense late summer desert heat preceding September,
especidly since his illness made him extremely uncomfortable. In
winter Jericho would have been pleasant. See also Martin, Birth of
Christ Recalculated, pp. 50-52.
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1 B.C. All the events recorded by Josephus occurring
between the lunar eclipse and Passover could and do
fit into this threeemonth time period of January 9
and Passover on April 8intheyear 1 B.C.

There is other evidence also which clearly dates
that the birth of Christ occurred after 4 B.C. At least
sixteen early Christian sources date Christ's birth
after 4 B.C., the mgority of which date his birth in
3B.C*

A handful of scholars from the sixteenth century to
the present have asserted the authenticity of the
January 9, 1 B.C. eclipse as the one Josephus recorded

4. Early Sources Dating Christ’s Birth

Approximate Date of

Date of Source Source Christ’s Birth
180 A.D. Irenaeus 4/3B.C.

194 AD. Clement of Alexandria 3/2B.C.

198 AD. Tertullian 3/2B.C.
170-240 A.D. Julius Africanus 3/2B.C.
170-236 A.D. Hippolytus of Rome 3/2B.C.
185-253 A.D. Origen 3/2B.C.
325A.D. Eusebius of Caesarea 3/2B.C.
490-585 A.D. Cassiodorus Senator 3B.C.

While it is true that early Christian writings may not be the most
reliable chronological sources, when their testimonies are so consistent
it certainly warrants attention and explanation, especialy in this case
since no Chrigtian church father dates the birth of Christ before
4 B.C., and only one dates it before the Passover of April, 4 B.C. One
may add to the above sources Orosius, Chrysostom, Jerome, The
Paschal Chronicle, Hippolytus of Thebes, Photius (the Patriarch of Con-
stantinople), Zonaras, and Bar Hebraeus (who cited Syrian, Arme-
nian, and Greek sources), dl of whom accepted a 3/2 B.C. date for
Christ's birth. See Martin, Birth of Christ Recalculated, p. 5; Jack
Finegan, Handbook of Biblical Chronology (Princeton: Princeton Univer-
sity Press, 1964), pp. 222-230.
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as preceding Herod's death. Their proposal found
little acceptance, because of tradition. In The Birth of
Christ Recalculated, Ernest Martin presents material so
overwhemingly supportive of this January 9, 1 B.C.
eclipse, that students and scholars have been prompted
to rethink their assumptions and give the 1 B.C. date
serious consideration. The evidence is impressive
both historically and astronomically.

Since it has been popularly held that the March 13,
4 B.C. eclipse was the one spoken of by Josephus,
most scholars and astronomers looked only at astro-
nomical occurrences before that time in considering
possibilities for “his star.” Working within that time
frame, the triple conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in
7 B.C. was most impressive. Other candidates
were suggested, but the triple conjunction has con-
tinued to prevail in the Christmas shows at planetari-
ums throughout the world.® But by placing Herod's
death early in 1 B.C., other astronomical events be-
tween 4 B.C. and 1 B.C. are now being considered
by scholars and are swaying scientific thought re-
garding “his star.”

5. See Appendix 1, “The Triple Planetary Conjunction of 7 B.C.,”
pp. 271-273



CHAPTER FOUR

ASTRONOMICAL
CANDIDATES
FOR “HIS STAR”

Snce early 1 B.C. is the latest year in which Jesus
ould have been born, as Herod would still have
been living prior to that time, we must now consider
the earliest possible date for his birth. Scholars
generdly agree that any date before 7 B.C. is much
too early because historical evidence cannot be
reconciled with an earlier date. So using 7 B.C. to
1 B.C. as the parameters within which the birth of
Christ must have fallen, we will examine astronomi-
cal events of significance between those two dates,
looking for the outstanding candidate fitting the
gpecifications of “his star.” The following list
catalogs noteworthy celestial occurrences of that time
period.

Working within this time frame of 7 B.C. to
1 B.C. and its noteworthy astronomical occur-
rences, we now must narrow down the candidates by
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SIGNIFICANT CELESTIAL EVENTS

7B.C.—1B.C
May 27, 7B.C. |Jupiter and Saturn in conjunction in Pisces
Oct. 5, 7B.C. Jupiter and Saturn in conjunction in Pisces
Dec. 1, 7B.C. Jupiter and Saturn in conjunction in Pisces
Feb. 25, 6B.C Massing of planets Jupiter, Saturn, and Mars
in Pisces
March 5, 6 B.C. |Jupiter and Marsin conjunction in Pisces
March 23, 5B.C. |Tota lunar eclipse
March, 5 B.C. Nova (perhaps comet) appearsin Capricorn
or Aquila
Sept. 15, 5B.C. |Total lunar eclipse
March 13, 4 B.C. |Partia lunar eclipse
April, 4B.C. Nova (perhaps comet) appearsin Aquila
Aug. 12, 3B.C. |Jupiter and Venusin conjunction in Leo
Sept. 1, 3B.C. Mercury and Venusin conjunction in Leo
Sept. 14, 3B.C. |Jupiter and Regulus in conjunction in Leo
Feb. 17, 2B.C. Jupiter and Regulusin conjunction in Leo
May 8, 2B.C. Jupiter and Regulusin conjunction in Leo
June 17, 2B.C. |Jupiter and Venusin conjunction in Leo
Aug. 27, 2B.C. |Massing of planets Mercury, Venus, Mars,
and Jupiter in Leo
Dec. 9, 2B.C. Venus and Mars in conjunction in Scorpio
Jan. 9, 1B.C. Total lunar eclipse
Aug. 21, 1B.C. |Jupiter and Venusin conjunction in Virgo
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consdering the in light of the astronomical
specifications designated in Matthew 2. Since the
Magi used the expression “star” to describe their
astronomical observation of the birth of the Judean
king, let us establish exactly what that term meant.
In Biblica usage, as well as in popular modern
usage, “star” could refer to any luminous body in
the sky. Thus the possibilities for “his star” taken from
the preceding list could include a nova, a comet, a
planetary conjunction, or a planet. Each of these
candidates merits consideration. However, this
research work proves “his star” was the planet
Jupiter.’

Was“ hisstar” either a nova or a comet?

The word “nova’ isaform of a Latin word mean-
ing “new.” A nova is actualy a star which suddenly
increases in brilliance and then gradually grows
fainter. Upon seeing it flare up, the ancients thought
a new star was being born, hence the name “nova.”
A comet is a celestiad body that has a long luminous
tail and travels in an orbit around the sun which may
take anywhere from three to thousands of years to
complete.

According to Chinese records, an unusual star ap-
peared in the constellation of either Capricorn or

1. Other transient astronomical events such as zodiacal glow, aurora
borealis, eclipses, or meteors are not significant enough to consider.



34/ Jesus Christ Our Promised Seed

Aquila in March of 5 B.C. The sources are not clear
as to whether this was a nova or comet.? Chinese
records also indicate the appearance of another nova
or comet in the constellation of Aquila in April of
4B.C3

However, because Matthew 2 specifies two ap-
pearances of the same star, these nova or comet ap-
pearances cannot qualify as “his star” as they would
not be two appearances of the same star. They would
be appearances of different stars at two different
times. A nova will seldom flare up more than once,
and very rarely will it repeat its initial brilliance. For
these reasons, neither the appearance of a nova or
comet in March of 5 B.C., nor another appearance
in April of 4 B.C., qudify asthe star of Matthew 2.*

Was “ hisstar” a planetary conjunction?

A planetary conjunction is the aligning of either

2. J Williams, Observations of Comets from B.C. 611 to A.D. 1640 (Lon-
don: Strangeways and Walden, 1871), p. 10; Hs Tse-tsung, “A New
Catalog of Ancient Novae,” Smithsonian Contributions to Astrophysics 2
(1958), p. 115; K. Lundmark, “The Messianic Ideas and Their
Agronomica Background,” Actesdu vii congrisinternational d’ histoire des
sciences, Jerusalem 4 (1953), p. 438.

3. Williams, Observationsof Comets, p. 10; Finegan, Handbook of Biblical
Chronology, p. 247.

4. It is aso suggested that “his star” was the comet now commonly
known as “Halley’s Comet” which appeared from August to October of
12 B.C. Evidence which has been put forward to support the
Halley’s Comet theory is that Luke 2 records an enrollment that took
place under Cyrenius, which is spelled “Quirinius’ in Latin. A tomb
inscription from 10 B.C. refers to a man named Quirinius who sent a
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two or more planets, or a planet and a star, in the
same part of the heavens along the same degree of
celestia longitude. When they are in conjunction, an
observer can mentally draw a straight line through
these celestial bodies to the celestial north pole.® For
several days before and after a conjunction, the two
bodies are approaching conjunction in the same part
of the sky. A conjunction is defined not by the actual
positions of heavenly bodies in their orbits around
the sun, but deds only with their position in the
heavens as an observer on earth views them. To an
observer on earth a conjunction occurs at the point of
closest approach between the two planets. Normally,
two planets in conjunction are clearly distinguishable
one from another. Only on extremely rare occasions
are the celestial bodies so close together that the two
bodies appear to merge as one. Can a conjunction or
conjunctions qualify as “his star”? No. The reason
being that a conjunction of two planets, even if they

census taker to a town in Syria to carry out a census, which may have
been taken in 12 B.C. However, a detailed study in chapter 16
demonstrates that this 12 B.C. census could not have been the census
of Luke 2.

The proposd that Haley's Comet was “his star” seems unlikely for two
reasons: (1) a comet was traditionally regarded as an omen of evil;
and (2) setting 12 B.C. asthe year of Christ’s birth conflicts with historical
records. Although some have tried to compress historica
records in order to make Christ’s birth coincide with this appearance of
Halley’'s Comet, 12 B.C. is smply far too early to synchronize with
the historica record surrounding the birth of Christ.

5. See Glossary of Astronomical Names and Terms at the beginning of
this book for a pictorial illustration of a conjunction.
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merged one over the other, smply cannot be referred
to inthesingular asa“sar.”

Between 12 B.C. and 7 A.D. there were hun-
dreds of planetary conjunctions and groupings.
However, most of them were either too close to the
sun to be observed or were not visible from the Mid-
dle East. Others were quite ordinary events that
would not attract specia attention. The rare triple
conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in Piscesin 7 B.C.
was most remarkable, but chronologically would not
fit the historical record of events surrounding
Christ’s birth.

Was “ his star” a planet?

The possibility of “his star” being a planet is the
most likely. The celestid body whose activity the
Mag observed definitely was in motion in the
heavens. Stars, used in the strict sense of the word,
appear fixed in relation to each other because they
are in distant space. The planets of our solar system
were termed “wandering stars’ (Greek: planetes
asteres). Planets are so close to us that we are able to
follow their motions. A planet in its activity would
attract far more attention than a fixed star in distant
space. Thus a planet merits our full attention as a
candidate for “his star.”

Writers have dedt at length with the spiritual
significance of the constellations and their respective
gars, but little has been said of the significance of the
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planets from a Biblical point of view. This subject is
beset with difficulties because of the numerous
meanings which have been assigned to the planets
over the centuries. But once one redizes that the
planets do have a genuine Godly significance and
importance and that this significance must fit within
the framework of God's Word, one can begin to
work this subject accurately as we consider planets as
candidates for “his star.”

Mercury, the planet closest to the sun, has long
been characterized as the messenger god, the one
who delivers messages. In Acts 14:12 Paul as the
chief speaker is caled Mercurius. This same
characteristic of being a message-bearer is attributed
to Gabrie, God's archangel, whom God sent to
Mary in Nazareth in Luke 1:26.

Venus, the next closest planet to the sun, is known
in astronomy as the morning star because of its
prominent position and brightness in the dawn sky.
Biblicaly, it is associated with Jesus Christ, “the
bright and morning star” in Revelation 22:16.

Mars, the first planet farther away from the sun
than Earth is in mythology associated with war. In
its genuine spiritual light this characteristic is best
seen in the Archangel Michael, whom God commis-
sions to stand and fight for His people. He is spoken
of as standing for God's people in Daniel 12:1, and
as fighting the Devil in Revelation 12:7.

Stll father away from the sun than Mars is
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Jupiter. In mythology Jupiter was the father of gods,
the ruler, the king who reigned over al else. Jupiter
was associated with royalty. Interestingly, the
Hebrew name for the planet Jupiter is ssedeq, mean-
ing “righteousness.” The Messiah who would come
from David's genetic line was to be the “righteous
Branch,” according to Jeremiah 23:5, who would
reign as a king and execute righteousness. His name
would be called “the Lord our Righteousness’ (Jer-
emiah 23:5 and 6; Jeremiah 33:15 and 16). Thus
Jupiter has characteristics that would associate it
with the Messiah, the Christ.

Saturn’s significant associations have been ob-
scured more than others, athough Saturn is identi-
fied as the god responsible for agriculture and the
harvest. In astrological lore, Saturn is an evil star
ggnifying death and darkness. Likewise in Jewish
tradition, its usual signification is negative, for it is
associated with death, destruction, weeping, and
grief. It was felt to have a hindering and inhibitive
force in its negative aspect, especially when in con-
junction with another planet.® Perhaps here is a clue
to its association with Satan, the falen archange.
The smilarity between the names “Saturn” and
“Satan” point to a possible common etymological
origin.

6. Joel C. Dobin, To Rule Both Day and Night: Astrology in the Bible,
Midrash, and Talmud (New York: Inner Traditions International,
1977), pp. 79, 166.
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No ancient beliefs surrounded Uranus, Neptune,
and Pluto, the three remaining planets in our solar
system, because being invisible to the naked eye,
they were unknown to the ancients.

The above associations and meanings proposed
for the planets cannot be affirmed with finality.
However, they are very interesting when viewed in a
Biblical light.

Could the planet Jupiter be * his star” ?

For many years scholars discounted or ignored the
outstanding celestial activities of Jupiter in 3 B.C.
and 2 B.C. because of their assumption that Herod
died in the spring of 4 B.C., shortly after the
March 13 eclipse. Thus, only notable astronomical
phenomena occurring before 4 B.C. were seriously
considered as candidates for “his star.” Under those
conditions, a triple conjunction of Jupiter and
Saturn visible in 7 B.C. was the most viable can-
didate. Now that it has been demonstrated that the
eclipse recorded by Josephus was on January 9,
1 B.C,, instead of March 13, 4 B.C., the fina pro-
posal that merits our consideration is that Jupiter is
“his star,” the star of the Messiah, the promised
seed. This corresponds to the Biblical description of
the star in Matthew 2 as well as with historical
details recorded in the Word of God. In looking at
the lig on page 32 regarding significant celestial
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events, one is immediately struck by the observation
that the planet Jupiter is common to most of these
noteworthy astronomical events occurring between
May 27, 7 B.C. and August 27, 2 B.C. The following
table lists ten conjunctions involving Jupiter with
other celestial bodies between these two dates.

What is so remarkable about Jupiter’s being “his
star”? Jupiter is the largest planet in our solar
system, and associated by the ancients with kings. It
was the “king planet,” a roya planet of great
significance.”

Since Jupiter was in the sky every night, there
must have been some special indication heralding the
birth not only of any king, but specificaly of a Ju-
dean king. If Jupiter were “his star,” the fact that
the Magi came in search of one when was “born king
of the Judeans’ indicates that Jupiter must have ap-
peared in a position significant of Judea.

In August of 3 B.C. Jupiter first became visible
above the eastern horizon as a morning star. In Mat-
thew 2:2, the Magi referred to this initiad ap-
pearance when they said they saw it “in the rising.”
However, they did not immediately leave for Jerusa-
lem on this appearance. It was the extraordinary
chain of six maor astronomical events involving
Jupiter in the constellation Leo that intensified the

7. Encydopedaedia Britannica, 1954 ed., sv. “Jupiter.” Also see Martin,
“Jupiter—The Planet of the Messiah,” Birth of Chris Recalculated, Ap-
pendix 11, pp. 173-177.
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SIGNIFICANT CONJUNCTIONS OF JUPITER
WITH OTHER CELESTIAL BODIES NEAR
THE TIME OF CHRIST

May 27, Jupiter and Saturn in conjunction in

7B.C. the constellation Pisces .99
Oct. 3, Jupiter and Saturn in conjunction in

7B.C. the constellation Pisces .99
Dec. 1, Jupiter and Saturn in conjunction in

7B.C. the constellation Pisces .99
March 5, | Jupiter and Saturn in conjunction in

6 B.C. the constellation Pisces .80
Aug. 12, Jupiter and Venus in conjunction in

3B.C. the constellation Leo .23
Sept. 14, Jupiter and the star Regulus in conjunc-

3B.C. tion in the constellation Leo .63
Feb. 17, Jupiter and the star Regulus in conjunc-

2B.C. tion in the constellation Leo 1.19
May 8, Jupiter and the star Regulus in conjunc-

2B.C. tion in the constellation Leo 1.06
June 17, Jupiter and Venus in conjunction in

2B.C. the constellation Leo .04
Aug. 27, Jupiter and Mars in conjunction in

2B.C. the constellation Leo 14

NOTE: This table's calculations are derived from computer-based tables compiled
by Bryant Tuckerman, perhaps the most accurate source for such calculations. See
Bryant Tuckerman, Planetary, Lunar, and Solar Positions: 601 B.C. to 1969 at Five-
Day and Ten-Day Intervals, 2 vols. (Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society,
1962).

*Togiveanidea of the distance of separation between the celestial bodies during
these conjunctions, .50 degrees is approximately equivalent to the apparent
diameter of the of the moon.
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significance of this appearance to the Magi and from
which they concluded that the king of the Judeans
had been born.

On August 12,3 B.C., at 5 A.M., Jupiter came
into a very close conjunction with Venus in the
eastern sky (fig. 1). The spiritual significance of this
was that Jupiter, the planet of royalty and kingship,
was in conjunction with Venus, a planet that is
Biblically used for the Messiah in the expression
“the bright and morning star.” Furthermore, this
conjunction was in the constellation of Leo, the sign
of the lion, the constellation associated with the tribe
of Judah. And as we know from Jacob s prophecy
recorded in Genesis 49, the Messiah was to come
out of Judah as the ruler of Israel. So on August 12,
3 B.C., the royal planet of Jupiter was not only in
conjunction with Venus, the bright and morning
star, but in the constellation of Leo, the constellation
which represented the rulership of Judah.

Almost a month later, on September 14, 3 B.C.,
Jupiter came into conjunction with the star Regulus
(fig. 2).8 Regulus is the brightest star of the constel-
lation Leo and is traditionally called “the heart of the
lion” since it is situated in that general area of the

8. Although from an astronomical point of view the conjunction
technically occurred on September 14, Jupiter s slow movement and
the angle of observation would have made a conjunction apparent to
any observer as early as September 12 before dawn. This may be
significant in light of an astronomical event which occurred during the
day and evening of September 11 which we will study later.

VENUS, +/
.'I

~ g/ WIPITER
,'!_ ':I-If *)

HORIZON

Fig. 1. Jupiter and Venus in Conjunction in Leo
5:00 A.M., August 12, 3 B.C.

This diagram shows what an observer, standing near the latitude of Palestine or
Persia, would see facing east on the date August 12, 3 B.C. at 5:00 A.M. The
horizontal line represents the horizon, and due east is the small vertical line marked
on the horizon. Therefore, Leo at 5:00 A.M. was rising somewhat north of east.
Lines connect the major stars that outline the constellation of Leo, and certain other
stars are indicated for more completeness (astronomical practice marks the brighter
stars in a constellation by Greek letters). The ecliptic is the path the sun moves
through in its annual motion. The sun passed through Leo from July 9 until Au-
gust 17 in Christ s tithe. Presently it moves through Leo a month later. The direc-
tion to the north pole is indicated by the arrow. Arrows are drawn projecting from
the planets to indicate the relative direction and speed of their motion.
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Fig. 2. Jupiter and Regulus in Conjuction in Leo
4:00 A.M., September 14, 3 B.C.
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configuration in that constellation. In antiquity
Regulus was known as the king star, being associated
with rulership and dominion, just as Jupiter was the
king planet. Thus on September 14, 3 B.C,, the
king planet and the king star were in conjunction in
the constellation Leo. Looking at figure 2, we see
that the view to the observer was similar to that
which was seen in August, the month before, but
now Leo was higher in the sky, so that by 4:00 A.M.,
Leo was aready well above the horizon, with the first
stars of the constellation Virgo beginning to rise.

Five months later, on February 17, 2 B.C., Jupi-
ter and Regulus again came into conjunction in Leo
(fig. 3). By early morning, Leo was setting in the
west, so that figure 3 shows the horizon with Leo
setting somewhat north of due west. The conjunction
was not the only astronomical phenomenon at this
time—the moon slowly moved into position between
Jupiter and Regulus, and literaly covered Regulus
in a phenomenon called an occultation. This was in-
deed a momentous event.

A third Jupiter-Regulus conjunction occurred on
May 8, 2 B.C. (fig. 4). On this date, Leo was set-
ting in the western sky in the hours prior to mid-
night. A crescent moon was aso visible at this time
ahead of Leo, closer to the horizon.

With Jupiter, the planet signifying royaty, and
Regulus, the king star of the constellation Leo, com-
ing into conjunction three timesinthe space of eight
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months, the Magi in observing Jupiter’s celestial
travels would have had much to consider as to its
spiritual significance.

On June 17, 2 B.C., Jupiter and Venus came
into conjunction again. Between their initial con-
junction ten months before in August and this one,
Venus had disappeared into the light of the sun, but
reemerged in the west as an evening star, and slowly
began progressing east toward Jupiter, which was
slowly traveling west. The two planets were on a re-
markable course toward each other, as if for a planned
rendezvous. Thus, on the evening of June 17,
2 B.C., Jupiter and Venus met in the western sky
(fig. 5). The conjunction occurred at the same time
the full moon appeared in the eastern sky. This
Jupiter-Venus conjunction was rare indeed, for the
two planets were separated by only .04 degrees. To
the human eye they appeared to merge into one as a
brilliant, dazzling star. Thus, the two brightest
planets in the heavens, the king planet and the bright
and morning star planet, both of which are scrip-
turally symbolic of the Messiah, had joined together
in what was a truly spectacular celestial event. And,
as the final crowning point, the conjunction occurred
in the constellation of Leo, the lion, the ruler of
Israel.

Finally, on August 27, 2 B.C., Jupiter came into
a very close conjunction with Mars in the constella-
tion Leo at the same time that Mercury and Venus
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Fig. 2. Jupiter and Regulus in Conjuction in Leo
4:30 A.M., February 17, 2 B.C.
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Fig. 4. Jupiter and Regulus in Conjuction in Leo
11 P.M., May 8, 2 B.C.
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Fig. 5. Jupiter and Venus in Conjuction in Leo
9:30 P.M., June 17, 2 B.C.
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Figure 6. Massing of Planets Jupiter, Mars, Mercury, and
Venus in Leo (Jupiter and Mars in Conjunction)
5:00 A.M., August 27, 2 B.C.
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were also visible in that constellation (fig. 6). All this
was observable in the early morning in the eastern
sky, just as the first conjunction which had occurred
in Leo over a year before (see fig. 1 for August 12,
3 B.C. conjunction).

The six astronomical events in Leo that captured
the Magi’ s attention were the following:

1. Jupiter and Venusin conjunction in Leo:
August 12, 3B.C.

2. Jupiter and Regulus in conjunction in Leo:
September 14, 3 B.C.

3. Jupiter and Regulus in conjunction in Leo:
February 17, 2 B.C.

4. Jupiter and Regulus in conjunction in Leo:
May 8, 2B.C.

5. Jupiter and Venus in conjunction in Leo:
June 17, 2 B.C.

6. Massing of planets Jupiter, Mars, Mercury,
and Venus in Leo (Jupiter and Mars in con-
junction): August 27, 2 B.C.

The final conjunction in Leo with its massing of
four planets convinced the Magi that a king had been
born in Judea. They began their journey to Jerusa
lem to find the “king of the Judeans’ soon after this
event.

When all of these astronomical events are con-
ddered in light of God's Word, the proposal of
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Jupiter as “his sta” is the clear and only true
choice. Its roya significance, its Messianic associa-
tions, and its repeated appearances in astronomically
and scripturally meaningful positions conform to the
record in God's Word of the birth of the promised
seed.

CHAPTER FIVE

JUPITER AND THE MAGI

he first recorded appearance of “his star” in

Matthew 2:2 was “in the rising.” Thiswould bein
accordance with Jupiter's initial appearance in the
eastern morning sky in August, 3 B.C. It is this first
appearance of Jupiter that the Magi referred to in
Matthew 2:2: “we have seen his star in the east.”
Ancient astronomers in the course of their regular
observations always noted the date a star or planet first
appeared above the eastern horizon at dawn, called the
heliacal rising.

Matthew 2:2:

Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews [Ju-
deans]?for we have seen his star in the east [in theris-
ing], and are come to worship him.

Watching Jupiter closely after its heliacal rising in
August, 3 B.C., the observant Magi began to
redize the significance of what they were seeing. A
king had been born (Jupiter-Regulus conjunction), a
king that would come out of Judah (Leo). This was
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the long-promised king of the Judeans, the Messiah.
He would be the bright and morning star (Venus) for
whom mankind had waited for centuries. When this
realization flowed together in their understanding,
the Magi prepared to travel westward to Judea. Cer-
tainly the awesome massing of the planets in August
of 2 B.C. was the final motivation.

Because ancient astronomers paid particular at-
tention to the planets when in retrograde motion,
which is when they appear to change direction," the
Magi would have carefully noted this in Jupiter in
2 B.C. Jupiter went into retrograde motion on
November 29, 3 B.C. and on March 29, 2 B.C.
(fig. 7). When these motions were followed by con-
tinued significant configurations, such as the
Jupiter-Venus conjunction in June of 2 B.C. and
the massing of the planets in August of 2 B.C., it is
understandable that the Magi would conclude with
certainty the astronomical message that was being
given.

Prompted by this overwhelming evidence, the
Magi left their homeland and traveled to Jerusalem.
There they received instructions from Herod to seek
the child in Bethlehem, only five miles directly south
of Jerusalem.’

1. A. Aaboe, “Scientific Astronomy in Antiquity,” in The Place of
Astronomy in the Ancient World, ed. F.R. Hodson, organized by D.G.
Kendall, et al. (London: Oxford University Press, 1974), pp. 21-42.
2. The Magi’s arrival in Jerusalem and their dealing with Herod as
told in Matthew 2:1-9 is examined in detail in chapter 17, “The
Magi,” pp. 229-248.
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Fig. 7. Path of Jupiter
August, 3 B.C.—November, 2 B.C.

Expanded verticle scale to indicate retrograde motion
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Matthew 2:9:

When they had heard the king [Herod)], they departed;
and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went
before them, till it came and stood over where the
young child was.

As the Magi left Jerusdlem, they saw go before
them the same star, Jupiter, which they had seen in
the rising. As they traveled south, the star “went
before them, till it came and stood” over Bethlehem.
How could “his star” so clearly point out Bethlehem
to the Magi? There is an astronomical explanation
for such a seemingly phenomenal event.

All the visible stars and planets appear to an
observer on earth to move westward during the
course of a night, smilar to the motion of the sun
during the day. A star or planet will reach its highest
point when it arrives on the meridian, directly south
of the observer in the northern hemisphere. This is
similar to the sun when it reaches its highest point
during the day at noon, when it is on the same meri-
dian as the observer; from this point on, the sun
begins to descend in the western half of the sky.

Asthe Magi left Jerusalem, they saw Jupiter on its
nightly course. Looking south they saw it high in the
sky, nearing its apex on the meridian of Jerusalem
and Bethlehem. As learned astronomers, they knew
that Jupiter would slowly progress to its meridian.
Indeed, asthey traveled, they could see Jupiter slowly
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moving in the direction of Bethlehem. The very star
they had seen “in the rising,” which had inspired
their journey to Judea, the star they had seen in so
many notable configurations—the king planet—was
now confirming their destination by approaching its
meridian as they traveled towards it.

As the Magi approached Bethlehem (fig. 8), Jupi-
ter finally “stood over” where the child was, the area
of Bethlehem. The time period in which the Magi
traveled to Bethlehem could only have been between
December 4, 2 B.C., when Jupiter could be seen in
this position over Bethlehem, and before January 9,
1 B.C., when the events surrounding the death of
Herod began. The words “stood over” do not neces-
sarily mean Jupiter stopped; they mean the star had
reached its highest point, or “stood.” In beholding
“his star” as it stood over Bethlehem, the Magi were
thrilled with unspeakable joy that they would soon
find the one they had come searching for: the king of
the Judeans whose star they had seen in the rising,
yes, the promised seed.

BETHLEHEM

i
MERIDIAM

Py [

ZH.

JERUSALEM

Fig. 8. Magi Approach Bethlehem
6:30 A.M., December, 2 B.C.
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CHAPTER SIX

DAY AND TIME OF DAY
OF CHRIST'S BIRTH

t is established that the eclipse recorded in

Josephus occurred on January 9, 1 B.C., and
that it was not long before this that Herod interviewed
the Magi concerning the appearance of the star (De-
cember of 2 B.C.). When Herod discovered that the
Magi would not be returning, he arranged to have
the children in Bethlehem killed, and specified that
they must be “two years old and under, according to
the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise
men,” Matthew 2:16 tells us. Herod would not have
specified two years as the upper limit unless he knew
from his diligent inquiry of the Magi that the child
was born during 3 B.C.

Biblical, historical, and astronomica evidence
converge on 3 B.C. as the year of Jesus Christ's
birth. Building on this information of 3 B.C. as the
year of Christ's birth, we ca