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Preface

The Bible TellsMe So is organized into four parts.
“Freedom From Bondage,” “What We Believe=What
We Are,” “Physical and Spiritual Wholeness’ and
“The Word in Our Minds.” Within each part are
chapters, each chapter having been researched and
originaly written as am individual study. By loosely
grouping the studies into general topics, a person can
get a broader perspective as the parts fit together to
make up the larger whole.

However, because the chapters were written as
individual studies and then put into topical units,
occasionally a reader may find that all facets of the
topic are not covered; however, they have been
covered in other research writings. | know the con-
tents of Volume | of Sudiesin Abundant Living will
not only open up more of God’'s Word for you, but
will also uplift you — mentally and physically and
spiritualy.

Let us put God' sWord inour hearts and minds for
it alone can give us complete deliverance from the
darkness of thisworld.
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Freedom from Bondage

Inorder to livean abundant life, aperson must first
be free from mental bondage. The chains which bind
one's mind are more painful and defeating than any
other. As Christians, however, we have a personal
liberator. Christ has delivered us. We must ssimply
accept the freedom, once we know what He has done
for us and how we are to go about receiving it.

“Release from Y our Prisons’ and “How to Avoid
Being aFailure’ tell uswhat has been done and how to
receive the freedom which is ours. “Are You
Limiting God” then focuses awareness on the truth
that what God has promised He can give only if we
alow. It is we who must appropriate the freedom
from bondage which is available from God.



CHAPTER ONE

Release From Your Prisons

It isthe absolutewill of God for every personto be
released from every prison or fetter which encases and
binds. John 8 pointedly states God' s will.

John 8:31,32 and 36:
If ye continue in my word, then are ye my
disciplesindeed;

Andye shall know thetruth, and the truth shall
make you free.

If the Son therefore shall make you free,, ye
shall be free indeed.

Thesethree short verses contain the key to release:
we must believe the Word of God which is truth and
then we must know the Son who is the Way, the
Truth and the Life. In following God’'s Word and in
knowing His Son, we will not only be free, but we
shall be free indeed.



Freedom From Bondage

God’s will is for every one of us to be released
today from whatever prison isholding us. Prisons are
not only made of bars of steel The prisons of our secret
sins, thingsin our lives which we don’t want to share
with any other person in the world, are the most
frustrating and defeating. The thoughts of self.
condemnation that have been gnawing in the back of
one' s conscious and subconscious mind for years and
years —thoughts of sickness and disease, fear, worry,
anxiety, suicide, death — are the most tormenting and
wretched kinds of prisons. It is not God’ s will for us
to be so mentally bound; God's will is just the
opposite as He has given total release from all nega-
tives.

Psalms 103:11,12:

For as the heaven is high above the earth, so
great is his mercy toward them that fear
[respect] him.

Asfar asthe east is from the west, so far hath
he removed our transgressions from us.

It isthewill of God that all self-condemnation be
gone because He wants to make us free indeed — not
just half-free, but wholly-free persons.

Not only does God want us free of al the secret
condemnation, but He wants us to be free from al
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the powers of darknessin thisworld. He desires that
we be free from resentments, from pride, from
envyings, from jealousies, from obsessions and
oppressions which have been eating away at us.. He
wants us to be released from these prisons, too.

Mankind has lived in the midst of evil ever since
the devil received the power of thisworld.* Man has
brought upon himself the evil with which he is sur-
rounded. But, God so lovingly provided a way by
which men might recognize and receive a greater and
more wonderful power than they have ever known, that
those who will to believe might be released from
every prison enslaving their lives.

In Matthew 15:13 Jesus said, “Every plant, which
my heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted
up.” Every influence which is not based upon the
accuracy of God’'s Word shall come to naught. Such
influences lead only to imprisonment.

Hebrews 4:2:

For unto us was the gospel preached, as well
as unto them: but the word preached did not
profit them, not being mixed with faith
[believing] in them that heard it.

*Luke 4:6: “And the devil said unto him, All this power will | give thee,
and the glory of them: for that is delivered unto me; and to whomso-
ever | will | giveit.”
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We must not only hear that Christ sets us free, we
must believe and live accordingly.

A camera offers an appropriate analogy of the
means by which you can get results to prayer and
find release from your prisons. If you want an answer
to prayer, first get your object in mind. You select
what you want in your picture. This is step one:
you're clear on what you want. Secondly, you use the
range finder and focus the subject properly. Then
consider the length of exposure of the picture so that
all factors may work together for a perfect picture.
After al of this, shoot the picture.

When you are focused on the picture of what you
want, keep your mind stayed on it. If you alow
something else to come in and take precedence over
that picture you will get a blurred answer to prayer;
youwill not get the results you desire; you will not
get release from the prison which is encasing you.*

If you want to get rid of something today, you must
focus, dwell on what you want It is the intro-
duction of light that dispels darkness, not the
dwelling on the darknessthat introduces light. If you

*James 1:6,1: “But let him ask In faith, nothing wavering. For he that
wavereth islike awave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed. For
let not that man think that he shall receive any thing of the Lord.”
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want more business, better relations between
employer and employee or a better job, get your
desire in mind, focus on it and then determine the
exposure time needed to accomplish the task.

If you want to get out of your prisons today,
immediately change your thinking about your Situa
tion; change your subject of focus. As you change
your thinking, you will draw a mental patterns for the
things you do want in your life, which in turn will
dispel and root out those things you do not want.
You may say, “WEell, that is not an easy thing to do,
but | am going to try it. With God’ s help according to
His Word, | am going to get out of this prison.”
However, if within half an hour you have forgotten to
keep your thinking changed and you fall back into
your old negative rut, you will be back living the
same way you were before. Then don’t wonder why
youcan't get an answer to prayer, why you cannot
tap these resources, why the answer is not flowing as
easlly for you asit isfor others, why you cannot have
your release. The answer is that you only momen-
tarily changed your mental image; you did not keep
your picturein focus and allow proper exposure time.

The release from one' s prisons depends upon two
things: clearness and concern — the two “C's’ of
release. Get clear on what is wanted and then become

7
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concerned about receiving it. Get God's Word of
deliverance and release into your mind and into your
heart; eat it, drink it, sleep it and walk with it. Every
time you takeastep or every time you think about
your dSituation or condition, thank God that the
answer and your release is coming. Soon the negatives
drop off and the positives become yours, the result of
which isrelease from any prison you arein. It can be
done; it will be done for as Philippians 4:13 says, “I
can do al things through Christ which strengtheneth
me.”

How have you mentally pictured yourself for the
past week, month, year, tenyears? The picture that
you carry of yoursalf with clearness and with concern
is what you are. This law works for positive and
negative thinking alike.

Most people believe that in order to gain the
spiritual heights in life where they can tap the re-
sources of God, it is necessary to strain and strive and
struggle. They think that gaining spiritual results is
like an air hammer — the harder one presses the
hammer, the quicker he gets the job done. However,
this is not the case. When we have stress and strain,
we tie ourselves into knots. We will never get out of
our prisons that way; just the opposite occurs — we
bring more and more frustration to ourselves. it is not
stress and strain, but believing arid acting on The
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Word that bring release.

James 1:21:

Whereforelay apart al filthinessand superfluity of
naughtiness, and receive with meekness the
engrafted word, which is able to save your
souls.

To “lay apart” means to “put off.” We are to put
off filthiness, the works of evil from the least to the
worst form, and subjectively receive God’s Word in
the sense that we look to it and desire it because His
Word is greater than we are. The “engrafted word” is
the total implanted Word of God which He planted so
close to us that we can absorb it until it becomes a
part of us.

If we keep our minds renewed on God’ s Word, the
love of God is perfected in our minds, and thus we
give no opportunity to the flesh to hate (dislike) or
dlight a brother in Christ.

| John 2:11 says, “But he that hateth his brother is
in darkness, and walketh in darkness, and knoweth
not whither he goeth, because that darkness hath
blinded his eyes.” Absolute hate is possible only
when someone is born of the seed of the devil, just as
the agape kind of loveis possible only when a person
is born of God's seed. The word “hate’” may mean
either “didike’ or “didike issuing in the absolute
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hate of thedevil.” In1 John 2: 11 “hate” is speaking of
born-again believers hating, didiking, a brother.

He who dlights or hates (didlikes) his brother has
not renewed his mind on God’'s Word and is walking
in darkness. Anyone walking in darkness just wanders
amlesdy, not knowing where heisgoing. The Telegu
trandation of Proverbs 29:18 reads: “Where there is
no knowledge of God the people wander aimlessly.”

| do not care who you are or in what prison you
may be, God will hear your prayer. Change yourself
by changing your thinking patterns, and then the
circumstances will change. Study God’'s Word and
you will learn to know the Christ who has made you
free. “If the Son therefore shal make you free, ye
shall be free indeed.” Outside of Christ we cannot be
free. Jesus Chrigt was the liberator who set us free. He
is the head of the Church.

The truth of The Word and of Christ is our light
and power in life; this is our release from fears,
worries, anxieties, frustrations, heartaches, headaches
and everything else that comes aong. This is our
means to get out of the negative prisons of self-
endavement into the glorious liberty of children of
God.

When you find yoursdlf in one of life's prisons, get
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apodtive, clear picture of your freed self. Focusin on
the positive image and thank God that right now you
have the answer. Keep confessing and believing
positively according to The Word, and your release
will absolutely follow.

11



CHAPTER TWO

How To Avoid Being A Failure

The simplicity of the Word of God, the Bible, is
astounding. Most of us have too much complicated
theology and not enough simple believing. We are
encased in so many negatives that even the positives
are shrouded in darkness. We make God too difficult.
Nobody wants to be a falure. God wants no
failures then, why be one? You don’t have to be, if
you don’t want to. This is the exact meaning of this

study.

Remember the story of the woman who lost one of
the ten pieces of silver. Diligently she searched until
shefound it. After she came upon it, she called in all
the neighbors and had a celebration because having
lost alittle piece of silver worth afew centsin United
States currency, she finally found it. All the neighbors
rejoiced with her. Can you imagine a little town in
your section of the country getting excited over afew
cents — let aone all the neighbors becoming so
animated about it!

13
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How did this woman avoid being afailure?

Luke 15:8-10:
Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if
she lose one piece, doth not light acandle, and

sweep the house, and seek diligently till she find
it?

And when she hath found it, she calleth her
friends and her neighbours together, saying,
Rejoice with me; for | have found the piece
which | had lost.

Likewise, | say unto you, there is joy in the
presence of the angels of God over one sinner
that repenteth.

There are three interesting stories in the fifteenth
chapter of Luke and dl three deal with the same
major subject. Thefirst pertains to a shepherd having
one hundred sheep, only ninety-nine of which were
safe and sound. The third story is the one most
people have erroneously caled, “The Story of the
Prodigal Son,” more appropriately, “The Story of the
Forgiving Father.” The second is a story of awoman
who avoided being a failure because she found one
little piece of slver. You may laugh but it is
true—her husband would have put her out of the
house had she not found the lost piece of silver. Thus
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she would have been a failure as far as the whole
town, including men and women, was concerned.

The pieces of silver are not merely ten ordinary
pieces of money or ten coins with little significance;
they are the most precious gift the bride receives
from her bridegroom at the time of their marriage.

Each piece of slver isapproximately the sizeof an
American quarter. On one side of the piece of silver is
engraved theinsigniaby which that particular family is
known. If thefamily crest happened to be asheep, well
fed, protected and safe, that picture would be
engraved on one side of all ten pieces of silver. On the
other side would be stamped the year in which the
piece of silver was made.

The husband gives his special, dowry to hiswife
during their betrothal. Asfor dollars and cents, itisn’t
worth much, but the sentimental value is priceless.
Money is no replacement for the lost piece of silver.

Both now and during the lifetime of Jesus, women
in the Orient often receive lavish gifts of jewelry at
the lime of marriage. All the jewelry a woman re-
celves becomes her own property and possession, with
the exception of the ten pieces of silver. She has all
the legal rights to al her jewery; the husband has
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none. He cannot take her jewelry away under any
circumstances, with one exception — the one jewel
called “the ten pieces of silver.” This jewel, in the
event of the husband’s death, must be handed back
immediately to the husband’ s side of the family.

The jewel called the ten pieces of silver isworn
by the wife only on very special occasions. Because of
her love for her husband, she may put them on while
her husband is away at work and gaze at herself in a
mirror, appreciative of her husband’s gift and love.
Because they are so preciousto her, she seldom wears
them for fear of losing one. The twenty-fifth or
fiftieth wedding anniversary would call for their
wearing. Nothing less than the most special occasion.

When the wife does wear the ten pieces of silver
jewelry, she wears five pieces of silver on one side of
her head, towards the front of the head, and the
other five pieces on the other side of her head. Each
piece of silver has alittle hook at the top. With these
hooks the wife fastens the pieces of silver in her hair.
Thus, you can understand how easily one piece, or a
number of them, might become unhooked and, with-
out her noticing it, she could lose them.

If she loses any of the pieces of silver, she will be
put out of the house by her husband. The husband
will not divorce her or be angry with her because of
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this, but ssimply expels the wife for she has disgraced
him and his house and has brought reproach upon his
family. The husband disposes of his spouse not
because of the monetary value of the ten pieces of
silver, but because losing one of the pieces of silver
means the withdrawal of God’ s favor from the family.
Theloss of apiece of silver islooked upon as acurse
on the whole family. Neither the husband nor the
parents have spitefulness for her; but the wife will
receive no sympathy from her husband, his parents or
her other in-laws. A million dollars, given by the
wife's family to the husband, would not rectify
matters.

When the wife loses a piece of silver, the whole
town is concerned about her for they know the
conseguences of being dishonored and expelled. The
women of the entire city know what she must en-
dure. Therefore, when the wife finds the lost piece of
slver and knows that it is safe and secure, shecallsin
all her neighbors to rejoice with her over the piece of
silver which she has found. She avoided being a
failure.

We too can avoid being afailure by putting first
things first.

Matthew 6:33:
But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his
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righteousness; and all these things shall be
added unto you.

Seek anything elsefirst and al thingswill be sub-
tracted from you.

Weare God’ smost precious creation. Hewants no
failures and He makes no failures. Hiswill for usis
success in everything.

The first step in this ladder of success is for a
sinner to repent. Repentance is for unsaved sinners,
confession is for saved sinners. God's love, the
Father’s heart, so yearns for the lost one that the
Church will spenditsalf unreservedly, leaving nothing
undone in order to find the one precious lost jewel.
Who isthat “jewel”? Each one of usisif we have not
accepted Him.

You say, “What must | do?’ The Father says,
“Repent.” How do you repent? Repentanceis doing the
will of God. It is not crying your eyes out, singing
hymns or running to an dtar. All thesemay or may
not be involved, yet they are not repentance. Repent-
anceisto do what God says; and He says in Romans
10:9, “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and believe in thine heart that God hath
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”
Repentance on your part is to confess with your
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mouth the Lord Jesus as your persona Lord and
Savior. It isto believe in your heart, your innermost
being, that God has raised Jesus from the dead, that
Jesusisresurrected and alive, yes, living for you and
inyou. That isrepentance. It brings joy, not only to
the angelsin heaven, but also to the Father’ s heart for
amost precious lost jewel has been found; one more
life has avoided failure.

But you say, “Can | still do this? Can | rise up
beyond al failure? Can | be sure?’ Yes, you can be as
sure as God Himself. For He stands behind His Word,;
He backs up His Word; He seesto it that HisWord is
performed.

In Him you are complete. Y ou are a son of God; a
joint-heir with Christ Jesus. You have resources
unlimited. With Him you cannot fail, only succeed.
Without Him, you cannot succeed, only fail. His
invitation is to you, for it is to al, “Come unto
me...and | will giveyourest.” “... Lo, | am with you
aways ....” “... | will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee.” Come! Avoid being afailure!

Y ou are the one to now decide
Whether to believe Him or toss Him aside.
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Y ou are the one to make up your minds
Whether to accept Him or linger behind.
Take Him or leave Him, which will you do,
Believing is assurance of no failure for you.

CHAPTER THREE

AreYou Limiting God?

Jesus Christ is the sweetest name | know, for
it is in His name, and His name alone, that | see
the unlimited possibilities in man. It is in the
name of Jesus Christ that men and women are saved,
born again, converted. It is in the name of Jesus
Christ that the sick are healed to rise up again and
declare the glory of the Lord. It is in the name of
Jesus Christ that devil spirits are cast out and people
are forever freed in body and mind. Unless we know
that name of Jesus Christ as avital living reality in
our lives, we are most definitely limiting God.

The spirit of God is born within us the very
moment we accept and believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ and that God raised Him from the dead. Thisis
asupernatural miracle of God. We have nothing to do
with this new birth except to alow it to take place in
our lives. God is the miracle worker. He is the one
who creates a new spirit within us and makes us His
children. From then on, we are God's children, we
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belong to the family of God, we are children of God,
sons of God, and joint-heirs with Christ Jesus. Then
we are no longer servants who know not what their
Master is about to do, but we are sons, sons of God.
Satan then hasno further legal rightsover usunlesswe
permit him to usurp authority which he does not
rightfully possess. We may limit God in our lives by
not knowing what is legally ours as sons of God by
Christ Jesus.

When Christ died on Cavary, He was our
complete substitute for sin and the consequences of
sin. Nothing wasleft undonein His substitution for us.
When we begin to see this truth and we accept the
work Christ accomplished as a finished redlity, we
become spirit-filled men and women who are well-
pleasing in God’ s sight.

When this great transformation takes place and we
do not limit God, then we will not talk about worry,
fear, anxiety, sickness and want. We forget those
negatives for we are sons by the One who overcame.
We are men and women who refuse to limit the power
of God in us because we desire to bring to the world
the knowledge of the living Christ. When we do not
limit God, we will be living in The Word and The
Word will be living in us. Our life will be the story of
the vine and the branches.
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Il Corinthians 9:8:

And God is able to make al grace abound
toward you; that ye, aways having all suffi-
ciency in all things may abound to every good
work.

Have we been limiting God in our lives? We must
be if we do not have all sufficiency in everything.
Sufficiency is the will of God for His children in
order that His children may abound unto every good
work. Our having sufficiency is God' swill for us; yet
how many of us have limited God by not allowing
Him to fulfill this promisein, our lives?How slow we
have been to realize that God is our ability, that Heis
the life of our lives, the strength of our strength, that
Heisour sufficiency.

We frequently limit God in ourselves by our wrong
believing, by accepting the knowledge that comes to
us through our senses. Our reason says, “That just
cannot be,” and so we confess the negative, when all
the time His spirit within us is crying out, “ Suffi-
ciency in everything.” We have been so schooled to
revere the knowledge that comes to us through our
five senses that we fail, to recognize the knowledge
that comes from the higher realm, the spiritual, where
the Word of God, and not reason, has first place.
Both realms or worlds are here: the natural world is
factual; the spiritual world istrue. As there are four
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kingdomsin thisworld, and one supersedes the other:
the plant kingdom, animal kingdom, kingdom of man
and the Kingdom of God; so, there is anatural world
and a supernatura or spiritual world. The natural
world and everything in it comes to the mind through
or by way of the natural senses. The truths of the
spiritua world are absolutely not dependent upon the
senses, but rather on the spirit from God in man.

We cannot know anything about the spiritual
world by way of the senses. That iswhy Paul said by
divine inspiration in | Corinthians 2:14, “But the
natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of
God: for they are foolishness unto him ... because
they [spiritual matters] are spiritually discerned.”

Spiritual things from the spiritual world may be
known in thisworld only by the spirit which dwellsin
us. Then, and only then, can the Spirit relate
impressions and truths to us about the spiritual world
and make them logical. Then, and only then, do we
have the God-given ability within us, making known
to us things about the spiritual world.

Time and time again, after | have explained the
difference between the natural and spiritual worlds,
how the one supersedes the other and that two
entirely different sets, of laws are in existence, people
have said to me that they were thereafter ableto give
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God the place He deserves. Then they refused to
limit God within themselves.

Few people realize the great spiritua truth of
Christ’ s substitution and the believer’ s righteousness.
A man in whom the new creation lives is righteous
before God, according to the Word of God. The born-
again man isrighteous, and to be righteous means that
we can stand before God in the righteousness with
which. He clothed us by our acceptance of Christ as
our substitute for sin and the consequences of sin.

| will give you a definition of righteousness that
will help you to break the powers of darknessin and
over your life. Righteousness is your God-given
ability to stand in the Father’'s presence without a
sense of sin, guilt or condemnation. That means that
you as a child of God can also stand in the very
presence of Satan without fear or defeat because you
know your rights in Christ and you have refused to
limit God in you.

When we recognize that God in Christ livesin us,
that kind of believing makes us victorious over Satan
in every way. We then come to the place where we
rely upon the power or the ability of God in Christin
us. We recognize our place in life and we work
knowing that God in Christ in us assures us of
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success. We go to our shops with natural confi-
dence —into our homes, into our businesses, knowing
that God in Christ in us makes awinning combination
in every situation.

| want you to notice Ephesians 3:20. Asamatter of
fact, | want you to learn it so well that it will be a
living reality in you day by day for then | know you
will have released the power of God in your life.

Ephesians 3:20:

Now unto him that is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power [or ability of God] that
worketh in us.

How much are we alowing God to work in us?
That is the paramount question. It is not a question of
God swillingness or ability. It issimply a question of
allowing the limitlessness of God to live in us and
work in us, to will and to do His good pleasure. He
will do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or
think, but only to the degree that we manifest the
internal potential power.

| John 4:4:
Yeareof God ... because greater ishe that is
in you, than he that isin the world.
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Thus, | know that the “more abundant life” which
is spoken of in John 10:10 isin me. He is no longer
with me to convict me of my sin and shortcomings,
but He isin me to guide me and lead me into all truth
and reality. Now we are “labourers together with
God ...” Now we are God' s fellow-workers. What a
glorious privilege.

Areyou limiting God? Why not release the power
of God that is latent within you, and believe God for
the abundance which He has promised?
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What WeBdieve=What We Are

The law of believing is dynamically powerful, yet
so simple. The law, simply stated, is that what we
believe for or expect, we get. This applies in every
realm: physical, mental, material, spiritual. Thusitis
this law which basically controls the abundant life.
Only if we believe and expect abundance will we ever
realize abundance in our lives.

“The Synchronized Life’ showsthat our lives are
molded by our believing — both by positive and nega-
tive believing. This law is further explained and
proved in “The Law of Believing” so that we will
become aware of our own thinking and then be ableto
control our thinking so asto manifest the abundant life
which is promised in God' s Word.
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CHAPTER FOUR

The Synchronized Life

Whatever aperson believesisdirectly reflected in
what he confesses. What a person confesses in his
innermost being is what he brings into manifestation
in his life. If a person goes though life confessing
that he has great need, he will definitely have great
need. If he confesses sickness, he will continue to be
sick and afflicted because of the law that what one
believesin the depth of his soul absolutely appears
inhislife.

The “synchronized life” is ssimply stated by this
formula: confession of belief yields receipt of con-
fession. If you will confess with your mouth at the
same time that you confess in your heart what The
Word says, you will have power. Y our prayerswill be
answered as you apply these keysin your life by your
action. Thus, the abundant resources of heaven are
made available to you. But, likewise, if you simulta-
neously confess with your mouth and heart the
negatives of this world, you will manifest these
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crippling negatives.

If you confess Christ as the Lord in your life, your
confesson isaredlity to you. In your heart you know
Heis Lord because you believed God has raised Him
from the dead. When you confess that you are a new
creature in Christ, old things pass away and al things
become new according to your confession. If you
confess that you are a son of God and the Bible says
that you are a son, then you are a son of God. If your
confession is that you are an heir of the Father, then
everything that the Father has becomes yours because
you are confessing exactly what The Word says.

The Word declares that the devil both was and is
defeated. It stipulates he has no legal rights over the
Christian. If Satan has no power over the Christian,
why do you want to confess that he has power over
you? Every time you make a negative confession you
are contradicting God' s Word. If the devil’s power is
defeated, as it is, then his power cannot touch you
when you believe The Word. But, you must confess
that you know the power of God in your life. You
must confess what God says in His Word and then
The Word becomes a redlity in your life. Whenever
you dare to confess that you are what The Word says
you are and act on what The Word teaches, you will
find that your prayers are answered.
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So long as | cannot, get my mouth and my heart
coordinated on some point that is confirmed by The
Word, | have no power with God. When | confess that
God does not answer my prayer, that He does not
likeme, that | have a sickness because God gaveit to
me, or that | am bound by something evil because it
is God’s will for me to be thus disciplined in life, or
that | must suffer for the glory of God — then | am
not saying what The Word says and | will bring into
evidence in my life the result of my confession.

Psaims 18 contains a beautiful simile which
illustrates how we are to get our mind and actions
coordinated.

Psalms 18:33:
He maketh my feet like hinds' feet, and setteth
me upon my high places.

A hind is a mother deer, one of the most sure-
footed animals in the world. When she goes up the
side of a mountain with her young following her, she
takes her back feet and places them exactly where her
front feet were first placed to test for loose stones on
the dlope. If she did not test that rocky incline with
her front feet, the loose stones would cause her to
dip and fall down into the ravine below. This exact
tracking means life both to the hind and to her
young.
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“He maketh my feet like hinds' feet.” He maketh
them. That is, He makes it so that | may learn to
walk by The Word so that my “hind feet” will track
with my “front feet (representing The Word).” Thus,
where The Word has set its feet, there also will | put
my feet.

If you stand upon the Word of God and you
confessthat Word, you become what the Word of
God says. Thisisthe synchronized life.

Romanstdlls us how dear and how powerful God's
children are.

Romans 8:35—37:

Who shall separate usfrom the love of Christ?
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

Asitiswritten, For thy sakewe arekilled dl the
day long; we are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter.

Nay, in al these things we are more than con-
guerors through him that loved us.

| am not just saying this, God said it. Do you
believe God' s Word? He said you are more than a
conqueror through Him who loved you.
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Romans 8:38,39:

For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come,

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature,
shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, whichisin Christ Jesus our Lord.

Thisis the declared, confirmed Word of God. When
you begin to confessthat Word, it becomes areality
in your life. Until that time you will be defeated by
satanic principalities and powers on every hand
because of your confession. Know The Word, confess
The Word and act upon The Word. That is what is
meant by a synchronized life.

Determine now that you will never again make a
negative confession. Learn what and how to confess.
Confess from the heart, with your mouth, what has
been confirmed by The Word. Confess what the Bible
says you are, not what you think you are, not what
your next door neighbor says you are, not what your
best friend may say you are. Hold fast to what The
Word says.

We have been delivered from the power of dark-
ness: Satan, evil and wrong.
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Colossians 1:13:

Who hath delivered usfrom the power of dark-
ness, and hath trand ated usinto the kingdom of
[by] hisdear Son.*

The next time evil or negatives come into your
mind, immediately declare The Word and say, “I
confess that | have been delivered from the power of
darkness by my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.” Keep
saying thisand soon it will be aredlity in your life. If
you have been trandated into the Kingdom of God
by the work of His dear Son, then you are not in the
kingdom of the devil. Do you think you can bein the
Kingdom. of God and of the devil at the same time?
He has delivered us from the power of evil and we
are in the Kingdom of God.

People think they must strive to become good
before God will blessthem. | assure you that. God will
never bless you because of your goodness, but rather
because of. your believing. How do you get rid of
darkness in aroom? The darkness is gone as quickly
asthelight comes. So when we allow the light of The
Word to comeinto our lives, the darknessis dispelled.
There is nothing in The Word that says anything
about our feelings, it saysbelieve. All that God has

*Theliteral trandation according to usage is: “Who hath rescued us
out from among the exercise or operative influence of darkness (king-
dom) and separated us, bringing us as citizens into His kingdom by the
work of His dear Son.”
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given comes to you by believing without respect to
how good or how bad you are. That islove. That is
what Christ came to bring.

As we act on the promises of God, they become
real to us and are evidenced in our lives. Synchronize
your believing and confession on the promises of
God's Word and you will manifest a more than
abundant lifein Christ Jesus.

37



CHAPTERFIVE

The Law of Believing

| know that the abundant life is available today to
those who understand and apply the law of believing.

Regarding this subject, | want to call your atten-
tionto Mark 9. Thisisarather long story; but if | am
to teach you the law of believing, you must get the
truth of thisrecord into your heart and life.

Mark 9:14—27:

And when he came to his disciples, he saw a
great multitude about them, and the scribes
guestioning with them.

And straightway al the people, when they
beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to
him saluted him.

And he asked the scribes, What question ye
with them?
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And one of the multitude answered and said,
Master, | have brought unto thee my son, which
hath a dumb spirit;

Andwheresoever hetaketh him, heteareth him:
and he foameth, and gnasheth with his teeth,
and pineth away: and | spake to thy disciples
that they should cast him out; and they could
not.

He answereth him, and saith, O faithless genera-
tion, how long shall | be with you? how long
shall | suffer you? bring him unto me.

And they brought him unto him: and when he
saw him, straightway the spirit tare him; and he
fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming.

And he asked hisfather, How long isit ago since
this came unto him? And he said, Of a child.

And ofttimesit hath cast himinto thefire, and
into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou
canst do anything, have compassion on us, and
help us.

Jesus said unto him, If thou canst. believe, all
things are possible to him that believeth.

The Law of Believing

And straightway the father of the child cried
out, and said with tears, Lord, | believe; help
thou mine unbelief.

When Jesus saw that the people came running
together, herebuked thefoul spirit, saying unto
him, Thou dumb and deaf spirit, | charge thee,
come out of him, and enter no moreinto him.

And the spirit cried, and rent him sore, and
came out of him: and he was as one dead,;
insomuch that many said, He is dead.

But Jesus took him by the hand, and lifted him
up; and he arose.

The man brought his son for healing. He reported
to Jesus that the disciples could not remedy the
situation. The disciples must have felt stupid for this
was a public demonstration and nobody in private, let
alonein public, wants to look like afool. These were
the same disciples who had before had great victory
and successin healing thesick. Now they had come
to an impasse. What stymied them?

Jesus perceived the trouble immediately when the
father said, “If thou canst do anything, have com-
passion on us, and help us.” Jesus took that “if”
which the father had directed at the disciplesfirst and
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next at Jesus, and gave it back to the father where it
belonged. “ Jesus said unto him, If thou canst believe,
all things are possible to him that believeth.” Many
people like to lay the blame for their unbelief and
inability to receive on someone else. The disciples
were victims of the blame in this situation. The
disciples were caught in this man’'s trap, but not
Jesus. Many people would like for others to do their
believing for them; they just do not want to learn
how to believe for themselves. Many times people
simply do not know how to believe. Jesus understood
the situation clearly and He said to the father of the
child, “If you can believe, | know that my disciples
believe, and the fact that they could not remove the
cause is not their fault They could believe until
Doom’s Day for your child without any result; but if
you can believe, then something will happen.”

Wherever possible, Jesus always demanded be-
lieving. When we study the miracles of healing, we
find that Jesusrequired the believing of the parents
for the healing of their children. For example, in
Matthew 15:22 we see that the Canaanite woman had
great believing for the healing of her daughter
who was vexed with adevil.

In the case of demented persons, who are mentally
incapable, believing was not required. The follow-
ing are examples of such cases: Mark 1:23ff and
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Luke 4:33ff; Matthew 8:16ff; Mark 1:32ff; Luke
4:41; Matthew 8:28ff; Luke 8:26ff; Mark 5:1ff;
Matthew 9:32; and Acts 16:16.

Inthe case of raising the dead, asrecorded in Mark
5:35ff and Luke 8:49ff, we read that Jesus told the
father of the dead child, “Be not afraid, only be-
lieve.” When Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, the
passage does not say that anyone believed except
Jesus. In Acts 9: 36ff, where Peter raised Dorcas from
the dead, he put everyone out of the room and then
prayed and commanded her to arise.

In every Biblical record believing is always re-
quired on the part of everyone having a need, with
the exceptions indicated above: certain types of
mental derangement, dead people and children.

Thereispower in believing. Thereis power inthis
world to which you and | as born-again believers have
easy access. This power will enable us to overcome
our shortcomings and our difficulties, bringing release
and victory to our lives. This power isfrom God. He
is everywhere present, which means that He is with
you right now. The key involved is knowing and
recelving His power, which is the basis on which the
whole abundant life hinges. The law of believing
brings phenomenal results to al those who apply and
practice the principles.
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You may believe rightly or wrongly. Believing
works both ways, and you bring to yourself whatever
you believe. Matthew 9 and Job 3 show the types of
believing and their results.

Matthew 9:20-22:

And, behold, awoman, which was diseased with
anissueof bloodtwelveyearscamebehindhim
and touched the hem of his garment:

For she said within hersdlf, If | may but touch
his garment, | shall be whole.

But Jesus turned him about, and when he saw
her, hesaid, Daughter, be of good comfort; thy
faith [believing] hath made thee whole.

Job 3:25:

For thething which | greetly feared [believed]
iscomeupon me, and that which | wasafraid of
IS come unto me.

Fear, worry and anxiety are types of believing. If
you worry, have fear and are anxious you will receive
the fruit of your negative believing which is defeat

The law of believing works equally effectively for
both the sinner and the saint; however, the believer,
because of the spirit from God within him, may bring
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forth more abundantly. If you doubt your recovery
from sickness, you will by all means dow up and
retard your own progress. Right believing is con-
stantly knowing God's power and presence are in you:
and with you in every Situation! How you think
about the problem with which you are confronted at
this very moment will determine the outcome. If you
doubt its success, you have, by your own believing,
determined its unsuccessful outcome. Apply the
positive method of the law of believing to every
situation in life, to every problem that comes your
way, for “... if thou canst believe, all things are
possible to him that believeth.”

Saying some formal prayer will never release you
and bring positive results to your life. You cannot
hope, think or guess at this game of living. You just
believe that God is in you and that He is with you
always, even unto the end of this age.

| John 4:4:
... greater ishethat isin you, then hethat isin
the world.

The evil of the world can never make you do evil
or wrong unless you permit it through your own
weakness of character or lack of believing.
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Once you start practicing the law of believing —
right believing, believing God — you will find that
the evil things that have been governing your life will
soon fade away. God is always the victor over evil;
but it is up toyouto believe God and to make His
will your will.

In al the New Testament epistles, you will never
find Christian believers urged to have faith; they
aready have faith as believers, and they are en-
couraged to believe God and express what they

already have.

Romans 12:3:
... according as God hath dealt to every man the
measure of faith.

The word “believe” is a verb which connotes
action. Therefore, believing the Word of God, taking
the Word of God literaly and acting upon it, brings
results. This is the law of believing and this is the
action that will bring release and victory to your life
in every situation. “If thou canst believe, al things
are possible [presently available] to him that be-
lieveth.”
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The Bible clearly tells us that, as Christians, God
has richly provided for us. Since God has given us His
abundance, in all fairness we should accept “The
Counsd of the Lord.” He, only, iswise, undeceived
and worthy of following.

“God Rescued Us’ and separated us from the
unbelievers when we didn’'t even know we needed
rescuing. God, when we bdlieved on His Son, snatched
us from Satan’s influence and gave us citizenship in
His Kingdom.

“You Are Righteous Now” assures us that God
through Jesus Christ has made us acceptable in His
gght. Our spiritua worthiness is established beyond a
shadow of doubt

“The Broken Body and the Shed Blood” is a
marvelous truth about the significance of the
communion observance. The cup and the bread of
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communion not only signifies spiritual harmony with
God, but indicates physical wholeness as well. This
truth is so powerful and helpful, yet virtualy un-
known and unpracticed.

“Complete in Him” is a bird' s-eye view of our
completeness in every way in Christ. God by His Son
Jesus Chrigt has totally provided for all our needs. He
has outfitted us in His completeness.
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The Counsd of theLord

The Old Testament speaks of the Lord’s counsel.

Proverbs 19:21:
Therearemany devicesin aman’ sheart; never-
thelessthecounsel of the Lord, that shall stand.

Jeremiah 10:23:

O Lord, I know that the way of manisnot in
himsdf: it is not in man that walketh to direct
his steps.

Proverbs 16:9:
A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the Lord
directeth his steps.

How desperately reveding these truths are! A man
in his heart thinks many things yet al the plans of a
man'’s heart are worthless. It is only the Lord who can
truly direct a man’s steps, and it is only the counsel
of the Lord, the Word of God, that shall stand.
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How these men of God of old laid bare the natura
man’s heart and how bare and impotent is the carnal
Christian to direct his own life! We need the Lord to
direct our steps according to the revealed Word of
God. Of anecessity the internal anxiety and hostility
of the natural man is raised and even the thoughts of
the carnal Christian are roused to indignation to learn
these truths for they are very humbling. It isthe very
last thing the natural man or the carnal Christian
wants to admit, for each man thinks heisright in his
owneyes and each man thinks he can direct his own
way. If you will notice the prayer life of most
Chrigians, you will see that they try to direct the
Lord as to what He ought to do. They even imply
that if man had the direction of the affairs of the
world and of the Church, he would soon have things
very different from what they are, and the Kingdom
of God would come to pass upon the earth in spite of
or without God. The carnal Christian needs to
humble himself before the Lord Almighty. The old
nature, even in the child of God, is not easily over-
come; but the Lord aone brings us to the realization
of knowing, “I am astray, save me. | am empty, fill
me. | am ignorant, teach me. | am perplexed, counsel
me. | am wesak, strengthen me. | am deceived, deliver
me.”

The one great work of the Spirit is to direct the
heart. Man’s work always begins at the wrong end to
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accomplish things. Man always begins on the outside
hoping to work toward the inside; man cleanses the
outside of the pitcher while the uncleanness remains
within. Man's am is aways to reform life; so he
sweeps, garnishes and polishes it. Thisis the way of
religion frequently called Christianity. But this is
truly not Christianity for Christianity is not what
mean does; Christianity is what God has done through
Christ. The object of religion will always be to direct
the flesh, and by rules and regulations try to make
the flesh bring forth spiritual fruit. All man’s effort is
invain because it is man's heart that is at fault.

Matthew 15:11,19,20:

Not that which goeth into the mouth defileth a
man; but that which cometh out of the mouth,
this defileth a man.

For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false
witness, blasphemies:

These are the things which defile a man: but to
eat with unwashen hands defileth not a man.

Man consstently endeavorsto direct his own way,
and for the most part he does his best to direct the
ways of all others. Religion is made up of ordinances
for the flesh like “touch not, taste not; handle not...,”
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which are nothing more or less than “... command-
ments and doctrines of men,” as Colossians 2:21 and
22 tell.

How truly opposite is the working of the Holy
Spirit. All man’s forms of godliness are smply the
doctrines and commandments of men which begin
with the flesh and continue in fleshly corruption
ending in death. But the Holy Spirit makes known
unto us through The Word the condition of ourselves.
The Holy Spirit shows us our sins and follies, our
frailties and our infirmities, our weaknesses and
our errors, our faults and our failings. The wis-
dom of Christ in doing His Father's will rules
our walk, and the spirit with which we are filled —
that power from, on high which energizes us — will
bring forth newness of life.

The Word of God directs the renewed-mind
Christian to the work of Christ — a work begun in
grace, which continues in grace in this life and ter-
minates with Christ in His glory. Our completenessin
Christ in our renewed mind is the measure to which
we will manifest the power of the gift of holy spirit.

One of the big questions alwaysis. Do our works
glorify Him? Those who are walking in the spirit will
constantly keep glorifying God with their actions,
while man’sworkswill ever turn our thoughts to man
and direct our attention to man's walk or toman's
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acts or to man’'s experiences. Man’s work is always
the end for those who glory in themselves. It is the
spirit’s work* which glorifies God and enables man
to do God' s work.

The question we must continue to ask ourselves
day by day is. Does our wak glorify God? Thisisthe
one and only test we may apply. This test tells us
whether our walk isunder the direction of the Lord
or whether we are ssmply acting by our self-centered
senses, diverted from God's Spirit by another spirit.
The church in Corinth was specifically warned against
“another spirit,” namely, adifferent spirit which they
had not received according to 1l Corinthians 11:4.
This tells us that there is specifically another spirit
who is at work to misdirect and to deceive. This spirit
from Satan would try to control and deceive us
today, even as Il Corinthians 11:3 says, “... as the
serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty.”

When we are under the influence of “another
spirit,” we can be ever so “religious’ whiletotally out
of aignment and harmony with God. One spirit is
from the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.
The other spirit isfrom the god of thisworld, who is
the devil. So many things are said and done as the
work of the Holy Spirit of God which are wholly

*Philippians 2:13: “For it is God which worketh in you [by way of
the gift in your] both to will and to do of his good pleasure.
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different from anything recorded in the Word of God,
and yet religion maintains that they are truth. In
reality there is only confusion, and “God is not the
author of confusion,” as| Corinthians 14.:33 says. So
then, whether enemies abound, Satan assaults, days
be dark with doubts and fears increasing, even then
we are “more than conquerors’ through Him who
loved us and gave Himself for us. It isthe Lord God
who must direct our hearts unto His love to the end
that we will make the same confession as recorded in
Psams.

Psalms 73:22-25:
So foolishwas|, and ignorant: | was as a beast
before thee.

Nevertheless| am continually with thee: thou
hast holden me by my right hand.

Thou shalt guide me with thy counsdl, and after-
ward receive meto glory.

Whom have | in heaven but thee? and thereis
none upon earth that | desire beside thee.

CHAPTER SEVEN

God Rescued Us

In order to understand that God rescued us, we
first should know how we got in a position to need
rescuing. The roots of mankind’ s dilemma stem back
to the time of Genesis 1:28 when God originally gave
man rulership, dominion and authority over this
world. Man was placed in this world as the ruler
and caretaker. But when sin entered the earthly
realm, due to man’s disobedience to God, man lost
his authority, dominion, rulership. The devil, who
was handed the rulership in man’ sfall, offered to give
it to Jesus Christ in the temptation as recorded in
Luke4.

The devil said to Jesus Christ in Luke 4:6, “... for
that [ power and glory of the kingdomsof thisworld] is
delivered unto me.” Therefore, unto this very day the
world in which you and | live is Satan’s realm. We
live in the realm which is under Satan’s rulership.
According to Ephesians 2:1 al people are bornin this
world “... dead in trespasses and sins” and (verse 12)
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“... having no hope, and without God ....” Being in
such adire state, we definitely needed rescuing.

Colossians 1:13:

Who hath delivered us from the power of
darkness, and hath trandated us into the
kingdom of [by] his dear Son.

Theword “délivered” is more emphatically trans-
lated “rescued.” God in Christ “rescued us.” Notice
that this verb isin the past tense. Therefore, God no
longer needs to rescue us, He has aready done so.
The word “from” is the Greek word ek meaning “out
of” or “out from the center” (asof acircle). What
did He rescue us out of or out from among? “The
power of darkness.”

This world, which is darkness and is under the
dominion of the devil, is that which God has rescued
us out from among. He rescued us out of this world
even while we are still dwelling here. That God could
do thisisone of the greatest of miracles.

The word “power” in the above verse (“from the
power of darkness’) is the Greek word exousia from
which English derives the word “exercise.” He has
delivered us from the exercised power of darkness,
the exerciang influenceof this kingdom of darkness.
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The word “trandated” (“trandated us into the
kingdom of his dear Son”) in Sanskrit is “citizen-
ship.” He rescued us out from among the exercised
power of darkness and gave us citizenship. Thisis a
tremendous truth.

What does this citizenship in His kingdom entail ?
To begin, let us look at the Greek word for “city,”
polls. The citiesin Biblical times were surrounded by
walls. The wall policed the city. The walled city was
the polls. The people within the walls were called the
people of the polis. The walls guarded them from
being attacked. Walls were never built to keep people
inside the city but to keep the enemy out. The walls
formed a protections not to keep the free people of a
city or a state enclosed, but to keep the enemy away
from the free people. A freecitizeninacity iscalled a
polites, from which we get the word “politics.”
Biblically spesking, we are citizens of akingdom — we
are politicians.

Abraham searched for a city, polis.

Hebrews 11:9,10:

By faith he[Abraham] sojourned in the land of
promise, asin a strange country, dwelling in
tabernacles with I saac and Jacob, the heirs with
him of the same promise:

For he [Abraham] looked [already] for acity
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[polis] which hath foundations, whose builder
and maker is God.

Abraham in his day looked forward to a city, not
here upon earth, but a polis “... whose builder and
maker is God.” This city is protected with the hedge
of God wherein the people would be free citizens.

An example of politeia, a derivative of polis, is
found in Ephesians.

Ephesians 2:12:

That at that time ye were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth [community,
politeia] of Israel, and strangersfrom the cove-
nants of promise, having no hope, and without
God in the world.

At the time referred to in Ephesians 2, Israel had
forsaken God and so God was not able to bless them.
Because they had waked away from Him, they no
longer had freedom and protection where they
dwelled. They were in bondage.

Politeuma, from the root word polls, is used in
Philippians where it is strangely trandated “conver-
sation.”

Philippians 3:20:
For our conversation [politeuma, citizenship] is
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in heaven; from whence also we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Our citizenship, our free life, is in heaven. Even
while we are yet on this earth, we have the promise of
being citizensin afree state.

Hebrews 13:14:
For here [on this earth] have we no continuing
city [polig], but we seek one to come.

If we have no continuing city here, we can never
have complete freedom; therefore, “... we seek one to
come.” That city which is to come must be uncor-
rupted inside and protected all around to insure the
citizens of total freedom. This city could only be the
city whose builder and maker is God.

Now we look for the continuing city; but what
about our life before we were delivered from the
power of darkness? Ephesians tells us of our former
citizenship.

Ephesians 2:3:

Amongwhom also weall had our conversation
[life of negative conduct) in times past in the
lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the
flesh and of the mind; and were by nature the
children of wrath, even as others.
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By the very event of being borninto thisworld, we
were children of whose realm? Satan’s. This is the
meaning of the word “wrath” in “children of wrath.”
We were born children of Satan’s realm — not
spiritually, but physically. Physically | was born a
child under Satan’s rulership, dead in trespasses and
sinswithout God and without hope in this world. But
God changed all this, as recorded in Ephesians 2.

Ephesians 2:4-6:
But God, who isrich in mercy, for his great love
wherewith he loved us,

Even when we were dead in [full of] sins, hath
quickened ustogether with Chrigt, (by graceye
are saved;)

And hath raised [past tense] us up together
[with Christ], and made us sit together in
heavenly places[thetext gives*“in the heaven-
lies’] in Christ Jesus.

Who did the quickening; who raised us up; who
made us sit in the heavenlies? God.

Verses 7-9:
That in the ages to come he might shew the
exceeding riches of hisgracein his kindness
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toward us through Christ Jesus.

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:

Not of works, lest any man should boast.

When we were born in thisworld, we were alive
physically yet dead spiritualy, “without God and
without hope.” Something had to happen to us. God,
who isrich in mercy and grace, saved us.

Verse 10:

For we are his workmanship, created in Christ
Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.

If God saved us, then we are not our own work-
manship; we are sons, His workmanship. God’'s
workmanship came to bear when we were spiritually
dead; at that lime God made us alive.

Colossians 2:13:

And you, being dead in your sins and the uncir-
cumcision of your flesh, hath he quickened
[made dive] together with him [Christ], having
forgiven you all trespasses.

God seated us in Christ Jesus and graciousy

61



Physical and Spiritual Wholeness

pardoned our sins. But before God could make us
dive, He had to haveusas “raw materia” to work
on. Thus, the question becomes: How does He create
usin Christ Jesus?

John 6:44:
No man can come to me, except the Father
which hath sent me draw him ....

We can be made alive, we can obtain this citizen-
ship, only if the Father does the drawing. We cannot
raise ourselves by our own bootstraps; we cannot save
ourselves. No man, not one person, can come to
Christ and be saved except the Father draws him. To
receive eend life a man must be drawn by God
away from the clutches and rulership of Satan. Jesus
used the word “draw” again in John.

John 12:32:
And |, if I belifted up from the earth, will draw
al men unto me.

Jesus said in John 6:44 that only the Father can do
the drawing; yet here it says that Christ is going to do
the drawing. What is the answer? Into the world ruled
by Satan in which you and | live, there came a person
who was concelved by the Holy Spirit and born of
Mary. This person came into the devil’ s world having
no darkness in Him for He was the light of the world.
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He knew no sin. He became sin so that you and |
might become the righteousness of God in Him.
Furthermore, He was in this world, but He was not
of — He did not belong to — this world. When Christ
was in the world the Scripture says that God was at
work in Him.

Il Corinthians 5:19:
God was in Christ, reconciling the world [the
peoplein it] unto himself

God actually draws through the death. and resur-
rection of Jesus Christ who, according to Isaiah 53:6,
carried “the iniquity of us all.” Because of Jesus,
Christ’s death, God could then draw or rescue the
believers from the rulership of Satan and give them
citizenship in His kingdom.

Before God rescued us, we were dead in sins. But
God sent His only-begotten Son who was the means
by which we could be rescued. We are God’' s work-
manship created through the accomplishments of
Christ Jesus. God rescued us.

John 3:16:
For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son ...

God sent His Son, who had no darkness and
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no sin, and drew His Son unto Himself. Because of
Jesus' death and resurrection God draws us. He made
possible our great hope of glory: “... Christ in you,
thehopeof glory.” God rescued us out of thisrealm
of Satan and gave us citizenship in His kingdom.

Colossians 1:13:

Who hath delivered usfrom the power of dark-
ness, and hath trand ated usinto the kingdom of
[by] his dear Son.

This kingdom cannot be the *“kingdom of his dear
Son” for the Son has no kingdom of His own; the
“kingdom” is the kingdom of God. The word * of”
should be “by.” It is the genitive of origin. God
rescued us out of the exercised power of the kingdom
of darkness, the rulership of Satan, and gave us
citizenship in His kingdom by what His Son Jesus
Christ did for us here upon earth.

Galatians 1:4:

Who gave himself for our sins, that he might
deliver us[rescue us] from [out from among]
this present evil world, according to the will of
God and our Father.

Until we are born again, we are children of wrath;
we are in aphysical world which belongsto the devil;
itishiskingdom. When we are born again, we become
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“... blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without
rebuke [from God], in the midst of a crooked and
perverse nation [kingdom,]” according to Philippians
2:15.

God drew us and rescued us out from among the
exercised influences of Satan. There are people, how-
ever, in Satan’s world who will never be saved for
they refuse to believe. But, for those of us who want
to believe, God by His foreknowledge has rescued us
out from the power of Satan. When God separated us
and rescued us, He brought us as citizens into His
kingdom by the efforts of His dear Son.

It was God who sent His only-begotten Son into the
world to seek and to save those who are lost,
specifically those of us who desire to be saved. God
rescued us even while we are still living in thisworld.

Already we have citizenship in God's kingdom.
He has adready “... made us sit together in heavenly
places in Christ Jesus,” as told in Ephesians 2:6.
Legally speaking, in Christ we were circumcised with
His circumcision. When Christ died, we died with
Him. When He was buried, we were buried in the
baptism of His burial. When He arose, we arose with
Him. When He ascended, we ascended with Him.
When Christ conquered, we conquered with Him.
When He was seated, we were seated with Him. When
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He lead “captivity captive” and “gave gifts unto
men,” we were given the power to live victoriously
even in the realm of Satan, having the ability to
manifest the power of God in the more abundant, life.
What a revelation to the soul of man! What glory,
what joy, what peace, what bliss! We are rescued
now.

CHAPTER EIGHT

You Are Righteous Now

Many born-again believers are spiritually de-
feated in this life because of sin-consciousness.
They have been saved, but Satan comes to their
minds and tells them they are not good enough
for salvation because of the many years they lived
in sin. This spiritual antagonism and defeat comes
when a person does not realize what has been
given to him by Jesus Christ. When a person
becomes a Christian, he is legaly made righteous
in Christ.

What is righteousness? Righteousness is the
God-given judtification whereby a person stands in
the presence of God without any consciousness of
sin, guilt or shortcomings.* Righteousness is some-

*Romans 8:33 says, “Who shall lay any thing to the charge of God's
elect? It is God that justifieth.”
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thing God imparts; it is something God gave to
you when you were born again, when you con-
fessed with your mouth the Lord Jesus and
believed God raised, Him from the dead.*

Even though believers receive righteousness when
they are born again, many people for lack of
teaching ill think that they are unworthy to
receive the goodness of God. This satanic belief
keeps driving deeper and deeper into their sub-
conscious minds. If my being worthy of God
depended upon my own strength, 1 would be a
great falure. I know that | am weak in myself
and | know that | am unworthy in myself, but
Christ has made me worthy. So, no matter how |
fed or what my feeble mind tells me, | am strong
and in Him | am worthy.

Ever since man was created, he has tried to
work out his own righteousness and tried to do
the kind of work which would make himself ook
good in the sight of God. The basic cry of the
heart of man is to be righteous before God; so
many Christians do all kinds of work to obtain
righteousness, such as confessing their sns,

*Romans 10:9,10: “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believein thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.”
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teaching Sunday School classes and keeping the
ten commandments. Yet these good works do not
make a person righteous. Righteousness is obtained
from God through the faith of Jesus Christ.

Philippians 3:9:

And be found in him, not having mine own
righteousness, which is of the law, but that
which is through the faith of Chrigt, the right-
eousness which is of God by faith [believing].

Your tears, your toil and al your prayers —
your good works — will avail nothing. Righteous-
ness is not by the cross that you bear, but by the
cross that Jesus Christ bore for you. The
righteousness of God is given to every believer,
not of works, but by God's grace which is divine
favor.

I Corinthians 5:21.

For he [God] hath made him [Jesus Chrit]
to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in
him.

God made Jesus Chrigt to be sn for us. Jesus,
who knew no sin, took our sin upon Himself so
that we might be made the righteousness of God
in Chrigt Jesus. Everything Adam lost in the fall,
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Jesus Christ regained for the believer when He died
upon the cross.* Jesus Christ, who knew no sin, was
made sin for us that we might be made the righteous-
ness of God.

Today there is no longer a question of the sin
problem. The sin problem was settled in Jesus
Christ. What remains is the sinner’s problem. A
sinner, when he accepts Jesus Christ as Lord, must
renew his mind to believe The Word that he is
righteous, and as a son of God he will no longer
worry, fear or feel unworthy. He will simply have
confidence that he is worthy through Christ Jesus.

Many denominations have erroneously taught
that a person can be righteous one minute and
unrighteous the next; and if that person does not
become righteous again before his death, he will
miss heaven and end up in hell. This is not true.
When God made us righteous in Christ Jesus over
nineteen hundred years ago, we had nothing to do
with it. When the Spirit of God in Christ is born
within us, we are at that moment and forevermore
righteous. We recelve the nature of God which

*1 Peter 2:24: “Who his own self bare our sinsin his own body on the
free, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by
whose stripes ye were healed.”
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makes us righteous right then and there.

Romans 3:22-25:

Even the righteousness of God which is by
faith of Jesus Christ unto al and upon all
them that believe: for there is no difference:

For al have sinned, and come short of the
glory of God,

Being justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that isin Christ Jesus:

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitia-
tion [payment] through faith in his blood, to
declare his righteousness for the remission of
sins that are past, though the forbearance of
God.

You cannot and | cannot earn this righteous-
ness. God in Christ Jesus was made righteousness
unto you over nineteen hundred years ago. So
why do you ill say, “I am an unrighteous
person” if you are born again?

| Corinthians 1: 30:

But of him [God] are ye in Christ Jesus,
who of God is made unto us wisdom, and
righteousness, and sanctification, and redemp-
tion.
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You are not an unrighteous person if you are
born of God for you have been made righteous,
you have been given wisdom; you have been
sanctified and you have been redeemed. | cal this
a gospel of deliverance. Neither you nor | by our
own efforts can achieve this; it was “made unto
us,” donefor us,

Romans 5:8:

But God commendeth [favorably introduced]
his love toward us, in that, while we were
yet sinners, Christ died for us.

Christ died for us, not when we were good enough,
but when we were bad enough to need Him. And in
making us righteous, Jesus. Christ also spared us from
future tribulation.

Romans 5:9:
Much more then, being now justified by his
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through
him [Christ].

How | love to teach this gospel of deliverance
and righteousness. When you know you are
righteous in Him, believe. When you believe the
Word of God, you know that your life is in Him;
then no fear, worry and guilt can frustrate and
defeat you. For a believer there is no want, there

72

You Are Righteous Now

IS no poverty, there is no sickness, there is no
defeat because these were overcome by way of
Jesus Christ. You can be released from your bond-
age today if you but believe the Word of God.
Y ou must have confidence toward God.

| John 3:20,21.:
For if our heart condemn us, God is greater
than our heart, and knoweth all things.

Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then
have we confidence toward God.

So long as man’s heart, his innermost being, is
condemning or accusing him for any reason, he
cannot get answers to prayer because he does not
have confidence toward God. He cannot believe
and accept the simple promises of God's Word.
Those who are righteous in Christ Jesus and who
know that they are righteous have no reason to
fear. They can have confidence toward God and
therefore think and live victorioudly.

73



CHAPTER NINE

The Broken Body and The Shed Blood
Healing in the Holy Communion

Great numbers of Christians are suffering from lack
of strength and physical wholeness. Their lack of
well-being is in most instances due to either wrong
teaching or no teaching at all on the subject of this
study. Most Christians are thoroughly familiar with
the meaning of the shed blood but not with the
broken body in the communion ceremony. The
broken body aspect of the communion service de-
serves study and teaching.

The value of this study in abundant living depends
entirely upon what position you hold regarding the
Word of God. If you believe that the Bible is the
Word of God and that it is God’ s answer to the needs
of man, thenyouwill be able to manifest the results
inyour life.

According to Maachi 3:0, God says, “For | amthe
Lord, | change not ....” He isthesameall the time.
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What He was once, Heis dways. What He did once, He
doesaways. TheGodwhom| know, whom | teach and
preach, and for whom | labor is the same God as the
God of Abraham, David and Paul God has not
become one bit weaker throughout these years.

The fruitfulness of this study, to amarked degree,
depends upon whether or not you are seeking deliver-
ance from sickness. If you are not seeking complete
deliverance for your life but an excuse for bondage,
this study will not be of profit to you. There are
people who believe that it is God’ s will for them to be
sick. There are people who believe that God is the au-
thor of sickness, suffering and all manner of evil to
mankind. There are people who believe that God makes
them better Christiansby sending sicknessand disease.
All these positions are out-and-out contradictions of
the Word of God. God does not send sickness, disease
and sininto anyone' slifein order to make him amore
worthy or holy Christian, nor does God send sickness
and disease to try people.

When the Corinthian church was manifesting sick-
ness, divison and strife, Paul did not applaud them
for their sickness. He did not say, “It is a sign of
God'slovethat you aresick.” Nor did Paul say, “Bear
your sickness patiently for God is trying you.” The
Apostle Paul, according to the Epistle to the Corin-
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thians, rebuked them and endeavored to correct them
for being sick. He rebuked them not as individuas
but as a congregation, as Christians, because they did
not properly discern the Lord’s body. They did not
realize that Jesus, who was sacrificed on the cross of
Cavary, had accomplished something for them in His
body. Paul pointed out that it was no longer necessary
to suffer sickness and disease.

The age of Law wastotally different from the age
of the Church. Deuteronomy 28:15-61 tells about
the curse of the law, those things which befell men
who were disobedient to the law.

Deuteronomy 28:15:

But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not
hearken unto the voice of the Lord thy God, to
observe to do all his commandments and his
statuteswhich | command thee this day; that all
these cursesshall come upon thee, and overtake
thee.

Verse 22:

The Lord shall smite thee with aconsumption,
and with afever, and with an inflammation, and
with an extreme burning ....

Verse 27:
The Lord will smite thee with the botch of
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Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab,
and with the itch, whereof thou canst not be
healed.

Verse 28:
The Lord shall smite thee with madness, and
blindness, and astonishment of heart.

Verse 35:

The Lord shall smite theein the knees, and in
the legs, with a sore botch that cannot be
hedled

Verse 60:
Moreover hewill bring upon thee all the diseases
of Egypt ....

Verse 61:
Also every sickness, and every plague ... them
will the Lord bring upon thee ....

The great portion of this whole section is con-
cerned with sickness and disease.

The Church, the body of believers, is no longer
under the curse of the law. By the grace of God
through Jesus Christ, we now are able to live the
more abundant life.
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Galatians 3:13:

Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the
law, being made a curse for us: for it iswritten,
Cursed is every one that hangeth on atree.

If we have been redeemed from the curse of the
law then we no longer have the curse upon us. “Christ
hath redeemed [past tease] us from the curse of the
law ....” That means He has redeemed us, not only
from some of the things mentioned in the curse, but
fromall of them, which includes sickness and disease.

If the Church has been redeemed from sickness and
disease, why then was the Corinthian church sickly
and weak?

| Corinthians 11:29,30:

For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily,
eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not
discerning the Lord’ s body.

For this cause many are weak and sickly among
you, and many sleep.

The Corinthian church waswell aware of what the
blood of Christ meant, but they were failing to
discern the body of the Lord.

It is not stated how many members the Corinthian
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church had, but the number in another group from
the Old Testament can be documented. Some
scholars estimate that two and one haf million
people left Egypt, because there were 600,000 men
plus their wives and children.*

Psalm 105: 37:
... there was not one feeble person among their
tribes.

Thereis dways something obviously wrong when
members of the Church are weak and sickly and
people are dying premaurdy. If God can take
two and a half million from Egypt without one feeble
person among them, then what isthere He cannot do
in the day in which welive? Will God not do as much,
if not more, in this age of Grace than He did in the
time of the Law? Thisis agreater day to be alive than
were the days of Moses.** Jesus Christ arose from the
dead, the holy spirit is in the Christian people with
great potential power.

The children of Isragl had been in Egypt for four
hundred years and had been terribly mistreated by

*Exodus 12:37: “And the children of Israel journeyed from Rameses
to Succoth, about six hundred thousand on foot that were men, beside
children.”

**  Acts13:38,39: “Beit known unto you therefore, men and brethren,
that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And
by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye
could not bejustified by the law of Moses.”
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the Egyptian dave masters.

Exodus 2:23,24:

And it cameto passin process of time, that the
king of Egypt died: and the children of Isragl
sighed by reason of the bondage, and they cried,
and their cry came up unto God by reason of
the bondage.

And God heard their groaning, and God remem-
bered his covenant with Abraham, with I saac,
and with Jacob.

For 80 years Israel had been waiting for her de-
liverer to appear.

Exodus 3:10:

Come ... and | will send thee [Moses] unto
Pharaoh, that thou mayest bring forth my
people the children of Israel out of Egypt.

And God brought them out under the leadership of
aman caled Moses. Maoses became God's spokesman;
and in preparation for the freeing of the endaved
Israelites, God instructed the people through His
spokesman.

Exodus 12:3,6-8,11:
Speak ye unto al the congregation of Isradl,
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saying ... take to them every man alamb ....

... kill'it in the evening.

And they shall take of the blood, and strike it
on the two side posts and on the upper door
post of the houses ....

And they shall eat the flesh in that night ....
... itisthe Lord’ s passover.

God gave His Word; the results followed those who
heard and believed.

God said to Moses that he should tell the peopleto
do two things: (I) take the blood of the lamb and
sprinkle it on the lintel and the side posts of the door
and (2) eat the flesh. The blood and the flesh were
equally important, equally significant, so far as the
Word of God and the people of Israel were con-
cerned. It was the Lord’ s Passover.

| want you to note something else. When the Lord
passed over Egypt and the firstborn of the Egyptians
weredain, God protected the homes of the children
of Israel because of the blood they sprinkled on the
lintel and side posts. Only the blood protected them.
The account in Exodus does not mention anything
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about seeing a carcass or the flesh of the lamb laying
outside the door. If any Hebrew father had said, “Oh,
that Word of God which Moses is speaking is non-
sense; | don't believe in that kind of stuff. It'sfoolish
to kill a lamb and sprinkle the blood on our door
lintel, and then think the destroyer will not come. |
will not do it. 1 refuse tolistento Moses; he cannot
be God's man.” If the father had actually believed
this, the eldest son of that family would have died
along with thefirstborn of the unbelieving Egyptians.

After affording protection to the children of Israel
by the shedding of blood, what was the purpose of
the command, “... Eat theflesh ...”? God told them
to eat the flesh of the lamb so that their physica
needs would be met. Looking at those Hebrews that
night in Egypt, they did not appear changed on the
outside. But something had happened because the
| sraelites acted upon God's Word.

Believing isindicated by acting upon what God has
promised. The Hebrew people led by Moses demon-
strated believing. God gave them physical wholeness
when they ate the flesh of the lamb, and literally
spared their lives because they followed His directions
by sprinkling the blood. Not one second before they
ate the lamb did they receive wholeness. But, that
evening when they ate the flesh of the lamb, whose
bloodthey had sprinkled on the lintel and the door
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posts, they ate physical health to themselves. The
destroyer passed over without harming the obedient
| sraelites, and the next morning everyone was whole

in every way.

These peopl e acted upon the Word of God asit was
spoken by Moses. Some of you are saying, “Well if
there were a Moses today, | would believe.” Would
you? Whenever there is a man of God speaking the
Word of God, you have the absolute Word. When |
am preaching the gospel, I am God’'s man with His
power in me, and everyone believing the words that |
speak gets results when he acts upon them. This The
Word promises.

Just as the blood of the lamb was the covering for
the sins of the children of Israel, so the blood of Jesus
Christ was shed for sin. The body of Christ was
offered for the consequences of sin (that is, sickness,
disease and want) just as the eating of the flesh was
the healing for the physical needs of the children of
Israel.

Matthew 8:17:
Himsdf [Jesus] took our infirmities
[unwholeness], and bare our sicknesses.

These two things Jesus did for us for Heis our
Passover.

The Broken Body and the Shed Blood

| Corinthians 5:7:
... Foreven Christ our passover issacrificed for
us.

Intherecord of Exodus 12, Israel wasbeginning a
journey from the land of Egypt, the land of davery,
to the promised land. In that journey one can find a
true comparison to the journey of every person
today. It depicts the journey a Christian may take
from the time of slavery, defeat and frustration to the
more abundant life. The only difference is that the
children of Israel looked forward to the time of the
cross of Jesus, while we look back to the accomplish-
ments in the cross of Jesus.

How wehave neglected to reach God’ s peoplewith
this truth about Jesus' bearing our sickness. We have
taught that Jesus bore our sin but have neglected to
teach the other half — that He “... bare our sick-
nesses.” The Word of God is clear regarding these two
definite parts in the death of Jesus. | am not preach-
ing a new doctrine, | am not teaching a new gospel; |
am teaching the gospel that Peter, Paul and the rest of
the apostles taught and preached which brought
deliverance to the believers. | believe in the complete
work of Jesus Christ, not only for salvation from sin
but salvation from sickness as well. If Peter can say,
“... In the name of Jesus Christ ... rise up and walk,”
So can |, so can your pastor, so can you because The
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Word says so. We are only limited to the extent that
we limit the Word of God in us. He, Jesus Christ, bore
our sickness and our sin.

The elements of the Passover for Israel are equiva-
lent to Holy Communion for the Church. The
Passover lamb had two important parts: blood and
flesh. So also, the death of the lamb of God had two
elements. blood and flesh, symbolized in Holy
Communion by the cup and the bread.

| Corinthians 10:16:

Thecup of blessingwhichwebless, isit not the
communion of the blood of Christ? The bread
which we break, isit not the communion of the
body of Christ?

| Corinthians 10:16 has the two elements so clearly
depicted; yet for years | missed the great physica
hedling power in Holy Communion. | always believed
that “the celebration of the Lord’s Supper has ever
been regarded by the church as the innermost
sanctuary of the whole Christian worship,” as set
forth in our Communion liturgy. But | had not been
taught in the churches or seminaries | attended that
the body of Jesus was given for my physica whole-
ness, athough the Bible says it is so. Sickness has
come upon the Church even though we partake of
both dements because we have failed to properly
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discern the Lord’ s body.

Psams 103:3::
Who [God] forgiveth all thine iniquities, who
beareth all thy diseases.

There are two parts. sin and disease, one is re-
moved by the blood of the lamb and the other by the
flesh of the lamb.

|saiah 53:5:

But hewaswounded for our transgressions, he
was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement
of our peace was upon him; and with hisstripes
we are healed.

This passage prophesies the accomplishments of
the promised, Messiah, Jesus Christ. Again, note the
two elements: forgiveness and healing. Wholeness has
two parts: spiritual and physical.

There are seven different names for God depicting
His nature in the Old Testament. One of the seven is
Jehovah Rapha which is Hebrew, meaning, “... | am
the Lord that healeth thee” as given in Exodus
15:26.

An integral part of the nature of God is physical
hedling. The Lord, a thetime the children of Israel
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marched out of Egypt, gave them the promise, “I am
the Lord that healeth thee.” He is still the same Lord
today. Satan causes sickness and disease. God made
available salvation and healing.

| Peter 2:24.
Who his own sdlf bare our sinsin his own body
on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should
live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye
were healed.

While Jesus had walked here upon earth demon-
strating the will of God, the time came for the fulfill-
ment of that which isrecorded in Il Corinthians.

Il Corinthians 5:21.:

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who
knew no sin; that we might be made the
righteousness of God in him.

Jesus who was without sin, was made sin for you
and for me, “that we might be made the righteousness-
ness of God in him.”

When describing the love shown at the crucifixion
of Jesus, words fail. Jesus, the Son of God, without
any sin — who did nothing but good for people,
healing their broken bodies and giving them God's
Word — now wasto be crucified by them. They beat

88

The Broken Body and the Shed Blood

Him and platted a crown of thorns to put on His
head. They spit in His face and struck Him. Finally,
they led Him up that rugged road to Calvary.

John 19:17:
And he bearing his cross went forth into a place
called the place of askull ....*

The cross Jesus bore was composed of everything
that was against us.

Colossians 2:14:

Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that
was against us, which was contrary to us, and
took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.

It was that physical punishment which He went
through that bought our healing. In Isaiah 53:5 we
read, “with [by] his stripes we are hedled,” and in
| Peter 2:24, “by whose stripes we were healed.”
looking forward to the cross, Isaiah said that “we are
healed.” Peter looking back said, “by whose stripes
we were healed [past tensg].”

At the end of His earthly life when they were

*“And he [Jesus] bearing his cross’ is the phrase from which has been
inferred that Jesus bore the wooden cross. This does not agree with the
clear record in the other three Gospels. They plainly stipulate that
Simon of Cyrene bore the wooden cross from the door of the Judgment
Hail.
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beating Him and scourging Him, Jesusin His physical
body was paying the price for the physical wholeness
of mankind. When He alowed His body to be beaten
and scourged, Jesus was redeeming us from sickness
and disease. Not His body, but His blood was spilled
at Calvary for the remission of sin.

Matthew 26:28:
For this is my blood of the new testament,
which is shed for many for the remission of sins.

The term “shed blood” is a figure of speech and
does not mean literaly “to bleed,” but that the life
has gone from the blood. Jesus’ blood was shed — He
died — for the remission of sin, not for sickness.

Jesus was our complete substitute. He was our
Passover. Hewasdain for us. Instead of having to live
under the curse of the law, we now are free from that
curse. We now live by grace through believing in the
finished work of Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

When you and | believe ant know our sonship
rightsin Christ, and when we know and believe in the
total significance of Holy Communion, we will no
longer tolerate sickness. Sickness and sin lose their
power over us when we properly discern the Lord's
body and blood.
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The Broken Body and the Shed Blood

The cup in Holy Communion represents the blood of
Jesus Christ; the bread represents the body of
Christ. Since Jesus bore my sin and sickness on
Calvary’ s cross, then when | come to the Communion
remembrance of Him and eat of that bread and
drink of that cup | have healing and forgiveness of
sins because “his own self bare our sins in his own
body on thetree ... by whose stripes ye were healed.”

The Lord Jesusfirgt ingtituted this new covenant
of Holy Communion in symbolizing His blood and
His body.

| Corinthians 11:23-25:
That the Lord Jesus the same night in which
he was betrayed took bread:

And when he had given thanks, he brakeit, and
said, Take, eat: thisis my body, which is broken
for you: this do in remembrance of me.

After the same manner also he took the cup,
when he had supped, saying, Thiscup isthe new
testament in my blood: thisdo ye, as oft asye
drink it, in remembrance of me.

The Corinthian church was admonished to con-
tinue celebrating the Lord’ s .supper. After giving each
element, the Scripture says, “thisdo in remembrance
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of me.” It is not just the “doing,” but “doing in
remembrance of Christ”

To have remembrance of anyone or anything, we
must first have knowledge concerning that person or
thing. We must know what Christ accomplished by
his death before we can have a remembrance of the
results of His suffering and death for us. Acting upon
the promise of God brings the result that God said it
would.

Romans 10:11:

The Scripture says, No man who believesin
Him —who adheres to, relies on and trustsin
Him — will [ever] be put to shame or be dis-
appointed. (The Amplified New Testament.)

Go to the communion table knowing that your sins
are forgiven and that by His stripes you were heal ed.
It does not depend upon the feeling you may or may
not have; it depends upon the accomplishments of
Jesus Christ.

As the bread is served to you, remember that
Christ said, “This is my body which is broken for
you.” By believing, receive and thank God for your
physical aswell as spiritual wholeness.
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CHAPTER TEN

Completeln Him

Colossians 2:9,10:
For in him [Christ] dwelleth al the fulness of
the Godhead bodily.

And ye are completein him ....

If we are complete in Christ then we are truly
complete. Few Christians have utilized the power of
God within them because they fail to renew their
minds to the absolute truth of The Word in believing
that they are complete. To live the more abundant
life and to be “more than conquerors through him
that loved us,” we must confess and act as the Word
of God directs. When our confession faillsto beinline
with The Word, we live below par, we fail to manifest
the more abundant life, and we do not indicate that
we are “more than conquerors.” When we believe too
little, we manifest less than that which legally and
rightfully belongs to us as sons of God.
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When | confess that | am not what His Word
declaresthat | am, God isnot lessin me, but | am less
in Him. Literaly, it makes me a liar. | am then
confessing that God is not right, and that He has not
done for me what He says He has done. God forbid
that we should dothisfor Godis Truth and al men
areliars* If The Word declares that we are complete
in Him then we are complete for we are what The
Word says we are, we have what it says we have, we
will be what it sayswe will be, and we will have what
it sayswe will have.

Our accepted English meaning of the word “ com-
plete” does not convey the proper emphasis in this
phrase of the Scriptures. “And ye are complete in
him ....” Aramaic better expresses this phrase with
clarity.

In Aramaic there are four different grammatical
forms to show the intensity of a verb. English has no
verb form which corresponds to this Aramaic form.
Evenin Aramaic very few verbs go through al four of
these conjugations.

*Romans 3:4: “God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man aliar; as
it iswritten, That thou mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest
overcome when thou art judged.”

| John 5:10: “He that believeth on the Son of God bath the witnessin
himself: he that believeth not God hath made him a liar; because he
believeth not the record that God gave of his Son.”
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Thefirst conjugation is Peal in Hebrew, Peshittain
Estrangelo Aramaic, or what would beasmplefor in
English. The second conjugationis called Padl in He-
brew, Marcobta in Estrangelo Aramaic, or what would
be an intensive form in English. The third conjugation
is called Aphel inthe Hebrew, Yatair Marcobtain Es-
trangelo Aramaic, or what would bean extensiveform
in English. To show some sort of comparison with
English, we will use the passive verb “to be complete.”
The intensive form would show a more intense com-
pletion — “to be completely complete.” The exten-
sive form indicates even more intensity —“completely
and absolutely complete.”

If in Colossians 2:10 God had put the verb
“complete” in this last (extensive) usage — namely,
that we are “completely and absolutely complete in
Him” — it would be very wonderful; but this is not
the case. God goes beyond even this extensive form
to show us how complete we are in Him. The
Aramaic manuscripts use in Colossians 2:10 a very
rare fourth conjugation.

This fourth conjugation is called Shaphel in the
Hebrew, Yatair Yatair Marcobta in Estrangelo
Aramaic, or what would be an extraextensive formin
English. It is found only a few times in the Bible.
This conjugation, very rarely used,, is difficult to
translate. But here is an attempt to trandate
Colossians 2:10 asiit is given in the Eshtaphal (passive
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form of Shaphel) form from the Aramaic: “We are
completely, completely, absolutely complete in
Him!” Such completeness isincomprehensible to the
finite human mind. At best, we can know for a
certainty that we are lacking in nothing.

Thefollowing are some of the wayswhich make up
our completeness.

Colossians 1:12,13:

Giving thanksunto the Father, which hath made
us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of
the saintsin light:

Who hath delivered usfrom the power of dark-
ness, and hath trand ated usinto the kingdom of
[by] hisdear Son.*

Colossians 1:21,22:
And you, that were sometime alienated and
enemiesin your mind by wicked works, yet now
hath he reconciled.

In the body of his flesh through death, to
present you holy and unblameable and unre-
proveablein his sight

Ephesians 1.7:

In whom we have redemption through his blood,
*Colossians 1:13: “Who hath rescued us out from among the exercise or
operative influence of darkness (kingdom) and separated us, bringing us

as citizens into His kingdom by the work of His dear son. (literal
trandlation according to usage)
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the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of
his grace.

| Corinthians 1:30:

But of him [God] are yein Christ Jesus, who of
God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness,
and sanctification, and redemption.

Colossians 2:10-12:
And yeare completein him, which is the head
of all principality and power:

In whom also ye are circumcised with the cir-
cumcision made without hands, in putting off
the body of the sins of the flesh by the circum-
cision of Christ:

Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are
risen with him through thefaith of the opera-
tion of God, who hath raised him from the dead.

Romans 8:37:
Nay, in al these things we are more than con-
guerors through him that loved us.

Romans 6:4:

Therefore, we are buried with him by baptism
into death: that like as Christ was raised up from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we
also should walk in newness of life.
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As born-again sons of God, we are complete in
Him. The next step isto manifest this compl eteness.
The operation of the gift of holy spirit in each born-
again believer isthe key to unleashing potential power
and demonstrating completeness. The gift of the holy
spirit has nine manifestations which are set forth in
| Corinthians 12.

| Corinthians 12: 7-11:
But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to
every man to. profit withal.

For to one is given by the Spirit the word of
wisdom; to another the word of knowledge by
the same Spirit;

To another faith by the same Spirit; to another
the gifts of healing by the same Spirit;

To another the working of miracles; to another
prophecy; to another discerning of spirits; to
another diverskinds of tongues; to another the
interpretation of tongues:

But all theseworketh that one and the selfsame

Spirit, dividing to every man severaly [his own]
as he [the man] will.

When we operate these manifestations, we begin to
evidence some of our God-given power. To go a step
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further, the manifestations of the spirit result in
producing fruit of the spirit.

Galatians 5:22,23:
But the fruit of the Spirit islove, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,

Meekness, temperance ...

Fruit results from the operation of the manifesta-
tions of the spirit. Christians can no more show the
fruit of the spirit without operating the manifes-
tations of the spirit than they can manifest the spirit
without having the spirit. Fruit of the spirit, of which
Galatians 5:22 and 23 speak, is not the fruit of man’s
works. The fruit which evidences itself upon the
operation of the manifestations of the spirit is the
only “fruit of the spirit” First we operate the
manifestations, the tools, and thereby cultivate into
evidence the fruit. Thistruth is remarkable when we
consider that for years we have read “fruit of the
spirit” but have consistently acted asif it should have
read “the fruit of the works of man.”

How truly wonderful it isto realize that as sons of
God we have the manifestations of the spirit and that
by the operation of these manifestations is evidenced
the fruit of the spirit. The fruit of the spirit comes
into manifestation in the senses world only as we
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renew our minds to act by the power of the spirit
within us. Often people who appear to be producing
fruit by their works, even though it looks like genuine
fruit, are producing the works of man and not the
fruit of the spirit. We as Christians are warned of
being deceived by such.

Colossians 2:8:

Beware lest any man spoil you through
philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition
of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not
after Christ

Colossians 2:4.
Andthis| say, lest any man should beguile you
with enticing words.

The manifestations of the spirit and the evidencing
of the fruit of the spirit show forth some of our
completeness. The full extent of being “completein
him,” however, can only be known when we see Him
faceto face.

Colossians 3:1-4:

If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those
thingswhich are above, where Christ sitteth onthe
right hand of God.
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Set your affection on things above, not on
things on the earth.

For ye are dead, and your lifeis hid with Christ
in God.

When Christ, who isour life, shall appear, then
shall ye also appear with himin glory.

Surely when we “appear with him in glory,” we
shall be ableto fully appreciate that we are complete-
ly, completely, absolutely complete in Him. How
gpiritually invigorating it is to know and to redlize
that we as Christians are what God says we are and
that we have what He says we have. We must renew
our minds to believe and appropriate His Word to our
every day living.
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Part IV
TheWord in Our Minds

The purpose of the third part, “Physica and
Spiritual Wholeness,” of The Bible Tells Me So was to
make us strong by showing how well God has taken
care of our every need. Part I, as our point of de-
parture, began by earing for our mental heath. We
need mental freedom and wholeness before we can
launch into understanding God'’ s other truths. Next, in
Part 11, we saw the simplicity and power of the law of
believing which works, knowingly or unknowingly,
for absolutely everyone. All the truths in the first
three parts are clearly documented and explained in
God' sWord. However, on the subjectsinthisPart 1V,
the clarity of God's Word has been muddied
by passage of time, trandations and interpretations.
So now we must again study the Word of God and
look for clarity on subjects which have been relatively
unstudied or on subjects which have been grossly
misunderstood and thus inaccurately taught.

The following eight studies on the accuracy of the
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Word of God begin with the less complicated but
dynamic subjects — “The Palms of God,” “Walk of
Y outh — and progressively delve into the deeper re-
search of “ The Bondage of the Sabbath,” “Baptism,”
“Paul’s Thorn in the Flesh,” “When Judas Hanged
Himself” and “ Study — Be Diligent.”

The capstone of delight and study is the final
chapter of “AsHels’ —astudy of the three words as
Heisfrom I John. These words show ustheincredible
truth that “asheis so are we in thisworld.” Since we
are as He is, our mental freedom, our positive
believing, our completeness both physically and
spiritually should rally with excitement and strength.
This is what happens when we put His Word in our
minds.
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The Palms of God

Thefigure of speech condescensio* in “the palms
of God,” is most beautifully used in Isaiah, as an
Orientalism in all of its significance.

|saiah 49:15,16:

Can awoman forget her sucking child, that she
should not have compassion on the son of her
womb? yea, they may forget, yet will | not
forget thee.

Behold, | have graven [tattooed] thee upon the
pams of my hands; thy walls [hands] are con-
tinually before me.

M otherhood isan unforgettable human experience.
A mother nursing her new-born child has indescrib-
able feelings of attachment and tender affection for
the fruit of her womb. Yet, God says that a woman
could forget her baby —which is most difficult and

*Condescensio — Thisfigure of speech attributes human characteristics
to God —“pams of God.”
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unlikely — but God will never forget one of His own.
To emphasize God's great ability to remember His
children, this passage states that God' s remembrance
is beyond that of a mother for her child. God's
memory is even deeper than the memory of a most
intimate human relationship. God's memory of usis
beyond human comprehension.

After this dramatic statement of God's remem-
bering His children, verse 16 of Isaiah 49 uses a
graphic figure of speech attributing to God the
human characteristic of pams: “I have graven thee
upon the palms of my hands.” The Oriental way of
expressing great love and continual remembrance is
by engraving which we would call tattooing. The
Orienta tradition was to tattoo on your body the
names of those you dearly love while ssmply giving
presents to those you love dlightly.

The process of tattooing isvery unpleasant. When-
ever a person is tattooed, it is usually on the arm,
sometimes on the back or chest But never do you see
the paims of a man’'s hand tattooed. Why? Because
the palms of the hands are too sensitive. They are too
delicate. The pain of tattooing on the palms is too
great to bear. Yet God says, “Behold, | have graven
thee upon the palms of my hands.” First of al, God
is saying it takes too long to look on the arm or on
the shoulders or across the chest, because that part of
the body is clothed with various types of garments;
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therefore, He has tattooed us upon the palms of His
hands. There He can see us constantly. God loves us
so much that, figuratively, He is willing to bear the
excruciating pain of having us tattooed on the palms
of His hands. It isn’'t too painful for God to engrave
our names upon the palms of His hands because we
are dearly beloved of Him.

John 3:16:

For God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever believethin
him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

God istrying to illustrate how much He cares for
us by saying, “Behold, | have graven thee upon the
palms of my hands.” He is saying that He has taken a
most delicate, a most sensitive part of His being, and
there He has tattooed our names. In reality He is
saying, “I love you so much | don’t want my love to
be hidden underneath the garments, | don’t want my
love to be covered so that it cannot be seen; but |
have graven you on amost delicate and sensitive part
of my being that at any time | look | can see you.”
That is the love of God. When you see the beauty of
this Scripture you will begin to appreciate the
compassion and love of God.

The second part of thistruth says, “... thy wallsare
continually before me.” The word “walls’ is a very
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inaccurate presentation. The pamsof the handsarethe
walls. When you lift them up they are walls
before your face.

Besides having usengraved on Hispalms, our own
palms are continually before Him. What does God see
in the palms of our hands? He sees on them nothing
but sin, doubt, fear, bitterness, quarrels, lies,
hatred — everything that stains a sinner. He sees on
our palms the fear of death, the fear of disease and
sickness, the insecurity and uncertainty of the future.
Y et God in Hiswonderful infinite love, irrespective of
who we were, tattooed or engraved us on His palms.

God'’ s continuous remembrance of Hischildrenis
true because He has engraved them, His children,
upon the palms of His hands.

Isaiah 1:18:

Comenow, and | et usreason together, saith the
Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall
be as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be aswaool.

Thisispart of the significance of God' s continuous
remembrance.

|saiah 43:25:
|, even |, am hethat blotteth out thy trans-
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gressions for mine own sake, and will not
remember thy sins.

Psalms 103:12;
Asfar asthe east isfrom the west, so far hath he
removed our transgressions from us.

Wouldn't you say that God certainly has engraved
us upon the palms of His hands? He forgives and
forgets our shortcomings while He remembers and
cares for us constantly.

God gives usin Revelation a comparable truth.

Revelation 3:20:
Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any
man hear my voice, and open the door, | will
come in to him, and will sup [eat] with him,
and he with me.

Have you ever thought on the beauty of those
words? In the Orient the host does not eat with his
guest unless he is a most intimate friend. In this
passage of Scripture Jesusis saying, “1 am your most
intimate friend.” Jesus enters into our hearts upon
our invitation. He never forces Himself on us. He is
not just entering in, but He is supping with us. Jesus
said, “l want to be very intimate with my people; |
will sup with them; | will eat with them if they will
but ask Me."
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Hebrews 13:5 says, “... | will never leave thee, nor
forsake thee,” Also Matthew 28:20 says, “... lo, | am
with you alway, even unto the end of the world.”

TheLordiswithusaways. That iswhy Hesaid as
recorded in Matthew 11:28, “Come unto me, al ye
that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give you
rest.” It is God’s continuous remembrance whereby
He can say to us, “I have graven you upon the palms
of my hands even though your walls, your palms, are
continually before me.”

Christ died for al and thusHe could say, “Whaoso-
ever will may come.” Once Christ has offered the
invitation, it is a matter of our accepting it. If you
want to come to Christ you may. Man need not die in
his sin because Christ died for sin and carried our
sicknesses and our pains. We need not carry them.
God has willingly and gladly engraved our names
upon the palms of His hands.

Thereis no question about the call o Jesus Christ
to man being clear. The only question is whether man
is going to respond to that call. When Jesus died upon
Calvary’s cross, He died for everybody in the whole
world; but only those who accept Him as their Savior
receive the benefits of His death.

Those of uswho have accepted Jesusas Lord in
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our lives —we have been engraved in the pams of
God's hands. He continuously remembers and
watches over us. Do you remember “... that whoso-
ever believeth in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life’? He has come to abide within us
forever, that we may have eterna life now and
forevermore.

This is God's continuous remembrance of us.

Thereis not aday, hour, minute or second when we as sons
of God are not remembered before the throne of

God. We sons of God have truly been engraved on the
palms of God.
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CHAPTER TWELVE

TheWalk of Youth

In this day and age, the actions of youth are being
closely watched. It isfitting, therefore,, that we take a
good look at averse of Scripturein thefirst epistle to
Timothy which clearly sets forth the importance and
responsibility of the younger generation.

| Timothy 4:12:

Let no man despise thy youth; but be thou an
exampleof the believers, inword, in conversa:
tion, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

Let us take this verse line by line and word by
word in order to see the true beauty in the accuracy
of God’s matchless Word.

“Let no man despise thy youth.” The word “man”
is an inclusive noun. We are told to allow no one,
Christian or non-Christian, believer or unbeliever, to
despise our youth. The word “despise” means “to
think disparagingly of.”
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Matthew 18:10:
Take heed that ye despise not [think dis-
paragingly of] one of these little ones.

Y oung people are to so condition their thinking,
their work and their pattern of living, that no one can
think disparagingly of them.

In the Biblical usage of the word “youth” lies an
illuminating truth. In the Bible a young person is
referred to as a youth until he reaches thirty years of
age. According to Jewish custom no person was
alowed to teach until he was thirty years old nor was
he considered for membership in the Sanhedrin
(ruling body of Isragl) until he had reached thirty.
Abraham took Isaac to the top of Mount Moriah
when |saac was thirty years of age. Joseph was thirty
when Pharaoh appointed him ruler of Egypt Jesus
did not begin His teaching ministry until reaching the
age of thirty. This same word “youth” is used in the
Gospels when Jesus was talking to the rich young
ruler (Matthew 19:20; Mark 10:20; Luke 18:21).
This man was very wedthy and yet only a youth
under thirty years old.

Theword “but” in | Timothy 4:12 sets that which
precedes in contrast with that which follows, “but be
thou [youth] an example.” The word “be” means “to
become or to come into a particular state or
condition.” This, then, expresses a growing process —
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adtate of not having fully arrived, but of becoming or
in the process of arriving.

The word “example” comes from the Greek word
tupos which, trandliterated into English, becomes
“type.” “Of the believers’ isthe genitive of possession,
literdly trandated “be thou a believer's example.”
Chrigtian young people are to become believers
examples or types in six ways: (1) in word, (2) in
conversation, (3) in charity, (4) in spirit, (5) in faith,
(6) in purity. The preposition “in” is the same for each
word and expresses an innermost depth, an inner
quietness or self-reliance. Youths are to be
come, within the innermost part of their being, an
example of quietness and serenity due to The Word's
dwdling in them. Thisis not surprising, for it is God's
Word which gives youths the knowledge they need
regarding every phase of their life; it is The Word
which God set above His Name.*

Y ouths are to become, an example of the believers
in conversation. The word “conversation” is the
Greek word anastrophe, which means behavior or
conduct. This behavior or conduct is like a straight
line, conditioned and built upon the knowledge of
The Word which is living within.

*Psalm 138:2: “...for thou hast magnified thy word above al thy
name.”
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Galatians 1:13:
For ye have heard of my conversation
[behavior — anastropheé] in time past.

Y ouths are to become an example of the believers
in charity. The word “charity” is the Greek word
agape, which means the love of God in the renewed
mind in manifestation. The walk of youth is first of
all with the inner quietness or serenity of The Word,
secondly in abehavior that is straight without waver-
ing or fluctuating and thirdly with the love of God in
the renewed mind in manifestation.

The words “in spirit” which appear in the King
James Version do not appear in the critica Greek
texts of Griesbach, Lachmann, Tischendorf, Tregelles,
Alford, Wordsworth or Nestle; nor do they appear in
any of the Aramaic texts. Therefore, “in spirit”
should be deleted.

The word “faith” is the Greek word pistis and is
trandated either “faith” or “beieving.” Faith is
gpiritual, within an individud; believing connotes
action. If the youths are to become examples, it must
be by their actions. Therefore, pistis in this verse
should be trandated believing. Young people are to
become examplesin their believing action.

The word “purity” is the Greek word hagneia,
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which means “chastity.” But chastity, normally con-
strued as meaning pure, really does not fit if taken in
the context of the verse. The root of this word is
hagnos, meaning “to keep lustrous’ even though
living in this present tarnished world. This word is
used referring to Jesus Christ in | John 3:3, “even as
he [Jesus Christ] is pure [hagnos].” Jesus Christ was
in the flesh in this world, but the world was not
mixed in Him to the end that He was contaminated.

Another closdy digned Greek word is he geomai.
This word is also used of a Roman provincia
governor, a principal leader who is uncontaminated
by what others say. Y ouths are to walk as leaders, in
a straight line, uncontaminated by others. It isapure
walk.

How beautiful and how accurate is God’ s matchless
Word. After studying and understanding the depth of
| Timothy 4:12, the following literal trandation
according to usage is offered.

Allow no one to think disparagingly of you as
a youth. Become a believer's example in the
quiet-ness, serenity and self-composure you
have within yourself because of your study and
knowledge of the rightly divided, revealed Word.
Become an example in your behavior and
manner of life. Become an examplein thelove
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of God in the renewed mind in manifestation.
Becomean examplein believing action in your
life. Become an example in your uncon-
taminated |eadership.

Y oung people have been given agreat challenge by
God'sWord and great responsibility to HisWord. In
the youth lie wells of abilities and qualities. God
commands them to perfect and use their potential to
benefit themselves and the entire Church.
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The Bondage of the Sabbath Day

Itisfolly for a Christian to try to live under alaw
or laws which no longer exist. This situation is like
stopping at a corner after the stop sign has been
removed. Y ou can stop, but you don't haveto. Thisis
similar to Christians who adhere to keeping the
Sabbath. Tradition must not blind us and keep us
unaware of changes which occur as the Word of God
progresses from one age to the next

The laws of the Sabbath were given to Israel and,
therefore, apply to Isragl. Since these laws were never
given to the Church, their interpretation cannot be
for it. The Sabbath laws were applied to and for Israel
and assuch were never altered, changed or transferred
to any other period.

The Scriptures clearly state that we as born-again
sons of God are not under, law, but grace..
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Romans 7:4:

Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become
dead to the law by [on account of] the body of
Christ....

How could the law possibly have power over us
when the law is dead?

People trying to live under a law which does not
pertain to them is not new in the Christian age. Paul
had such in the church at Galatia.

Galatians 4:31:
So then, brethren, we are not children of the
bondwoman, but of the free.

Galatians 5:1:

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage.

Galatians 4:9-11:

But now, after that ye have known God, or
rather are known of God, how turn ye again to
the weak and beggarly elements[including the
law], whereunto ye desire again to be in bond-

age?
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Y e observe days, and months, and times, and
years.

| am afraid of you, lest | have bestowed upon
you labour in vain.

Romans 14:5,6:

One man esteemeth one day above another:
another esteemeth every day alike.. Let every
man be fully persuaded in his own mind.

Hethat regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the
Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the
Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth,
eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks;
and he that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth
not, and giveth God thanks.

Colossians 2:16:

Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in
drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of the new
moon, or of the sabbath days.

Thevast mgjority of born-again believersassemble
to worship on Sunday, on which day Jesus was first
seen in Hisresurrected body. Simply because most of
us observe Sunday does not mean we keep it under
the compulsion of the law; we keep it because we are
under graceand wishtodo so. In our age, during the
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Church Administration, every day is sacred according
to the Word of God and not one day more so than
any other day. Each day should be lived unto the
Lord, though in our tradition most Christians have set
aside Sunday especially as a day of rest and specia
worship.

* * % * %

Besides the Sabbath, other days spoken of in the
Bible also need clarification, specificaly “man’s day,”
“Christ’'sday,” and the “Lord’ s day.”

Man' s day pertains to now, the age of Grace. Man
today passes judgment and sentence; he directs the

policy.

| Corinthians 4:3:

But with meit isavery small thing that | should
be judged of you, or of man’s judgment: yea, |
judge not mine own self.

In the King James Version the word “day” is
trandated “judgment” In essence this word “judg-
ment” expresses the truth that in man’s day man does
sit in judgment but only for a brief period.

Christ’s Day is coming. In that day Christ will
come for His Church; He will gather the dead in
Christ and those believers who are yet alive.
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Philippians 1:6,10:

Being confident of thisvery thing, that he which
hath begun a good work in you will perform it
until the day of Jesus Christ.

That ye may approve things that are excellent;
that ye may be sincere and without offencetill
the day of Christ

Philippians 2:16:

Holding forth the word of life; that | may rejoice
intheday of Christ, that | have not runinvain,
neither laboured in vain.

The Lord s Day (or the Day of the Lord) isnot a
day of the week as has been commonly believed. Itis
not Sunday. But, the Lord' s Day is His Day on earth,
when the Lord Himself shall rule in righteousness and
power and glory. The Apostle John was shown this
Day in the distant future.

Revelation 1:10:
| wasin the Spirit on the Lord' sday, and heard
behind me a great voice, as of atrumpet

As | Thessalonians informs us, that Day will not
overtake us born-again believers as a thief, for we are
not in darkness but we are the children of light.
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| Thessalonians 5:2-5:
For yourselves know perfectly that the day of
the Lord so cometh as athief in the night

For when they shdl say, Peace and safety; then
sudden destruction cometh upon them, astravail
upon a woman with child, and they shall not
escape.

But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you as a thief.

Yearedl the children of light, and the children
of the day: we are not of the night, nor of
darkness.

When we rightly divide the Word of Truth, we clear
the atmosphere of the wrong teaching regarding the
Sabbath and the Other days mentioned in the Bible.
We are not believers tied to one legalistic day of
worship. We worship God daily in spirit and in truth.
Tradition dare not blind us to the truth of the light of
God's Word.
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Baptism

Many of today’s religious groups were founded
upon various beliefs regarding baptism. This study
allows the Scripture to speak for itself regarding the
subject of baptism and will allow the reader to see for
himself the great accuracy of the Word of God with-
out he interpretational and doctrinal inconsistencies
brought to the subject by man. Let us begin by
examining the word “baptism,” and then continue by
tracing the use of water in baptism from the Old
Testament, asit related to the law, to the present.

To discover the true meaning of “baptism,” we
must search the Scriptures and observe its varied
usages. Of course, “baptism” now is an English word;
the Greek baptisma is directly trandliterated into
English. The root form of the word baptisma is
bapto which means “to dip.” Bapto is also part of
the word trandlated “dippeth,” embapto.
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From this root bapto arise four words:
1. Baptizo — to make things bapto, dipped.

2. Baptismos — the act of dipping or washing
which is the act of baptizing; this does not
occur in any Church epistle; the four occur-
rences of this word are in Mark 7:4; 7:8;
Hebrews 6:2; 9:10.

3. Baptisma—theresult of baptismos; it is used
twenty-two times in the Bible: thirteen refer
to John's baptism, five to the Lord’ s baptism,
three are found in Paul’ s epistles, and the last
is in Peter. Baptisma is in Matthew 3:7;
20:22,23; 21:25; Mark 1:4; 10:38,39; 11:30;
Luke 3:3; 7:29; 12:50; 20:4; Acts 1:22;
10:37; 13:24; 18:25; 19:3,4, Romans 6:4;
Ephesdans 4:5; Colossans 2:12; | Peter 3:21.

4. Baptiste — the one who does the baptizing.

There are only a few instances where these words
are not directly tranditerated into English as
“baptize,” but are instead trand ated as follows:

1. Bapto is trandated “dip” in the only three
places where it is used.
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Luke 16:24:

And he cried and said, Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that
he may dip [bapto] the tip of his finger in
water, and cool my tongue; for | am
tormented in this flame.

John 13:26:

Jesus answered, He it is, to whom | shall
give a sop, when | have dipped [bapto]
it....

Revelation 19:13:

And he was clothed with a vesture dipped
[bapto] in blood: and his name is called
The Word of God.

2. Embapto is trandated as follows in its only
usages.

Matthew 26:23:

And he answered and said, He that dippeth
[embapto] his hand with me in the dish,
the same shall betray me.

Mark 14:20:

And he answered and said unto them, It is
one of the twelve, that dippeth [embapto]
with mein the dish.
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John 13:26:

Jesus answered, He it is, to whom | shall
give a sop, when | have dipped [bapto] it.
And when he had dipped [embapto] the
sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of
Simon [Bapto is used in both instances in
John 13:26 in severa critical Greek texts.]

3. Baptizo is consistently trandliterated “bap-

tize” except in three usages.

Mark 6:14:

And king Herod heard of him; (for his
name was spread abroad:) and he said, That
John the Baptist [baptizo]* was risen from
the dead, and therefore mighty works do
shew forth themselvesin him.

Mark 7:4:

And when they come from the market,
except they wash [baptizo], they eat
not ....

Luke 11:38:

And when the Pharisee saw it, he marvelled
that he had not first washed [baptizo]
before dinner.

Baptism

In these last two usages the action is self-evident;
when a Pharisee returned from the market, he washed
himself before eating.

4. Of the four uses of baptismos it is only
once trandated “ baptism” — Hebrews 6:2. In
the other occurrences both the Authorized
and Revised Versions are correct in rendering
the word baptismos as “washing.” The refer-
ences are quite clear because they refer to the
ordinances of divine service which were
carried on in the tabernacle..

Mark 7:4:

And when they come from the market,
except they wash, they eat not And many
other things there be, which they have
received to hold, as the washing [baptis-
mos| of cups, and pots, brasen vessels, and
of tables.

Mark 7:8:

For laying aside the commandment of God,
ye hold the tradition of men, as the wash-
ing [baptismos] of pots and cups: and
many other such like things ye do.

*The form of this word baptizo is the participle with the article. It is Hebrews 9:10:
accurately ranslated “the one who begiizes.” Which stood [serving] only in mests and
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drinks, and divers washings [baptismos],
and carnd ordinances, imposed on
them until the time of reformation [rectifi-
cation].”

From every Biblical usage of the word *baptism,”
we can only conclude that the root meaning and the
basic thought in baptism is washing. Therefore, we
should note three other words in the Greek which
also mean “to wash.”

1. Nipto —to wash a portion of one’'s body.

Matthew 15:2:

Why do thy disciples transgress the tradi-
tion of the elders? for they wash not their
hands when they eat bread.

2. Louo — to bathe or wash the entire body;
from which we a so get our word “ ablution.”

Hebrews 10:22:

Let us draw near with atrue heart in full
assurance of faith, having our hearts
gorinkled from an evil conscience, and our
bodies washed with pure water.

3. Pluno —to wash or rinse inanimate things;
ordinarily this wordisused in speaking of
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washing clothes.

Revelation 7:14:

And | said unto him, Sir, thou knowest.
And he said to me, These are they which
came out of great tribulation, and have
washed their robes, and made them white
in the blood of the Lamb.

These three Greek words fully cover the subject of
washing. Theword “wash” is used in the definition of
each one of the above words. Therefore, we must
logicdly conclude that the verb baptizo has a
meaning in common with al of these three afore-
mentioned Greek words, yet must be distinct from
each. A close study of each usage of baptizo reveas
that baptizo does not denote the removal of bodily
uncleanness or filth, but rather the removal of
ceremonial uncleanness and is symbolic washing. The
outward cleansing of the flesh by washing or baptism
was to symbolize spiritua cleanliness. Entrance into
the tabernacle was conditioned by baptism which
meant the cleansing of the flesh at the laver by
merely dipping to indicate ceremonia washing or
cleansing. (See Exodus 30:18-24.)

Exactly what means were used outside the temple
for washing? The Old Testament tells of the laver of
the tabernacle (Exodus 30:17-21), the sea and the
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ten lavers of Solomon’'s temple (I Kings 7:23-39)
and theriver of the temple (Ezekiel 47:1-12).

In the court of the tabernacle between the gate and
the door stood two vessels — the atar and the laver
(Exodus 40:29,30). Considering the minute detail
and exactness of the patterns shown to Moses re-
garding the tabernacle (Exodus 30:1—10), it is
interesting to note that the laver of the tabernacle
was nhot given dimensions or proportions but The
Word simply states what it was for —“to wash withal”
(Exodus 30:18). The fact that the details are missing
regarding the laver emphasizes the fact that it was not
an integral part of the completed structure and that
something better would come to replace it.

The temple of Solomon replaced the tabernacle.
Thistemple of Solomon had no single laver between
the entrance of the gate to the outer area and the
door of the temple, but had instead the sea and the
ten lavers, five on each side of the house (I Kings
7:23,38,39). The ten lavers were used to wash the
offering and they were set on bases each having “four
brasen wheels” (I Kings 7:30). Again the wheels
indicate easy disposal; they could roll out of the way
for something more permanent.

In the temple of Ezekiel, which isyet to cometo
pass in the future, the lavers and the sea will be
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removed and in their place, issuing from under the
threshold of the house, will flow the river of living
water (Ezekiel 47:1—5). Ezekiel’s temple will not
have water in containers, but a moving, living river,
deepening asit flows (Ezekiel 47:3—5). Thus, in the
course of God's plan we see that the lavers are all
alike until finaly lost in the river of living water.

The ceremonial cleansing, called washing and
baptism, applies specifically to Isragl. The laver of the
tabernacle, the sea and the ten lavers of Solomon’'s
temple, and the river of Ezekiel are all applicable to
Israel — the first two under the Old Testament and
the latter in the future when paradise is reestablished
on earth. These two times which. apply only to Israel
aretogether Biblically called the kingdom period. The
guestion thus becomes. What about baptism in the
period of time between the law and the new paradise,
between the time of Solomon’s temple and the river
of Ezekiel?

The day of Pentecost founded a new period or
administration. At that time another change came in
relation to baptism regarding the Church. In order to
see exactly what this change meant, let us begin ten
days before Pentecost at the time of the ascension in
Acts 1.
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Acts1:4,5:

And, being assembled together with them [the
apostles], [Jesus Christ] commanded them that
they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait
for the promise of the Father, which, saith he,
ye have heard of me.

For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall
be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence.

In other words, with the coming of the greater
(holy spirit), the lesser (water) came to an end. This
replacement was initiated on Pentecost. On Pentecost
the replacement first applied.

Galatians 3:27,28:
For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ.

Thereisneither Jew nor Greek, thereis neither
bond nor free, thereis neither male nor female:
for yeareal onein Christ Jesus*

Being baptized into the body of Christ doesn’t
mean baptized with the old physica element of
water, but with the new spiritual element of holy
spirit.

*Theword “Jew” and its derivatives, as used in the King James Version,
should always be understood as meaning “Judean” or “of the Judean
religion.” Theword “Jew” was never used in any text until 1775.
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| John 1.7:

But if wewalk inthelight, asheisinthelight,
we have fellowship one with another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth usfrom
al sin*

Christ has done the cleansing for us. Our only work
isto accept Him. He then washes away our sin.

The records of baptism in Acts, the book which
records the events of Pentecost and immediately
thereafter, do not mention water at all; thus to say
thereiswater involved in baptism can only be private
interpretation. In Acts 2:38 Peter baptized “in the
name of Jesus Christ.” In Acts 8:16 people were
“baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.” In Acts
9:18, “he [Paul] received sight forthwith, and arose,
and was baptized.” And in Acts 19:5, “When they
heard this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus.”

If we are to rightly divide the Word of God, we
must allow the Bible to speak for itself and not read
into it the theologies and doctrines of men. Nowa-
days whenever the word “baptize” is mentioned,
water isimmediately associated with it because of the

*Then there is no more consciousness of sin as told in Hebrews 10:2:
“For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because that the
worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins.”
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influence of religious doctrines, but we have just seen
by examination of the above verses of Scripture that
water is never stated.

On the other hand, even though we have these
accounts which so clearly show that water was no
longer necessary after the day of Pentecost, there are
other Scriptural. accounts which imply the use of
water in baptism and which must be considered.

Peter speaks of water in Acts 10.

Acts 10:47:

Can any man forbid water, that these should not
be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost
aswell aswe?

This is the same Peter who spoke in Acts 2:38.
Why did he include water in Acts 10 when earlier he
did not? In Acts 2:38 he did not have time to go to
his office and prepare a sermon; he spoke by revela-
tion and ingpiration. But after the day of Pentecost,
Peter was preaching in the synagogue and was till
influenced by it. He ssmply reverted to his previous
doctrine and added water. Peter himself clarifiesthis
same account later in Acts 11.

Acts 11:16:
Then remembered | [after | had ordered water
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baptism] the word of the Lord, how that he
said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye
shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.

This record indicates he did not baptize the
Cornelius household of believersin water.

In Acts 19 Paul asked certain disciples at Ephesus
regarding what Apollos did.

Acts19:2,3:

Have ye recelved the Holy Ghost since
[when] ye believed? And they said unto him,
We have not so much as heard whether there be
any Holy Ghost.

And he said unto them, Unto what then wereye
baptized? And they said, Unto John’s baptism
[water].

So we see that water baptism did occur because
Apollos had not been fully instructed even though
something much greater had come to replace the
water. Why did this happen?

Acts 21:20:

Thou seest, brother, how many thousands of
Jews there are which believe; and they are all
zealous of the law.
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These people believed and therefore were saved,;
but the revelation had not yet been given explaining
the magnitude of the coming of the holy spirit on
Pentecost so the believers were still zealous for the
law. And one of the requirements of that law was to
be water baptized. People are till zealous for the law
and, to this day, do not accept that which is
addressed to them from Romans, Corinthians,
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and
Thessalonians. Not once is water baptism ever
mentioned in these epistles. Still very few people dare
to believe God’' s Word and act accordingly. Tradition
istoo comfortable aruit.

To bring further light to the subject, let uslook at
averse of Scripture which is often quoted during the
ceremony of water baptism.

Matthew 28:19:

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost.

This verse dearly states that the apostles were to
teach (“make disciples of”) al nations. And yet, the
Old Testament states that Israel would never be
numbered among the nations* Thus, this command

*Numbers 23:9: “... the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be
reckoned among the nations.”
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could only hold true for Gentiles (“nations’). Later
in the epistles, written specifically to born-again
believers, the Church is “called out” from both
Gentiles and Jews.* Secondly, the phrase “baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost” is never carried out by the
apostles or by anyone else in the early Church.
Eusebius (340 A.D.), thefirst great Church historian,
guoted from manuscripts which could not have had
these words. He quoted Matthew 28:19 eighteen
times without ever using these words. Justin Martyr
(165 A.D.) and Aphraates of Nishis (340 A.D.) never
guoted these words either. The difficulty is apparent

Matthew 28:19 was spoken shortly before Jesus
ascended into heaven; it gave last minute instructions.
Now whatever Jesus said at that time surely would
have been important enough for the apostles to
remember. Yet in Acts 2:38, the first record after the
origina outpouring on the day of Pentecost, Peter
“baptized in the name of Jesus Christ,” not “in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost.” If the command in Matthew 28:19 were
truly given, then ten days later Peter had already
forgotten what Jesus had told him.

*Romans 10:12: “For there is no difference between the Jew and the
Greek [Gentiles: for thesame Lord over al is rich unto al that call
upon him.”
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In Acts 8:16, “they were baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus.” In Acts 10:48, “And he [Peter]
commanded them to be baptized in the name of the
Lord.” And in Acts 195, “When they heard this,
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.”
The book of Acts never once mentions the apostle’s or
anyone ese sever carrying out the command given in
Matthew 28:19- From this evidence it is highly
unlikely that the words “baptizing them in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost” in Matthew 28:19 were included in the
originad Word of God, but were added sometime |ater.

To be baptized in someone’ s name sets a person

apart from the masses. When the children of Israel
were baptized “in the cloud and in the sea’ (I Corin-
thians 10:2), they were (1) sanctified, separated
out from the Egyptians and (2) were identified in
that baptism with Moses. The same pattern can be
found today. When you are baptized in the name of
Jesus Chrigt, you are (1) sanctified,* separated out
fromthe unbelieverswho are not saved, making you a
member of the Church, and you are (2) identified
with Chrigtt and al the authority His Name repre-
*| Corinthians 1:2: “Unto the church of God which is at Corinth, to
them that are sanctified in Christ Jesus ....”
Acts 26:18: “To open theft eyes, and to turn them from darkness to
light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive
forgiveness [remission] of sins, and inheritance among them which are
sanctified by faith that isin me.”

TRomans 8:17: “And if children, then heirs, heirs of God, and joint-
heirswith Christ ....”
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sents, just as Isragl was identified with Moses. So
it can be seen that water baptism was indeed
instituted by God, but. only for Israel and the king-
dom, and then for only a limited period of time.

Sincetheday of Pentecost every person who desires
to be born again by God's Spirit must believe on
Jesus Christ At that moment he is given something
far greater than the benefits of water baptism:
righteousness, justification, sanctification and
redemption. To be born again is to have Christ
within; He is the hope of glory; He cleanses us from
al sin. It'sa spiritual baptism.

Since the day of Pentecost, we are indeed free
from the law; and part of that law was water baptism.
According to Gaatians 5:1, we are to “Stand fast
therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made
us free, and be not entangled again with the yoke of
bondage.”* There is nothing that can add to our
completeness in Him. Jesus Christ paid it al and we
are now perfectly equipped in Him for His service, for
we are baptized with holy spirit in the name of Jesus
Christ.

*“Stand fast” —steko — used in the 2nd person plurd indicates that
you stand fast, with tenacity.

“Liberty” — eleutheria — boldly with afearless mind.

“Entangled” — enecho —be no longer held in.
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Paul’s Thorn In The flesh

Paul’ s thorn in the flesh has been a thorn in the
flesh to, more people than amost any other passage in
the Word of God. Whenever someone wants to defend
his own defenseless theology regarding God's will
concerning peopl€e' s sickness, he invariably points out
Paul’s “thorn in the flesh.”

The first prerequisite in any study that makes for
an abundant life is an accurate reading of that which
is written. Let us read exactly what is written by
Paul.

Il Corinthians 12:7-10:

And lest | should be exated above measure
through the abundance of the revelations, there
was given to me a thorn in the flesh, the
messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest | should
be exalted above measure.

For thisthing | besought the Lord thrice, that
it might depart from me.
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And hesaid unto me, My graceissufficient for
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weak-
ness. Most gladly therefore will | rather glory in
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may
rest upon me.

Therefore | take pleasure in infirmities, in
reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in
distressesfor Christ’s sake: for when | am weak,
then am | strong.

This Word of God has been read thousands upon
thousands of times, but many who have looked at it
have read something besides the actual words.

The first thing to notice is that nowhere in the
entire section does it mention sickness as being the
“thorn in the flesh.” However, the seventh verse
states that this thorn in the flesh was a messenger of
Satan. So we know that God did not send it, because
had God sent it the verse would read, “athorn in the
flesh the messenger of God to buffet me.” But it says,
“... athorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan ....”

Let us look at the word “messenger.” Angelosis
trandated “angel” or “messenger” in the English. The
word angelos is used 188 limes in the Bible: 181
timesit is trandlated “angel”; 7 timesit is trandlated
“messenger.” 1l Corinthians12:7 is one of the seven
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timesthe word angelosistrandated “messenger.” The
six other times where the word angelos is trandated
“messenger” it aways refers to an individua or
individuals. Why not here?

Let us go a step further: the key to the true
interpretation of the Word of God is always in The
Word itself.

Il Peter 1:20:
Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the
scripture is of any private interpretation.

If no Scripture is of any private interpretation,
then | dare not interpret it or you or anyone else.
Then how could it possibly be interpreted? The
answer issimple; if it is of no private interpretation,
then it must of necessity interpret itself. Thisit does.

TheWord of God interpretsitself where written or
within the context or it has been used elsewhere at
some earlier time.

Since the words “thorn in the flesh” in 1l Corin-
thians 12:7 are not explained in the verse itself or in
the context, it must have been used previoudly in the
Bibleif the Word of God be true.

In Numbers 33 we note that God instructed Moses
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to speak to the children of Israel and to inform them
regarding the inhabitants of the land into which the
children of Israel were about to enter, that they must
by al means refrain from fraternizing with the
inhabitants. If not, the consequences are told.

Numbers 33:55:

... then it shall come to pass, that those which ye
let remain of them shall be pricksin your eyes,
and thorns in your sides

The people, the inhabitants, would be pricksin the
eyes of the children of Isragl and thornsin their sides.
So the “thorn in the flesh” is in this passage defi-
nitely and distinctly people. “Thorn in the flesh”
then is not a literal fact; but a figurative truth. It is
similar to our current statement about a man who
would give “the shirt off of his back.” We do not
mean that he would literally take his shirt off and
give it away; we mean it to indicate figuratively that
such aman is very good-hearted and generous. Like-
wise, “the thorn in the flesh,” is a figure of speech*
referring to how people hinder or obstruct.

Again in Joshuais another record about “thorns.”

*Hypocatastasis - Resemblance by implication. One noun is named, the
other implied. It is the superlative degree of resemblance.
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Joshua 23:13:

Know for a certainty that the Lord your God
will no more drive out any of these nations from
before you; but they shall be snares and traps
untoyou, and scourgesinyour sides, andthorns
inyour eyes.....

If you had athorn in your eye, would you haveitin
your flesh? Again this is a figure of speech clearly
indicating people.

Judges 2:3:

... | will not drive them out [referring to inhabi-
tants of the land] from before you; but they
shall be asthornsin your sides

Again, itis people who arereferred to asthorns. A
number of times | have heard people say, “He (or
she) is sure a thorn in .the flesh,” meaning an
individual was irritating to them. Then why say that
Paul’ sthorn in the flesh was sickness, bad eyesight or
something else when the Word of God specifically
refers to people as being “thornsin the flesh.”

Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” was the fighting and
opposition to his ministry by people. They were men
trying to inflict the law of circumcision upon the
Gentile converts and believers. These people were
“messengers of Satan” buffeting the ministry of Paul.
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Il Corinthians 11:24 says, “... five times received
| [Paul] forty stripes save one.” It takes people to
inflict whippings. That would be a “thorn in the
flesh.” Verses 25 and 26 continue, “Thrice [3 times]
was | beaten with rods, once was | stoned ... in perils
by mine own countrymen ... in perils among false
brethren.”

With al this data from the Word of God, without
any private interpretation, how can anyone say or
contend that Paul’s “thorn in the flesh” was sickness?
Paul was not sick, He was just sick and tired of the
people who were opposing and fighting his ministry,
hindering him from doing as much as hewould like to
do.

These “false brethren” were his “thorn in the
flesh” and three times he prayed for their removal
but the Lord said to him, “My grace is sufficient for
thee: for my strength is made perfect in weak-
ness...."

A man’s true color is quickly seen when he is
confronted by his foes. The enemies bring out the
true character in a man. So it was with Paul. He did
not dare rely upon his own strength, he had to rely
upon God's abundant supply. weak man with God
on hisside is strong, but a strong man without God is
weak.
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Do not disgrace yourself, God, the Bible or the
great Apostle Paul by saying Paul’s “thorn in the
flesh” was sickness. It was not. It was, is, and ever
will be people, if the Word of God is true — and true
itis.

People say, “Misery seeks company,” and when
man in his sickness can think of Paul’s “thorn in the
flesh” as sickness, man seemsto get a more comfort-
ablefeeling about hisown disease, saying, “Well, Paul
had a thorn in the flesh so | suppose | can bear my
sickness.” What afalse comfort; what an injustice to
God, the Bible and the Apostle Paul.

Paul was “afflicted” not with sickness, but with
people hindering his ministry; and the Word of God
saysthat they which walk godly shall suffer persecu-
tion.*

Yes, | know what a“thornin theflesh” is, even as
the Apostle Paul knew, and as Martin Luther, John
Wesley and others including you, my reader, may
have known. The “thorns in the flesh” are people,
people who buffet the ministry of the elect of God.
But when “1 am weak [in myself] then am | strong”
in Him. Thank God for His mighty power and good-

*[1 Timothy 3:12: “Yea, and dl that will live godly In Christ Jesus shall
suffer persecution.”
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ness, for in Him we are constant overcomers and in
nothing are we defeated. For “I can do al things
through Christ which strengtheneth me,” yes, even to
triumph over al my “thornsin the flesh.”
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CHAPTER SXTEEN

When Judas Hanged Himself

The topic of when Judas hanged himself isworthy
of research because of the common teaching that Ju-
das hanged himself before Jesus' crucifixion. God's
Word teaches that Judas Iscariot not only was alive
at the time of the crucifixion, but he saw the resur-
rected Christ and was also an eyewitness of Christ’s
ascension.

To understand the accuracy of God's Word re-
garding the activities of Judas after his betrayal of
Jesus, let us begin our research in | Corinthians.

| Corinthians 15:3-5:
... how that Christ died for our sins according to
the scriptures;

And that he [Christ] was buried, and that he
rose again the third day according to the
scriptures:

And that he was seen of Cephas[Peter], then of
the twelve.
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If the resurrected Christ was seen of the twelve as
verse 5 states, then Judas had to be alive during the
appearances of Jesus.

Proceeding to search The Word regarding all of
Christ’s appearances, let us consider the accounts
recorded in the Gospels of Luke and John. We need
to establish first of all that the accounts in these two
Gospelsareidentical. It is on this occasion which was
Jesus first appearance to His apostles that Jesus
showed the apostles His scars. It isinconceivabl e that
Jesus, after He had once shown them His hands, side
and feet, would upon another occasion deem it
necessary to show them again. The day and the time
of that day when this singular event took place is
clearly stated. The time of this appearance isthefirst
day of the week, after the resurrection, toward
evening.

John 20:19:
Then the same day at evening, being the first
day of the week ....

Luke 24:1 and 29:
Now upon the first day of the week ....

... for it istoward evening, and the day is far
spent ...
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Luke 24:33 and 36:

And they rose up the same hour, and returned
to Jerusalem, and found the eleven gathered
together, and them that were with them.

And asthey thus spake, Jesus himself stood in
the midst of them, and saith unto them, peace
be unto you.

There were eleven of the apostles gathered to-
gether, and those who were with them, when Jesus
stood in the midst of them.

John 20:24 gives the same account only thistime
the record states the name of the absent disciple.

John 20:24:
But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus,
was not with them when Jesus came.

Thomas was absent; the other eleven apostles
assembled when Jesus came; thus Judas I scariot had
to have been living and present.

John 20:26 tellsusthat “... after eight daysagain
his disciples were within ....” these are the same
apostles as were gathered at the first appearance in
Luke 24.
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Luke 24:33:
. the eleven [without Thomas| gathered
together, and them that were with them.

Thetimethat Jesus was seen of thetwelve, then, is
specifically stated in John 20.

John 20:26:

... again hisdiscipleswerewithin, and Thomas
with them [eleven and Thomas made the count
twelve]: then came Jesus, the doors being shut,
and stood in themidst, and said, Peace be unto
youl.

Jesus came and stood in the midst of the twelve,
confirming the information in | Corinthians.

| Corinthians 15:5:
... he was seen of Cephas, then of the twelve.

Matthew 27 records the events of Judas' life after
he betrayed Jesus.

Matthew 27:5:
And he[Judas | scariot] cast down the pieces of

silver in the temple, and departed, and went and
hanged himself.

This account does not say that these events
happened in quick succession. This smply sum-
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marizes Judas' life. How wonderful the Word of God
isand how plain when once we understand it.

Another account also confirms that Judaswas dive
after the resurrection.

Acts1:1,2:
The former treatise have | made, O Theophilus,
of al that Jesus began both to do and teach,

Until the day in which he was taken up, after
that he through the Holy Ghost had given
commandments unto the apostleswhom he had
chosen.

Luke 6:13 tells that Jesus had chosen twelve, not
eleven, and Acts 1.2 says He gave “commandments
unto the apostles whom he had chosen [the twelve].”

Acts1:3:

To whom aso he shewed himself alive after his
passion by many infallible proofs, being seen
of them forty days

“Towhom” refers back to the apostles (of verse 2)
whom He had chosen. To the twelve apostles He
showed Himsdlf alive after His passion by many infal-
lible proofs, being seen of them — the twelve
apostles —forty days.
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In order to accurately divide The Word on the rest
of Acts 1, it isimportant. to establish that eleven of
the apostles were Galileans, but the one named Judas
Iscariot was a Judean. He was from the town of
Kerioth in southern Judea. “Iscariot” is commonly
thought to be from the Hebrew Ish Kerioth, that is“a
man of Kerioth.”

Therecord of Judas from Kerioth isfound in two
of the oldest codices. We need only Acts 2:7 to prove
that the other eleven apostles were Galileans. On the
day of Pentecost the multitude at the Temple said,
“... Behold, are not all these which speak Galileans?’
referring to the eleven apostles (without Judas
Iscariot) plus Matthias. Whenever any reference is
made to men of Galilee or Galileans, Judas is |eft out
for he was a Judean.

Now, we must continue following the pronounsin
the first chapter of Actsvery carefully.

Acts 1:4:

And, being assembled together with them,
commanded them [referring back to verse two,
apostles whom He had chosen which were
twelve] that they [twelve apostles] should not
depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise
of the Father ....

In verse 5, the “ye’ refersto the twelve apostles.
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Verses5and 6:

For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall
be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days
hence.

When they [the twelve] therefore were come
together, they [the twelve] asked of him,
saying, Lord, wilt thou at thistimerestoreagain
the kingdom to Israel ?

In verse 7 “them” refers to the twelve apostles,
whilethe“ye’ inverse 8 refers to the twelve apostles.

Verses 9 through 11 continue the account.

And when he [Jesus] had spoken these things,
while they [the twelve apostles] beheld, he was
taken up; and acloud received him out of their
[the twelve apostles'] sight

And while they [the twelve apostles] looked
stedfastly toward heaven ashewent up, behold,
two men stood by them [thetwelve apostles] in
white apparel;

Which dso sad, Yemen of Galilee, why stand
ye gazing up into heaven? ....

In verse deven the “two men” addressed their
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remarks to “men of Galilee,” the eleven apostles —
not to Judas, the Judean. Note the time of verse ten,
when the two men stood by them (the twelve), and
verse eleven when the two men spoke to men of
Galilee (the eleven).

Judas Iscariot departed the scene at this time.
There is a passing of lime between verses ten and
eleven which allows for this departure, so verse eleven
could well begin a new paragraph. Note that verse
eleven does not say, “Which aso said unto them.”
Had it read “unto them,” the pronoun “them” would
have referred back to the twelve (the same as verse
ten) and this would be inaccurate for the “two men”
spoke to only eleven apostles from Galilee: “Which
also said, Ye men of Gdlilee ....” This change from
using pronouns through verse ten to “men of Galileg”
in verse eleven is certainly no accident How wonder-
fully accurate the Word of God is.

Acts 1:12:
Then returned they [the eleven] unto Jerusalem
from the mount called Olivet

They, the “men of Galileg” (without Judas, the
Judean) returned unto Jerusalem.

Verse 13:
And when they [the men of Galileg] were come
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in, they [eleven apostles] went up into an upper
room, where abode ....

Eleven men of Galilee are then all named one by
one. Judas Iscariot is never heard of again. Peter tells
what happened to Judasin verse 18.

Acts 1:18:

Now this man [Judas Iscariot] purchased afield
with the reward of iniquity; and falling head-
long, he burst asunder in the midst, and all his
bowels gushed out.

Choosing areplacement for Judasthenfollowed in
short order. It was very fitting that this should take
place so close to the ascension, and yet before Pente-
cost. A replacement was not chosen earlier because
Judas was still alive.

Now we have the whole story of Judas Iscariot
who betrayed the Son of God and then regained
apparent fellowship with the other eleven after the
crucifixion for he was with them during Christ’s
several appearances. Finaly Judas was found at the
scene of the ascension. Afterwards he departed and
hanged himself.

The term “hanged himself” impliesto the Western
mind that hetook hisownlifeby suspending himself
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from the neck. This however is not the case according
to Eastern custom. We read of King Saul falling upon
his own sword. This was the method of hanging for
government or military personnel. Judas was not in
this category. Being a common man, he fell upon a
stake. The term “hanging” is used for this type of
suicide because the victims suspended themselves on
pointed objects. By such action the abdomen was
punctured and the bowels gushed out, as is described.

In order to note the so-called discrepancy regarding
Judas death as recorded in Matthew 27:3-10 and
Acts 1:15-20, let us note the Word of God
accurately and see for ourselves that there is no
discrepancy whatsoever in these two accounts.

Acts 1:15:

Andinthose days[the daysbetween the ascen-
sonandtheday of Pentecost] Peter stood upin
themidst of thedisciples, and said, (the number
of names together were about an hundred and
twenty).

Note that thisis not the day of Pentecost, but this
is in the days before Pentecost. How long before
Pentecost we do not know but we do know, that it
was after the ascension and before the day of Pente-
cost. On this occasion before Pentecost, the names
together were about one hundred and twenty.
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It was at this time that Peter stood up among the
disciples and led the meeting to elect someone to
replace Judas Iscariot who had hanged himself after
the ascension.

Verses 16-18:

[Peter said,] Men and brethren, this scripture
must needs have been fulfilled, which the Holy
Ghost by the mouth of David spake before
concerning Judas, which was guide to them that
took Jesus.

For hewas numbered with us, and had obtained
part of this ministry.

Now thisman purchased afield with thereward
of iniquity; and faling headlong, he burst
asunder in the midst, and dl his bowels gushed
out.

The word “purchased” is the word “provided.” It
is the same word used in Matthew 10:9 where it.
states, “Provide neither gold ....” Judas purchased or
provided for himself “... a field with the reward of
iniquity....” The word “field” in this verse is the
Greek word chorion meaning “property.” Judas
provided for himself a property which he purchased
“... with the reward of iniquity.” Most people believe
that his reward of iniquity was the thirty pieces of
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silver, which cannot be true because he cast them
down in the temple.*

In John 12:6 we are told that Judas “was a thief,
and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.”
Judas was the treasurer or the caretaker of the money
of the apostles. It also instructs us that he “was a
thief.” Judas stole money from the bag, and with this
stolen money, which is called the “reward of
iniquity,” he provided for himself a property.

After the ascension, as we have traced earlier in
this study, Judas returned to his own purchased
property which he had acquired with money stolen
from the bag “... and faling headlong, he burst
asunder in the midst, and all his bowels gushed out.”
It plainly states that he hanged himself on his own
property sometime after the ascension and before
Pentecost because the “about a hundred and twenty”
elected someone to replace Judas, as we noted in
verse fifteen, “in those days’ before the day of
Pentecost.

Acts 1:19:

And it was known unto all the dwellers at
Jerusalem; insomuch as that field iscaled in
their proper tongue, Aceldama, that is to say,
Thefield of blood.

*Matthew 27: 5: “And he cast down the pieces of silver in the temple,
and departed, and went and hanged himself.”
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Note very carefully that in this verse the property
which Judas purchased or provided for himself is
called Aceldama, the field of blood. It could not have
been called “the field of blood” when he purchased it
or provided it for himself, but it was called this | ater
because he hanged himself on his own property.

Matthew 27 gives the following account of Judas.

Matthew 27:3-5:

Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he
saw that he was condemned, repented himself,
and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to
the chief priests and elders,

Saying, | havesinned inthat | have betrayed the
innocent blood. And they said, What is that to
us? see thou to that.

And he cast down the pieces of silver in the
temple, and departed, and went and hanged
himself.

People have inferred from verse five that as soon as
Judas had cast the thirty pieces of silver back into the
temple, he immediately went and hanged himself.
This cannot be true as we have seen from our study
of the Word of God. Versefiveisjust asummary of
what occurred later; it simply telescopes time.
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Verse six of Matthew 27 gives us some interesting
information regarding what the chief priests did with
thethirty pieces of silver that Judas returned and cast
back in the temple.

Matthew 27:6:

And the chief prieststook the silver pieces, and
said, It is not lawful for to put them into the
treasury, because it is the price of blood.

The chief priests said that these thirty pieces of
dlver were “the price of blood,” the price of blood that
the chief priests had paid Judas to betray the
Lord Jesus Christ and to deliver Him to them. After
Judas had done this, the priests had Jesus crucified.

Matthew 27:7:

And they [the chief priests] took counsel [They
got together in a discussion as to what to do
with the thirty pieces of silver since it was not
lawful for them to be put back into the treasury,
because they were the price of blood.], and
bought [purchased in the open market place
where the sales of properties and fields were
made] with them [the thirty pieces of silver]
the potter’ sfield, to bury strangersin.

Theword “field” in Matthew 27:7 is not the same
word chorion as the word “field” in Acts 1:18, which
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we have discussed. The word “field” in Matthew is
the Greek word agros meaning a larger areathan the
chorion, property, purchased by Judas.

The chief priests, after due consideration, and
counsel, purposely decided to go to the open market
and there to buy a potter’s field. They did not buy
the property on which Judas hanged himself for that
was Judas own property. The chief priests took the
thirty pieces of silver and deliberately purchased a
field in which to bury strangers — meaning the poor
people, criminals and those who had no other place
to be buried. This field was caled “the potter's
field.”

Matthew 27:8:
Wherefore that field was called, The field of
blood, unto this day.

When the chief priestswent to the market place to
buy the potter’s field, they did not go out to buy a
field called “the field of blood”; but it was caled
thus by the people later because the priests had
purchased it with the thirty pieces of silver. The word
“field” in this verse, again, is the word agros in the
Greek, and the word “blood” is the word haimatos in
the Greek. Thisis an entirely different field from the
one referred to in Acts. In the latter it was a
property, and the property was “the property of
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blood” using the word Aceldama, while in Matthew it
iscdled “thefidd of blood,” namely, agros haimatos.

Thus, there is no contradiction between the
records of Acts and Matthew. As a matter of fact, a
very careful study of these facts makes the record
detalled and real. It thrills our hearts when we see the
great accuracy of the wonderful Word of God.
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

Study: Be Diligent

In this study we are primarily concerned not with
awhole chapter or even averse of Scripture, but with
one specific word. The word examined is from a
well-known verse used in the foundational class on
Power for Abundant Living.

[ Timothy 2:15:

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.

The word “study” in the Greek is spoudason which
can be elucidated and understood vividly by further
research. Spoudason is aform of the word spoudazo.
Using spoudazo we can trace other related Greek
words to determine which are derivatives and which is
the root word — the word from which al others are
derived. This study demonstrates a basic principle of
Biblical Greek research which can lead to greater
understanding of the Word of God.
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Spoudazo, “study,” is a derivative of speudo which
isthe root form. Another term for “root word” could
be the “least common denominator” — the word in
its simplest form, that which is common to al other
words derived from it There is no word from which
speudo was derived, and therefore it can be con-
sidered the least common denominator, the root. Let
us first examine al the verses of Scripture where the
word speudo is used to see the foundation upon
which the related words or derivatives are built.

Luke 2:16:

And they came with haste [speuds], and found
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a
manger.

When the angels informed the shepherds that they
should go to Bethlehem, the shepherds didn’t let any
grass grow under their feet They went immediately,
right away, pronto. Time was involved. That is the
essence of the word speudo. Time and the brevity of
the time involved is emphasized in the usage of
speudo. To hasten or hurry requires some effort. But
the emphasisis on speed or time.

Luke 19:5,6:

Andwhen Jesuscameto the place, helooked up
[into atree, and saw him, and said unto him,
Zaccheeus, make haste [speudo], and come
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down; for to day | must abide at thy house.

And he [Zacchaeus] made haste [speudo], and
came down, and received him [Jesus|

joyfully.

Jesus did more than simply tell Zacchaeus to get
down from the tree. Jesus told him to act immedi-
ately, with speed. And Zacchaeus did just that He
“made haste.”

Acts 20:16:

For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus,
because he would not spend thetime in Asa
for he hasted [speudo], if it were possible for
him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost.

Time was at a premium so “he hasted.” He even
bypassed Ephesus to save time.

Acts 22:18:

And saw him saying unto me, Make haste
[speudo], and get thee quickly out of Jeru-
salem: for they will not receive thy testimony
concerning me.

God told Paul to leave Jerusalem immediately.
Using the dang words of today God was actually
saying, “Hot foot it out of that place! Run like crazy!
Move out!”
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Il Peter 3:12: earnest attempt to achieve or accomplish some god
Looking for and hasting [speudo] unto the rather than on speed.

coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens

being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements Il Timothy 4:9,21:

shall melt with fervent heat? Do thy diligence [spoudazo] to come shortly

_ unto me.
This is the last usage of the root word speudo.

Againth hasisi time.
gan fne empnesisis on time Do thy diligence [spoudazo] to come before

Now let us examine the usages of spoudazo, a winter ...
derivative of speudo.
Titus 3:12:
Ephesians 4:3: When | shall send Artemas unto thee, or
Endeavouring [spoudazo] to keep the unity of Tychicus, be diligent [ spoudazo] to come unto
the Spirit in the bond of peace. me to Nicopolis: for | have determined there to
winter.
| Thessalonians 2:17:
But we, brethren, being taken from you for a Paul was asking Timothy and Titus to make an
short time in presence, not in heart, earnest attempt, to put forth special effort, to visit
endeavoured [spoudazo] the more abundantly him at Nicopolis.
to see your face with great desire.
Il Peter 1:10:
Il Peter 1:15: Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence
Moreover | will endeavour [spoudazo] that ye [spoudazo] to make your calling and election
may be able after my decease to have these aure: for if ye do these things, ye shal never fall.

things always in remembrance.
Chrigtians should exert every effort necessary to

Each of the above usages of the word spoudazo make their calling and election sure. Effort rather than
shows the exertion of effort. The emphasis is on the speed is the prime concern.
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Il Peter 3:14:

Wherefore, beloved, seeing that yelook for such
things, be diligent [spoudazo] that ye may be
found of himin peace, without spot, and blame-
less.

As you look for this new heaven and earth, be
diligent, exert an effort “... that ye may be found of
him in peace, without spot, and blameless.”

Hebrews 4:11:

Let us labour [spoudazo] therefore to enter
into that rest, lest any man fal after the same
example of unbelief.

Again the word labor, spoudazo, meansto exert an
effort.

Galatians 2:10:

Only they would that we should remember the
poor; the same which | aso was forward
[spoudazo] to do.

Here the word spoudazo is trandated “forward.”
From the other usages already examined it can easily
be seen that here, too, the meaning is to exert
an effort.

Wehavetakenthe word spoudason and traced it as
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aform of spoudazo which is a derivative of the word
speudo. Following through the progression of the
meanings of these words, we arrive at a more com-
prehensive understanding of the word “study” in
[l Timothy. 2: 15. It meansto “be active” and “watch-
fully diligent” We could trandate it “to be earnest
about” or “earnestly diligent” Another good.
trandation would be “striving earnestly.” Summing
up everything, the depth of the meaning of “study” is
to expend a diligent effort remembering the brevity
of time. In other words, “Give it everything you've
got.” God istelling us to exert an effort earnestly and
diligently, utilizing our time wisely. The emphasis is
on effort, but the root speudo brings across the wise
use of time. Applying this to the rest of the verse we
are to exert the effort to show ourselves approved
unto God, rightly dividing the Word of truth. It
should be obvious that the only way to rightly divide
the Word of God isto study it. Thus we arein reality
being told in Il Timothy 2:15 to “study earnestly,
diligently, exerting an effort, utilizing our time
wisely.” Many people exert an effort, but waste too
much time. Others hurry, but exert little effort. We
aretold to exert the effort and utilize time wisdly.

At football games | often marvel at how many
touchdowns the players can make in the last two
minutes of the game. Theoretically speaking, if they
can make that many touchdowns during thelast two
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minutes, they can make that many for sixty minutes
if they are geared properly. There must be something
the football players do during the last two minutes
that they fail to do the other fifty-eight minutes.
That something they do is putting forth with dili-
gence and watchfulness extra effort because they
know time is running out This is like the word
spoudason in Il Timothy 2:15, “Study to show
thysdf approved unto God.” How should we study?
We study by putting forth the effort diligently and
utilizing our time wisely.
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Other Related Words

I Corinthians 8:22:

And we have sent with them our brother, whom
we have oftentimes proved diligent [spoudai 0s,
adjective] in many things, but now much more
diligent [spoudaios, the comparative of the
adjective], upon the great confidence which |
have in you.

Paul said one of the brothers whom he sent with
Titus had “proved diligent,” he had exerted effort for
the cause, but now he had put forth even more effort.
He had “put his shoulder to the whedl.” The timeis
not emphasized; effort is.
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Luke 7:4:

And when they came to Jesus, they besought
him ingantly [spoudaios, adverb], saying, That
he was worthy for whom he should do this.

The word “besought” is a clue to the meaning of
spoudaios. They did more than just ask Jesus. They
“besought” Him; they put forth effort. A more
accurate trandation of spoudaios would be “dili-
gently.” Compare Titus 3:13 and Philippians 2:28 to
see that this derivative emphasizes effort rather than
time.

Titus 3:13:

Bring Zenas the lawyer and Apollos on their
journey diligently [spoudaios, adverb] that
nothing be wanting unto them.

Paul was instructing Titus to bring Zenas and
Apollos on their journey. He especially said to put
forth some effort for their needs.

Philippians 2:28:

| sent him therefore the more carefully
[spoudaioteros, adverb, comparative of
spoudaios, Luke 7:4 and Titus 3:13], that,
when ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and that
| may be the less sorrowful.

To be careful or watchful of anything requires
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effort. The word “diligently” could aso be used here
accurately.

Romans 12:8:

Or he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that
giveth, let him do it with smplicity; he that
ruleth, with diligence [spoudg, noun, dative
case] hethat sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

He that rules is to put forth some effort in his
position. It is not just a position of honor. Speed is
not emphasized.

Romans 12:11:
Not dothful in business [spoude, noun, dative
casel; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord.

The word “dothful” is “wasting time.” A more
consistent trandation of business (spoude) would be
“diligence.” Do not delay or waste time in putting
forth effort in whatever is your function in serving
the Lord. The use of the word sothful shows that
spoude emphasizes the effort. If it emphasized time,
“dothful” would be unnecessary. Compare how each
derivative fits a specific emphasis consistently, not
haphazardly.

Il Corinthians 8:7:
Therefore, asye abound in every thing, in faith,
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and utterance, and knowledge, and in dl dili-
gence [spoude, noun, dative case], and in your
lovetous, seethat ye abound in thisgrace also.

Paul said the Corinthians abounded in everything
including diligence in their effort for the ministry.
The emphasisis on the effort they put forth.

Il Corinthians 7:11,12:

For behold thisselfsamething, that ye sorrowed
after a godly sort, what carefulness [spoude,
noun, accusative case] it wrought in you, yea,
what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indig-
nation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement
desire, yea, what zeal, what revenge! In all
thingsyehaveapprovedyoursavesto beclear in
this matter.

Wherefore, though | wroteunto you, | didit not
for his. cause that had done the wrong, nor for
hiscausethat suffered wrong, but that our care
[spoude, noun, accusative case] for you in the
sight of God might appear unto. you.

I Corinthians 8:16:

But thanks, be to God, which put the same
earnest care [spoude, noun, accusative case]
into the heart of Titus for you.

177



The Word in Our Minds

Hebrews 6:11:

And we desire that every one of you do shew
the same diligence [spoude, noun, accusative
case] to the full assurance of hope unto the end.

Il Peter 1.5:

And beside this, giving al diligence [spoude,
noun, accusative case|, add to your faith virtue;
and to virtue knowledge.

Jude 3:

Beloved, when | gave al diligence [spoude,
noun, accusative case] to write unto you of the
common salvation, it was needful for me to
write unto you, and exhort you that ye should
earnestly contend for the faith which was once
delivered unto the saints.

The above verses all use the same Greek word in
exactly the same form. Though it has been variously
trandated “carefulness,” “care” and “diligence,” the
emphasis is gtill on effort put forth. The word
“diligence”’ could have been used in all these verses.

Il Corinthians 8:8:

| speak not by commandment, but by occasion
of the forwardness [ spoude, noun, genitive case]
of others, and to prove the sincerity of your
love.
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Paul said, | speak not by commandment, but on
account of the speed of others. They haven't wasted
any time. Verse 10, “you werewilling a year ago, now
get on the stick.” When spoude is used in the genitive
case, the emphasis changes to the brevity of the time
involved. The “forwardness’ of othersis the “ speed’
or “haste’ of others. Compare Mark 6:25 and Luke
1:39 in the genitive case.

Mark 6:25:

And she came in draightway with haste
[spoude, noun, genitive case] unto the king, and
asked, saying, | will that thou give me by and by
[now] in a charger the head of John the Baptist.

Luke 1:39:

And Mary arose in those days, and went into the
hill country with haste [spoude, noun, genitive
case], into acity of Juda.

Again the genitive case is used and the emphasisis
on speed or brevity of time involved. Notice the word
“straightway” in Mark 6:25 which would indicate
Speed.

Thiswork coversdl the references where the root
word speudo is used and also al of its derivatives.

We now see very clearly that the emphasis of the
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word “study” in Il Timothy 2:15 is on the effort put
forth. Timeis. not to be wasted.

Thisstudy isagood example of atype of research
that can be done in the Word of God. As many more
words are introduced the quest becomes more
complicated, but the principle remains the same and
can be followed by anyone. This type of research
speaks loudly for the depth of the accuracy of the
Word of God.
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AsHels

In this study of | John, we are going to look at the
significance of three words — “as heis’ —which are
used five timesin this epistle. The significance of “as
heis’ in relation to a believer’s potential expresses
marvelous truths and thrills our hearts.

“As he is’ is found early in | John 1. The first
usageissingularly significant for these words are used
in their fullest and most inclusive way.

| John 1:5-7:

Thisthen is the message which we have heard of
him, and declare unto you, that God is light,
and in himisno darkness at all.

If we say that we have fellowship with him, and
walk in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth:

But if wewalk in the light, asheis[asHeig] in
the light,* we have fellowship one with
another,

*The words “in the” are deleted from the origina texts so that it
reads, “asheislight.”
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and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth
usfrom all sin [broken fellowship].

These verses dwell on the topic fellowship. To have
fellowship with God, a person must first of al be a
son. A son hasfellowshipin afamily, only after heis
born. After being born again, our fellowship with
God isindicated by our walk as Christian believers. If
wewalk in thelight asHeislight, we speak the words
He speaks; we believe what He would have us believe;
we act as He would have us act; we declare what He
declares, we are as Heis.

Comparing the “ashe is’ of verse 7 with the “he
is’ of verse 9 isrevealing in the contrast and in the
omission of theword “as.”

| John 1:8,9:

If we say that we have no sin [broken fellow-
ship], we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not
inus[in our renewed mind].

If we confess our sins [broken fellowship], heis
[Heig] faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Thisverse informs usthat God isfaithful and just
Christians are not always faithful and just, but Heis.
When we are faithful and just we are in fellowship.
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God islight, so darkness is separation from fellow-
ship with God. It is never the will of the Father that
we should be separated in our fellowship with Him.
Not God, but the believer breaks fellowship by failing
towalk inthelight as God islight. Thisfailureto live
in fellowship on the part of abeliever issin. But God
in His foreknowledge, knowing that man would not
awayswak in light, provided away to get back into
the light and in fellowship with Him. “If we confess
our sins, he is [He ig] faithful and just to forgive us
our sins, and to cleanse us from all [our] unrighteous-
ness.” Then, once again we are in the light, we are
again in perfect fellowship.

In1 John 1.9 thewords“heis’” are used; in | John
2:6, “as he” should be observed for its significance.

| John 2:6:
Hethat saith he abideth in him ought himself
also so to walk, even as he [as He] walked.

If a believer is abiding in Him, that Christian is
walking as Hewalked. Since no one except Jesus ever
walked perfectly, The Word encourages us to strive
for the perfection of Jesus Christ’s walk.

God the Father islight. His Son Jesus Christ was
light in this world for He always did the will of the
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Father.* Doing the will of God, Jesus walked
according to the revealed Word. And since Jesus
Chrigt is in us, the believers, we can wak on The
Word as we “ought so to walk, even as he [as He]
walked.” Look at this significant truth. God is light
and God was in Jesus Christ and Christ isin us.

Did Jesus Christ declare that there is no God, that
God is dead, that there is no resurrection, no return,
that praying is psychologically good for the one
praying only, that God cannot deliver, that the Bible
isfull of myths, interpolations and inaccuracies? Had
Jesus stopped living The Word because of what
people said, He would not have been our Savior. Had
He been swayed by what the neighbors said, by what
the community or society said, He never would have
walked perfectly in fellowship with His Father. So we
should walk, “even as he [as He] walked.”

The second usage of thewords “as heis’ is found
in I John 3:2. Let us begin reading with verse 1,
noting specifically the love which the Father has
showered upon us.

| John 3:1,2;
Behold, what manner of love the Father hath
bestowed upon us, that we should be called the

*John 4:34: “Jesus saith unto them, My mest is to do the will of him
that sent me, and to finish his work.”

184

AsHels

sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us
not, because it knew him not

Beloved, now arewethe sonsof God, and [but]
it doth not yet appear what we shall be [in the
future]: but we know that, when he shall
appear, weshall belikehim; for weshall seehim
asheis[asHeig]

When are we the sons of God? Now. When we are
born again of God's Spirit, we are His sons. Not when
we die, not some day, not a “maybe’ day, but right
now in our day-by-day living we are sons of God. Our
life with Him is wonderful now, but it will be even
better in the future when we shall see him “as heis.”
Being sons of God is, a guarantee in the present of
seeing Him as Heis at His return.

“Asheis’ sartswith waking in the light and thus,
having fellowship. Then at Christ’s return, we shall be
as He is and shall see Him as He is. This is the
completed circle. God is light; He made known
Himsdlf, the light, in Christ; we received this light so
we are guaranteed at Christ’s return to be as Heis.

| John 3 contains the third usage of the words “as
heis”

| John 3:3:
And every man that hath this hope in him
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purifieth himself, even asheis[as Heig| pure.

“This hope” is the hope just spoken of in | John
3:2: “when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as he is [as He is].” The word
“hope’ is used in the Bible regarding that which is
available in the future, while the word “faith” is used
regarding that which is available a the present
moment At this moment we have not seen Him as He
isfor Hisreturn is yet future. Every man who has this
hope, the hope for the return of Christ, the hope to
be as He is, that believer “purifieth himself, even as
heis[asHeis| pure.”

The usage of theword “pure” is enlightening. The
Greek word is hagnos, meaning “to keep lustrous’
even though living in this present tarnished world.
Jesus Christ was in the flesh in this world, but the
world was not mixed in Him to the end that He was
contaminated. Jesus was in al things tempted like we
are, yet without sin.* “Pure,” hagnos, can be used of
Jesus Christ, but never of the purity of God, for God
iskatharas, pure with no foreign mixture of any kind.

We endeavor to make ourselves pure, hagnizo,
because of Christ’s purity in us. Our manifested

*Hebrews 4:15: “For we have not an high priest which cannot be
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in al points
tempted like aswe are, yet without sin.”
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purity lies in the renewing of our minds. Having the
hope of Chrigt’ s return is the purity in our day-by-day
living before Him.

Thefourth reference using “as he is” is four verses
later, alsoin | John 3.

| John 3:7:

Little children, let no man deceive you: he that
doeth righteousnessis righteous, even as heis[as
Heis— God in Christ] righteous.

How righteous was Christ? As righteous as God
because God was in Him.

Il Corinthians 5:19:

To wit, that God was in Chrigt, reconciling the
world unto himself, not imputing their tres-
passes unto them; and hath committed unto us
the word of reconciliation.

When Chrigt isin us, then spiritudly how righteous
arewe? As He (God in Christ) is righteous.

To be made righteous we must confess with our
mouths the Lord Jesus and believe in the innermost
part of our beings that God raised Christ from the
dead. Then we are righteous “even asheis[asHeis)
righteous.” Righteousness is from God and has
nothing to do with how wefed; it has everything to
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do with God' sjustification of usin Christ, givento us
as a free gift Il Corinthians 5:21 says, “For he hath
made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.”
Righteousness is not of man’s works, but of God’'s
grace. No man by his own works could ever make
himself even one iota good enough to have the
righteousness of God. The righteousness of God to
the believer is a gift beyond human comprehension
given by aFather who loves us, and not given because
we merit or even come close to meriting it.

The fifth and final record of “as heis’ is| John
4:17. Since verse 17 begins with aword referring to a
previous statement, our understanding isimproved by
reading the last part of the preceding verse.

| John 4: 16,17:
God is love; and he that dwelleth in love
dwelleth in God, and God in him.

Herein is our love made perfect, that we may
have boldnessinthe day of judgment:* because
asheis[asHeig], so arewein thisworld.

*The day of judgment is the day in which you and | are now living.
This is man’s thy of judgment; the Lord's, day of judgment is still
future. | Corinthians 4:3 states, “But with meiit is a very small thing
that | should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment ...." The “judg-
ment” is the word “day.” The reason the Greek word was translated
“judgment” isthat in this day and age, which is man’'s day, man does
the judging.
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Our love is made perfect by fellowship (“he that
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God”) and by sonship
(“and God in Him”). Because of our doubly established
love, we have boldnessin this day of man’s judgment
We are not reluctant, hesitant, fearful, hiding our
light under abushdl; but we have the boldness to take
the greatness of God’'s Word to a sin-sick and dying
people because as He is, perfect love, so are we in this
world.

Peter and John had this love and boldness for, as
recorded in Acts 4, they continued teaching the Word
of God while suffering severe persecution.

Acts 4: 23-26 and 29:

And being let go, they went to their own
company [they went back among the believerg],
and reported all that the chief priests and elders
had said unto them.

And when they [the people of the company of
believers] heard that. [report], they lifted up
their voice to God with one accord, and said,
Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven,
and earth, and the sea, and dl that inthem is:

Who by the mouth of thy servant David hast
said, Why did the heathen rage, and the people
imagine vain things?
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The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers
were gathered together against the Lord, and
against his Christ.

And now, Lord, behold their threatenings [this
is the first prayer that is recorded in the
Chrigtian Church]: and grant unto thy servants,
that with al boldness[not hesitancy, reluctance
or fear] they may speak thy word.

Speaking the Word of God with all boldness was
the very thing that got them into trouble; yet instead
of praying, “Lord, take the pressure off,” they
prayed for more “boldness to speak thy word.”

AsHeisso areweinthisworld and so we can walk
with both power and enthusiasm. We can witness to
people. We can help them. We can expect to succeed
in business, in shops, factories and farms, in offices
and kitchens. Wherever we are, as He is so are we.
Isn't that tremendous!

Remember Romans 8:37 — “We are more than
conquerors’ —and John 10:10 — “... | am come that
they might have life, and that they might have it
more abundantly.” We do not wait to get power and
abundance in the future; we are now as Heis.

| Corinthians 1:30,31:
But of him[of God] areyein Christ Jesus, who
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[Chrigt Jesus] of God is made unto us wisdom,
and righteousness, and sanctification, and re-
demption.

That, according asit iswritten, Hethat glorieth,
let him glory in the Lord, [in what the Lord
accomplished for usg).

If we are going to boast of something, let us not
boast about ourselves but about what the Lord did,
what He accomplished. As He is, so are we in this
world. We are as He is now, not as He was when He
was spit upon, beaten and crucified. We are not as He
was in defeat and frustration, but as He is in dl
victory, glory, power and maesty. This is why
Ephesians 2:6 and 10 say, “And hath raised us up
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places
in Christ Jesus ... For we are His workmanship ....”

In Ephesians 1:3 we note, “Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed
[past tense] us with al spiritual blessings in heavenly
placesin Christ.” And Colossians 1:13 further edifies
us when it says, “Who hath rescued us out from
among the exercise or operative influence of darkness
(kingdom) and separated us, bringing us as citizens
into His kingdom by the work of His dear Son (literal
trandation according to usage).” In God's sight
the believer is aready delivered and trandated even
though heisyet living in thisworld.
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Colossians 2:6 says, “Asye have therefore received
Christ Jesus the Lord, so wak yein him.” As Heis,
so are we in thisworld. Having received Christ Jesus
the Lord we areto wak in Him, We stand fast on The
Word and walk “as he walked,” and then we are not
blown about; we are not tossed around; we are not
running from this happening to that happening; we
are not listening to different men's opinions and
different ideas. We are listening to one thing only and
that is God's Word.

Colossians 2:7 and 10:

Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in
the faith [the family faith], as ye have been
taught, abounding therein with thanksgiving.

And ye are completein him ....

If we lacked anything, would we be complete? No,
indeed not How little of the Word of God we have
accepted and lived in our lives. Our level of existence
most of thetime is far below par compared to what is
available in our sonship privileges; for asHeis, so are
we. Few believers are willing to confess what The
Word says they are. Hebrews 10:23 reads, “Let us
hold fast the profession [confession] of our faith
without wavering.” That means we are to confess
with boldness that as He is, so are we ,in this world.
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To redlize the “as he is’ greatness of the first
epistle of John is amost breath-taking in our day.
(1) To“wak inthelight asheislight” isthe fellow-
ship of power. (2) To be assured in the present that in
the not-too-distant future “we shall be like him; for
we shall see him as heis,” is the fellowship of eter-
nity. (3) Having this hope for Christ’s return, we walk
uncontaminated, purifying ourselves “even as he is
pure.” (4) Knowing that righteousness is the be-
liever’s cherished possession we refuse to be deceived
by any denia to the contrary, but continue mani-
festing our righteousness even “as he is righteous.”
(5) Perhaps the most rewarding knowledge is the
redlization that in this day of man's judgment we
have His perfect love. We have the boldness to declare
God' sWord; we havethepower tolivealifemorethan
abundant and to be more than a conqueror, because
asHeis, so arewein thisworld.
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