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Preface

God's Magnified Word is organized into four
parts. “God's Abundant Goodness,” “A Believer's
Wak,” “God's Strength in Us,” “The Greatness of the
Church of Grace.” Within each part are chapters,
each chapter having been researched and originaly
written as an individual study. By loosely grouping
the chapters under general topics, a reader can get
a broader overview as the parts fit together to make
up the larger whole.

However, because the chapters were written as
individua studies and then grouped into topica
units, a reader may find that all facets of the topic
are not covered. More information may be sought
in other writings published by The American Chris-
tian Press, though more exhaustive research and
writing, no doubt, still need to be done on all topics.
In the meantime, | know that the contents of Vol-
ume 1V of “Studies in Abundant Living” will not
only unveil more of God’'s Word for you, but, in
doing so, will aso uplift you—mentaly and physically
and spiritually.

Let us put God’s Word in our hearts and minds, for
it alone can give us complete deliverance and dispel
the darkness of this world.

viii

Part |

God’s Abundant
Goodness



Part |
God’'s Abundant Goodness

Throughout God's Word are constant examples
and promises of abundance which God has made
available to us, His children. One great key to abun-
dant living involves a person’s ability to rest. “A
Rest to God's People” shows that God Himself
established the precedent of resting when He did so
on the seventh day, after ending His work on the
sixth day. God provides special ways for us, His
children, to rest and thereby have great endurance
and peace.

“The Benefits of God” expounds the gem-filled
one hundred and third psalm. This psam unfolds
a knowledge of God and encourages our humble
praise and thanks to Him for being so understand-
ing and so abundantly good to us.

In the third chapter, “Job: From Victim to Victor,”
we see the stark contrast of the prosperity of posses-
sons, family, and hedth which God wants for His
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own, juxtaposed with the destitution that Satan
can inflict on man. Satan made a shambles of Job’s
life. Yet, out of the ash heap of Job’'s dilemma, God
reversed Job's circumstances and marvelously deliv-
ered him.

God’'s love and abundance are manifold. How
edifying it is to know of God's abundant goodness.
What peace of mind and strength of believing we can
gain from this knowledge of God and the promises
of His matchless Word.

CHAPTER ONE

A Rest to God’s People

One gresat key to successful living revolves around
a person’s ability to rest: to relax, to feel composed
and assured. Capable athletes, such as boxers, must
know how to roll with the punches. A man running
in a race must know how to pace himself. People
who play footbal must learn how to unpile slowly
so that they get some needed rest before they get
back into the huddle. A successful, long-lived business
or professional person aso has to be able to “live
restfully.” He has to learn to have confidence and
ease when he is engaged in the enormous responsi-
bilities and activities that are heaped upon him.

According to Genesis 2:2, when God had finished
all of Hisworks, it says, “And on the seventh day*

*The Samaritan Pentateuch and the Septuagint read “sixth day.”
Also, see Exodus 20:9 and 10: “Six days shalt thou labour, and do al
thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in
it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter,
thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger
that is within thy gates.”
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God ended his work which he had made; and he
rested....” Hebrews 4:4 says, about the same event,
“For he spake in a certain place of the seventh
day on this wise, And God did rest the seventh day
from all his works.” In this same context we find in
Hebrews a tremendous truth of God that we need
to claim for ourselves.

Hebrews 4:9:
There remaineth therefore a rest to the people
of God.

“There remaineth therefore a rest to the people
of God.” This is the secret to peaceful living; yet,
very, very few Christians know the reality and the
depth of this “rest.” In the Book of | Kings, God
talks about this rest for awhole nation.

| Kings 8:56:

Blessed be the Lord, that hath given rest unto
his people Isragl [to the whole nation], accord-
ing to al that he promised: there hath not
falled one word of al his good promise, which
he promised by the hand of Moses his servant.

God did not fail on even one Word of His prom-
ises, and the promise here was that the whole nation
of Israel should have rest. That is how God blessed
His people.
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God also promised rest to an entire city if they
would return to His Word. For to Jerusalem, God
said, there is “the good way, and walk therein, and
ye shal find rest.”

Jeremiah 6:16:

Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye [inhabitants of
Jerusalem] in the ways, and see, and ask for
the old paths, where is the good way, and
walk therein, and ye shall find rest for your
souls. But they said, We will not walk therein.

At onetime Israel asanation found rest; God aso
promised rest to the city of Jerusalem when He
spoke that there “...is the good way, and walk there-
in, and ye shall find rest....” However, the people by
their own volition determined not to walk according
to God's Word and, therefore, they were denied the
promised rest.

There is another rest in the Word, and that is the
rest found in a marital relationship. Naomi said to
her daughters-in-law Orpha and Ruth as recorded
in Ruth 1:9, “The Lord grant you that ye may find
rest, each of you in the house of her husband.”
Ruth did just that when she married Boaz. So there
can berest in married life.

In the Gospel Period, Jesus Christ promised rest
to those who would be his disciples.
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Matthew 11:28 and 29:

Come unto me, al ye that labour and are
heavy laden, and | will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me;
for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shal
find rest unto your souls.

“Come unto me...and | will give you rest...yet
ghdl find rest unto your souls” Another great
promise of rest is found in the Book of Psalms.

Psams 37:4-7:

Delight thyself also in the Lord; and he shal
give thee the desires of thine heart.

Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in
him; and he shall bring it to pass.

And he shal bring forth thy righteousness as
the light, and thy judgment as the noonday.
Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him:
fret not thyself because of him who prospereth
in his way, because of the man who bringeth
wicked devices to pass.

Don't pay any attention to those who appear to
prosper in their own ways, but rest in the Lord and
wait patiently for Him. That is the great key to rest-
ful living. We cannot be conditioned by the people
and situations surrounding us and still expect to
find rest. Looking a the Lord and waiting patiently
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for Him, delighting ourselves in the Lord, committing
our ways to Him, trusting in Him—this gives us rest.

God, after He had finished His creation, rested.
The word “rest” means the same as the word “sat.”
Why do people sit? To rest When God had finished
Hisworks, He rested, He sat. Everything was finished.
When Jesus Christ had finished his work for us, he
ascended into heaven and sat down.* The believer’'s
right to rest is aresult of the finished work of Christ.
When Christ had finished his work, he sat down on
the right hand of God because al had been completed
for man—for those who choose to believe.

Another great usage of “sat” occurs when the day
of Pentecost was fully come. Acts 2:3 says that the
gift of the holy spirit was given “...and it [holy spirit]
sat upon each of them [the twelve apostles].” The
fulfillment of all requirements toward the giving of
the holy spirit to those who believe had been com-
pletely completed and, therefore, it sat, rested, on
each of them.

This secret to living restfully is embodied within
Chrig’ sfinished work for the believer. We know that
we are what God says we are, that we have what

*Hebrews 10:12: “But this man (Jesus Christ], after he had offered one
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.”
See also Hebrews 1:3, Ephesians 1:20, and Romans 8:34.
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He sayswe have, that we will be what He says we will
be. We know that we have passed from death unto
life. We know that we are a part of the family of God,
the Body of Christ. We know that we have been
circumcised with Christ, we have been baptized with
him, we have been buried with him, we have been
raised together with him, When he ascended,
according to the Word of God, we ascended with him
and are seated with him at the right hand of God.*
This is why we have a life which is more abundant.
Thisis why we can have great restfulness.

With this knowledge of God’'s Word in our lives,
we have redlly reached the end of our struggles; the
end of all fear, worry, and anxiety because we have
full knowledge that God is our al in al. When God
looks at us, He sees us as one with Him because of
what Christ wrought: God in Christ in us. You and |
have entered into that rest spiritually by what Jesus
Chrigt did for us. Now it becomes a part of our lives as
we literally walk upon that Word and claim those
promises which are ours. Look at the confidence we
have if we walk according to the advice of Philippians.

*Ephesians 2:5 and 6: “Even when we were dead in sins, hath quick-
ened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)

And hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly
placesin Christ Jesus.”
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Philippians 4:6:

Be careful [The word “careful” should be
trandated “anxious.” Be anxious] for nothing;
but in every thing by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made
known unto God.

We have no anxiety when we live in the knowledge
of what Christ accomplished for us. The next verse
in Philippians 4 continues to encourage us.

Philippians 4:7:

And the peace of God, which passeth al under-
gtanding, shdl [absolutely] keep your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus.

Isn’t that a beautiful rest? That is the secret of
living serenely. Spiritualy we are what the Word of
God says we are and we have what the Word of God
says we have. Christ paid for it; he purchased it.
Then why do we so frequently see Christians who are
nervous, frustrated, and full of fear? Because they
have not learned the secret of living, the secret of
resting in that rest which is aready theirs and was
paid for by Christ Jesus. When we have confidence
in the promises of God because of the accomplish-
ments of Christ Jesus, we have the peace of God in
our hearts and minds.
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When we believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, he
takes his abode within us. And then by our applica-
tion of the Word, we can livein him: hein us; and we
in him. As we speak God's Word, it becomes living
and real in our lives. As we believe God's Word, it
comes into concretion. Practicing God's Word brings
peace into fruition in our lives.

| Peter 5:7:
Casting al your care upon him; for he careth
for you.

This verse says, “Casting dl....” And theword “al”
means all. Trusting God's Word is so smple, but the
Adversary tries to talk us out of it. Satan keeps
doing his utmost to keep us from believing the
totality of the word “al.” And he does this so
stedthily that we aren’t aware of what's happening
until our lives are frayed and threadbare.

| Peter 5:8:

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour.

Once you and | have entered into God' s rest, then
no longer can we be disturbed by the roaring of the
Adversary. We have cast our care upon God. The
Adversary is jugt roaring, and he cannot bite when
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he is roaring. The reason he makes a loud, ferocious
racket is to frighten us, to freeze usin our tracks so
that he can then pounce. But we are no longer to
be disturbed by the roar of what people say. The
guestions our best friends may ask no longer upset us.
The doubts that other people have about God and
His Word don't rattle us, because we are in His rest.
We have arrived at the place that we trust God's
Word. This is why we are no longer circumstance-
conditioned; we are God's Word-conditioned. Most
people go through life being conditioned by their
circumstances-by people, places, things. So one day
they feel as lighthearted as can be and the next day
they are moody and melancholy. The people who are
perfectly conditioned by God's Word have an even,
steady assurance and peaceful ness.

Now a different scripture to fit into the context
of this study on rest is Philippians 4:11.

Not that | speak in respect of want: for | have
learned, in whatsoever state | am, therewith
to be content.

That is the King James rendition, and it is errone-
ous. This verse conveys the idea that, for example,
if you are sick, you should just enjoy being sick—be
content and at peace with your condition. If you are
dying, be content that you are dying. If someone runs
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over your foot and smashes it with a tractor, be con-
tent. No, No! Y ou see, thisteaching that you have to
be content with suffering isjust atrick of the Adver-
sary. How can you have confidence and feel rested
when you' re miserable? God does not need the Adver-
sary to help make your life and mine complete. We' ve
got something far better in Christ Jesus. The accurate
text of Philippians 4:11 reads. “Not that | speak in
respect of want; for | have learned in whatsoever
state | am, | am self-sufficient, self-adequate.” What
atremendous revelation! We are self-adequate. Why?
Because God made us adequate. That is why circum-
stances do not condition us. God made us adequate
and sufficient—-and God should know. Look at the
next two versesin Philippians 4.

Verses 12 and 13:

[In my self-adequacy] | [Paul] know both
how to be abased, and | know how to abound:
every where and in al things | am instructed
both to be full and to be hungry, both to
abound and to suffer need.

| can do all things [I can do them because | am
in that rest; | have learned the secret of living.]
through Christ which [who] strengtheneth me.

The Amplified Bible trandates verse 13 as follows:
“l am ready for anything and equal to anything
through him who infuses inner strength into me
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[that is, | am self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency].”
Our ability comes from an infusion; it is a spiritua
intravenous feeding: Christ in us the hope of glory.
That is quality spiritua strengthening, isn't it? Why
do we need thisinfusion?

Colossians 1:10:

That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto
all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work,
and increasing in the knowledge of God.

Wewak worthy of the Lord by being fruitful-not
only fruitful, but increasing in that knowledge of
God. The more knowledge of God's Word we have,
the more fruitful in every good work we can become,
The knowledge of the Word and its application will
produce fruit. By conditioning our minds to God's
Word and walking in its truth, we enter into great
rest. This rest is a result of believing the integrity
of God' s wonderful, matchless Word. What a magnifi-
cent reality. Truly, there remains a rest to God's
people when we cast our cares upon Him, when we
are anxious for nothing, when we accept what God
through Christ Jesus has given us.

13



CHAPTER TWO

The Benefits of God

Psams 103 is atremendous example of knowledge

and praise. Just the reading of it thrills the heart of
anyone who loves God. The beauty with which thisis
set just from a human point of view, without even
thinking of its spiritual impact, should set at peace the
soul of any man or woman. For us as born-again
believers there are tremendous spiritual truths hidden
in this psam that will elevate and enrich our lives
aswe learn them.
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PSALMS 103

Blessthe Lord, O my soul: and all that is within
me, bless his holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all
his benefits:

Who forgiveth all thine iniquities; who healeth
all thy diseases,

Who redeemeth thy life from destruction;
who crowneth thee with lovingkindnessand

The Benefits of God

tender mercies;

Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things;
so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.
The Lord executeth righteousness and judgment
for al that are oppressed.

He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts
unto the children of Isradl.

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger,
and plenteous in mercy.

He will not always chide: neither will he keep
his anger for ever.

He hath not deat with us after our sins; nor
rewarded us according to our iniquities.

For as the heaven is high above the earth, so
great is his mercy toward them that fear him.

As far as the east is from the west, so far hath
he removed our transgressions from us.

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth them that fear him.

For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth
that we are dust.

As for man, his days are as grass. as a flower
of the field, so he flourisheth.

For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone;
and the place thereof shall know it no more.

But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting
to everlasting upon them that fear him, and his
righteousness unto children’s children;

To such as keep his covenant, and to those that

15
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remember his commandments to do them.

The Lord hath prepared his throne in the heavens,
and his kingdom ruleth over all.

Bless the Lord, ye his angels [ messengers,
ministers] that excel in strength, that do his
commandments, hearkening unto the voice of
his word.

Bless ye the Lord, al ye his hosts; ye ministers
of his, that do his pleasure.

Blessthe Lord, al hisworksin al places of his
dominion: bless the Lord, O my soul.

To understand the richness of this psam, let's
look at it verse by verse.

Verses1and 2:

Blessthe Lord, O my soul: and all that iswithin
me, bless his holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all
his benefits.

With my whole being, | want to bless the Lord and
bless His holy name. And let me not forget all His
benefits. Wouldn't it be too overwhelming if verse 2
said, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and remember
al His benefits?” Which one of us could possibly
begin to remember and then enumerate al the
blessings, al the benefits, that we have received from
God through the years? None of us could. Therefore,
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in this tremendous psalm God does not tell us to
remember al the benefits; He smply asks us not
to forget them all. “Bless the Lord, O my soul, and
forget not al his benefits,” There are certainly some
times that we can remember when He has benefited
us. He has called us out of darkness into the marvel-
ous light of the gospel of redemption and salvation;
He has made His Word living and real to us, He has
taught us the keys that are so beautifully written
in His Word such as, His Word is His will. How
tremendous it is to just not forget what we were
at one time and what He has made us today. What
joy it is to redlize the grace with which God has
taken and loved us with an everlasting love, putting
His hand on us to somehow bring us into a life that
many of us would have considered impossible.
We have had answers to prayer; we have had the
privilege of ministering to people and seeing God's
mighty deliverance performed in their lives, we have
seen people’s lives changed when we have taught
them the Word of God, when this Word of God
again started to make sense to them as they saw
how beautifully it fits together.

“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all
his benefits.” Just think of a few of them and your
heart will bubble with thanksgiving. The enthusiasm
within your soul of knowing that God has wrought

17
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these things within your life will indeed inspire you
to “bless His holy name.” How blessed we are!

Verse 3
Who forgiveth al thine iniquities[sing] ...

Now there are many people who believe the
first part of this verse, but somehow when they get
to the second part they begin to doubt.

...who hedleth al thy diseases.

Now logicaly, if any one person has a right to
scratch out a part of a verse in the Word of God,
then every person has a right to scratch out what-
ever he chooses. But, when one person deletes or
negates one verse and someone else deletes another
verse, we no longer have the Word of God. It is
either al God's Word or it isn't. It is as Smple as
al that. Just because one verse or passage does
not agree with your or my theology does not invali-
date it or make it any less God’'s Word. It is not a
guestion of whether the truth of God's Word agrees
with our theology; it is a question of whether or not
we agree with God’s Word.

Verse 3 of Psams 103 very plainly says, “Who
forgiveth dl thine iniquities; who healeth all [without
exception] thy diseases” Does God forgive your
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sins? Well then, does God heal you? He must or He
isaliar; but God is no liar. People may then question,
“Well, why doesn't God hea everybody?’ Hedling
for al is God's will. But when we fail to rise up to
our rightful and lega privileges, due to a variety of
causes-the greatest cause being a negative society
where people talk about, expect, and cope with
negative things—we fail to be healed. To clam and
manifest God's healing we must believe on the
pogitives of His Word, not the negatives of the world.
If we would become immersed in the Word and
start living, we would find that God is till able to
quiet down the nerves, God is till able to bring
hedlth and peace without antibiotics, sedatives,
or acohal.

Verse 4.
Who redeemeth thy life from destruction...

God redeems us from the destruction that is
constantly around to destroy us. Do you get the
impact of this truth? That which surrounds us every-
day, that which endeavors to kill us prematurely—
God has redeemed our lives from that type of destruc-
tion. And He adds to this safeness the warmth and
love which makes life enjoyable.

19
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Verses 4b and 5a

...who crowneth thee with lovingkindness and
[by His] tender mercies.

Who satisfieth thy [your] mouth with good
things...

We areredeemed from alife of destruction, from a
life of negatives-the frustrations, the fears, the
anxieties. He redeems us from this. Then He crowns
us with lovingkindness and tender mercies and
satisfies our mouths with good things. This is a
tremendous difference from what some people have
intheir mouths. Some have all negatives while others
have positives. And when you meet the second type,
the moment they shake your hand you sense their
goodness and soundness.

Verse 5.
Who satisfieth thy mouth with good things;
so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

Here God's Word is not talking about Ponce de
Leon’s fountain of youth in Florida. If you are 75,
you cannot believe to be 20. God set up the law of
time. Therefore, once you are 21, you cannot go back
to being 20 in the physical sense because that is a
natural law. He established that law of time, but He
also set the spiritua law. This is in the context
of this tremendous psalm containing the wonderful
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gpiritua truth, “...thy youth is renewed like the
eagle’'s” This expresson means that, no matter
how old you are, you can constantly have youthful
vigor and maintain that mental aliveness, you are
not burdened down with the negatives of other
people of the same age. Y oung people are vivacious,
they feel as though they can conquer the world, as
though they can trounce on any problem.

Until Bishop K.C. Pillai from India taught the
greatness of this renewing of youth like the eagl€’s,
this figure of speech didn’t make sense to me. What
does the eagle have which renews its strength, and
how does that relate to us? Well, this passage refers
to an eagle found in the Orient. This kind of eagle
will periodically soar to tremendous heights, and
then suddenly, it will fold its wings under, head
straight down, and bomb into the sea with as much
speed as it can generate. When the eagle surfaces,
it hasn't any feathers on its back, so must float back
to shore and crawl in among the bushes until its
feathers have grown out. Isn’t that something!

God renews our youth like the eagle’s. He renews
our youth by enabling usto get rid of al our ballast—
al those old, dirty feathers, all those negatives,
those fears, those worries, those anxieties, all of the
things that have burdened us down.

21
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Thisrenewd like an eagl€' sis a benefit we should
not forget. “..Forget not al his benefits....” Think
about how God has enabled us to drop off those
things that at one time disturbed us and, in many
cases, overcame us. It must be as the Apostle Paul
wrote in Philippians 3:13 and 14: “...Forgetting
those things which are behind, and reaching forth
unto those things which are before, | press toward
the mark....” Forgetting the things which are behind
is the same genera truth written in this psam:
“so that thy youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”

Verses6and 7:

The Lord executeth righteousness and judgment
for al that are oppressed.

He made known his ways unto Moses, his acts
unto the children of Israel.

Isn't that terrific! Have you read in the Old Testa
ment how God worked with Moses? Aaron was given
to Moses to be Moses mouthpiece. So God gave
information to Moses, who in turn told Aaron, who
in turn told Pharaoh and the children of Israel
“He [God] made known his ways unto Moses....”
With acareful reading of the Old Testament, we note
that God told Moses why He did certain things, what
His purposes were, His intents. But God never fully
explained Himself to the children of Israel. He made
known His ways unto Moses, but all that the children
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of Israel ever saw were the acts of God. They believed
God because of the acts they saw and not because
God went around explaining His actions to them.

Verses 8-10:

The Lord is merciful and gracious, dow to
anger, and plenteous in mercy.

He will not aways chide: neither will he keep
his anger for ever (The figure of speech is
anthropopatheia, attributing to God the human
characteristic of anger).

He hath not dealt with us after our sins; nor
rewarded us according to our iniquities.

This verse ten contains another figure of speech
exergasia. Here we have the same expression stated
in two different ways which establishes the truth
as unchangeable.* God does not deal with us accord-
ing to our sins which aso includes that He does not
reward us according to our iniquities. That truth
is established.

Verses 11 and 12:

For as the heaven is high above the earth, so
great is his mercy toward them that fear him
[who have respect for Him, who love Him, who
have awe for Him].

*Genesis 41:32: “And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh

twice; it is because the thing is established by God, and God will
shortly bring it to pass.”
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As far as the east is from the west, so far hath
he removed our transgressions [sins, iniquities]
from us.

How far is the east from the west? Do you know
that the east never meets the west? That cannot
be said of north and south. People, when we begin
to tell the greatness of God’'s Word and understand
the way in which God dealt with us when He gave us
remisson and forgiveness of sins, then we cannot
help but be thankful to be alive and to be a part of
God's love and wonderful power today. God is
merciful beyond measure to those who respect Him.

Verses 13 and 14:

Like as a father pitieth his children, so the
Lord pitieth [loveth] them that fear [awe,
respect] him.

For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth
that we are dust.

Thank God He does remember our dust. It would
be miserable if He didn't remember and understand
us. Had God not known us, He never would have
instituted the means by which Christ had ultimately
to cometo redeem us and give us victory in our lives.
God knows our frame. He knows that we are like
grass. He knows that the wind passes over and the
place thereof remembers it no more.
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Verses 15.19:

Asfor man, hisdays are as grass: as aflower of
the field, so he flourisheth.

For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone;
and the place thereof shall know it no more.
But the mercy of the Lord is from everlasting
to everlasting upon them that fear him, and
his righteousness unto children’s children;

To such as keep his covenant, and to those that
remember his commandments to do them.

The Lord hath prepared his throne in the
heavens, and his kingdom [God's kingdom]
ruleth over al.

God will have the ultimate say. He is the one who
hasthefina pronouncement. And His mercy abounds
to those that keep His commandments, His Word.

Then comes this powerful twentieth verse.

Verse 20:

Bless the Lord, ye his angels [The word is
messengers], that excel in strength, that do his
commandments, hearkening unto the voice
of hisword.

These verses talk about how God has redeemed us,

how He has cast our sin from us as far as the east is
from the west, and that He has prepared His throne.
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His kingdom rules over al. Therefore, “Bless the
Lord, ye his messengers [not angels, but people who
speak His Word] that excel in strength....” Our
excelling in strength comes with our having cast off
al those things which have held us back; then with
singleness of mind we have set our sights on the
things of God and moved forth with the greatness
of His Word. That is why we excel in strength. It is
His strength in us. Another scripture, Philippians 4:13,
corroborates this by saying, “I can do al things
through Christ which [who] strengtheneth me.”
God's strength in Christ in usis our strength.

Verses 21 and 22:

Bless ye the Lord, all ye his hosts; ye ministers
of his, that do his pleasure.

Blessthe Lord, al hisworksin al places of his
dominion: blessthe Lord, O my soul.

When we know the greatness of God's Word and
of Hisworks, when we know that this Word of God
is accurate and life-giving, there is nothing to do but
to say, “Bless the Lord for His incomparable great-
ness. | have not forgotten al His benefits to me. |
thank Him for forgiving my shortcomings and for
healing all my diseases. It is God who has crowned
me with lovingkindness and tender mercies in place
of theworld’ s destruction; it is God who has satisfied
my mouth with good things and given me the re-
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newed life of a youth. All God's messengers, al
God's ministers, all God's hosts, all God's works
in al places of God's dominion praise His name.
Bless the Lord, O my soul.” What a positive, up-
lifting psalm. How thankful and blessed we are
when we consider God as the great psalmist did.

27



CHAPTER THREE

Job: From Victim to Victor

God’' s Goodness
VS.
The Devil’ s Badness

There are many passages in the Bible on healing,
but there is only one book that deals with human
suffering and healing. That book is the Book of Job.

The story of Job is a drama. It is a true story:
the story of men’s lives—such as your life and mine.
No one sojourns in life for a long period of time
until he or she experiences at least a portion of the
emotions and pain expressed in the account of Job.
Job's story moves from suffering to believing to
deliverance.

The Book of Job gives us, in detailed form, a
striking comparison between the goodness of God
and the badness of the Devil. We see vividly the true
color of Satan. Job starkly shows what happens to
every man when Satan has his way.

Job is the man in whose life the will of God is
manifested at times, and the power of Satan at
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other times. In this account we see God as He really
isto His children. We see God' s great goodness, His
absolute will, His supreme love. Then, also, we see
a true picture of Satan: the poverty to which he
reduces men, his hate, his complete evil.

God had the account of Job recorded for one
major purpose: to show us the goodness of God and
the badness of the Devil; to show us the perfection
of God and the wickedness of the Devil; to show us
that God is al good and that the Devil is al bad.
God desires all men to see Hiswill, in contrast to the
Devil’swill.

In the first chapter of this book, Job is blessed as
God wanted him to be having those things which
God desiresfor all believers.

Job 1:1:
...Job...was perfect and upright, and one that
feared God, and eschewed evil.

Thisword “perfect” meansfaultless. In the sight of
God, Job walked perfectly according to God's will.
“Upright” means mora integrity. Job, because of
his relationship with God, was an upright man. The
statement “perfect and upright” is a figure of speech
caled hendiadys, which would literdly be stated as
“uprightly perfect” Job feared God, which means he
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had great reverence, respect, and awe for God.
Because Job feared God, he “eschewed [shunned]
evil”; even al appearances of evil were distasteful
to him.

Job 1:2:
...there were born unto him [Job] seven sons
and three daughters.

God's plan for man is that he should have a pros-
perous family life, that he be blessed with a good
wife and loving children. When a man loves God,
when he really knows and honors Him, his family is
blessed.

Job 1:3:

His [Job’ 5] substance also was seven thousand
sheep, and three thousand camels, and five
hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred she
asses, and a very great household; so that this
man was the greatest of all the men of the east.

God' s will for His people is prosperity and abun-
dance, that all men may know and see God's blessing
exemplified. Job was a God-fearing man, and, because
he revered and served God and believed for an abun-
dance, God poured out these material blessings upon
him. The will of God is aways abundance for His
believing people. God's will is specifically stated
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in 111 John 2: “Beloved, | wish above al things
that thou mayest prosper and be in hedth, even
as thy soul prospereth.” And the psamist observed
bow God cares for the righteous in Psalms 37:25:
“l have been young, and now am old; yet have |
not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging
bread.” God's will is an abundance of prosperity
and blessings unlimited for His children.

Job 1:4:
And his sons went and feasted in their houses,
every one hisday....

Every one of Job’s sons had a house to live in.
God was pleased that Job believed for all these
possessions and that Job’ s sons were so richly blessed
as well. It is God' s will for people to have blessings.
God is good and His goodness is to be manifested.
Most people think that the more spiritual a man
becomes, the less joy and pleasure he has in life.
Thisis not true when God has His way.

Satan's comments about Job’'s condition were
very accurate.

Job 1:10:

Hast not thou [God] made an hedge about him
[Job], and about his house, and about all that
he hath on every sde? thou hast blessed the
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work of his hands, and his substance is in-
creased in the land.

This is an accurate analysis of the goodness and
will of God for men. Notice, God had put a hedge
around Job. Why shouldn’t God put a hedge around
believers? ItisHiswill for His people to be protected;
it is God' s will for people to have goodness; it is His
will for people to have the power of God in their
lives. When we belong to God, we should expect
God' s hedge to be around us for our compl ete protec-
tion from the Devil and his acts. God makes a hedge
avallable for the life of every believer; but the im-
penetrability of the hedge is dependent upon our
believing the promises of His Word.

God isdways good; God never brings evil. There
is absolutely no darkness in God; no sickness, no
poverty, no deficiency. God does not want His people
aflicted, miserable, poor, unhappy, or defeated.
All the blessings that came to Job were abundance
from God, because Job loved and respected Him.
When God's will was operative in Job, his life was
abundant God wants al good for al His children:
health, prosperity, happiness, and abundance.

Now let us note the description of the Devil.
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Job 1.6 and 7:

Now there was a day when the sons of God
came to present themselves before the Lord,
and Satan came a so among them.

And the Lord said unto Satan, Whence comest
thou? Then Satan answered the Lord, and said,
From going to and fro in the earth, and from
walking up and down in it.

God is everywhere present at all times; the Devil
a not. The Devil is only present at certain times.
His place of habitation is the earth.

Job 1:9:
Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth
Job fear God for nought?

We just read of God' s goodness flowing from God
to Job; now Satan comes along and starts interjecting
guestions. Next Satan will try to tempt God.

Job 1:11:

But [you, God,] put forth thine hand now,
and touch al that he [Job] hath, and he will
curse thee to thy face.

God always puts His blessing on believers and the
Devil is dways trying to take away man’'s blessing.
God's will is abundance; the Devil’ swill is poverty
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and destruction. People sometimes say, “God sent
a sickness or disease or calamity.” This is not true;
the Devil sends it. Note what the Devil will do to a
man if he can; note his true intent and desire.

One day when Job's sons and daughters were
happy and enjoying life, Satan, not God, brought
destruction.

Job 1:13-19:

And there was a day when his sons and his
daughters were eating and drinking wine in
their eldest brother’ s house:

And there came a messenger unto Job, and
said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses
feeding beside them:

And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took
them away; yea, they have dain the servants
with the edge of the sword; and | only am
escaped alone to tell thee.

While he was yet speaking, there came aso
another, and said, The fire of God is fallen
from heaven, and hath burned up the sheep,
and the servants, and consumed them; and
| only am escaped aoneto tell thee.

While he was yet speaking, there came aso
another, and said, the Chaldeans made out
three bands, and fell upon the camels, and
have carried them away, yea, and dain the
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servants with the edge of the sword; and | only
am escaped alone to tell thee.

While he was speaking, there came a so another,
and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were
egting and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s
house:

And, behold, there came a great wind from the
wilderness, and smote the four corners of the
house, and it fell upon the young men, and
they were dead; and | only am escaped alone
to tell thee.

Note that the Devil worked through people as well
as the natural elements. He used the Sabeans and the
Chaldeans and the wind. The Devil may work through
your best friend, through your neighbor, or through
any other person to assert himself in your life and
take away from you what God has given you.

Wouldn't you agree that all Job’s losses were too
much for one man to endure? The Devil is never
satisfied until he has reduced man to complete
nothingness. Yet even after all these losses for Job,
Satan's true and full colors had not yet been com-
pletely displayed.

Job 2:7:

So went Satan forth from the presence of the
Lord, and smote Job with sore boils from the
sole of hisfoot unto his crown.
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Who smote Job? Satan did. Satan covered Job with
bails.

Job |eft the place where he was living and walked
out to a little ash heap. He sat down upon the ash
heap, took a potsherd and scraped himself .*

Job was miserable from head to foot both mentally
and physicaly because of Satan’s workings. Y,
people fry to make us believe that sickness is a
blessing which will draw men doser to God or cause
them to be better Christians. They say that it hum-
bles one so he may become a more refined man of
God. Thisis not what God's Word says. In the last
chapter of the Book of Job, in Job 42:10, God calls
sickness “captivity.” What is captivity? It is endave-
ment, bondage, that which prevents a person from
doing what one ought to be doing or what one
wants to be doing. God caled Job’'s sickness and
disease “captivity,” and we must call things by
God' s terms.

Once | was talking to a woman whose father had
been sick for two and a half months, and she herself
was a nervous wreck. “He can’t turn over in bed
because when hedoesthepainis like a knife in his

*The“ash hegp” symbolizes utter penitence. A clay pot symbolizes divinity
to the people of the Biblelands, thusthey believe that scraping with a piece
of abroken pot, a potsherd, will have a healing effect.
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back.. He can't endure taking a bath because his body
isso tender,” she said. You call that heaven? | would
rather call it hell. Some may call it good; the Word
calsit captivity.

If people say it is God's will for Christians to be
poor, miserable, and afflicted, you must read the
Book of Job to them. This Book of Job shows God's
will manifested in Job’ s prosperity, happiness, peace,
and joy. It was Satan, not God, who took away the
prosperity, happiness, peace, and joy which Job
once had.

God made Job the most prosperous man in al
the East. Satan came and took al, leaving Job with-
out family, without possessions, and without health.
What a contrast! Job had been perfect and compl ete.
Satan made Job to become imperfect and destitute.
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Believing and Fear

According to the fifth verse of the first chapter of
Job, Job feared that his children were not properly
respecting God. Job was afraid that his children were
snning, that they might have separated themselves
from God in their hearts, that they were not living
as they ought to have been. So Job, in order to
safeguard them, offered burnt offerings continually
for every one of his children.

Job 1.5:

...Job sent and sanctified them, and rose up
early in the morning, and offered burnt offer-
ings according to the number of them [his
children] al: for Job said, It may be that my
sons have sinned, and cursed God in their
hearts. Thus did Job continualy.

Here we are told one of Job’s fears. It is also the
first clue we have to a hole in God's hedge around
Job. Is fear so potent that one break in the hedge
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was all Satan needed to get into Job’s life to defeat
him and to bring al of the power of evil upon Job?
How detrimental is fear?

Fear, in psychological terms, is classified as an
emotion. Psychology says that new-born children
have only two fears. one is the fear of faling and
the other is the fear of loud noises. Thus man's
multiple fears are basically acquired or learned,
not innate. Fears are obtained by the avenue of the
five senses. If your child is afraid of the “boogy
man,” he has that fear because someone taught him
wrongly. If your child has a fear of being deserted,
someone has put that fear in your child by wrong
teaching or bad treatment.

Fear works the same in your life and in my life
as it did in Job's. Job sensed that his daughters and
his sons were not living right with God, and what
he believed brought that fear into his conscious
life. Fear is believing—egative believing. Job believed
that the things he and his family possessed were
too good to last. Job received the results of his
negative believing. So it was Job's fear that was
the hole in God' s hedge which gave Satan an opening
through which he could enter and destroy Job.

If | have fear, that fear has not come from God but
through my wrong believing. If | have fear, | have
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listened to and believed Satan, for “...God hath not
given us the spirit of fear....”* On the other hand,
God makes positive believing so simple.

Fear is the product of negative believing; it is
wrong thinking, wrong believing. In Mark 5:36
Jesus said, “...Be not afraid, only believe.” If it be
true that Christ is with you always, then why should
you fear? When you fear, you are not believing
God's Word.

Any man who believes God' s words will be blessed.
Positive believing, believing God, gives you the ful-
fillment of the promises of God for your life. But if
a person believes the lies of the Devil, he is going to
be full of fear and thus reap the corresponding
results.

| dare not give Satan a chance to get into my mind
and put those negative fears within me. Today, |
make a positive confession. | confess what the Word
says. | confess my believing in God and what He
says, and then by my will | believe God's promises
to me and fears disappear. Fears have brought noth-
ing but ruin, defeat, and captivity. The moment
we are afraid, Satan has already moved in. And when

*I1 Timothy 1:7: “For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of
power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”
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he wiggles in through a break in the hedge and
getsatoehold, it won't be long until he has a foothold.

We must believe rightly without fear of anything,
knowing that with the Lord in your life nothing can
harm you. We must know the Lord is with us as
stated in Psalms 139:8: “...if | make my bed in hell,
behold, thou art there.” We must expect to drive our
automobiles and be safe. We must expect to go to
our businesses and jobs without fear, because under-
neath us are the everlasting arms of God, on each
sde of us are the everlasting arms of God, and above
us are the everlasting arms of God.

What was it the angd said to the shepherds on the
Judean hills the night Jesus was born? “Fear not.”
What did the angel say who appeared to Mary, the
mother of Jesus? “Fear not.” Wherever God is and
wherever the power of God is known, the message
is“Fear not.” Job got the result of hisfearing.

Job 3:25:

For the thing which | grestly feared is come
upon me, and that which | was afraid of is
come unto me.

This verse should be in letters an inch high, for it
unfolds the great law of believing. Whatever we are
believing is how we are going to be living.
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Proverbs 23:7:
...as he thinketh in his heart, sois he.

Jesus' words, “Be of good cheer,” are recorded
severa times in the gospels. Literally, the meaning is
“believe positively that which is right; be not afraid.”

Mark 11:22-24.

And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have
faith in God.

For verily |1 say unto you, That whosoever
shdll say unto this mountain, Be thou removed,
and be thou cast into the sea; and shall not
doubt in his heart, but shall believe that those
things which he saith shall come to pass; he shall
have whatsoever he saith.

Therefore | say unto you, What things soever
ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive
them, and ye shal have them.

Have you been living in fear? Fear is wrong believ-
ing, not trusting the promises of God. You can live
on positive believing if you will change your thinking
patterns. You must do the changing by the renewing
of your mind according to the promises in the Word
of God.
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TO BELIEVE
NEGATIVE POSITIVE
Doubt Confidence
Worry Trust
Fear Faith
ISSue In ISSue In
UNBELIEF BELIEVING

Job was sick for aperiod of perhaps six months or
so—not for years, as some people exaggerate. Notice
that after Job was released from captivity, he lived
a hundred and thirty years.

| know we are not perfect asfar as physical perfec-
tion is concerned. We may at times have diseases,
but these should not linger. When we say “| believe
God's Word” and really believe it, we come out the
victor. We will come out the same way Job came
out—delivered.

Many people believe it is God who tries or tests
men; but that is not what the Scriptures say.

James 1:13 and 14:
Let no man say when he is tempted, | am
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted
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with evil, neither tempteth he any man:
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn
away of hisown lust, and enticed.

We receive good from God and evil from the
hand of Satan. Whatever we have in life, we manifest
because of our believing.

God brings only blessings. It seems to take much
gpiritual growth before people will accept the fact
that God is good, always. Remember that 111 John 2
says, “Beloved, | wish above all things that thou
mayest prosper and be in hedth, even as thy soul
prospereth.” John 10:10 says, “...I am come that
they might have life, and that they might have
it more abundantly.” And Psaims 37:4 says, “De-
light thyself aso in the Lord; and he shall give thee
the desires of thine heart.”

It is God's will “...above dl things’—for us to
prosper. Therefore, why not believe God's promise
of prosperity rather than fear Satan’s poverty?
The prosperity of your substance and hedth is
dependent upon how much our minds are renewed
to what God's Word says.

Do you think things are too good for you? Do
you think God has been too good to you and blessed
you with too much? Has He opened the windows of
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heaven too wide for you and you have received too
many blessngs? The Word says that you are supposed
to prosper.

God wants you to have prosperity; Satan wants

us to have nothing. Our believing—positive or nega-
tive—determines our condition. Thisisalaw.

46

Job: From Victimto Victor

Miserable Comforters
Job 2:11-13:

Now when Job's three friends heard of all
this evil that was come upon him, they came
every one from his own place; Eliphaz the
Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar
the Naamathite: for they had made an appoint-
ment together to come to mourn with him and
to comfort him.

And when they lifted up their eyes afar off,
and knew him not, they lifted up their voice,
and wept; and they rent every one his mantle,
and sprinkled dust upon their heads toward
heaven.

So they sat down with him upon the ground
seven days and seven nights, and none spake
a word unto him: for they saw that his grief
was very great.
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Later in the record, Job called these three men,
Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, “ miserable comforters.”*
The study of these three men in chapters four through
forty is most enlightening. Note that when these
three men, who were friends of Job, heard about his
unhappy condition, they came to comfort him. So
they sat down with him for seven days and seven
nights without saying a word. This is an Orienta
custom showing total sympathy in extreme distress.
They sat on the ash heap with Job because they saw
that his grief was overwhelming. These “miserable
comforters’ were well-meaning men. But yet a well-
meaning person can still be wrong. Note something
else about Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar: they spoke
great truths at various places in the Book of Job, but
not truth for the given situation. After Satan brought
al this destruction and sickness, he endeavored, by
using Job’'s intimate friends, to bring more evil to
Job. We see that the Devil frequently uses those
whom we think of as our best friends to aggravate our
conditions. The Devil iswily.

Note that in the New Testament when the Devil
tempted Jesus, he quoted scripture. The portions of
scripture the Devil quoted were true enough, but
he removed them from their context. Whenever the

*Job 16:1 and 2: “Then Job answered and said, 1 have heard many
such things: miserable comfortersareyedl.”
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devil uses truth, he aways twists, manipulates it.
Likewise, Job’s three friends who came to comfort
him spoke truths, but not the truth regarding Job’s
particular situation.

Eliphaz spoke first in Job 4:5.

But now it [Job’'s dilemma] is come upon
thee, and thou faintest; it toucheth thee, and
thou art troubled.

Eliphaz reproved Job. He said, “Job, you are a
wonderful man, but now since this trouble has come
upon you, you cannot take it.” God is judging you,
friend Job, so you had better repent and get right
with Him. This was the attitude of Eliphaz.

Job 4:6 and 7:

Is not this thy fear, thy confidence, thy hope,
and the uprightness of thy ways?

Remember, | pray thee, who ever perished,
being innocent? or where were the righteous
cut off?

“Job, can you show me that there was ever a
man who perished who was innocent, or where
the righteous men were cut off?” This passage of
Scripture sound like truth, but Eliphaz inaccurately
interpreted it.
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Job was faultless, he eschewed evil. Did he perish?
| should say not. These men thought they knew the
reason, but the final outcome had not yet been
recorded. When the end came, the Lord broke Job’'s
bands of the captivity.

Job again spoke in chapter seven.

Job 7:4:

When | lie down, | say, When shall | arise,
and the night be gone? and | am full of tossings
to and fro unto the dawning of the day.

| point out this verse to you because so many
people say that sickness is a blessing of God, that it
is the Lord's will. The night has unending hours in
it for the sick. When is the night going to end?
Sickness upon men many times makes it impossible
for them to rest, tossing about all night.

Job 7:5 and 6:

My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of
dust; my skin is broken, and become |oathsome.
My days are swifter than a weaver’s shuittle,
and are spent without hope.

A weaver’ s shuttle was about the dowest machine.
Job sad, “That’s what my captivity istoday. My days
are so slow, they move with the speed of aweaver's
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shuttle.” This is an Orientalism used to show slow-
ness. We might say, “Time moves as fast as molasses
in January.” When we have sickness upon our bodies,
the days and nights inch by. When we have happi-
ness, good health, and strength for good hard work,
then the days pass speedily.

Job’ s second friend Bildad spoke in chapter eight.

Job 8:2:

How long wilt thou speak these things? and
how long shall the words of thy mouth be like
astrong wind?

“Your words are like a strong wind, Job. You are
telling us you are a righteous man. You cannot
kid us. We are your friends; we know you.”

Job 8:6:

If thou wert pure and upright; surely now he
would awake for thee, and make the habitation
of thy righteousness prosperous.

Bildad looked at Job and said, “Job, you have a
secret sinin your life; there is something wrong. You
are out of alignment and harmony with God; there-
fore, this sickness is upon you. If you were pure and
upright, God would let you prosper.”
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Job was beginning to come to the end of his
tolerance. He couldn’t stand his friends insinuations
much longer. He loved them, but they were making
life even more miserable for him, so he told them
so in chapter twelve.

Job 12:2:
No doubt but ye are the people, and wisdom
shall die with you.

Job was being facetious with his friends. Job must
have had a good sense of humor. Being full of boils
and then having friends rub him the wrong way,
Job still quipped, “I suppose that when you three
fellows die (Professor Eliphaz, Rev. Bildad, and
Dr. Zophar) the world will be without wisdom.”
So Job censured the arrogance and the pretentious-
ness of these friends. The Book of Job shows that
wicked men often prosper. Even the unjust who
practice the laws of God find that His laws work
for al who apply them. That the laws of God are
true and unchanging is the reason an unjust man
may prosper in the ways of the world, even as the
Book of Job clearly teaches. But, we must always
remember that God's judgments are not man's
judgments.

Job reproved his friends and continued to confess
his confidence in God. Not once throughout all the
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chapters from four to forty does Job renounce
God or blame God for the evil which came upon him.
Job constantly kept confessing that God is righteous
and that He gives that which is good.

Job continued scolding his friends in chapter
thirteen.

Job 13:4:
But ye [my friends] are forgers of lies, ye
are al physicians of no value.

Job then makes his ultimate commitment.

Job 13:15:

Though he [God] day me, yet will | trust in
him: but | will maintain mine own ways before
him.

In this verse the Orientalisms must be understood,
as they must be in many places in the Bible, because
the Bible is an Eastern book. The Bible uses Eastern
expressions of thought which are foreign to the
Wegern mind* The Eastern man’'s expressons

*Two other scriptures in the Book of Job aso necessitate this same
understanding of Orientalisms: Job 1:21 and 22: “...the Lord gave, and
the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord. In dl this
Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly?" The word “foolishly” is
“with injustice.” This is true because the Eastern man used these
expressions. Therefore, Job did not charge God with injustice, even
though the words were not spoken according to God's true actions.
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attribute to God certain actions which, according to
HisWord, God isincapable of doing. The expressions
are words from the lips of men, but the truths in the
Bible clarify that God did not and would not do
those things, as seen in Hebrews 2:14: “...through
death he [Jesus Christ] might destroy him that had
the power of death, that is, the devil.” God is not
going to slay Job; the power of death belongs to
the Devil.

Job's statement of “though he day me, yet will |
trust in him” reminds us of the three men whom
King Nebuchadnezzar threatened to have thrown
into the fiery furnace. The Book of Danidl gives
this account.

Daniel 3:17 and 18:

...[The three believers say,] our God whom
we serve is able to deliver us from the burning
fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of
thine hand, O king.

...we will not serve thy gods...

That is believing; that istrust in God in the same
proportions as Job’s.

Job 14:1 and 2:
Man that is born of a woman is of few days,
and full of trouble.

Job: From Victimto Victor

He cometh forth like a flower, and is cut down:
he fleeth dso as a shadow, and continueth
not.

However, Job still retained his hope in the resur-
rection.

Job 14:14:

If aman die, shdl helive again? dl the days of
my appointed time will | wait, till my change
come.

In the fifteenth chapter, Eliphaz reproved Job for
judtifying himsdf and accused him of being conceited.

Job 15:2, 11-13:

Should a wise man utter vain knowledge, and
fill his belly with the east wind?

Are the consolations of God small with thee?
isthere any secret thing with thee?

Why doth thine heart carry thee away? and
what do thy eyeswink at,

That thou turnest thy spirit against God, and
lettest such words go out of thy mouth?

“Job, we cannot see it, but what are you over-
looking? What is this evil you have in the background
of your mind? Try to justify yourself, but we know
you are full of sin. Come on, be honest.”
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Job rebuked his friends in his response to their
harassments.

Job 16:2:
| have heard many such things. miserable
comfortersare yeal.

Job 19:2:
How long will ye vex my soul, and break mein
pieces with words?

It is an easy thing to speak words that injure and
harm while thinking you are doing good. Job said,
“Your words break mein pieces.”

Job 19:18 and 19:

Yea, young children despised me; | arose,
and they spake against me.

All my inward friends abhorred me: and they
whom | loved are turned against me.

Job said, “Now that | am sick, al the young
children | used to talk to and take care of think that
| am the one who is wrong. They think it is some-
thing | have done that has brought this sickness
upon me, that it is my fault, and that | do not love
God. All my friends have forsaken me.”
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Then Job gave avivid description of his sickness.

Job 19:20:
My bone cleaveth to my skin and to my flesh,
and | am escaped with the skin of my teeth.

In spite of his desperate condition, Job again stated
his hope in a resurrection.

Job 19:25 and 26:

For | know that my redeemer liveth, and that he
shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:
And though after my skin worms destroy this
body, yet in my flesh shall | see God.

Even after suffering al hislosses, hisillnesses, and
his miserable comforters, Job continued looking to
God. Isn't that a wonderful confession to make,
that the Lord is your redeemer, that you know
your redeemer lives and that he will appear upon the
earth and you shall see him?

In Sanskrit the last part of verse 26 is more accu-
rately trandated: “Although my body becomes
frall and deteriorated, yet without my body shall
| see God.” According to God's Word, the resurrected
ones will have a new body in the fashion of Christ's
resurrected body. Therefore, “without my body”
means without this present physical body which
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corrupts, but in anew, resurrected body Job would see
God.

In the twenty-first chapter, Job analyzed the
prosperity of the wicked in detail. | want to take time
at this point to clarify thisimportant truth.

Job 21:7-10:

Wherefore do the wicked live, become old,
yea, are mighty in power?

Their seed is established in their sight with
them, and their offspring before their eyes.
Their houses are safe from fear, neither is
the rod of God upon them.

Their bull gendereth, and falleth not; their
cow calveth, and casteth not her calf.

The reason the wicked man prospers, when a godly
man seems not to, is due to the truth that the wicked
man is not righteous in Christ, thus he belongs to the
Devil. The Devil owns the unbeliever's life and
everything he has. In contrast, the Devil has no legal
rights over a man who has been born again of the
Spirit of God, if that man will insist on the same.
Therefore, the Devil will do his best to afflict, harm,
and injure the Christian. There is no reason for the
Devil to cast down the unbeliever who already
belongs to him. The more Satan alows his own un-
righteous ones to operate the immutable laws, which
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work for the just and the unjust alike, the more
confused an unknowing Christian becomes. Satan
will try to afflict the saint and let the sinner be
blessed, reversing appearances so that the saint looks
as the greatest sinner should.

In the twenty-second chapter of the Book of
Job, Eliphaz again accused Job of many sins and
asked him to repent.

Job 22:21 -23:

Acquaint now thyself with him [God], and
be at peace: thereby good shal come unto
thee.

Receive, | pray thee, the law from his mouth,
and lay up hiswords in thine heart.

If thou return to the Almighty, thou shalt be
built up....

There could not have been truer words spoken,
even if Jesus himself had spoken; but this accusation
of having left or turned from the Almighty could
not be placed against Job. The Bible says in the
first chapter of this book that Job was a righteous
man. If asnner turnsto God, he will get peace. When
he puts God's words in his heart, the man will be
edified.
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| challenge you to start thinking about and believ-
ing this statement: Job 22:28: “Thou shalt also
decree athing, and it shdl be established unto thee....”
In other words, if you declare a promise of God, it
must come to pass. What a great promise thisis when
we useit in our everyday living!

The story of Job moves on with Job’s still main-
taining that he is righteous, he has not wandered
from God.

Job 27:6 and 8:

My righteousness | hold fast, and will not let it
go: my heart shall not reproach me so long as |
live.

For what is the hope of the hypocrite, though
he hath gained, when God taketh away his
soul?

Thereisthe whole key: holding fast our righteous-
ness in our own minds. “God taketh away his soul”
is again the Orientalism, an Eastern expression,
not truth. God doesn’t take away the soul because
that isin the Devil’ s power.

Finaly, Job's three friends tired of talking to
Job because Job confessed his righteousness in God.
His three friends couldn’t understand it.
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Job 32:1:
So these three men ceased to answer Job,
because he was righteous in his own eyes.

There then appeared a new man on the scene.
This man, Elihu, was angry with Job and also with
Job’ s three friends.

Job 32:2 and 3:

Then was kindled the wrath of Elihu the son of
Barachel the Buzite...against Job was his wrath
kindled, because he judtified himself rather
than God.

Also against his three friends was his [Elihu’g]
wrath kindled, because they had found no
answer, and yet had condemned Job.

Weéll, Elihu was not smarter, | assure you, than
those with whom he was angry. He was very unkind
to Job throughout the conversation.

As we read various scattered verses from Job, |
just want to call to your attention a very beautiful
verse.

Job 35:10:
...Where is God my maker, who giveth songs
in the night.
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It's a wonderful thing to know that you and God
are right. God's spirit within you has made you
righteous; so, no matter what your friends say, you
know that you have a*“song in the night.”

God spoke to Job in chapter thirty-eight.

Job 38:22 and 23:

Hast thou [Job] entered into the treasures of
the snow? or hast thou seen the treasures of
the hail,

Which | have reserved against the time of trouble,
against the day of battle and war?

Arethere treasures in snow and hail ? The twenty-
third verse is ill future. Scientists came up a few
years ago with a bold declaration that there are
“floating ice cubes’ weighing two and three hundred
pounds each floating in space. | do not know if
they are right or wrong, but my Bible says that
there are going to be great hail stones, “...the trea-
sures of the hail, which | have reserved against the
time of trouble....” We simply thrill with the revela-
tion of those men many, many thousands of years

ago.

Job 38:31:
Candg thou bind the sweet influences of Pleiades,
or loose the hands of Orion?
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Thiswas written in Job thousands of years before
the coming of Jesus. Man talked about the Pleiades
and the bands of Orion, yet our astronomers have not
known anything about them for more than perhaps
afew hundred years.

Job 38:32:
...canst thou guide Arcturus with his sons?

Arcturus is another one of the stars. Arcturus is
always on time, never off a second. “Job, can you
guide Arcturus or does God guide it?’

Job 40:2-5:

Shall he that contendeth with the Almighty
instruct him? he that reproveth God, let him
answer it.

Then Job answered the Lord, and said, Behold,
| am vile; what shall | answer thee? | will lay
mine hand upon my mouith.

Once have | spoken; but | will not answer:
yea, twice; but | will proceed no further.

In other words, even though a man is righteous
before God, he does not go around bragging about his
righteousness to men upon earth. Do not brag about
your righteousness, but claim your righteousness,
live it. Do not boast that you are righteous because,
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are you the fellow that keeps Arcturus in its course?
Job said, “I amvile....”

God spoke to Job again in the last part of the
fortieth chapter about His power, finally concluding
His message to Job at the end of the forty-first
chapter. In Job 42, Job responded.

Job 42:1-5:

Then Job answered the Lord, and said,

| know that thou canst do every thing, and
that no thought can be withholden from thee.
Who is he that hideth counsel without knowl-
edge? therefore have | uttered that | under-
stood not; things too wonderful for me, which |
knew not.

Hear, | beseech thee, and | will speak: | will
demand of thee, and declare thou unto me.

| have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear:
but now mine eye seeth thee.

There is atremendous difference between hearing
about God and seeing God for oneself. Job said, “Up
until this time, while | had all this abundance upon
my life, | only heard of thee with the hearing of
the ear. But since | have come through this, I now
see.” It is wonderful that a man may be a Christian
today and come through a period of affliction or a
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period of sickness which Satan brings upon him, and
al at once his believing rises and he has power to
overcome his circumstances. That man taps the re-
sources by positive beieving and God ddlivers him
from Satan’s captivity. Many of us have mainly heard
of God by the hearing of the ears. But we grow
spiritualy as we believe the Word of God. We see
that God lives and moves and has His being in people
today, and we discover He is the same today as He
was yesterday or will be tomorrow. This is the day
to believe to see.

Job said, “Up until this time | have just heard
about you, God, but now | see.” What did he hear?
Oh, he heard that God was peaceful and kind; God
was considerate; he heard that God heals people.
“But now | see”

Then God made a promise to Job, Job acted
upon the promise, and God fulfilled it. This is the
principle to apply in our lives when we want our
prayers answered.
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Job’s Deliverance

Job admitted in Job 42:5 that “I have heard of
thee by the hearing of the ear: but now my eye
seeth thee.” Once Job “saw God,” God was able to
do a most wonderful thing for Job—He delivered
him. But in the sequence of events, God first cor-
rected Job’ s three friends.

Job 42:7:

And it was so, that after the Lord had spoken
these words unto Job, the Lord said to Eliphaz
the Temanite, My wrath is kindled against
thee, and against thy two friends: for ye have
not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my
servant Job hath.

The Lord was angry with Job’s three friends, his
“miserable comforters.” Originaly, these men had
come to pray for Job; but, instead, God commanded
that Job pray for them.
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Job 42:8 and 9:

Therefore take unto you [God was still speaking
to Eliphaz] now seven bullocks and seven rams,
and go to my servant Job, and offer up for your-
selves a burnt offering; and my servant Job
shal pray for you: for him will 1 accept: lest
| deal with you after your folly, in that ye
have not spoken of me the thing which is
right, like my servant Job.

o Eliphaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuhite
and Zophar the Naamathite went, and did
according as the Lord commanded them: the
Lord also accepted Job.

Then comes this powerful, succinct verse that tells
of God's fulfillment of His Word.

Job 42:10:

And the Lord turned the captivity of Job,
when he prayed for his friends: also the Lord
gave Job twice as much as he had before.

Satan brought the captivity, but the Lord reversed
it by freeing Job. In one short verse of scripture we
learn two great truths: God delivered Job from
Satan’s captivity and then gave to Job double what
he previously had when he already had been the
wealthiest man in the East. The Word says, “...the
Lord turned the captivity of Job...” Satan would

68

Job: From Victimto Victor

never have reversed it. When did God reverse his
captivity? When Job prayed for his friends.

Thereisawonderful key. | have found that some-
times when people start ministering to others, they
receive their own healing. As Job prayed for his
friends, he recelved blessings for himself a so.

As Job obeyed the Word of God and prayed for
his friends, God turned the captivity of Job. God
also did something more: “...aso the Lord gave
Job twice as much as he had before.” Job 42 gives
the specifies.

Job 42:12 and 13:

So the Lord blessed the latter end of Job more
than his beginning: for he had fourteen thou-
sand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a
thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand she
asses.

He had also seven sons and three daughters.

During the 140 years that Job lived after his
deliverance, God added to Job’s substance until he
possessed double his original possessions, with the
exception of his children.

Job 42:16 and 17:
After this lived Job an hundred and forty
years, and saw his sons, and his sons sons,
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even four generations.
So Job died, being old and full of days.

Isn't that wonderful! A man of God walking
through life may have a temporary captivity, but
the Lord can break the chains of bondage and set
him free. Job had afull life.

Do you think that when a person dies at the age
of twenty in an automobile accident he has had
a full life? Who is aborting our lives when we have
heart trouble and die between thirty and forty years
of age? Who has the power of death? Hebrews 2:14
contains the answer.

Hebrews 2:14:

Forasmuch then as the children are partakers
of flesh and blood, he adso himsdf likewise
took part of the same; that through death he
might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil.

If we give him opportunity, Satan will capture and
ruin us. Yet, the Devil has no lega rights over a
believer. You and | must claim our God-given protec-
tion and abundance.

| want to close by showing one more important
point. Sometimes we as children of God do not
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clam our deliverance from the tricks of Satan.
At these times Satan may overcome us in our minds
and flesh, but he cannot touch the spirit from God in
us. Satan cannot destroy the spirit which came when
we were born again, for the nature of God in us
is eternal life. This spirit, which is the anointing of
God, cannot be taken away and cannot die. God just
cannot be defeated by Satan in any way. Christians,
believe God and be delivered from every captivity
now! Let it be said of you, asit was of Job, “And the
Lord turned the captivity.” Don't just hear of God's
power with your ears, see it with your eyes by
receiving God' s abundant goodness.
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Part |1
A Bdiever’'sWalk

To adequately discuss a believer’s wak would
take us verse by verse through God's entire Word.
So the following chapters are simply a light touch
on points relating to this broad topic. Although
this is not a comprehensive study of the wak of
believer's the four studies trace many points which
are very profitable ones to keep in mind and to
cultivate.

The first key in “A Believer's Wak” is that of
commitment. Dedicated commitment is a Biblica
principle in practice where commitment is the prima-
ry step to acting and thereby gaining results. As
children of God we must become fully persuaded of,
totally committed to, the ministry of reconciliation
of Jesus Christ and then have the energy to carry
through on that conviction and reap the harvest of
men.
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“The Joy of Our Hearts’ explains that joy is
indeed not synonymous with happiness, for happiness
is a product of pleasing circumstances or events,
whereas joy is an internal quality. God gave us joy
when we were born again. And as we walk in fellow-
ship with Him according to His Word, our joy over-
flows; it comes into manifestation in our lives.

To further help usbelieversin our Christian walks,
God not only gave us His Word, but He also gave us
people, as examples, to imitate. This concept was
established when Paul wrote that the Thessalonians
had become followers, or imitators, of him when he
had disclosed to them the gospel both in word and
in power. They chose to imitate Paul’ s example. God
gives us men and women of God who are responsible
to lead us, as examples, in their practice of truth.

In observing and imitating examples, Abraham
should be a primary foca point. Abraham took God
at Hisword. God's Word says that Abraham staggered
not at God' s promise; and, because of this, God made
Abraham “the father of all them that believe.” What
ajoy this promise must have been to Abraham. What
ajoy it isto usto have his example of commitment.

A believer'swalk is alearning situation. And God
nas made avalable such helpful knowledge and
assistance that we may mature in the family of God
and become more and more like the Lord Jesus Christ.
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CHAPTER FOUR

TheEnergy of Your Conviction

In September of 1935, a Caifornian by the name
of Tilly Lewis opened a tomato canning factory
which her advisers had warned her would never get
off the ground. They had two reasons for ther
doubt: (1) agriculturalists thought that Italian toma-
toes would not grow successfully in California and
(2) the manager, being a woman, could never acquire
the financia backing needed to open amajor canning
operation. Despite other's pessimism, in that year
Tilly Lewis got the money, and her factory wasin full
operation, cooking for the first time beautiful Cali-
fornia-grown Italian tomatoes. Her idea had taken
concrete form, and now she would be able to prove
what she had known all along.

But early in the processing plant’s operation—at a
very criticd moment—the new steam boilers which
were cooking the ripe tomatoes broke down. Some-
thing mechanical had gone wrong. The steam was
going down. For amoment Tilly was frantic. Here she
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had spent many dedicated years getting ready for this
event and then, beyond her control, her dream
seemed to be shattering. After her initial panic, Tilly
told all the workers to remain at their posts, that she
would be back. She then went for a walk by herself
out into an open area where she sat down and got
quiet. After dtting a few minutes, Tilly faintly
detected a locomotive whistle in the wind. She ran
back to the building, got on a telephone and called
the locomotive offices in that area of California
Within two hours, arrangements had been made and a
locomotive engine was Sitting on a side track pumping
steam into the boilers, and the tomatoes began
cooking again. In 1973, according to the record, this
corporation begun by Tilly Lewis did forty million
dollars worth of business. Tilly Lewis had had the
energy to carry through on her conviction. In other
words, she had the perseverance to stick with her idea
or plan and she has been rewarded abundantly for it.

According to his biographers, Thomas Edison was
a completely apathetic student. What then made
him Americd s most versatile and successful inventor?
The energy of his conviction. He became stimulated
by ideas and possihilities, and he worked on them
until he reached a conclusion to hisidess.

Albert Einstein was also a backward student with
very little formal education. What made him such
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an intellectua explosion? Henry Ford had only afew
years in a one-room public school. What made him a
‘success? Al Smith was a four-term governor of the
state of New Y ork who also ran for the presidency of
the United States, yet he never went beyond the
seventh grade. Ezra Cornell, founder of Cornell
University and also the organizer and originator of
the Western Union Telegraph Company, never gradu-
ated from any school whatsoever. George Bernard
Shaw, one of the world’s great modern writers, only
went through the fifth grade. Did you know that
Grandma M oses never took one lesson in painting?

We know that every effect has a cause, so there has
to be an explanation why these people became
outstandingly successful. George Fox, the founder
of the Quaker sect, admitted that he was inferior to
others in every personal aspect except for one: the
energy to carry through on his conviction. He was
fully persuaded of the endeavor which he pursued.
As | have looked at the lives of people, | have seen
that it has aways been the energy to back up and
carry out thelr convictions that has made their lives
successful and outstanding.

If success had depended upon formal education,
then there is no explanation for an Edison, an
Eingtein, aHenry Ford, an Al Smith, an Ezra Cornell,
a George Bernard Shaw, a Grandma Maoses or many
others. But their successes did not stem from just
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knowledge or raw ability. Their achievements were
the result of steadfastly applying principles that can
be found in God's Word. In short, they believed to
the extent of acting on their beliefs. And, further-
more, they not only acted, they persevered with
their various endeavors.

Thereisarecord in Romans which will set some of
these great truths in our lives from God's Word by
giving us the example of Abraham..

Romans 4:18-21:

Who [Abraham] against hope believed in hope,
that he might become the father of many
nations, according to that which was spoken,
So shdll thy seed be.

And being not weak in faith [believing], he
congdered not his own body now dead, when he
was about an hundred years old [he was 99],
neither yet the deadness of Sara’'s womb [she
was 90]:

He staggered not at the promise of God through
unbelief; but was strong in faith [believing],
giving glory to God;

And being fully persuaded that, what he [God]
had promised, he [God] was able aso to perform.

There is the reason for the success of Abraham.
He was fully persuaded. Abraham held fast to God's
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Word-he “staggered not at the promise of God
through unbelief.” Even though it had not come to
pass by the time Abraham was 99 and Sara 90, he
did not lose his confidence in God’'s Word. He was
absolutely sure that God would carry out His promise.
That unwavering certainty is what brought about the
greatness of Abraham to the end that he is credited
asthefather of al those who believe. What a tremen-
dous credit to receive.

The great things of this world are available to men
and women who know how to operate one of God's
laws, namely the law of “believing equals receiving.”
And this law includes “believing equals action.”
Great accomplishments are not necessarily just for
people with great intellectua ability; they are attain-
able by men and women who believe to receive. It
doesn't hurt to have a few brains, but it doesn't
help unless one operates this universal law of believ-
ing. Many operate the law of believing without even
having a knowledge of God's Word, for this law of
believing works for saint and sinner alike. But for
those who haven't been operating and therefore
benefiting from the law of positive believing, a knowl-
edge of it from God’'s Word can open the door to
change course and set sail on the new, better way.

Like Abraham, Jesus Christ must also have been
fully persuaded. To cite one example, the fourth
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chapter of the Gospel of John gives an account of
the disciples becoming very concerned about their
master because he wasn't eating when they thought
he should be hungry.

John 4:31-34:

In the mean while his disciples prayed him,
saying, Master, eat.

But he said unto them, | have meat to eat that
ye know not of.

Therefore said the disciples one to another,
Hath any man brought him ought to eat?

Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the
will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.

God had sent Jesus Christ and he was to do God's
work. Now to do God’'s work, with singleness of
mind, Jesus must have been fully persuaded. The
account of Jesus in John 4 continues.

Verse 35:

Say not ye, There are yet four months, and
then cometh harvest? behold, | say unto you,
Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields; for
they are white already to harvest.

This pointedly demonstrates the difference in
people. Some people see the outreach of God’'s Word
sometimein the future. We must see it in the immedi-
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ate present. Followers said to Jesus, “Four months
yet till harvest.” But Jesus knew that the important
“crop” was ripe a that very moment. The disciples
didn’t perceive this because they were not yet fully
persuaded. They had not begun generating energy
for their conviction. They were not utterly convinced
and committed to their cause. They were still men-
tally assenting but not acting on their conviction.

“Lift up your eyes,” Jesus Christ said. That's the
message to the Church of the Body today. Get your
eyes up. Don't look at the things of the world with all
of its confusion and negatives. These will limit you.
Look at God and the things of God. Get your vision
elevated and then carry through on your conviction.
The rationalists will say, “Four months till harvest.”
God says, “Now is the time; today is the day of
salvation. Open up your spiritual eyes.” Get your
vision up to where God is magneticaly drawing
you with the Lord Jesus Christ in al his glory and
power. “For the fields are white already to harvest.”

Now, you've got to get fully persuaded that you
are what the Word of God says you are and that you
have what the Word of God says you have. Then you
can do what the Word of God says you can do. You
must be convinced before you can accomplish your
goals.
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You and | have only one responsibility to God and
that is to live for Him with all the energy and ability
that we have. As sonswe are to walk fully persuaded
in what He has made us. If God redeemed us, if God
saved and filled us, and if God gave us everything
He says He gave us in the Word, the least we can do
is to commit ourselves fully to Him. Then He will
supply each and every need.

Matthew 6:34:

Take therefore no thought [have no anxiety]
for the morrow: for the morrow shall take
thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto
the day is the evil thereof.

In other words, don’t get anxious about tomorrow.
You just walk with the greatness of that full commit-
ment today, and tomorrow will take care of itself
when it comes. We can only live now. This is the
moment. The past moment you can't relive. The one
gtill coming you can’'t live yet. You are living one
moment at a time. When we begin to become fully
persuaded moment by moment, we'll make it through
each day living the more abundant life.

Someone once said, “I think and | think and |
think, and al | ever get is a pain in my thinker.”
Y ou can get like that about God and His Word. You
think you have atheologica system all worked out
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except that it seemingly doesn’t work. You can
rationalize God’'s Word into fruitlessness. The great-
ness of God in our livesis brought to pass not by our
intelligence, but in our commitment—being fully
persuaded and belonging to Him. Thus, the primary
ingredient is belief. Each individua will go as far as
his believing takes him. A great example was the
Apostle Paul.

Il Timothy 1:11 and 12:

...l am appointed a preacher, and an apostle,
and a teacher of the Gentiles.

For the which cause [the cause of the gospel of
the grace of God] | also suffer these things:
nevertheless | am not ashamed: for | know
whom | have believed, and am persuaded that he
is able to keep that which | have committed
unto him against that day.

This literally should read: “I know whom | have
believed, and am persuaded [fully persuaded beyond
a shadow of a doubt] that He [God] is able to keep
my deposit which He has committed [given] unto
me against [until] that day.” This accurate tranda-
tion is given in the margins of the 1881 and 1901
Revised Versions. What a tremendous record from
God’'s Word. To be fully persuaded is to know that
even if you were in the midst of hell itself, God will
keep that deposit which He gavetoyou. And that
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deposit is the revelation of the mystery, that it is
Christ in you, the hope of glory.

Paul was fully persuaded and, consequently, fully
committed. That is why his ministry lives in the
epistles. That is also the reason God' s work is carried
out today. Because men and women like us are
fully persuaded and have the assurance that God will
keep that which He has promised. Being fully con-
vinced, Paul was able to carry through and convince
others of the saving grace and power of Christ Jesus.
That is why you too should become fully persuaded
of the integrity and accuracy of the revelation ad-
dressed to the Church of the Body. Become fully
persuaded, then you will have energy to carry out
your conviction and reap the harvest that is ripe.

CHAPTER FIVE

The Joy of Our Hearts

Recently four people came to me individualy
on the same day, and unknowingly, wanted to
discuss the same subject. All of them related their
experiences of having so much joy in their lives
since the Word of God had been taught to them and
since they began living that Word. The joy of the
Word had made their lives so exciting that they
bubbled from one day to the next. If a perplexing
situation did indeed come up, they would face it
with God’'s Word, go to bed that night and say,
“Well, Lord, | thank you that this day is finished.
Halldujah! Amen!” And immediately they would
go to sleep. The next morning these people would
wake up with great anticipation of the new day,
having the joy of knowing that God's blessing was
upon their families and their work. The people lived
their lives with joy.

God's Word tells of various types of joy. Joy is
a very important quality which God wants us to have.
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Soit isthisoneword “joy” we want to investigate that
we can know the fullness of our joy. Let us
begin our study with the great revelation of Jesus
joy told in Hebrews 12.

Hebrews 12:1 and 2:

Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about
with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so
eadly beset us, and let us run with patience the
race that is set before us,

Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of
our faith; who for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the throne
of God.

We are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses,
referring to all those believers mentioned in the
previous chapter of Hebrews and including everyone
who knows and believes God' s Word. They are our
examples. By the testimony of their believing we can
do the same wonderful works they did as we walk for
God. Because we are encircled by such examples,
“let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth
so easily beset us.” We have to lay aside the weight
and the sin. Our own action determines the casting
off of the entanglements of this world. God didn’'t
tell us to pray about laying them aside; He said,
“Doit.”
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“Let us run with patience the race that is set
before us.” In order to meet the challenge of the
race, we must be disciplined and in condition from
practicing.

Hebrews 12:2a:
Looking unto Jesus [who is] the author and
finisher of our faith [pistig]....

We run thisrace by focusing solely on one person,
the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the author, the starter,
and also the finisher of faith. What a witness. What
an example for us to follow.

Verse 2b:

..who for the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is
set down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Wasthe crossajoy? No. But Jesus Christ saw be-
yond the cross-beyond the punishment, the crown
of thorns, the spitting in the face, the whipping.
“For the joy that was set before him,” because of
the anticipation of the future, Jesus was able to
endure the cross, “despising the shame, and is set
down at the right hand of the throne of God.”
What a contrast to go from a shameful cross to the
right hand of the throne of God.
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Jesus Christ felt within himself this quality of joy.
Joy is an inside quality. Happiness depends on the
things with which we are surrounded, while joy is
never dependent upon our surroundings.* Joy is
something that comes from within. Just as a rock
remains steady no matter how the waves slap or the
winds blow, we gill have joy because we know where
we are going, even in the midst of the most trying
circumstances. We know the outcome because we are
assured of seeing Him face to face. We can walk with
an abundance of joy because joy is a quality lodging
deep within us. Joy is not dependent upon the
environment or the circumstances in which we may
or may not be engulfed. it is dependent upon what
Jesus Christ wrought for us.

Psalms 16:8:
| have set the Lord always before me: because
heisat my right hand, | shall not be moved.

If and when we have come to the place where we
put God first always, then we shall not be moved.
Putting God first, being so absolutely sure that what
God said He meant and that His Word is His will,
we are unmovable. No one is steadfast at all times
and in all points. But as we grow in the knowledge
and the grace of the greatness of God’s Word, we be-

*The Greek word for “joy,” chara, comes from chairo, from which is
aso derived charisma, gift from God.
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come more certain; and the more we believe, the
more sure we become, the greater the joy we havein
living. This same sixteenth psalm which says God is
at my right hand, three verses later give us more
edification.

Psams 16:11:

Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy
presenceis fulness of joy; at thy right hand there
are pleasures for evermore.

“Thou wilt shew methe path of life: in thy [God' 5
presence is fulness of joy....” Not just half joy, not
just 99 percent joy, but full joy comes in God's
presence. If we want this fullness of joy, we have to
get into that presence of God in Christ where “ there
are pleasures for evermore.”

Psalms 105 speaks of God and the children of
Israel and tells that the Egyptians were glad when
Israel left Egypt.

Psalms 105:37 and 38:

He [God] brought them [the children of Israel]
forth [out of Egypt] aso with silver and gold:
and there was not one feeble person among
their tribes.

Egypt was glad when they departed: for the
fear of them [the children of Israel] fell upon
them [the Egyptiang].
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Our enemies will become perplexed by us too
when we have this unmovable joy deep within. We
can become so full of joy that our foeswon't be able
to understand what is going on. They will be like
the Egyptians who were glad when the children of
|srael departed.

Psalms 105:39-42:

He [God] spread a cloud for a covering; and
fireto givelight in the night.

The people asked, and he [God] brought
quails, and satisfied them with the bread of
heaven.

He opened the rock, and the waters gushed out;
they ran in the dry places like ariver.

For he [God] remembered his holy promise, and
Abraham his servant.

God remembered His holy promise to Abraham
His servant, and God brought forth His people.
Then will God not remember us? Will He not remem-
ber His promises to the Body of Christ, the Church,
His sons?

Psalms 105:43:
And he brought forth his people with joy,
and his chosen with gladness.

For God to deliver His peopleisajoy to Him. You
never knew God had joy? He surely does. When He
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brought Israel out of Egypt, “...he brought forth
his people with joy....” It was ajoy to God to deliver
His people. He brought them out of Egypt with
possessions of silver and gold. There wasn't one
feeble person among them. God led them with a
cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. He gave
them food to eat and water to drink. They had all
their needs met. God was pleased that He had the
privilege of doing all these things for Isradl.

God aso has joy today when He delivers people.
It brings joy to the heart of God that He has people
who come to Him and say, “I need a little help,
Father. | thank you for giving it to me according to
the promise of Y our Word and for remembering the
promises that Y ou made to us as Y our sons.”

Psalms 105:43.45:

And he brought forth his people with joy,
and his chosen with gladness:

And gave them the lands of the heathen: and
they inherited the labour of the people;

That they might observe his statutes, and keep
hislaws. Praise ye the Lord.

Isn’t that beautiful! God is full of joy to help His
children who in turn carry out His Word.

Jeremiah 36:23 relates the experience of an angry
king who took his penknife and cut up one of the
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scrolls of the Holy Scriptures, God’s Word. Showing
no regard for God, the king tossed the pieces into the
fireplace. An earlier account in Jeremiah tells that
when God's people returned from many years of
captivity, another scroll was found beneath the debris
which had accumulated in the temple area. In con-
trast to the angry king, Jeremiah’s feelings and action
in finding a copy of God’'s Word were very different.

Jeremiah 15:16:

Thy words were found, and | did eat them; and
thy word was unto me the joy and rgoicing
of mine heart: for | am called by thy name,
O Lord God of hosts.

God' s Word was unto Jeremiah joy and regjoicing.
Not just joy, but joy and “re-joy” over and over
agan. Rgoicing is a repeated performance of joy.

Isn't thistrue for so many of us? The first time we
redly ate the sweetness of God's Word, it was a
tremendous joy. We savored it, and we still like to
savor that Word over and over again. Every time we
hear God's Word, we rgjoice in it. That is why the
Word isjoy. In God's presence thereisjoy. God's joy
isthe ddiverance of His people and it is His Word that
isthe joy of the believer.
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| Thessalonians 1:2-6:

We give thanks to God aways for you all, mak-
ing mention of you in our prayers,
Remembering without ceasing your work of
faith [believing], and [your] labour of love,
and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Chrigt,
in the sight of God and our Father;

Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of
God.

For our gospel came not unto you in word only,
but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and
in much assurance; as ye know what manner of
men we were among you for your sake.

And ye became followers of us, and of the
Lord, having received the word in much afflic-
tion, with joy of the Holy Ghost [pneuma
hagion].

What a tremendous truth to receive the Word
with joy as Jeremiah did when he found the Word
and as the believers did in Thessalonica in the first
century. Did they have a few afflictions? Were they
surrounded with unbelief, persecution, paganism,
idolatry? Certainly, but that didn't make any differ-
ence. Even if we areright in the midst of all negatives,
we can have joy because joy is an inner quality. It
comes by renewing our minds on the Word and let-
ting the presence of that Word stay there, absolutely
refusing to allow anybody or anything to interfere
with it.
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The Book of Acts contains a record that teaches
us some of the great, great truths on joy.

Acts 8:4-8:

Therefore they [the believers from Jerusalem]
that were scattered abroad went every where
preaching the word.

Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria,
and preached Christ unto them.

And the people with one accord gave heed unto
those things which Philip spake, hearing and
seeing the miracles which he did.

For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice,
came out of many that were possessed with
them: and many taken with palsies, and that
were lame, were healed.

And there was great joy in that city.

The believers from Jerusdem were scattered
abroad because of persecution. Yet, because they
were scattered, they spread God’s Word in many new
places. And they went everywhere preaching the very
same thing that brought on the persecution in the
first place. As at least one believer, Philip, spoke
the Word and it began to gain preeminence in Samaria,
many people were released from their afflictions.
And there was great joy in Samaria because of the
way the Word of God moved in that community.
Therewas gredt joy in that city because the Word had
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permeated the lives of people, and they saw signs,
miracles, and wonders. Thisis always a great joy. Is
there any greater joy than when one of us leads
someone into the new birth or when we lead someone
into the manifestation of the holy spirit or when we
share just one little word or one verse which really
helps a person? Is there joy in seeing someone deliv-
ered from bondage by healing or a miracle? Could we
buy that a any price? That is joy; that is an inside
benefit. What a tremendous blessing joy is.

In Luke 15 we learn of the joy felt even in heaven
when one person turns to the true God and His Word.

Luke 15:7:

| say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in
heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more
than over ninety and nine just persons, which
need no repentance.

Every time someone turnsto the true God and His
Word even the angelsin heaven are joyful. All heaven
resounds with joy when a person is born again of
God’'s Spirit. All the angels of God are joyful, and
God Himsalf is so full of joy that He will do anything
for any person according to His Word when that
individua believes.

Thisverse in Luke 15 does not indicate that God
doesn't love thosewho are dready in His family.
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It is expressing and focusing on the exciting joy
He feels when He welcomes a new son. This is the
thrill of having a new baby. The older children are
certainly loved, but great joy is brought about by the
coming of anew baby.

When we study this word “joy” throughout the
Word of God, we find that in God’s presence there
is much joy.

| John 1:4:
And these things write we unto you, that your
joy may be full.

The things written in the Word of God are written
that our joy may be full. God gave us joy when we
were born again. Now, as we walk in fellowship with
Him according to the Word, our joy overflows, it
comes into fruition in our lives. The reveaed or
written Word is joy to people as they receive it. When
Philip was in Samaria, the whole city was filled with
joy. The angels in heaven have joy over salvation.
And now we read that the Word is written not to
frustrate people, not to defeat them, not to endave
them, but to fill them with joy.

And then we have the truth about another source
of joy in Galatians 5:22.

But the fruit of the Spirit islove, joy....
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One element of the fruit of the spirit is joy. New
fruit is brought about as we operate the manifesta-
tions of the spirit. As we cultivate by the process of
the operation of the manifestations, we produce the
fruit of the spirit-one of which is joy. So we culti-
vate and we produce fruit. Operate the manifesta-
tions of the spirit—speaking in tongues, interpretation
of tongues, prophecy word of knowledge, word of
wisdom, discerning of spirits, faith, miracles and
healing—and joy will definitely be produced. God's
Word says so.

In Philippians we learn that the Apostle Paul
experienced joy for his brethren.

Philippians 4:1:

Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and
longed for, my joy and crown, so stand fast
in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

Thereis joy when we help bring people to a knowl-
edge of God's Word, when we bring them unto
salvation and into the fullness of the spirit. Paul said
to the Philippians that they were his joy because he
had led them to the Lord and he had taught them
the Word. As these people walked on the Word,
they were his joy. Whenever we nurture someone up
in the Lord, we redize this same joy.
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We began this short study of the joy of our hearts
in seeing that Jesus “...for the joy that was set before
him endured the cross.” | am sure that the Apostle
Paul was not always pleased with his experiences,
but what gave him joy was seeing growth and stead-
fastness in the people he had taught and the antici-
pation of Christ’sreturn. Paul declared in Acts 20:24
“...that | might finish my course with joy....” In the
midst of the greatest problems with which we could
be surrounded, there is still the opportunity for us
to overflow with joy deep within. We also ought to
have joy that we arc in a race. We should keep run-
ning with joy the full course of that ministry which
we have received. Aswe read in Hebrews 2, we should
never slack off on the ministry.

Hebrews 2:1:

Therefore we ought to give the more earnest
heed to the things which we have heard, lest
at any time we should let them dip.

We should pay “the more earnest heed to the
things which we have heard,” namely, the accuracy
of God’'s Word, “lest at any time we should let them
dip.” All of us in this ministry have an abundance
of joy today compared with what we had before we
heard God's Word and the knowledge of how to live
according to its teaching. Therefore, we should be
absolutely “stedfast, unmoveable, dways abounding
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inthework of the Lord,” as| Corinthians 15:58 says,
giving the more earnest heed to that Word and
steadfastly applying it.

Hebrews 2:2-4.

For if the word spoken by angels was stedfast,
and every transgression and disobedience re-
ceived ajust recompence of reward;

How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation; which at the first began to be spoken
by the Lord, and was confirmed unto us by
them that heard him;

God aso bearing them witness, both with
signs and wonders, and with divers miracles,
and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his
own will?

We should aways be steadfast on God's Word for
it is that Word and the accuracy of it that makes
possible our joy and reoicing. What a wonderful
opportunity and privilege it isto have joy in the kind
of world in which we live. Generally, the people we
meet just don’'t have it. For us to have this joy is a
beautiful example of what God is not only able, but
willing to do for us His children. Wherever we go and
whatever we do, we have that joy within.

To manifest the joy within we must manifest the
love of God in the renewed mind. We do not hesitate

99



A Believer’'s Walk

love of God in the renewed mind. We do not hesitate
to speak God's Word, but we share it lovingly with
great joy. Then the people who receive it will aso
have great joy. Therefore, the angels will reoice;
God will regjoice; we will rejoice.

Those of us who are born again of God's Spirit
are lights shining in the darkness. We have to hold
forth God's light, which is His Word. We have to
manifest the greatness of the love of God which
isin Christ Jesus. That is our joy.

So don’t be discouraged or downcast. Don't let
people deceive you with the things which bring
superficia happiness. Just know that we have God's
joy on the insde. And we can manifest more and
more of that abundant joy daily as we walk on the
accuracy of God' s Word.
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Followersof Us

The Apostle Paul’ sfirst epistle to the Thessalonians
tells a dynamic story. The church at Thessalonica
was a living, faithful church, one who stood by Paul
and labored lovingly as they waited hopefully for
the return of Christ. Because the Thessalonian
church believed God' s Word as it was taught to them
by Paul and remained faithful to it, this church be-
came an example to other churches in that region
of AsaMinor. What did the believersin Thessalonica
do to become an example for others to model them-
selves after? The founding of the Thessalonian
churchistold in Acts 17.

Acts17:1 and 2:

Now when they [Paul and Silas|] had passed
through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the
Jews:

And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto
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them, and three sabbath days reasoned with about God's Word turning the world right side up.
them out of the scriptures. The world was aready upside down and topsy-
turvy when Paul came with the greatness of God's

Paul’ s manner gave his listeners time to consider Word to Thessalonica. He turned it upside down,
his words for he spent three Sabbaths in the syna- which ssmply means he got it right side up as it ought
gogue reasoning with them from the Scriptures. to have been.

Acts 17:3-6:

Opening and aleging, that Christ must needs
have suffered, and risen again from the dead;
and that this Jesus, whom | preach unto you,
is Christ.

And some of them believed, and consorted
with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks
agreat multitude, and of the chief women not a
few.

But the Jews which believed not, moved with
envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of
the baser sort, and gathered a company, and set
al the city on an uproar, and assaulted the
house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to
the people.

And when they found them not, they drew
Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of
the city, crying, These that have turned the
world upside down are come hither also.

Acts 17: 7-11:

[Paul and Silas] Whom Jason hath received:
and these all do contrary to the decrees of
Caesar, saying that there is another king, one
Jesus.

And they troubled the people and the rulers
of the city, when they heard these things.

And when they had taken security of Jason, and
of the other, they let them go.

And the brethren immediately sent away Paul
and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming
thither went into the synagogue of the Jews.
These were more noble than those in Thessa-
lonica, in that they received the word with all
readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures
daily, whether those things were so.

When men of God such as Paul and Silas ran into

trouble with people who were not appreciating God' s
Word, they ssmply moved on to another area, aways
looking for peoplewhowould receive the Word of

This scripture about turning the world upside
down is one | dways havein my mind when | tak
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God with all readiness of mind and study the Word
to make sure they were being taught God’ s truth.

Acts 17:12-15:

Therefore many of them [of Berea] believed;
also of honourable women which were Greeks,
and of men, not afew.

But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowl-
edge that the word of God was preached of
Paul at Berea, they came thither also, and
stirred up the people.

And then immediately the brethren sent away
Paul to go as it were to the sea: but Silas and
Timotheus abode there still.

And they that conducted Paul brought him unto
Athens. and recelving a commandment unto
Silas and Timotheus for to come to him with
all speed, they departed.

With all the havoc that the Jews at Thessalonica
were stirring up, it shows how steadfast and con-
vinced the believers in that place had to have been.
When we understand these circumstances and activi-
ties of the unbelievers in Thessalonica, we can more
fully appreciate the context in which Paul wrote
to the church there. Look now at the beginning of
the letter to the church at Thessalonica.
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| Thessalonians 1:1:

Paul, and Silvanus [Silas], and Timotheus,
unto the church of the Thessalonians which is
in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our
Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.

This sautation in itsdf is filled with wonderful
truths. The word “in” after “Thessaonians’ is the
Greek word en, which here should be trandated
“by.” The only way you ever have a church in
Thessdonica or any other place is by God the Father,
by what God does in the lives of people. The Church
then and now is by God the Father because we are
His Sons. We are also by the Lord Jesus Christ because
it is by believing on the Lord Jesus Christ—confessing
with our mouth Jesus as Lord and believing that
God raised him from the dead-that we are born
again.* What a tremendous greeting to the church
of Thessalonica.

The salutation continues, “..Grace be unto you,
and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus
Chrigt.” The firgt thing Paul tells the church isthat it

Romans 10:9 and 10: “That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth
unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation.”
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is an age of grace—not good works, but grace. The
grace, divine favor, charis, iswhat gives us the peace
spoken of in | Thessalonians 1:1 - People who try to
work for savation are never peaceful; they are
miserable. There is nothing more wonderful than to
have God's grace and be at peace within yourself:
you're not disturbed on the inside; you just know
that you know that you know that you are at peace
with God. That's what the Word says and that’ s what
it means and that’ s what gives us peace.

Verse 2.
We give thanks to God always for you all,
making mention of you in our prayers.

Paul gave thanks to God because he knew that it
was by God's grace that there was a church in Thessa-
lonica Giving “thanks to God aways’ does not mean
he was praying one hundred percent of the time; it
smply means that every time they—Paul, Silas,
and Timothy—thought of the Thessalonians, they
thanked God for them. The word “for” in this verse
is the word para which means to give thanks to God
“aong with” you; in other words “I give thanks to
God,” Paul says, “while you are thanking God, too,
in Thessalonica.”
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Verse 3:

Remembering without ceasing your work of
faith [believing], and labour of love, and pa
tience of hope in our Lord Jesus Chrigt, in the
sight of God and our Father.

The words “without ceasing” in this verse are
literdly “with careful attention and perseverance.”
Obvioudy, the expression “without ceasing” cannot
mean “al the time without stopping.” We have to
sleep and eat sometimes, and take care of other
matters. Paul is telling the church a Thessalonica
that he is remembering with careful attention, with
perseverance, “your work of [genitive of origin,
‘proceeding from’] faith [pistis, believing] ....” Paul
looked at the church in Thessalonica and he could see
the work that was being accomplished as a result of
their believing. That's why he prayed for them with
careful attention and perseverance.

“Labour of love, and patience of hope” literally
is “loving labor and hopeful patience of our Lord
Jesus Christ.” Paul is talking about their work pro-
ceeding from believing and their loving labor and
hopeful patience waiting for the Lord Jesus Christ.
The hope relates itself to something that could not
be had then, but which they were looking forward
to in the future, as recorded later in this epistle.
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| Thessalonians 2:19:

For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of
rejoicing? Are not even ye in the presence of
our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming?

They looked for Christ’s return, just as we do.
This is acting out of hope, anticipating that which
has not yet occurred.

That is why Paul calls the labor of the Thessa-
lonian church “loving labor with hopeful patience.”
They labored lovingly, holding forth God's Word
proceeding from their believing, hoping for the
return of Christ. This is exactly what we do today.
This record is as timely as if it had been written
today. Immediately upon this reference to the
hope, Paul reminds them of their sonship.

| Thessalonians 1:4:
Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of
God.

Why are they beloved? Because they have grace,
they have been begotten of God, they are His chil-
dren and therefore are beloved. The word “election”
simply means “chosen.” Colossians 3:12 tells us,
“Put on therefore, as the elect of God [the chosen
of God] ...” God called us and in His foreknowledge
He knew who would hear and accept. We were chosen
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by God Almighty who created the heavens and the
earth; who set the stars in their courses; who chose
us before the foundation of the world. When we fully
realize the greatness of being the elect, the called,
the chosen of God, we readily accept what God says
we arein Him.

Verse5:

For our gospel came not unto you in word
only, but also [kai] in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know
what manner of men we were among you for
your sake.

Greek always places the word “also,” kai, before
the word it emphasizes. A consistent English tranda-
tion would place it after the word it emphasizes,
so this verse actualy reads, “Our gospel came to you
not only in Word, but in power aso and in the
holy spirit.” The gospel came unto them not only
inword, but also in power, because the power wasin
the pneuma hagion, the holy spirit, God's gift in
manifestation.

Anybody can talk about the gospel, but that is
not the criterion for the truth of God’'s Word. There
must be signs, miracles, and wonders along with the
spoken Word or the talk is just talk. An example
of what happens when the Word is preached is
recorded in Acts 8.
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Acts 8:5 and 6:

Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria,
and preached Christ unto them.

And the people with one accord gave heed
unto those things which Philip spake, hearing
and seeing the miracles which he did.

The people in Samaria believed Philip’s teaching,
because they heard and saw the miracles which
Philip did. In | Thessalonians Paul talked about
these same kinds of signs, miracles, and wonders
when he says, “For our gospel came not unto you
in word only, but aso in power, and in the Holy
Ghost, and in much assurance....” The assurance
that Paul gave them in this verse is the full assurance
of the understanding to the end that they acknowl-
edged the mystery.

Colossians 2:2:

That their hearts might be comforted, being
knit together in love, and unto al riches of
the full assurance of understanding, to the
acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and
of the Father, and of Christ.

That assurance is the full assurance of the mystery:
God in Christ in you, the fullness of the gift of holy

spirit.
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In I Thessalonians 1 Paul continues reminding
the Thessalonians of how they had accepted God's
Word.

Verse 6:

And ye became followers [mimetes, imitators]
of us, and of the Lord, having received the
word in much affliction [in the midst of much
affliction] , with joy of the Holy Ghost.

Theword “followers’ is the Greek word mimetes
from which we get the word “mimic” in English.
It means “imitators.” Of course, here it is used in
a very positive sense of copying or modeling oneself
after someone else.

The people became imitators of Paul, Silas, and
Timothy, and thus of the Lord. Why? Because that
is a human reection. People watch and imitate people.
They look at us-how we present ourselves, how we
act, what we say, how we dress. If you are going to
catch fish, put good bait on the hook; if you are
going to hold forth the Word of God, put on and
act the Word. People have to seeiit in your face, your
walk, your whole manner. You can't tell them,
“Don’'t look at us; look at the Lord Jesus Christ.”
They can't seethe Lord Jesus Christ, but they can see
you. When Peter and John were going to the temple,
accordingto Acts 3, and they had the revelation to
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deliver the cripple at the Gate Beautiful, the first
thing Peter said to the man was, “Look on us.” They
first had to get the man’s attention, just as we have to
get people's attention by holding forth the greatness
of God' s Word with dl our personality, our drive, our
conviction, and our distinctive appeal to make the
beauty of that Word live.

As people get into the truth of God's Word, it
takes time for them to jell its greatness to the point
that they walk on it. They need lime to mature in
God' s household and in the knowledge of His Word.
In doing this they are to imitate the examples set
by the men and women of God who are responsible
to lead them. This does not mean that we take on our
leaders idiosyncrasies and faults. It means that
aswe learn principlesin God' s Word, we imitate those
men and women as we see them practice the truth. It
is a family learning situation, a growing experience.
We learn from those who have been practicing the
principles of God's Word longer than we have. In
doing this we become more and more perfected in
His Word. We become more and more like the Lord
Jesus Christ. In turn, as God's children, we become
more and more like our Heavenly Father, for we are
learning to walk in the perfection to which He has
called us. That is the pattern. We imitate the lives of
those whom God has set in His household as leaders
and overseers. They then imitate the Lord Jesus
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Christ by waking faithfully on God’'s Word. As al
of us do this, we are imitating the source of that
Word, God. Paul sets this pattern of imitation very
clearly in the first letter to the Corinthians.

| Corinthians 4:15-17:

For though ye have ten thousand instructors
in Chrigt, yet have ye not many fathers: for in
Christ Jesus | have begotten you through the
gospel.

Wherefore | beseech you, be ye followers
[mimetes, imitators] of me.

For this cause have | sent unto you Timotheus,
who ismy beloved son, and faithful in the Lord,
who shall bring you into remembrance of my
wayswhich be in Chrigt, as| teach every where
in every church.

As the man of God, Paul had fathered the Co-
rinthians in the Word. He had taught them the Word
and was their example. Therefore they were to imi-
tate him. They could do this as Timothy, who was
faithful in the Lord, brought to their remembrance
Paul’s ways in Christ. it was those ways in Christ
that they were to imitate. Paul mentions their imi-
tating him again later in | Corinthians.

| Corinthians 11:1:
Be ye followers [mimetes, imitators] of me,
even as| aso am of Christ.
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Paul imitated Christ as he walked steadfastly on
God’s Word. Because of his walk and his ministry,
Paul was able to crystallize these great truths in
Philippians.

Philippians 4:9:

Those things, which ye have both learned, and
received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the
God of peace shall be with you.

As more and more people grew up to serve in
positions of leadership in spreading God' s truth, they
also were acknowledged as great examples of the
Word. They were faithful to God's Word; they imi-
tated Paul as well as others who were living God's
Word, then they in turn became examples to the
Church.

In speaking of following other people’ s examples,
there is a record in God's Word where an entire
church in one area was told to imitate the churches
in another area.

| Thessalonians 2:14:

For ye, brethren, became followers [mimetes,
imitators] of the churches of God which in
Judea arein Christ Jesus....

Why did the church in Thessalonica imitate the
churches in Judea? Because in both places the
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churches had undergone similar experiences of
persecution, and both were “in Christ Jesus.” Yet
it was the churches in Judea, which had lived
God’'s Word for alonger period of time, that set the
example.

All of these great principles are pointed to one
god: that we, by living God's Word faithfully, will be
imitators of God.

Ephesians 5:1.
Be ye therefore followers [mimetes, imitators]
of God, as dear children.

What a wonderful truth! In an earthly family
the children imitate the ways of their parents. As
God'’ s children we are to imitate Him. Because God
is Spirit and cannot be seen, we can only do this by
living the greatness of His Word. Only one person
has ever done this perfectly, and that was the Lord
Jesus Christ. He imitated God by perfectly carrying
out God's Word. More and more we too can learn to
walk that same way. God has given us a tremendous
family in which to do it. We imitate those followers
of Christ who are maturely applying and living this
walk. While doing this, we continualy study God's
Word, put it on in our minds, and live it. As the
Word prevals in our lives, wewak in unity in the
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abundance of His Word as “imitators of God,”
our Father.

According to | Thessalonians 1.6, the church
in Thessalonica had received God's Word in spite
of the many afflictions that we read about in Acts 17.
They remained faithful to the truth they had been
taught by Paul, Silas, and Timothy. Now watch what
happened.

| Thessalonians 1:7 and 8:

So that ye were ensamples to al that believe
in Macedonia and Achaia

For from you sounded out [echoed] the word
of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia,
but aso in every place your faith [believing]
to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need
not to speak any thing.

Paul said there was no need to say anything further
about their believing because every one knew that
they were examples. Because of the example of their
believing, they sounded forth the Word of the Lord
in every place. It was spread abroad. Certainly, there
was some persecution, some affliction, but the
Word was spread abroad because the people in
Thessalonica believed and held it forth. Thessa
lonican believers had matured and therefore Thessa-
lonica had become a mgor center for the Church.
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Verse 9:

For they [those places which heard God's
Word because of the Thessaonian church]
themselves shew of us what manner of entering
in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God
from idols to serve the living and true God.

Paul and his helpers had turned the Thessalonians
from idols to serve the living and true God. Anything
we put before the God and Father of our Lord Jesus
Christ isan idol. Only holding forth the greatness of
God’'s Word will turn people from their idols “to
serve the living and true God.”

Verse 10:

And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he
raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered
us from the wrath to come.

Even with all the believing that turns people from
their idols to the true God, we still wait with hope,
waiting for His Son from heaven whom He raised
from the dead. As great as life is when we believe
God' s Word now, it will be even greater when Christ
returns to gather us.

Some people propound that we have to go through
the Revelation Period with all of the tribulation and
wrath of that time before Christ will return. But
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verse 10 plainly tdls us that we are delivered from the
wrath to come. That is God’'s unchangeable truth.
Even Christians who say they are going through the
tribulations and destruction of the Revelation Period
are not going through it because the Word says they
have already been delivered from it. The light afflic-
tions of our lime don't even slow us down because
we are delivered and because we have joy in the
holy spirit. We have the “sure” hope.

The church in Thessalonica stood strong. And as
they stood strong, their influence reached out over
that whole section of Asia Minor. They became
rooted in this wonderful Word; they declared it with
boldness, with loving labor, and with hopeful pa-
tience as they waited for the return of the Lord.

We can live victorioudy when we become imi-
tators of the Lord Jesus Christ and imitators of
men and women of God who both talk and live
the greatness of God's wonderful Word. We are
followers of the one true way. As we look for the
Lord Jesus Christ and wait for his return, the glory
of the Word will become written on our faces, our
souls, our whole lives. He will become reflected by
our entire, dynamic beings
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Abraham’sExamplecf Bdieving

One day while standing at the feet of the statues
in the town square in Worms, Germany, | pictured in
my mind the days and times of Martin Luther,
Melanchthon, John Knox, Calvin, and other men of
the Reformation. Of course, it was Martin Luther
who redlly fanned the flames when he nailed the 95
theses to the church door in Wittenberg and later
when he stood in tria before the religious henchmen
of his day. He declared boldly in front of them at
the close of his defense, “Here | stand. God help
me. | cannot do otherwise.” It was Martin Luther
who stood against the corruption of the institution-
alized Christianity.

Luther was a Roman Catholic and his idea was
amply to reform the Roman Catholic Church. But
one person can never, in limited time, reform an
established institution; it is impossible. Neither Jesus
Christ nor God Almighty ever established an institu-
tion or a denomination, but God did establish the
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truth of His Word and the fellowship of the like-
minded believers who are caled Christians in the
Bible. If Martin Luther had been able to live another
thirty, forty, sixty or one hundred years, he might
have brought about a magjor reformation. The one
of which he was a part was only a partial one.
He did not live long enough and neither did Knox,
Melanchthon, Calvin or Zwingli. Much of Protestan-
tism today still has vestiges of its Roman Catholic
background. But Martin Luther did see accurate
principles from God’'s Word. One he saw is found
in the Book of Romans which declares that man is
judtified by faith. Luther realized that salvation is
not of works, but by faith and by the grace of God.
Let us explore some of this greatness about righteous-
ness and salvation in the Word from the fourth
chapter of Romans.

Romans 4:1-3:

What shal we say then that Abraham our father,
as pertaining to the flesh, hath found?

For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath
wher eof to glory; but not before God.

For what saith the scripture? Abraham believed
God, and it [the believing] was counted unto
him for righteousness.

This section in Romans is a reference to a passage
in Genesis 15 which tells about God and His relation-
ship with Abraham.
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Genesis 15:6:
And he [Abraham] believed in the Lord; and he
[the Lord] counted it to him [Abraham] for
righteousness.

The word “believed” in Genesis 15:6 is the word
pisteuo in Romans 4:3. Now Abraham believed God
and it was counted or set to his account, for righ-
teousness. Romans 4 continues, showing the differ-
ence between receiving righteousness by works and
righteousness by grace.

Romans 4:4:
Now to him that worketh [he that does good
works] is the reward not reckoned of grace,
but of debit.

If we work for something, we have earned what
we receive. Abraham didn’t work for righteousness.
He believed God, and God did what? Counted it to
him or reckoned it unto him for righteousness.

Verses 5-7.

But to him that worketh not, but believeth on
him that justifieth the ungodly, hisfaith [believ-
ing] is counted for righteousness.

Even as David aso describeth the blessedness of
the man, unto whom God imputeth righteous-
ness without works,
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Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are
forgiven, and whose sins are covered.

That istremendous. Every time | read thiskind of
thing in the Word, especialy in the Book of Romans,
my mind remembers | John 1:9 where it says, “If
we confess our sins, he [God] is faithful and just
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.” In contrast to us in the Age of
Grace, Abraham was not cleansed. His sins were only
covered. Why were the Old Testament people not
cleansed? The cleansing was not available until Jesus
Christ came. So what did God do before Jesus Christ
made the cleansng available? By their beieving
God, God counted or reckoned unto them righteous-
ness. However, their sins were simply covered, not
cleansed. That is amajor difference between the Old
Testament and the Church to which you and | belong.
In the Old Testament when man believed God, God
reckoned righteousness and covered man’s sins.

You may say it doesn't make any difference, but it
surely does. The covering of sin is smply like tak-
ing a garbage can full of spoiled leftovers and pulling
the lid on it. In the Age of the Church of the Body
to which you and | belong, we receive not a covering
of our sin, but a cleansing from sin. We are washed
out with God's spiritua detergent. That which God
had wrought in Christ Jesus was so tremendous that
sin was all washed away, not simply covered.
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Verses 8-10:

Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not
impute sin.

Cometh this blessedness then upon the circum-
cison only, or upon the uncircumcision also?
for we say that faith [believing] was reckoned
to Abraham for righteousness.

How was it then reckoned [unto Abraham]?
when he was in circumcision [after he was
circumcised], or in uncircumcison? Not in
circumcision, but in uncircumcision.

Righteousness wasn't reckoned unto Abraham
after he was circumcised, but while he was ill
uncircumcised. The record we read in Genesis 15:6
came before the circumcision of Abraham, which is
recorded in Genesis 17.

Verse 11:

And he [Abraham]| received the sign of circum-
cison [after he was righteous|, a seal of the
righteousness of the faith [believing] which
he had yet being uncircumcised....

Abraham was circumcised as a seal or symbol of
his receiving righteousness from God.

Verses 11 and 12:
...that he [Abraham] might be the father of
al them that believe, though they be not cir-
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cumcised; that righteousness might be imputed
unto them aso.

And the father of circumcison to them who
are not of the circumcision only, but who aso
walk in the steps of that faith [believing] of our
father Abraham, which he had being yet
uncircumcised.

The whole statement which God is selling forth
in His Word is that it was not for Abraham’s works,
such as circumcision, that Abraham received righ-
teousness, because Abraham did works after he was
made righteous. The same holds true for us. We are
saved by grace, “...not of works lest any man should
boast.”

Verses 13 and 14:

For the promise, that he [Abraham] should be
the heir of the world, was not to Abraham, or
to his seed, through the law, but through the
righteousness of faith [believing].

For if they which are of the law be heirs, faith
[believing] is made void, and the promise
made of none effect.

The law didn't bring righteousness. Believing did.
Why? Read the next verse.
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Verse 15:
Because the law worketh wrath: for where
no law is, there is no transgression.

Y ou cannot have atransgression until you have a
law. In other words, if there is no stop sign, you
cannot break the law that says you must stop for
a stop sign. There has to be a law before a person
can break it.

Verse 16:

Therefore it [righteousness] is of faith, that
it might be by grace; to the end the promise
might be sure to al the seed [the believers|;
not to that only which is of the law, but to
that also which is of the faith [believing] of
Abraham; who is the father of us al [who
believe].

As the one to whom the promises were made,
Abraham believed God and became the father of all
who would believe, both of the circumcision and the
uncircumcision. His believing made it possible for
God to reckon righteousness unto him. When we
beieved to be saved, Abraham became our father
and we aso, as he did, received righteousness. How-
ever, this righteousness which we received was not
just reckoned to us, as it was to Abraham. Our
righteousness is born within for we have received
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the righteousness of God in Christ, and we have
Christ in us the hope of glory.*

Now that we are born again, we have the seed
from God in Christ in us which is the gift of holy
gpirit. Christ was of the seed of Abraham, both
according to his flesh and by his believing. And now
God has created Christ in us on account of our
believing. Therefore, it is by believing that we are of
the seed of Abraham.

Verse 17:
(As it is written, | have made thee [Abraham]
afather of many nations,) before him whom he
believed, even God, who quickeneth the dead,
and calleth those things which be not as though
they were.

God promised Abraham he would be the father
of many nations. Abraham never saw it come to pass
in his lifetime. That is why the word “hope” is used
inverse 18.

*|I Corinthians 5:21: “For he [God] hath made him (Jesus] to be sin
for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of
God in him [Christ].”

Colossians 1:27: “To whom God would make known what is the riches
of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ In you,
the hope of glory.”
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Verse 18:
Who [Abraham] against hope believed in hope
[in the hope that it would come to pass, he
believed]

The Word saysthat if you are born again of God's
Spirit, then Christ is coming back for you. God is
going to give you a body fashioned like unto Jesus
Chrig’ s glorious, resurrected body. That is our hope.
| have no problem with that. | have no problem with
the resurrection or the return of Christ, because that’s
no more difficult than trying to figure out how |
got here the first time out of a minute ovum and
sperm. Do you redly think that the same God who
made those natural laws cannot give us new bodies
when Christ returns? Your father and mother got
you here the first time. I'm pretty sure that God is
more capable than your parents. We redly don't
have to accept God’'s Word by blind faith as some
people suggest we do. The God of the Bible is a
God of law and order. Heisa God of cause and effect,
and you and | can know that we know that we know
we are born again. We can know that we are heaven-
bound. Don't let anyone tell you that you must
“accept it by faith.” That is contrary to the Word.
Abraham knew better than that. God said He would
make Abraham a father of many nations. Abraham
had hoped that this would come to pass, and he
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simply kept believing. We, likewise, have this same
kind of hope for Christ’s return.

Verse 18:

Who against hope believed in hope, that he
might become the father of many nations;
according to that which was spoken [by whom?
By God to Abraham], So shall thy seed [the
believers] be.

Abraham never saw God’ s promise come to pass,
but he steadfastly believed God. Abraham devised
and put into operation his own plans in trying to
carry out God's promise that he would be the father
of many nations. Abraham tried to have a son by
Hagar. | can appreciate this plan of Abraham. He was
being so typically human. He was trying to help God
out, give Him alittle assistance. But finally Abraham
got around to trusting God in this matter of physical
fatherhood when he was 99, close to 100. The next
verse in Romans 4 continues speaking of Abraham.

Verse 19:

And being not weak in faith [believing], he
[Abraham] considered not his own body now
dead, when he was about an hundred years
old, neither yet thedeadness of Sara's womb.
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God had told Abraham He was going to give him
seed and Abraham said, “Sarais not doing so well.”
So for many years he used his sense-knowledge and
tried to figure out how he could help fulfill God's
promise. At last Abraham got around to believing
that what God said He meant. | thank God when
anybody gets around to believing. | don't care if
he is 99; | don't care if heis 16. | just thank God
when people finally get to the place that they believe,
because when they start to believe they get results
from their believing just as Abraham did.

The promise which was made to Abraham, said
that God would make Abraham’s seed like the sand
of the seas, like the multitude of the stars. Even
though Abraham did not have one child, God said He
would make Abraham’s offspring beyond counting.
And He meant He would do it. So when Abraham
was 99 and Sara about 90, a son by the name of
Isaac came along. That is what the next verse speaks of.

Verse 20:

He [Abraham] staggered not at the promise
of God through unbelief; but was strong in
faith [believing] , giving glory to God.

Abraham simply praised God. He said, “God, |
just thank you for bringing this promise to pass.”

129



A Believer’'s Walk

Verse 21.

And being fully persuaded that, what he [God]
had promised, he [God] was able also to per-
form.

Thisverse contains the key to believing. Believing
isnot just amental process; it is complete persuasion.
Believing is being convinced of God's Word beyond
a shadow of doubt even if you never see it come to
pass. It is still God's Word, and it will have to come
to pass sometime. That istruly believing. All through
the years, Abraham was working on the promise of
God and finaly got to the place that he believed
that he believed that he believed, and he knew
beyond a shadow of a doubt that God's promise
would be redized. That is being fully persuaded.
What was he fully persuaded about? That what
God promised God was able to perform and He
would perform.

Verse 22:
And therefore it was imputed to him for righ-
teousness.

There it is-as plain as day. “Therefore it [Abra-
ham'’s believing] was imputed to him for righteous-
ness.”
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Verses 23-25:

Now it was not written for his sake alone, that
it was imputed to him;

But for us also, to whom it shall be imputed, if
we believe on him that raised up Jesus our Lord
from the dead;

Who [Jesus| was delivered [to the cross, was
delivered to death] for our offences, and was
raised again for our justification [when we
were justified] -

Then when Jesus Christ died, what about my
sins? What about my offenses? What about my
iniquities? What about my enmity against God?
Where did they go? They died with Jesus Christ.
He took it upon himself.

Jesus Christ was delivered for our offences and was
raised from the dead when we were justified. That is
it. Delivered for our offences and raised from the
dead when our justification was accomplished. And
that was after spending three days and three nights
in the grave. The whole law was fulfilled because
Christ was the end of the law. That is what Isaiah
was taking about when he wrote, “All we like
sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to
his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him [the
Messiah] the iniquity of us all.” Well, if God put on
Jesus the iniquity of usdl and then he bore our sins,
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where is our sin? It is on him. Praise the Lord! God
have mercy on those people who want to carry their
own sins. They have aload on their back, | guarantee
you. A person’s sin would burden anyone down.
Out of ignorance these poor souls do not redlize
what God redly did in Christ. When God's Word
talks about salvation by grace, there are no “buts.”
When Christ died, he died; when he became sin, he
became sin; and when God raised him from the dead
we were justified.

Romans 5:1:
Therefore being judtified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.

When we confessed Jesus as Lord and believed
God raised him from the dead, we were saved. By
that smple act of believing, God's grace made us
whole. God’'s Word says we were justified. And be-
cause of this, we have peace with God, made possible
by the works of our Lord Jesus Christ.

What a message to our time! Everybody talks
about peace. But there is no true peace without the
prince of peace. How in the world can we have peace
until Christ is settled in the innermost resources of
our souls and we have renewed our minds to know
that we have and we are what the Word of God says
we have and are? It says we have peace. So when the
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whole world around usis peaceless, what do we have?
Peace. When the old ship of life rocks and rolls, what
do we have? Peace. We have peace with God. That is
what a man needs today. That is what man’s soul is
really hungering for. That iswhy heislooking in all
the other fountains, but he cannot satisfy the thirst.
Only truth quenches thirst.

Romans 5:1 and 2:

Therefore being judtified by faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ:
By whom [the Lord Jesus Christ] aso we have
access by faith into this grace wherein we stand,
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

The words “by faith” must be deleted because
they are not found in the oldest texts. This should
read, “By whom [Jesus Christ] we have access aso
into this grace wherein we stand....” Because of what
Christ did for us, we stand in grace. | know of no
other way to stand than in grace, God' s divine favor.
People who think our stand and our approval comes
because of good works never stand. They are always
bowed over with this burden. But we not only stand,
we rejoice. We “...rgoice in hope of the glory of
God.”

Verse 3.
And not only so, but we glory in tribulations
aso....
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That doesn’'t mean we seek after tribulations.
But if the Devil loads it on us, because of people's
unbelief, we don’t complain about it. Do you know
why?

Verse 3:
...knowing that tribulation [which the Devil
heaps on us] worketh patience.

Tribulation makes us stand. If we never had an
enemy, we wouldn’'t know what it is to stand. We
would have no opportunity. That is the challenge
of tribulation.

Verses4 and 5:

And patience, [worketh] experience; and
experience, hope:

And hope maketh not ashamed; because the
love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Ghost [pneuma hagion] which is
[was] given unto us.

Do we have the holy spirit? God said He gaveit to
us. So by it, the holy spirit, the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts.

Verses 6-9:
For when we were yet without strength, in due
time Christ died for the ungodly.
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For scarcely for a righteous man will one die:
yet peradventure for a good man some would
even dareto die.

But God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners [dead in tres-
passes and sins, without God and without
hope], Christ died for us.

Much more then, being now justified by his
[Jesus Christ's] blood, we shall [absolutely]
be saved from wrath through him.

Do you know what it means to be saved from
wrath? The Book of Revelation gives some informa-
tion about the time of wrath. Some Christians teach
that we Christians must go through the tribulation
period. They get this idea from the word “tribula-
tion” in Romans 5:3. Well, we don’'t need to live
in the times of the Book of Revelation to get tribu-
lation, because some people will make sure we get
alittle tribulation now. Thereis a difference between
tribulation and wrath. Romans 5:9 says we shall be
saved from the wrath through Jesus Christ. That is
what it says and that is what it means. We are now
justified by his blood. That is why we are saved now.
We are not going through the wrath period. It doesn’t
matter whether the Lord comes today or a hundred
years from now. We still would not go through the
wrath period because we're saved from it and the
time of wrath hasn't yet come. It is going to start
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after the gathering together of the Church of the
Body. Let the unbelievers stay around; we are going
to take a better route together.

Verse 10:

For if, when we were enemies, we were recon-
ciled to God by the death of his Son, much
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by
hislife

In verse 9 we were told we are justified, and in
verse 10 we see we are reconciled. These are two
great words with tremendously deep meaning for
al of us. To be justified means to be freed from
blame, to be declared guiltless. To reconcile means
to bring back together from having been separated.
Man, after Adam’s fal, was separated from God,;
but now, in Christ Jesus, we are reconciled-brought
back together—with God.

Verse 11:

And not only so, but we also joy in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now
received the atonement.

“Joy” is another great word. When we know we are
justified and reconciled, we really have joy. We “joy
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ [who accom-
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plished it for us], by whom we have now received
the atonement.” 1sn’'t that a tremendous truth!

What we have read isjust part of the great truths
of Romans. We have received justification by the
blood of Jesus Christ and reconciliation through
Christ. The whole thing is taken care of by Christ
Jesus. You and | are born again of God's Spirit,
Jesus Christ being our surety. The Word of God says
we are not saved by works; we are saved by grace.
Abraham’s righteousness was given to him because
of his believing, not because of his works-and so
isours.
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Part |11
God’'s Srength in Us

Both the studies which make up this section stress
the strength which God has put in each of us, His
children. When we look at ourselves from a senses
point of view, we may feel smal and insignificant.
But this is a deception to men and women who are
born again of God' s seed. We have been given God's
sufficiency. So we look not at ourselves, but at
God and the promises of His Word.

When we ook at our flesh, we see “earthen ves-
sels’—simple, corruptible “clay pots.” But the power
inside is the power of God. Such a combination
God chose: our earthen vessels filled with God's
power! God is constantly trying to raise our vision
away from ourselves and unto Him. What a level at
which to livel What strength indeed we have, because
God is our strength and sufficiency.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

God [sOur Sufficency

From time to time those of us who have been
deeply moved by God's Word try to find words in
our vocabulary to express how we feel within our
hearts for God' s goodness to us. Asworkmen we have
studied God's Word. We have seen that the Pauline
epistles are such informative and uplifting revelations.
These epistles reveal the significance of what was
brought about because of Jesus Christ’s sacrifice of
himself. We could study the gospels until we were
exhausted, but we would never find reveded the
greatness that Christ was our substitute. We see this
only in the epistles. We would never see the reality
of the new creation within each of us believersin the
gospels. Again, it isin the epistles. In the gospels we
do not see the ministry of Jesus Christ for the saints
at the right hand of God; it is the epistles that show
the ministry of Jesus Christ as he is now seated with
God.

During the Gospel Period, people had no spirit
so the body-and-soul believers could only observe
lifefrom a senses point of view. Men in the gospels
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asked Jesus as recorded in John 6:30, “What sign
shewest thou then, that we may see, and believe
thee?” Time and time again inquirers asked for
tangible proof. Thomas insisted, “Except | shall see
in his hands the print of the nails..Jwill not believe.”
In the gospels, people had to see in order to believe.
But the Church epistles establish the order that a
person first believes and then he sees. Thus you and
| do not first see and then believe; we first believe
God's Word and then we see the truth of it bear fruit
inour lives aswe walk on it.

Another critical difference between the time of
the gospels and the time of the epistles pertains to
power. In the gospels, the people were overwhelmed
at the miracles that Jesus Christ did. They stood in
utter amazement at the power he had. In the gospels
it was Jesus Christ who controlled devil spirits; he
delivered people from sickness; he raised the dead.
The information that believers have God-given power
comes like a thunderbolt in the Church epistles.
In the gospels we see Jesus Christ as the conqueror.
We never see the revelation in the gospels that we
also, as born-again believers, are more than conquer-
ors, that we are to be filled with al the fullness of
God. Thisrevelation is given in the epistles, and the
epistles are addressed to us. They are addressed to
the Church of Grace which began on the day of
Pentecost.
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Thereis only onetrue God, and that God can only
be known from His Word. A person cannot get the
knowledge of God from any other source than God's
Word. | learned this from twenty years of experience
in reading around the Word. | once read what every
current book said, every popular magazine said,
and every mgor theologian said. | had negatively
positioned my mind to the point that | didn’t even
believe that the word “Holy” should be on the
Bible cover. So | know most of the arguments against
the redlity of God' s Word; I’ ve been there. But having
come to the position of accepting God's Word as His
will, I have something to say to our generation that
is absolutely true and that is absolutely sure: No
man can know God' swill without knowing His Word.

In understanding that God is our sufficiency,
thereisabasic truth in God’s Word which we believ-
ers must redlize. That truth is that God has given us
al things necessary for an abundant life. Look at
I Corinthians 3:5.

No that we are sufficient of ourselves to think
any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency
is of God.

That iswhat it says and that iswhat it means. Now
if I declare anything other than what the Word says,
either God'sWordislyingor | am. It is as smple as
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that. Perhaps | don't feel that my sufficiency is of
God. That makes it no less of God. Feelings do not
validate or invalidate God or His Word. Feelings
come and go, but the Word of God lives and abides
forever. When you begin to believe the Word, then
the manifestation of the greatness of the spirit from
God becomes aredlity.

According to Il Corinthians 3:5, our sufficiency is
of whom? “Of God.” Not that we would think any-
thing of ourselves, but God is our sufficiency. Our
sufficiency is not of ourselves; it is not of any other
individual; it is of God.

If God says we have His sufficiency, how much do
we have? His sufficiency. | would say that more suffi-
ciency than that is impossible to come by. Now what
does God's sufficiency include? Ephesians 1:6 tells
us part of it.

To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein
he hath made us accepted in the beloved.

The Bible says God has made us accepted. Well, if
I’m going to be sufficient, | have to be accepted by
God. It has nothing to do with my fedlings; He smply
caused me to become this way. In Christ Jesus |
came from God's spiritual factory having what God
says| have. He made me accepted. Since that is what
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the Bible says, that is what it means. Isn't that
wonderful? Ephesians 1 further explains how we
are sufficient.

Ephesians 1:7 and 8:

In whom we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness [remission] of sins,
according to the riches of his grace;

Wherein he hath abounded toward us in al
wisdom and prudence.

Besides being redeemed, we aso have been ac-
cepted, and we have received remission of sins. All
of these qualities contribute to our sufficiency.

Ephesians 1:9 and 18:

Having made known unto us the mystery of
his will, according to his good pleasure which
he hath purposed in himself:

The eyes of your understanding being enlight-
ened; that ye may know what is the hope of
his caling, and what the riches of the glory of
his inheritance in the saints.

We are aso to know the hope of His caling and the
greatness of our inheritance from God. There is
another trandation which says we should “enjoy our
share of the inheritance.” In order to enjoy our
ghare of the inheritance, we must first of al, find out
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how much that inheritance is, and then we have to
develop the ability to use it wisdy. The second
chapter of Ephesians unfolds more of these great
truths.

Ephesians 2:6:

And [God] hath raised us up together, and
made us Sit together in heavenly places in
Christ Jesus.

Even while we are here on earth as ambassadors,
as far as God is concerned, we are already seated
in the heavenlies. God has aready placed us in the
heavenlies while we are yet working down here. That
isgood spiritual insurance. It is a tremendous guaran-
tee. Should we be discouraged? Why, if nobody
believed God' s Word, itis still God’s Word, and I'm
till seated in the heavenlies. | want to tell you, we
cannot lose.

Ephesians 2:19:

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and
foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints,
and of the household of God.

This is part of our sufficiency which is of God.
Isn't it wonderful to belong to God and His house-
hold? We' ve got blue-ribbon credentials.
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| am still choosing a few of the scriptures that
demonstrate the sufficiency which we Church mem-
bers have.

Colossians 1:12:

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath
made us meet [adequate, sufficient] to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in
light.

God has made us adequate to share in His inheri-
tance. He made us sufficient. Isn’'t that wonderful ?

Colossians 1:13:

[God] Who hath delivered [past tense] us
[rescued us] from the power of darkness, and
hath trandated us [given us citizenship] into
the kingdom [by the work] of his dear Son
[or “by the love of His Son”].

God has ddlivered us, rescued us, from the power
of darkness. We are delivered and given citizenship
in His kingdom.

Colossians 1:14:

In whom we have redemption through his
blood, even the forgiveness [remission] of
sins.

God casts our sinsfrom us as far asthe east isfrom
the west and as deep as the deepest sea, and He will
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remember them no more. So if God Almighty, who
gave me sonship, refuses to remember my sSins,
then I’ ve got to be foolish to continue remembering
them. | shouldn’'t want to live below par when God
has made it possible for me to be more than a con-
queror. This certainly would be a tremendous contra-
diction of the revelation addressed to the Church.
Look at Colossians 2:10.

And ye are complete in him, which [who] is
the head of all principality and power.

We are complete in Christ Jesus. Well, if we are
complete, we are not lacking even one thing, we are
sufficient. If we lacked one thing, we would be
deficient instead of sufficient.

Thereason | have dl these good things is that God
gave them to me. | am what the Word of God says |
am. And it says | am—we are-complete. So how can
a Chrigtian pray, “O Lord, give mo this, give me
that”? Our God has already made everything available
in Christ Jesus. When we were born again of God's
Spirit, we received God in Christ in us, the hope of
glory. That is the completeness. Our prayer of believ-
ing is simply one of thanking God for what He has
already given us according toe our knowledge of
His Word. When we thank Him for what is aready
avallable, our request is filled and comes into manifes-
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tation in our lives. We are complete in Christ Jesus.
WEe've got to start walking with that completeness—
not by the letter of the law but the spirit of life,
which is the love of God shed abroad in our hearts.
This walk includes living with tenderness, peace,
love, forgiveness, and understanding.

What we look at iswhat we become. If | am with
people who are aways negative, | will be influenced
by that negativism. If a person lives long enough with
people who have ticks, that person will eventualy
get ticks too. But if a person immerses his mind in
the Lord Jesus Christ, he'll move from glory to glory.
He will reflect the greatness of Christ within. Then a
lot of these things which obstruct most people will
just fal by the wayside, and life will begin to have
ajoy and aglow toiit.

The glory walk is more than an earthly existence
where we endure life’ s troubles just because we want
to try to live through another day of confusion.
Rather, life becomes a time for thanksgiving, atime
of joy, and atime of blessing, because we are changed
into what we look at which is the Lord Jesus Christ
and what he accomplished for us and in us. Then
we become as he is and manifest what he is. We
hold forth the greatness of God’s Word which is con-
tained in the revelation addressed to the Church.
Remember the little old poem:
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God has no hands but our hands
With which to give them bread.
He has no feet but our feet with
which to move among the
almost dead.
We say that we are Hisand Heis
ours—
Deeds are the proof of that, not words
And these are the proving hours.

God wants us to exude the beauty of Christ which
isin us so that we can enjoy life and so will others
who observe us and who choose to walk in that same
deliverance. This we are able to do, because God is
our sufficiency.
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WeHave ThisTreasure
In Earthen VesAs

Few Christians have ever come to an awareness
of the greatness of their position in Christ. Lack of
this knowledge has caused many of them to live
far below par. They have magnified their own weak-
nesses and shortcomings above the greatness of what
God made them when they received Christ in them,
the hope of glory.*

[1 Corinthians contains a passage which sometimes
seems like a paradox. On one hand we know that
the Word teaches certain positive things that we as
believers are, but then we read a scripture like verse 7
in 1l Corinthians 4.

[l Corinthians 4:7:
But we have this treasure in earthen vessals....

*Colossians 1:27: “To whom God would make known what is the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ
in you, the hope of glory.”
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The point that has already been emphasized from
this verse is that we are frail like earthen vessdls.
Through the years we have been taught that we are
just poor Christians and told, “Well, we can’t do very
much because we're just simple earthen vessels.” But
there is more to this verse than that. Look at the rest
of that verse.

...that the excellency of the power may be of
God, and not of us.

Now we are cognizant of agreat redity. | Ssmply
believe that | am what the Word says | am; | believe
| have what the Word of God says | have; | believe
| will be what the Word of God says | will be. And
| believe that | have the power that the Word of God
says 1 have even though | am an earthen vessel. The
critica factor is that the excellency of the power
in us is not of ourselves, but of God. Our excellency
isof God and He is within us through Christ.

Now to make the greatness of thiswonderful verse
of truth come alive, we need to view it in context. So |
would like to go back two chapters to Il Corin-
thians 2.

I Corinthians 2:14:

Now thanks be unto God, which [who] always
[not just once in a while, but always| causeth
us to triumph in Christ....
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Then don't let anybody come around and tell you
that you as a Christian have to be downtrodden,
that you have to be filled with worry, anxiety, fear
and frustration; those negatives have to be for some-
body else, not us, because God always causes us to
triumph. And when you triumph, you triumph.
When the winners trophies are passed out, you
receive one, for you have won, you have triumphed.

God's Word says that God always causes us to
triumph. Now is God a liar or did He tell the truth?
Y ou have to become so convinced that the Word of
God is the will of God that you just believe what it
says. Then the Word can start coming into fruition,
into manifestation, into concretion, in your life.
God' s Word never comes into concretion until we say
what His Word says and we act on it.

A lot of people may speak those words, but then
they don't act accordingly. They mentally assent to
what God’'s Word says, yet they add the word “but.”
There can be no “but’s’” about it. When God said it,
He meant it, and that settles it. God always causes
us to triumph in Christ.

[l Corinthians 2:14:

Now thanks be unto Gad, which always causeth
us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest
[brings into evidence] the savour of his knowl-
edge by usin every [without exception] place.
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Glory, what a ministry! The word “savour” is
“fragrance.” God makes manifest the fragrance, the
sweet odor, of His knowledge. The moment we walk
out on the Word, we exude a sweet fragrance with
which no costly perfume can compare. But the key
isthat this fragrance of the knowledge of God has to
be manifested by us. We are the ones who have to
tell this knowledge, we have to hold it forth, we have
to share it and live it. Then that knowledge is the
sweetest fragrance in absolutely every place. That
is God' s Word!

Il Corinthians 2:15 and 16:

For we are unto God a sweet savour [fragrance]
of Christ, in them that are saved [being made
whole] ,and in them that perish [are perishing]:
To the one [the unbeliever who is perishing]
we are the savour [Here the usage is “smell”
or “odor.”] of death unto death; and to the
other [the believer who is being made whole]
the savour of life unto life....

To those people on the outside who will not be-
lieve God's Word, we stink because they don’t want
to believe the Word of God. They don’t even want
to hear it. But, on the other hand, for those who will
be saved and those who are saved, we are a fragrance
of life. God gave us life in Christ Jesus. He changed
us. Hetook usout of hell and set us on the road to
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heaven. Even though we are earthen vessels, the
excellency of the power is still of God. But without
that earthen vessel there would be no power in
manifestation. God needs us to manifest His Word
and power.

After Il Corinthians 2:16 describes our smell
of death to death and life to life, it ends with, “...And
who is sufficient for these things?’

WEell, who is sufficient for these things? We are.
That is right. It isn't a question that has a negative
answer, such as, “Nobody is sufficient or redly
capable.” That is not what the Word says. It simply
asks, “Who is sufficient for these things?” Well, we
are. Why? Because inside our earthen vessel is God in
Christ in us. Our sufficiency is not of our own doing.
It states thisin the third chapter of 11 Corinthians 3.

[I Corinthians 3:5:

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think
any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency
is of God.

Isn’t that wonderful! Our sufficiency comes from
God. Bless your heart, how big is our God? Then how
sufficient is our sufficiency? It must be sufficiently
sufficient. That it is. This is what God says in His
Word. Sufficient is what we are; sufficiency is what
we have.
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Returning to the second chapter of 11 Corinthians,
we read how a believer smélls like death to the un-
believer and like life to the believer. The context
continues.

Il Corinthians 2:17:

For we are not as many, which corrupt the
word of God: but as of sincerity, but as of
God, in the sight of God speak we in Christ.

For we are not as many, which [who] corrupt the
word of God....” There must have been alittle corrup-
tion in the days of the Apostle Paul. Times haven't
changed. This word “corrupt” literally means “to
adulterate”: “For we are not as many who have
adulterated the Word of God....”

Now the word “adulterated” is interesting. It is
used in Greek literature when a tavern-keeper watered
down or diluted the wine. “We are not as many who
have watered down the Word of God.” That is what
some people were doing. Paul is referring to those
who were diluting the greatness of God’'s Word.
That redly speaks clearly like a clarion horn. Most
of so-called Christianity has devitalized the greatness
of God' sWord to being nothing but religious formal-
ities or emotionalism. Few have come to understand
and teach the Word in its integrity and power. As a
result most Christians have led very defeated lives
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with little understanding of the greater realities of
life. Sometimes we may think the Word ought to be
watered down a little because it's just too good to
be true. Wdll, in redlity, it is so good that it is true.
We cannot settle for half of the Word of God. It is
either God' sWord or it isn't. We don't add impurities.
We just speak what God said and what God did.
That iswhat it says: no diluting.

Il Corinthians 3:1 and 2:

Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or
need we, as some others, epistles of commenda
tion to you, or letters of commendation from
you?

Y e are our epistle written in our hearts, known
and read of all men.

People who are born again of God's Spirit and who
hold forth God's Word are epistles. We are living
epistles. People read our lives, they see us. We are
“known and read of al men.” Most people never
crack the cover of God's Book; even if they did, they
wouldn’t understand it. So do you know what they
are going to read? They are going to read your life
and my life, your actions and my actions. They
are going to observe us. Where do we stand? What do
we say? How do we act? Are we the epitomization
of love or do we just talk about it? A short poem |
once found summarizesthis.
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We are writing a gospel; a chapter each day,
By the deeds that we do; by the words that we say.
People read what we write, whether faithless or true.
Say! What is the gospel according to YOU?

We are what is “known and read of all men.”

Il Corinthians 3:3-6:

Forasmuch as ye are manifestly declared to be
the epistle of Christ ministered by us, written
not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living
God; not in tables of stone, but in fleshy tables
of the heart.

And such trust have we through Christ to
God-ward:

Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think
any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency
is of God;

Who also hath made us able ministers of the
new testament [by a new covenant]

The thing that makes us able ministers is the
enablement. It is that spirit within us from the living
God that is our enablement; this enablement makes
it possible for us to minister effectively.

[l Corinthians 3:6:

Who aso hath made us able ministers of the
new testament; not of the letter, but of the
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spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth
life.

The letter of the law iswhat Paul istalking about.
He is talking in context about “tables of stone.”
Well, what tables of stone were written? The ten
commandments. Moses brought them down from the
mountain, and then had to go up for a second set.
“[God has] made us able ministers by a new cove-
nant; not [ministers] of the letter [of the law] but
of the spirit: for the letter [the law] killeth, but the
gpirit giveth life.” Any person who puts himself back
under the law gets killed in the process. Under the
law they must work and live according to the flesh,
their five senses. Romans 8 says, “For to be carnaly
[fleshly] minded is death...” In doing this they
live below par and never manifest the effulgence of
the glory of the presence of Christ within.

Romans 10:4 saysthat Christ isthe end of the law
to everyone who believes. If he is the end, he is the
end. If someone wants to be put under the law,
God's Word aready tells us what is going to happen
to them. They are just going to die. For there is no
lifein that law. Life is in the Spirit of God in Christ
in the believer.

Il Corinthians 3:7 and 8:
But [in contrast] if the ministration [or admin-
igration] of desth [talking about the law,
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tables of stone], written and engraven in stones,
was glorious, so that the children of Israel
could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses
for the glory of his countenance; which glory
was to be done away:

How shall not the ministration [administration]
of the spirit be rather [more] glorious?

We ought to be lit up like fluorescent bulbs.
Moses came down from the mountain with the
ten commandments on two tables of stone, holding
the glory of that administration of the law in his
hands. The reflection upon Moses face from those
stones on which those ten commandments were
written was so great that the people could not ook
on his countenance. They had to cover their eyes and
squint to look at his face. If that law) which the Word
sayskilleth ‘was so0 bright, what about the administra-
tion in which we now live? Even though it was so
glorious that the children of Israel couldn’t look on
Moses face, that glory is nothing in comparison with
the glory that excels in the Grace Administration,
since the day of Pentecost, in which you and | live.
That is tremendous! | didn't write the Book, and |
didn’'t die for you, and | didn’t bring it to pass.
But, thisiswhat God’'s Word says, and it isas plain
as can be.
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“How shall not the ministration of the spirit be
more glorious?” That is why you shine. “Living
epistles,” remember? We radiate, we effervesce, we
glow. Christ in us makes us bubble. That is what
we have in the spirit. Isn’t that beautiful ?

Il Corinthians 3:9-15:

For if the ministration of condemnation be
glory, much more doth the ministration of
righteousness exceed in glory.

For even that which was made glorious had
no glory in this respect, by reason of the glory
that excelleth.

For if that which is done away [the law] was
glorious, much more that which remaineth is
glorious.

Seeing then that we have such hope, we use
great plainness of speech:

And not as Moses, which put a vail over his
face, that the children of Israel could not
stedfastly look to the end of that which is
abolished:

But their minds were blinded: for until this
day remaineth the same vail untaken away in
the reading of the old testament; which vail
isdone away in Christ.

But even unto this day, when Moses is read,
the vail is upon their heart.
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Those people who were still putting themselves
under the law could never see God’'s Word rightly
divided to the Church of the Body. You cannot
see the Age of Grace through the law; you have to
see it through Christ Jesus and the holy spirit.

I Corinthians 3:16:
Nevertheless when it [their heart] shal turn
to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away.

Then our eyes will have unobstructed vision and
see clearly.

Il Corinthians 3:17:
Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.

We talk about people being set free! The Spirit
of the Lord sets us at liberty from the law. “Where
the Spirit of the Lord is, thereis liberty.”

Il Corinthians 3:18:

But we al, with open face [without a vell]
beholding as in a glass [mirror] the glory of
the Lord, [and] are changed into the same
image from glory to glory, even as by the
Spirit of the Lord.
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That iswhat | call the glory walk, We become what
welook at. If we look at miseries and fears, what will
we reflect? Thisis a rule which works with absolute
reliability for saint and sinner alike. It has nothing
to do with being a Christian or non-Christian. We are
changed into the same image as we behold. As we
look at the Lord Jesus Christ, we become areflection
of the glory of Christ. It iswritten all over our faces,
it is written in our lives. We are changed into the
same image, and it is from glory to glory. If today
is good, just think of how good tomorrow is going
to be! Our lives become more glorious each day.

Il Corinthians 4:1:
Therefore seeing we have thisministry...

We do not have to beg God for His ministry;
we do not have to attend a theological seminary
to get it. The Word of God says we aready have
the ministry.

Il Corinthians 4:1-5:

Therefore seeing we have this ministry as we
have recelved mercy, we faint not;

But [we] have renounced the hidden things of
dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, nor
handling the word of God decetfully [by
adulterating it]; but by manifestation of the
truth commending ourselves to every man's
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conscience in the sight of God.

But if our gospel be hid [velled], it is hid
[veiled] to them that are lost [perishing]:

In whom the god of this world hath blinded
the minds of them which believe not, lest
the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is
the image of God, should shine unto them.

For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus
the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus
sake.

We don’t go around in the community and say,
“Look, I know it all.” No, we don’t preach ourselves,
we preach Christ Jesus. Of course, God has to com-
municate His will by way of His Word to a person,
and that person has to carry through on the know!-
edge received. For example, when we are out witnes-
sing, we are doing the witnessing. But we do not
preach ourselves or another person or an organiza-
tion; we preach God' s Word. We hold forth the Word,
which is Christ Jesus.

“And ourselves your servants for Jesus sake’
shows that we are servants to the fellow-believers.
We are sons in our relationship with God, but we are
servants to our fellowmen. | am your servant; | have
to let you lean on me until you learn to walk; | have
to give you milk until you get to the meat stage.
Wherever you go, remember you are a servant to your
fellowmen.

164

We Have This Treasure in Earthen Vessals

People have to depend on you until they grow
strong enough to walk on God' s Word on their own.
We are a family. You have to care for the spiritual
children with real patience and wisdom. If you're
caring for a baby, would you give him aknife, afork,
and a beautiful linen napkin on an expensive linen
tablecloth? Of course not. So, if we slowly nurture
our physica children, what about our spiritud
children? We have to bottle-feed them too. We have
to follow through on the whole procedure until
they learn to walk on their own.

Why can’'t we love the young children of God in
the same way? Why can’'t we overlook their growing
pains? People may grumble, “I thought you taught
so-and-so God's Word and, look, he's not doing
anything. Explain that.” | don’'t have to explain it.
The person was a young child spiritually, and it was
my responsibility to watch over him. But when he
was skidding around, | didn’'t beat him to death.
We nurture the young; we love them and pick them
up when they stumble. When a little toddler falls,
we don’'t spank him; we go help pick him up and
encourage him. But somehow or other, we think that
a Christian should walk like God Almighty from the
moment he is born again. How ridiculous! The point

is that you never learn to walk until you start walk-
ing. If you are afraid of mistakes, you will never
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grow, because you never exercise. We cannot be
servants unless we walk.

I Corinthians 4.6:

For God, who commanded the light to shine
out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

What a tremendous “shining-in.” God has shined
in our hearts, He has done it, “to give the light of
the knowledge.” My friends, unless the light of that
knowledge is given to others by those of us who have
had it shinein our hearts, the light of that knowledge
just isn’t going to be spread. God’'s Word isn’t going
to be heard unless we tell it. And we can tdl it
because we have heard it.

[l Corinthians 4:7:
But we have this treasure in earthen vessdls....

We have this treasure of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ; we have this
treasure, God's Word, the holy spirit within. To be
Sons of God and servants to our fellowmen, we have
this treasure “in earthen vessels” We know our
human frailties, we know our shortcomings, and we
know that at times we get weary even though we
shouldn’t get weary. The earthen vessels may seem
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weak, but inside is Christ in us the hope of glory.
That iswhy we must read the latter part of verse 7.

...that the excellency of the power [in making
known the greatness of His Word and power]
may be of God, and not of us.

Within our own selves there would not be that
strength; but when it is Christ in us, then he is our
strength-he infuses his strength in us. He is the
Word within us; he is the power; he is everything
the Word saysheis. And dl of that isin us, in earthen
vessels, that the power may be of God.

The signs, miracles and wonders which are coming
to pass around the world are happening because sons
of God are believing God's Word and are telling
His Word as it is purely written, not adulterated.
The people whose eyes are not blinded are seeing
it. The Word promises, “Blessed are they which do
hunger and thirst after righteousness. for they shall
befilled.” So if you want to befilled, just get hungry
and thirsty. Y ou will be filled according to the degree
of your hunger. Once you have learned a bit of truth
from God's Word, you never need to hunger and
thirst for that truth again. In your continued spiritual
growth you will simply hunger for more and more
truth and knowledge from the Word of God. But
once you have tasted of that food, once you have
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had a drink of that water of life, at that point you
will never need to hunger or thirst again—provided
the nourishment is the rightly-divided Word. What
a privilege we have to live in this day and to be
able to hold forth God's Word. This is the most
momentous opportunity God could ever give to
anyone. He has given this to us, earthen vessals,
simple clay jugs. But on the inside, it is God in
Christ in us. What excellency of power!
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Part |V
TheGreatnessof theChurch of Grace

Only with an accurate understanding of God's
Word can we fully appreciate how great and how
wonderful the Age of Grace in which we are living
truly is. Chapter 10, “The Church” is a primer of
basc knowledge for a believer. Its divisons give
an index into the breadth of this study: To or for
whom are th books of the Bible written, The three
doctrinal epistles, The Word “mystery,” The word
“church,” The great mystery, The great mystery
hid, The Church of the Body terminates, plus two
afternotes about man’s day and the Lord’s Day, and
ending with an appendix.

“God's Dwelling Place” explains why God yearned
for the coming of the Church of Grace. Ever since
the fal of man, God sought a permanent dwelling
place in order to have fellowship with His children.
He gave Moses instructions to build a tabernacle.
He gave Solomon instructions to build the temple
in Jerusdlem. But these were temporary meeting
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places for God and His children. God's perfect plan
came about on the day of Pentecost when His spirit
was placed within each believer. Now He has a per-
manent dwelling place within each of us and we can
commune with God in spirit and in truth.

This book appropriately culminates with “The
Final Victory,” which is a thrilling look, verse by
verse, a | Corinthians 15. God does not want us
ignorant concerning the end of time. So this chapter
in | Corinthians tells the sequence of events of the
last times and thereby gives us great comfort and
encouragement to live with al our being for the
Lord.

God has given us believers in the Church of Grace
so much knowledge and power—in fact, all things
that pertain to life and godliness. How grateful we
are! Let us always abound in the work of the Lord
as we look forward to the final victory.
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The Church;

The Great Mystery Revealed
INTRODUCTION

When the great mystery of the Body of Christ was
first declared by the Apostle Paul at Ephesus, the
record in Acts 19 states, “So mightily grew the
Word of God and prevailed,” to the end that “all
they which dwelt in Asia heard the word of the
Lord Jesus, both Jews and Greeks [Gentiles].” Yet
some years later, before the close of his life, Paul
declared in his second letter to Timothy, “that all
they which are in Asia be turned away from me.”
When followers of Paul’ sturned away even before the
end of his lifetime, they lost the excitement and the
full comprehension of Paul’s revelation concerning
the mystery. Thus the mystery was really forgotten.

The failure of Paul’s followers to adhere to the
good news of the great mystery resulted in their
turning to error. In 1l Timothy 2:18, Paul speaks
of those “who concerning the truth have erred.”
In chapter 3, verse 8, he speaks of those who “resist
thetruth.” In chapter 4, verse 4, he speaks of those
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who “turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables.”

When the first century believers stopped walking
in the light of the great mystery, as the epistle to the
Ephesians unfolds it so fully, they lost the power
which comes with understanding the mystery which
is the center of al true Christian faith, the one
Body of Christ.

The immediate consequence of the loss of this
truth brought about many erroneous doctrines. It
initiated the different so-called “bodies,” consequent-
ly causng many divisons and schisms within the
Church. Instead of rightly dividing the Word of
Truth and recognizing the one Body which God
made, as disclosed in Ephesians 4.4, men established
their own ecclesiastical bodies and sects.

After losng the knowledge of the mystery and the
Church of Grace, the next major loss was the truth
concerning the believer's perfect standing before
God through Christ. The truths that God justifies
every believer by the faith of Jesus Christ and that
He saves every bdiever by grace were buried asunder.
After failling to understand these truths, unlearned
teachers began to propagate error regarding the
Lord’'s promised return from heaven, the gathering
together, and the resurrection. Preparation for
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death and judgment replaced the great hope of the
blessed return of Christ. Spiritual darkness engulfed
the Christian world, and “religion” (man-made
forms of worship) defined most of Chrigtianity. This
pervasive spiritual darkness is yet around us and
forms of worship) defined most of Chrstianity. This
pervasive spiritual darkness is yet around us and
upon us. We Christians have not recaptured the basic
truth of the revelation of the great mystery. The
first truth to be lost is usually the last to be regained,
S0 it needs to be recovered and taught to people
who love God and want to understand the doctrines
of Hisinspired Word.

Before the Lord Jesus Christ ascended into heav-
en, he made the solemn declaration given in John
16:12-15.

| have yet many things to say unto you, but
ye cannot bear them now.

Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come,
he will guide you into al truth: for he shall
not speak of himsealf; but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew
you things to come.

He shal glorify me: for he shall receive of
mine, and shall shew it unto you.

All thingsthat the Father hath are mine: there-
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fore said |, that he shdl take of mine, and
shall shew it unto you.

Every sincere believer must ask himself the ques-
tion as to when, where, and how this promise of the
Lord Jesus Christ was fulfilled. What is meant by
“dl truth” or, as the Revised Version has it, “al the
truth,” into which the Holy Spirit was to guide?
It certainly could not mean that the Holy Spirit
would show one truth to one person and another
truth to another person, and that these truths would
be so different that Christians would form into
splinter groups, each adhering to his special, unhar-
monious revel ation.

The words of Christ’s promise “he will guide...
he shall speak...he will show you” are definite. So
we have only one place to look for the answer,
namely, the epistles which are addressed to the
Church of the Body. In these seven epistles* we have
the perfect truth into which the Spirit was to guide
and lead. These seven epistles contain all the truth
Christ could not speak while on earth, for the time
had not yet come for this revelation. These Church
epistles contain “the things to come’ which the
Spirit was to give by revelation, which would “glori-
fy” Christ.
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To or For Whom
Are the Books of the Bible Written?

Much of our modern-day confusion about the
Church is brought on by our not knowing that
different parts of the Bible are addressed to different
groups of people. The Church epistles which are
specificdly addressed to the believers are being
grouped together with sections of the Bible which
are smply written for the believer’s learning. There
are seven epistles addressed directly to the Church:
Romans, Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philip-
pians, Colossians, and Thessalonians. Yet the four
gospels, and especidly the Sermon on the Mount,
the Apostles Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the
ten commandments are frequently accepted as being
the basic doctrines of Christianity instead of the
knowledge revealed in those epistles specifically and
directly addressed to the Church. Thus, today there
is such ignorance among most Christians concerning
what Christ accomplished for us. The believers,
not knowing their standing in Christ, their com-
pleteness and perfection in him, are blown about
with every wind of doctrine. Only the understanding
and acceptance of the great revelation given in the
Church epistles will ever ddliver a believer from all
the new sects, doctrines, theories, and schools of
thought which have led us away from the inspired
Biblical doctrine.
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The seven Church epistles are set in the Bible in
the perfection of their spiritual truth. In none of the
manuscripts of the New Testament does the order
of these seven Church epistles ever vary, athough
the order of other books in the New Testament
does. This phenomenon aone should speak clearly
to our spiritua ears.

Three of the Church epistles-Romans, Ephesians,
and Thessalonians—are doctrinal in content. These
three contain the basic doctrinal teaching to the
Church as compared with the other four epistles—
Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, and Colossians.

The order of this revelation in the Word of God
isas follows: Romans sets forth the great doctrine
and teaching to the Church on how to believe rightly;
Corinthians gives reproof to the Church because of
itsnot following the truth of Romans;, and then
Galatians establishes the correction as to how to
return to the right believing of the doctrina truths
of Romans.

This pattern of these first three books to the
Church giving doctrine, reproof, and correction is
exactly the same for Ephesians, Philippians, and
Colossians.
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The first step of degradation, when the Word of
God is wrongly divided, is to practice error. After
practicing error for a period of time, people make a
doctrine of it; finally doctrinal. errors manifest them-
selves in creeds, rules, and commandments of men

Thessalonians stands aone inits teaching of
doctrine, without epistles following for reproof and
correction. Later we shall describe why Thessa-
lonians is the last Church epistle even though it may
have been written first, and why it has no companion
epistles of reproof and correction.

DOCRINAL REPROOF CORRECTION
EPISTLES EPISTLES EPISTLES
How to believe Point out the practi- Correct doctrinal er-

rightly cal error resulting ror resulting from
from wrong believ- wrong practice, fail-
ing, failing to adhere ing to adhere to the

to therevelation in revelationinthe

the doctrinal epistles
espitles

ROMANS CORINTHIANS GALATIANS
EPHESIANS PHILIPPIANS COLOSSIANS

THESSALONIANS no reproof no correction

Thessalonians is the consummation, telling
about the return of Christ and the gathering
together. There is no possibility of wrong
practice here because Jesus Christ himself
will execute this events.
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Putting together these seven Church epistles, we
not only have the “al truth” Jesus Christ said would
be given, but we aso have al the truth concerning
the “mystery of God and of Christ,” to manifest a
more abundant life and to be more than conquerors
in every situation.

The Three Doctrina Epistles

We will now view the perfect order and divine
reason for the three doctrina epistles. Romans,
Ephesians and Thessalonians.

Romansis placed first among the doctrinal epistles
because it contains the foundation, the beginning,
the starting point, for the “al truth” knowledge
which Christ proclaimed he would send after his
ascension. In Romans, man is shown to be in utter
depravity and totaly helpless, but by God's grace
through Jesus Christ, the believer is justified from
sin. Romans tells that all believers died with Chrigt,
were buried with Christ, arose with Christ, and were
made sons and heirs of God. Romans sets forth God' s
purpose, will, and desire in making every believer
what heisand in giving him what he hasin Christ.

Where the magnificent eighth chapter of Romans
terminates, the doctrinal teaching of Romans regard-
ing the believer, therevelation given in the Book of
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Ephesians takes up. Ephesians does not start with
man’s depravity, as does Romans, but with God's
purpose and will for every believer. Ephesians de-
clares, in crystal-clear terms, the rights every believ-
er has been given by Christ.

Note that the first chapter of Ephesians declares
that “God...hath blessed [past tense] us with all
spiritua blessings’ (verse 3). God has chosen us in
Christ (verse 4). He has made us lovely and accepted
(verse 6). In Christ we have redemption and remis-
sion from sin according to the riches of His grace
(verse 7). All of Christ’sworks are to the end that we
should be to the praise of His glory (verse 12). All
believers are to be enlightened so as to know the
richesof His glory in the saints (verse 18). All believ-
ers are to know what is the exceeding greatness of
His power to us who believe (verse 19).

In Romans the believers receive the good news
of what the sinner obtains by grace. In Ephesians
the believers recelve the revelation of what the
great mystery is and the “exceeding greatness of
His [God's] power to usward who believe” In
Romans the sinner is dealt with individualy, while
in Ephesians the saved sinners, as one Body-the
Body of Christ are “one new man” collectively.
In Romans the believer is dead with Christ (6:8)
and risen with him (6:11). In Ephesians the believer
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is seated in the heavenlies with Christ (2:6). In
Thessdlonians the believer is gathered together
forever in glory (11 Thessalonians 2:1).

The revelation in Thessalonians stands last. It
follows the doctrine of Romans and Ephesians
because there is nothing else available to the Church
after the believers are gathered with Christ Jesus.
The culmination or pinnacle of a believer’'s existence
is reached in Thessalonians, for this epistle gives the
revelation that the believer shall be caught up to be
with the Lord and be as he is in glory. This is the
final revelation of the “al truth” which Christ
promised would be sent before we ascend as recorded
in the Gospel of John.

The Word of God declares in 1l Timothy 3:16,
“All scripture is given by inspiration of God [God-
breathed], and is profitable for doctrine [right
believing: Romans, Ephesians, Thessalonians|, for
reproof [where we are not believing rightly: Corin-
thians, Philippians], for correction [to bring us back
to right believing: Galatians, Colossiang] ....” These
three (doctrine, reproof, correction) constitute
“instruction in righteousness.” Furthermore, the
revealed order of these epistles in the Bible is re-
vealing. Romans builds toward the knowledge of
Ephesians, and Ephesians prepares the believer
for the culmination of the Christian’s hope, the
return of Christ which is stated in Thessalonians.
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The Word “Mystery”

The word “mystery” is a trandliteration of the
Greek word musterion. The Hebrew word ratz is
musterion in the Septuagint. The Aramaic word is
araza. The earliest Latin verson of the Greek
musterion in Ephesians 5:32 is trandated sacra-
mentum.

The word “mystery” means “concealed,” “hid-
den” or “secret.” This was also the meaning of the
word sacramentumin its earliest usage. However, the
usage of the word “mystery” has changed through
the years and does not carry the impact of itsorigina
Biblica usage. The word “mystery” (must&ion) in
the Bible means something that is kept secret, yet can
be understood when revealed. According to
Deuteronomy 20:29, “The secret things belong unto
the Lord our God: but those things which are re-
veded belong unto us and to our children for ever.”

Theword mugterion is found 27 times in the New
Testament. Three usages are in the gospels, four
in the Book of Revelation, and 20 in the Pauline
epistles. The “great mystery” is only one of its
usages. Not every use of mustérion is in a religious
context. A mystery may be related to matters in the
realm including actions of men which are done in
secrecy.
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To the Church of God, the born-again believers,
the Body of Chrigt, there is no subject of such signi-
ficant importance as the great mystery. The time of
the great mystery begins with the day of Pentecost
and terminates with the gathering together of the
believers. This period is referred to as an adminis-
tration, oikonomia.

In governmental organization, from local govern-
ment to federal, we have different administrations.
For instance, we may have a Republican administra-
tion or a Democratic administration, or we may speak
of an administration of a certain President. So it is
in the Bible. Before the end of time, there will have
been seven different administrations, the counting
beginning with Genesis 1:1 and going to Revela-
tion 21:20. The administration which preceded the
day of Pentecost was the administration of Christ’'s
persona presence upon earth. The Bible refers to
this period as the Christ Administration or the King-
dom of Heaven.

The Christ Adminigtration officially ended with his
ascension. Yet, in practice, people have acted as
though the Christ Administration continued on.
This has caused gross misunderstanding and the
wrong dividing of the Word. If the Church of Grace
began on the day of Pentecost, why did so many
born-again believers continue abiding by thelaw for
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soO many years after Pentecost? We are told in
Acts 21:20 “how many thousands of Jews there are
which believe; and they are al zeadlous of the law.’
What is the answer? It isvery smple. Believers were
born again on the day of Pentecost and as such were
part of the Body of Christ. But since the signifi-
cance of what came on the day of Pentecost had not
been revealed a that time, they, as born-again be-
lievers, continued to be zealous for the law. They
needed more doctrine to be revealed.

We utilize electricity day in and day out, but we
nonscientists cannot explain what it is. So it was on
the day of Pentecost when the power from on high
was given. Believers were born again, filled with
the holy spirit for the first time, but they could not
explain what they had received and were operating.
They utilized it, they operated it, but they could not
define it or describe it, because the explanation of
what they had received at Pentecost and thereafter
was not given until some lime later to the Apostle
Paul. Thisrevelation unveiled the great mystery.

The Word “Church”

Before we proceed further in our understanding of
the great mystery, we must understand the usage of
the word “church” in both the Christ Adminis-
tration and in the Grace Administration, the latter
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being the administration in which we al are now
living. In the Christ Administration, the Church is
called the bride of Christ; in the Grace Administra-
tion, the Church is called the Body of Christ. Con-
fusing these two usages and not associating them with
the proper and distinct administration has caused
no small amount of error.

The Greek word for “church” is ekklesia, literally
meaning the “called out.” In the Septuagint tranda-
tion of the Old Testament, the Greek word ekklesia
is used 75 times, meaning “to cal together for an
assembly or for a meeting.” ekklesia is used of any
group called together for any specific purpose.

The Greek word ekklesia isthe Hebrew word cahal.
The word cahal occurs in the Old Testament 123
times. There it istrandated “congregation” 86 times,
“assembly” 17 times, “company” 17 times and “mul-
titude” 3 times.

The first usage of cahal is given in Genesis 28:3:
“That thou mayest be a multitude [cahal] of
people,” namely, they were a called-out people.
This is exactly what Israel was: a people called out
from among others and assembled together apart
from others.
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Any assembly, any group meeting, called out for a
gpecific purpose is an ekklesia. If you were called out
for a meeting, that assembly would be an ekklesia.
If a mob were called out to destroy a whole com-
munity, this mob would be called an ekklesia. A
“union” meeting which ended in mob violence in the
Bibleiscalled an ekklesia. Look at Acts 19.

Acts 19:21-32:

After these things were ended, Paul purposed in
the spirit, when he had passed through Mace-
donia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying,
After | have been there, | must also see Rome.

S0 he sent into Macedonia two of them that
ministered unto him, Timotheus and Erastus,
but he himsdaf stayed in Asia for a season.
And the same time there arose no small stir
about that way.

For a certain man named Demetrius, a silver-
smith, which made silver shrines for Diana,
brought no smal gan unto the craftsmen;
Whom he called together with the workmen of
like occupation, and said, Sirs, ye know that by
this craft we have our wealth.

Moreover ye see and hear, that not aone at
Ephesus, but aimost throughout al Asia, this
Paul hath persuaded and turned away much
people, saying that they be no gods, which are
made with hands: [Watch this ekklesia develop.
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Demetriusis area organizer.]

So that not only this our craft isin danger to be
set at nought; but also that the temple of the
great goddess Diana should be despised, and her
magnificence should be destroyed, whom all
Asia and the world worshippeth. [Look at that
build-up. He's got something going here]
And when they heard these sayings, they were
full of wrath, and cried out, saying, Great is
Diana of the Ephesians.

And the whole city was filled with confusion:
and having caught Gaius and Aristarchus, men
of Macedonia, Paul’s companions in travel,
they rushed with one accord into the theatre.
And when Paul would have entered in unto the
people, the disciples suffered him not [to enter
in].

And certain of the chief of Asia, which were his
friends, sent unto him, desiring him that he
would not adventure himself into the theatre.
Some [of the silversmith craftsmen] therefore
cried one thing, and some another: for the
assembly [ekklesia, church] was confused....

Demetrius and his fellow slversmiths were not
called together to worship the true God. They were
called out, assembled by Demetrius, in the interest
of thelr “union” to maintain their profits as slver-
amiths of the statues of Diana. The meaning and
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usage of the word ekklesia is certainly clear from this
Biblical illustration.

Modern usage of the word “church” also varies
depending on the situation. For instance, if you were
pointing out a building you would say, “Look at that
church.” This definition of the word “church” is
different from your saying, “We are having a meeting
of the church.” Today we also speak of the church
by referring to different denominations such as the
Methodist Church, the Roman Catholic Church, the
Lutheran Church, the Baptist Church. These differ-
ent usages of the word “church” are understood.
In the Bible also we must rightly divide the usages
of ekklesia and understand the significant meaning
of each usage in the context of the administration
inwhich it isused.

The ekklesia of the Church of the Gospels which
Jesus Christ initiated is the called out from Isradl.
According to Romans 15:8, Jesus Christ was a
minister to the circumcision. Jesus Christ kept and
fulfilled every law given to Israel. Not only did
Jesus Christ come to Isragl, but even when he sent
out the twelve apostles, according to Matthew 10,
he sent them only to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel. When the seventy in Luke 10 were commis-
sioned, they were sent to Isragl only. Jesus entire
minidry was to Israel, the circumcision. Jesus
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Christ’s message was a calling out of followers from
Isragl.

Matthew 16:18 contains a statement which is
usualy misconstrued, where Jesus said, “And | say
also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this
rock | will build my church [ekklesia].”

Theword “Peter” isthe Greek word petros, mean-
ing “the small grain-like substance of sand.” Every
time the wind blows, the tiny grain blows. The Greek
word for “rock” is petra, meaning “a solid mass of
unmovable stone.” This scripture does not declare
that the Church of the Gospel is built upon Peter. On
the contrary, it speaks loudly saying, “Y ou are Peter
[ petros, agrain of sand; you, Peter, blow around with
everything], but upon this rock [petra, a solid mass
of stone, which is Chrigt], | will build my church.”
The Church in the Gospels was built by Jesus Christ
himself, who was the bridegroom, and the “called
out” are the bride.

The Church of the bride, the called out of Isradl,
temporarily terminated with the death of the bride-
groom. More accurately, the Church of the bride is
being held in abeyance until the period or the admini-
stration of grace has culminated. Jesus Christ as the
bridegroom takes up again beginning with the Revela-
tion Administration. Jesus Christ will then be the
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King of kings and the bridegroom. At that time he
will build the Church from the called out of Israel
against which the gates of hell shall not prevall.
The Gospels terminate with the suffering Christ, and
the Book of Revelation contains the glory of Christ.

The Church asthe bride of Christ was no mystery.
|sradl’ s blessings, as well as the blessings on the Gen-
tiles through Israel and the coming and the works of
the Messiah, were no secrets. See Genesis 12:3;
18:18; 22:18; 28:14; Psams 27:1;, Isaiah 49:6;
Luke 2:30-32.

The sufferings and glory of Christ were no secret.
The Old Testament prophets were totally conversant
with the truth of “the sufferings of Christ, and the
glory that should follow,” as | Peter 1:11 tells.
But everyone was baffled by an unexplained period
of time between the “sufferings and the glory.”
Thus they searched diligently to find it.

The Great Mystery
| Peter 1:10.12 isthe basis of truth from which we
launch into the detailed study and understanding of
the great mystery.
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| Peter 1:10:

Of which salvation the prophets have inquired
and searched diligently, who prophesied of the
grace that should come unto you.

These were the Old Testament prophets who saw a
period of time between the “sufferings of Christ, and
the glory that should follow.” They searched dili-
gently in the Word for the meaning of that period,
but their efforts proved fruitless as that period was
known only to God Himself.

| Peter 1:11 and 12:

Searching what, or what manner of time the
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify,
when it testified beforehand the sufferings of
Chrigt, and the glory that should follow.

Unto whom [the Old Testament prophets] it
was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto
us they did minister the things, which are now
reported unto you by them [the Church apostles
and prophets in Ephesians 4:11] that have
preached the gospel unto you with the Holy
Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the
angels desire to look into.
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The Old Testament prophets searched for the
length of time of the Grace Period, between the suf-
ferings of Christ and the glory that should follow.
There were prophecies of Christ’s coming through-
out the Old Testament, as well as the details of his
sufferings and glory. But for occurrences of the time
between the sufferings and the glory, the prophets
of old unfruitfully searched the Scriptures. They
could not find what was to happen for they sought
the period of the great mystery.

Even the angels did not know the duration of the
period of time between the sufferings and the glory
of Christ. This period is the great musterion, which
was according to Ephesians 3:9 “hid in God,” “hid
from ages and from generations’ (Colossians 1:26);
“kept secret since the world began,” in Romans
16:25; never made known “in other ages” in
Ephesians 3:5. Not a single word was written or
heard of this great mystery until it was reveaded in
detail to the Apostle Paul.

Note carefully what Ephesians 3 says about this
mystery.

Ephesians 3:2-9:

If ye have heard of the dispensation [adminis-
tration] of the grace of God which is given me
to you-ward:

191



The Greatness of the Church of Grace

How that by revelation he made known unto me
the mystery; (as | wrote afore in few words.
Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ)

Which in other ages was not made known unto
the sons of men, asit is now revealed unto his
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit;

That the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of
the same body, and partakers of his promise
in Christ by the gospel:

Whereof | was made a minister, according to
the gift of the grace of God given unto me by
the effectual working of his power.

uUnto me, who am less than the least of al
saints, is this grace given, that | should preach
among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches
of Christ;

And to make dl men see what is the fellowship
[oikonomia, administration] of the mystery
[musterion], which from the beginning of the
world hath been hid in God, who created all
things by Jesus Christ.

The Church: The Great Mystery Revealed

dispensation [administration] of God which is
given to me for you, to fulfill the word of God;
Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages
and from generations, but now is made manifest
to hissaints:

To whom God would make known what is the
riches of the glory of this mystery [mustéerion],
among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the
hope of glory.

Romans 16 has this illuminating truth regarding

the mystery.

Romans 16:25 and 26:

Now to him that is of power to stablish you
according to my gospel, and the preaching of
Jesus Chrigt, according to the revelation of the
mystery [musterion], which was kept secret
since the world began.

But now is made manifest, and by the scriptures
of the prophets, according to the commandment
of the everlasting God, made known to al na-
tions for the obedience of faith.

The Epistle to the Colossians also speaks of the

mystery. In all the relevant scriptures of Ephesians, Colos-
sians and Romans, we note one repeated truth: the
Colossians 1:24-27: mystery regarding the Church, the Body of Christ,

...For his body’s sake, which is the church:
Whereof | am made a minister, according to the

had never before been made known until it was
reveded to the Apostle Paul. The mystery “in other
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ages was not made known”; “hid from ages and from
generations’; “kept secret since the world began”;
“hid in God” from the beginning. Therefore, that
mystery cannot be revealed in the Old Testament or
in the gospels, for then it would not have been a
mystery. Once a truth is revealed it is no longer a

mystery

The Great Mystery: What It Is

The great mystery was that the “ Gentiles should be
fellowheirs, and of the same body” (Ephesians 3:6),
and that it is “Christ in you” which is “the riches of
the glory of this mystery” (Colossians 1:27). Thisis
the Church, the called out from both Jew and Gen-
tile, making one new man, anew body in Him.

Ephesians 2:11-16:

Wherefore remember, that ye being in Lime
past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncir-
cumcision by that which is called the Circumci-
sion in the flesh made by hands;

That at that time ye were without Christ, being
aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and
strangers from the covenants of promise, having
no hope, and without God in the world:

But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were
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far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.
For he is our peace, who hath made both one,
and hath broken down the middle wall of
partition between us,

Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even
the law of commandments contained in ordi-
nances, for to make in himself of twain one new
man, so making peace;

And that he might reconcile both unto God in
one body by the cross, having dain the enmity
thereby.

The Church as the bride in the gospels has the
bridegroom, Christ, who will build his Church,
according to Matthew 16:18. The Church as the
Body is not composed of two, like the bride and
bridegroom, but is one new man, one body, of which
Christ is the head. In this Church of the Body, the
work of reconciling men and women to God is not
thework of Christ, but the work of the believers who
have been given the word and the ministry of recon-
ciliation.

Il Corinthians 5:18-20:

And dl things are of God, who hath reconciled
us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to
us the ministry of reconciliation;

To wit, that God was in Chrigt, reconciling the
world unto himsdlf, not imputing their tres-
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passes unto them; and hath committed unto us
the word of reconciliation.

Now then we are ambassadors for Chrigt, as
though God did beseech you by us: we pray
you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.

The Church of the bride is built by the bride-
groom; the Church of the Body of Christ continues to
grow because of the work of born-again believers.

The Great Mystery Hid

Why was the great mystery kept secret for so long
aperiod of time after Pentecost?

| Corinthians 2:1 and 2:

And |, brethren, when | came to you, came not
with excellency of speech or of wisdom, declar-
ing unto you the testimony [mystery, musteri-
on] of God.

For | determined not to know any thing among
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.

Why could Paul tell somein the Corinthian church
only about Jesus Christ and him crucified? Because
the mgjority of believers were not spiritually mature
enough to accept more truth. They could not be
taught the mystery. This is a tremendous truth.
The Church of the Body is not made alive because of
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Jesus Chrigt’s crucifixion; we are alive because of his
resurrection and the new birth that became available
on the day of Pentecost. Yet, most people today do
not spiritually go beyond Jesus Christ and his cruci-
fixion. The center or focal point of amost every
church isthe atar and the cross.

| Corinthians 2:6:

Howbeit [however] we speak wisdom among
them that are perfect: yet not the wisdom of
thisworld, nor of the princes of thisworld, that
come to nought.

The word “perfect,” teleiol, isthe key. Among the
Chrigtian believers was a smal handful of teleioi,
mature, spiritualy grown-up believers as opposed to
babes in Christ or carna Christians. To those few
teleoi, “initiated ones,” Paul could speak the wisdom
of God regarding the great mystery [mustérion]
“even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained be-
fore the world unto our glory.”

| Corinthians 2:7 and 8:

But we speak the wisdom of God in amystery,
even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained
before the world unto our glory:

Which none of the princes of this world knew:
for had they known it. they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory.
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This was the great mystery, “which none of the
princes of this world knew.” The prince of this
world is Satan. Had he and his chief devil spirits
known the great mystery “they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory.” Satan would have
preferred a living Jesus Christ in one place a atime
rather than Christ Jesus living in every born-again
believer. Every born-again believer has Christ in him
and is capable of doing the work that Christ did; be-
sides, believers can lead others into the new birth,
a thing which Christ himself did not do while on
earth, for the new birth was not available until Pente-
cost. Jesus Christ’s ministry on earth was necessary
in order to prepare the way for the new birth. In
addition, God's resurrecting Christ from the grave
was required, plus Christ’s ministry for forty days
after the resurrection, and the eight days after the
ascension, to bring to pass the redlity of the new birth
and the ‘great mystery. Because God did not want
Satan to know His plan, the great musterion was “hid
in God from before the foundations of the world”
and did not become a redlity in any believer's life
until the day of Pentecost.

While Jesus Chrigt was persondly present upon the
earth, he could be a only one place at one time.
Since the day of Pentecost, Christ is present wherever
there is a born-again believer. Since the day of
Pentecost, the Church is the Body, with Christ in
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each believer. The bride and bridegroom are two,
but Christ in you makes every believer a member of
the one Body. The early Church was cognizant of
this great redlity and they did signs, miracles, and
wonders.

Chrigt, who isin heaven, isthe head of the Church,
the Body. Christ’s people are members of his Body.
The born-again believers are “al members of that
body,” not on earth but in Christ, the head, who is
in heaven. The unity and oneness of the Body of
the Church springs not from the “eye or hand” mem-
bers, but from the source, the head, Christ Jesus.
| Corinthians 12:18 says, “But now hath God set the
members . . . in the body [in Christ in heaven], as it
hath pleased him [God] ,” not as it seems to have
pleased men.

The members of the Body of Christ are those who
have been born again by confessing not their sins but
the savior from sin, the Lord Jesus Christ, and believ-
ing in their hearts that God raised Jesus Christ from
the dead, as stated in Romans 10:9. This great salva
tion isin Christ Jesus the savior, in whom the mem-
bers of the Body were circumcised when he was
circumcised; baptized when he was baptized; fulfilled
al the law when he fulfilled it and said “IT is fin-
ished”; died when he died; were buried when he was
buried; rose again when he arose; ascended when he
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ascended; and (as members of the Body, the Church,
the called out) are “seated in the heavenlies’; “com-
plete in him”; rgoicing in the truth that the members
shdl “never more come into condemnation”; have
escaped the “wrath of God”; have “passed from
death unto life”; and are looking forward to that day
when the earthly part of that Body will be “received
up into glory.”

The growth of this Body, the Church, comes from
the head, Christ Jesus, who isin heaven. God exalted
Jesus Christ by the resurrection from the dead and,
as set forth in Ephesians 1:22 and 23, “gave him to
be the head over all things to the church, Which is his
body, the fulness of him that filleth all in al.” The
head, Christ Jesus, is the one who fills al the mem-
bers of his Body with all that God gives in the new
birth, which is Christ in you the hope of glory. As
the head of the natural body coordinates or guides
the natural body, so the head of the spiritual Body is
spiritualy the source of guidance for the whole spiri-
tual Body which isthe Church.

According to aliterd trandation of Ephesians 4:15
and 16, God wants the Body of Christ to become a
perfect man that al the members upon earth “may
grow up into him in al things, which is the head,
even Christ: From whom the whole Body fitly joined
together and compacted by every sensation from the
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supply, according to aworking, corresponding to the
measure of each individual part, brings about the
growth of the Body with aview to the building up of
itself in love.”

To grow to perfect man requires the operation
of the gift ministries listed in Ephesians 4:11.

And he [Christ] gave some, apostles; and some,
prophets;, and some, evangelists; and some,
pastors and teachers.

The specific purpose for having these ministriesis
giveninverses 12 and 13.

For the perfecting of the saints, for [with aview
to] the work of the ministry, for [with afurther
view to] the edifying of the body of Christ:
Till Tuntil] we al come in the unity [oneness|
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of
the stature of the fulness of Christ.

The outcome of the gift ministriesis given in verses
14, 15 and 16 of Ephesians 4:

That we henceforth be no more children, tossed
to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the deight of men, and cunning
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craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive;
But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into
himinall things, which is the head, even Christ:
From whom the whole body fitly joined togeth-
er and compacted by that which every joint
supplieth, according to the effectua working in
the measure of every part, maketh increase of
the body unto the edifying of itself in love.

The growth of the Church is God downward, not
man upward. Colossians 2:19 says it is from heaven
to earth and not a reaching up from earth to heaven.
The origin of the Body, the Church, is God who hath
given Christ to be head over all things to this won-
drous Body. Christ, the head, is the source of al
guidance and operation of the Body. The members
of this Body of Christ are to work in the Body in the
relationship that God has set, and not according to
what men have set. Natural, earthly, carna rules,
regulations and ordinances do not enter into the
growth of this Body of Christ at al, for this Body is
totally spiritual, heavenly and eternal.

Paul’ singruction to Timothy, his“own son in the
faith,” regarding the continuation of the ministry in
Ephesus after Paul moved on to Macedonia, is filled
with enlightenment regarding the teaching of the
great mystery. Paul ingtructs Timothy in | Timothy
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1:3 to “charge some that they teach no other doc-
trine.” Timothy is told to inform people that there is
no other way of right believing than the truth of the
great mystery. Furthermore, Timothy is not to allow
them to “give heed to fables,” that is, “I think this’
or “I think that.” Also Timothy is not to give heed
to “endless genealogies,” where one group, like a
family, would say, “We are much older than you,
therefore we know more,” or “We have been con-
ducting this family fellowship a long time; we may
teach for right believing what we want to.” Paul
specificdly instructs Timothy not to permit this to
occur. All this talk of family philosophy will engen-
der nothing but questions and doubts. This foolish-
ness will not promote “godly edifying” [oikonomia],
which is the “administration of God,” the mystery,
which is by “the faith of Jesus Christ.”

In| Timothy 1:11 the great mystery isreferred to
as “the glorious gospel of the blessed God” or, more
accurately, as “the gospel of the glory of God.”

In 1 Timothy 3:9 the great secret is called “the
mystery of the faith” which is to be held in a sound
conscience.
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The Church of the Body Terminates

The administration of the great mystery, the Age
of Grace, the Church as the Body of Christ, will be
concluded when | Thessalonians 4:13-18 has come to
pass.

But | would not have you to be ignorant,
brethren, concerning them which are asleep,
that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no
hope.

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again even so0 them aso which deep in Jesus will
God bring with him.

For this we say unto you by the word of the
Lord, that we which are dive and remain unto
the coming of the Lord shall not prevent [pre-
cede] them which are asleep.

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven
with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shal risefirst:

Then we which are aive and remain shall be
caught up [away] together with them in the
clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so [in
this manner] shall we ever be with the Lord.
Wherefore comfort one another with these
words.
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Chrig’ sreturn for the Church, the Body of Chrigt,
is not a resurrection. To have a resurrection accord-
ing to Biblical usage, al must be dead. But, in this
Church Age, the period of the great mystery and of
grace, not all will have died at the time of his return.
Therefore, the scripture verse declares that the dead
in Christ shal rise and the aive believers at hisreturn
shal be changed. This is not a resurrection. In
| Corinthians 15, the dead in Christ are called “cor-
ruptibles,” and the living believers are caled “mor-
tals.”

After the mortals have put on immortality and the
corruptibles have put on incorruption at the gathering
together, then is the Administration of the Body of
Christ over.

| Corinthians 15:51-54:

Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not al
deep, but we shdll al be changed,

In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, a the
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the
dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall
be changed.

For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality.
So when this corruptible shal have put on
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortdity, then shall be brought to pass the
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saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in
victory.

After the Church as the Body is gathered together
unto Christ, the Period or the Administration of
Revelation begins.

Man’'s Day: Present

Confusing the Church of the Body, whose dead in
Christ shal rise and the aive shall be changed, with
the resurrection of the Church of the bride of Christ
has caused untold problems. The teaching that the
Church of the Body goes through the tribulation is
built on confusing the usage of the word “resurrec-
tion” with the “gathering together.”*

The Church as the Body will have been gathered
together by Christ before the “great and notable day
of the Lord comes to pass,” which is the day of
wrath,” also called “the Lord’s Day,” apart of which
is“thefirst resurrection.”

Today in this Age of Grace, the great mystery
administration, it is man who does the judging and
therefore it is caled “man’s day,” as distinct from
“the Lord's Day.”
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| Corinthians 4:3:
But with me it is a very small thing that |
should be judged of you, or of man’s judgment.

The word “judgment” is the word “day.” Man
does the judging now because thisis man’s day. But,
there is a day coming when God will do the judging,
and that period is caled the “day of Christ” which
includesthe Lord’s Day. The Lord’'s Day is the Book
of Revelation period when Christ comes as King of
kings and Lord of lords.

The King James Verson’strandation of 11 Thessa-
lonians 2:3 has caused some to believe that the
Church of Grace will go through the tribulation peri-
od. The misunderstanding involves the phrase “ex-
cept there come a falling away first.” Let's look
closdly at Il Thessalonians 2.

Verse 1:

Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering
together unto him.

Verse 2.

That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by
letter as from us, as that the day of Christisat
hand.
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Verse 3:

Let no man deceive you by any means. for
that day shall not come, except there come a
faling away first, and that man of sin be re-
veded, the son of perdition.

If the “day of Christ” of verse 2 and “our gather-
ing together unto him” of verse 1, do not occur until
after there has been a “faling away and that man of
sin be revealed,” then the tribulation spoken of in
Revelation will indeed be upon us, the Church of the
Body. But if the period of wrath of the Book of
Revelation is to be endured by the born-again believ-
ers, then Christ lived, died, and rose in vain and
Pentecost is meaningless and Christianity is senseless.
Then, too, the Word of God given for our comfort
(I Thessalonians 4:18) becomes our anxious concern.
However, that is not the case.

The Geneva Bible and the Cranmer Bible, first
published in 1537, and the Tyndale Bible, published
in 1539, all predating the King James Version, trans-
late “a falling away first” as “a departure first.”

Before the “day of the Lord,” there must be a
departure of the born-again believers from this world
to be with Christ. After the believers have departed
with Chrigt, then will come to pass the revealing of
the “man of Sn” which will be followed by “the day
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of wrath.”

In Il Thessalonians 2:3 the Greek words for “a
faling away” are he apostasia. The word he is the
article “the.” The prefix apo means “away from.”
Having acircle, apo would be illustrated as aline in
motion from the exterior of the circle to some
distant point. Sasia means “to separate,” or “draw
out.” He apostasia is “the separation away from” or
“the drawing out from among;” it is a departure.

Hereisan accurate trandlation of |11 Thessalonians
2:3:. “Let no man deceive you by any means; for
that day shall not come, except there be a departure
first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of per-
dition.” How satisfying it is to know that 1l Thessa-
lonians 2:3 really says that the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the born-again believers “gathering
together unto him” will have become aredlity before
the “day of Christ” is at hand upon the earth. For
the “day of Christ” cannot come upon the earth until
after the departure.

Lord' s Day: Future
Revelation 20:5 pertains to the “Lord’s Day”
which refers to the Church of the bride and bride-
groom period, not the Church of the Body which by
that time will have been gathered together.
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But therest of the dead lived not again until the
thousand years were finished. This is the first
resurrection.

There will be amarked contrast between man’s day
now and the Lord's Day. Isaiah 61 contrasted with
Luke 4 gives an indication of this difference. Jesus
guotes part of Isaiah 61 in hisfirst recorded message
in a synagogue in Nazareth.

Luke 4:16-21:

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been
brought up: and, as his custom was, he went
into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and
stood up for to read. [In reverence and respect
for the Word of God, the priest would stand
while reading from the scrolls and sit down
while teaching.]

And there was delivered unto him the book
[scroll] of the prophet Esaias [Isaiah]. And
when he had opened the book, he found the
place where it was written,

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the
poor; he hath sent me to heal the brokenheart-
ed, to preach deliverance to the captives, and
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty
them that are bruised,

To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.
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And he closed the book, and he gave it again to
the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all
them that were in the synagogue were fastened
on him.

And he began to say unto them, This day is
this scripture fulfilled in your ears.

Reading from the scroll of Isaiah, corresponding to
our Isaiah 61:1 and 2, Jesus Christ read only to the
words “acceptable year of the Lord”; then he closed
the scroll and said, “This day is this scripture fulfilled
inyour ears.”

Jesus Christ did not continue to read the “day of
vengeance of our God” from Isaiah 6 1:2, for then he
could not have said, “This day is this scripture ful-
filled” The “day of vengeance of our God” is still
in the future, starting with the Book of Revelation
period. There are aready almost two thousand years
of the Period of Grace history, the great mystery ad-
ministration, represented by that little comma be-
tween the word “Lord” and “and” in Isaiah 61:2.
Between “the acceptable year of our Lord” which
was then, and “the day of vengeance of our God”
which is future, is the administration of the great
mystery. The Church as the Body of Christ is await-
ing his return to be gathered together unto Christ
Jesus who is the head over all.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

God's Dwdling Place

Ever sncethefdl of Adam, a which time man lost
God's created spirit.* God throughout the many
centuries sought a permanent dwelling place. In
Old Testament times, God gave instructions to
Mosesfor building a tabernacle. Later on He directed
Solomon to construct the temple. But none of those
abodes was satisfactory. They were only temporary
types of dwellings or meeting places for God and
His children.

Throughout the centuries God awaited the Age of
Grace, which began on the day of Pentecost. It was
from this great day on that God could create spirit
within man, those people who were His followers.

* According to John 4:24, God is Spirit. The Word of God teaches that
God originaly made man as a threefold being, having a spirit (the
quality of which God is constituted ], but also a body and a soul. God
was with Adam by way of the spirit He had created in him. Man had
spirit in common with God. And it was the spirit within man that
enabled man to communicate with God and God to communicate with
man. It gave them fellowship.
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Most of the knowledge of this greatness of the
occurrence of Pentecost was lost shortly after the
death of the Apostle Paul. Christians didn't lose
the spirit which was a gift from God, but they didn’t
crystallize the truth of God's revelation to the end
that they really understood and believed the fullness
of it in their hearts. That is still frequently the case
today, even among so-called knowledgeable Christians.
We never get agreat enough vision of the significance
of that dwelling place of God which—on Pentecost
and ever since-is within every believer.

|saiah 57 demonstrates the vastness of God and
describes His habitation.

Isaiah 57:15:

For thus saith the high and lofty One [God]
that [who] inhabiteth eternity, whose name
is Holy; | dwel in the high and holy place,
with him aso that is of a contrite and humble
spirit, to revive the spirit of the humble, and
to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

“For thus saith the high and lofty One [speaking
of God] that [who] inhabiteth eternity...” This
shows that even heaven is not great enough for
God. He dso inhabits eternity. This is substantiated
by the Book of Kings.
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| Kings 8:27:

But will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold,
the heaven and heaven of heavens cannot con-
tain thee....

Though these scriptures tell of the vastness of God,
one still wonders where God chose to communicate
with His people. To search out this answer, let's
begin with Psalms 27.

Psams 27:4 and 5:

One thing have | desired of the Lord, that will
| seek after; that | may dwell in the house of
the Lord dal the days of my life, to behold
the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his
temple [find out about Him].

For in the time of trouble he shall hide me in
his pavilion: in the secret of his tabernacle
ghdl he hide me he shall set me up upon a
rock.

Thus the temple was a place to gain knowledge
and love of God, as well as a refuge from troubles.
God dwdlt in the tabernacle and the temple, during the
Age of Law; but sometime after the ending of the law
on Pentecost, Stephen, speaking by revelation,
summarized these former meeting places.
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Acts 7:37-50:

Thisisthat Moses, which said unto the children
of Israel, A prophet [Jesus Christ] shall the
Lord your God raise up unto you of your
brethren, like unto me [Moses|; him shall
ye hear.

Thisis he, that was in the church in the wilder-
ness with the angel which spake to him in the
mount Sina, and with our fathers: who received
the lively [living] oraclesto give unto us:

To whom our fathers would not obey, but
thrust him from them, and in their hearts
turned back again into Egypt,

Saying unto Aaron, Make us gods to go before
us: for as for this Moses, which [who] brought
usout of the land of Egypt, we wot [know] not
what is become of him.

And they made a calf in those days, and offered
sacrifice unto the idol, and reoiced in the
works of their own hands.

Then God turned, and gave them up to worship
the host of heaven; as it is written in the book
of the prophets, O ye house of Isradl, have ye
offered to me dain beasts and sacrifices by the
space of forty yearsin the wilderness?

Y ea, ye took up the tabernacle of Moloch, and
the star of your god Remphan, figures which
ye made to worship them: and | will carry you
away beyond Babylon.

God' s Dwelling Place

Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in
the wilderness, as he had appointed, speaking
unto Moses, that he should make it according
to the fashion that he had seen [which God
gave him by revelation].

Which also our fathers that came after brought
inwith Jesus [Joshua] into the possession of the
Gentiles, whom God drave out before the face
of our fathers, unto the days of David,

Who found favour before God, and desired to
find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob [Israel].
But Solomon built him an house.

Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples
made with hands; as saith the prophet,

Heaven is my throne, and earth is my footstool:
what house will ye build me? saith the Lord:
or what is the place of my rest?

Hath not my hand made al these things?

Throughout the centuries, God has always revealed
as much of Himself as people were capable of perceiv-
ing. Because Israel could not remain faithful to their
leader, the Prophet Moses, and to the revelation that
God showed him, God gave His children an added,
tangible sign of His presence by having Moses build
a tabernacle. After that, God dealt with David and
then had Solomon build the temple. Again, this was
a witness of God's doing His best for His people.
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God was adways seeking a dwelling place, a place
where He would be reverenced, respected, obeyed.
It was to be a place where He would have man’'s
undivided, absolute worship. But a temple was
not big enough for God's extensiveness. God who
inhabits eternity, needs both heaven and earth and
even eternity, thus Moses' tabernacle and Solomon’s
temple were not truly satisfactory. These structures
were only provisional arrangements. They were
temporary measures until God could bring about in
due time a permanent, perfect dwelling place.

It is important in proceeding toward an under-
standing of God's finding a permanent habitation
that we note the three different parts of the temple
and their significance. One part of the temple was
made up of the sacred courts and the colonnades.
Another part included the court of the Gentiles,
that court where the moneychangers were seated
when Jesus came in and overthrew the tables and
drove out the animals. The third was the innermost
part of the temple, the Holy of Holies. A wall sepa-
rated these various sections of the temple. On the day
of Jesus' crucifixion, the vell was destroyed between
the court of the Gentiles and the Jews. But more
important, the wall or veil between the Jews and the
Holy of Holies was aso destroyed. Ephesians 2 tells
part of the story.
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Ephesians 2:14:

For he [Jesus Christ] is our peace, who hath
made both [Jew and Gentile] one, and hath
broken down [destroyed] the middle wall of
partition between us [between Jew and Gentilg].

Jesus Christ brought peace in tearing down the
partition separating Jew from Gentile. God no longer
held one person or group of personsin higher esteem
than any other. As Peter observed, much to his amaze-
ment, at Cornelius house, as recorded in Acts 10:34,
“Of atruth | perceive that God is no respecter of
persons.” Jesus Christ had caused all people, Gentile
and Jew, to be equal before God.

The temple had awall separating the Gentiles from
the court of Israel and another wall separating the
court of Isradl from the Holy of Holies thus signifying
the preferred treatment of high priests from the
rest of the body of Jews. Covering that entrance into
the Holy of Holies was the veil which was torn from
top to bottom on the day of the crucifixion.

Mark 15:38:

And the vell of the temple was rent in twain
from the top to the bottom.

By his sacrifice, Jesus Christ brought about the
tearing of the veil between the court of Isragl and the
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Holy of Holies, and he aso utterly destroyed the
templé€' s separation between Gentiles and Jews. What
did Jesus Christ accomplish in ending these separa-
tions? He brought peace with God. There would no
longer be discrimination between Jew and Gentile.
Jesus Christ put them on an equal footing in God's
sight.

Ephesians 2:15:

[Jesus Christ] Having abolished in his flesh the
enmity, even the law of commandments con-
tained in ordinances; for to make [create] in
himself of twain one new man, so making
peace.

“Having abolished in his flesh the enmity...”
means that Jesus Christ totally destroyed the inability
of man to know God personally. To state it in the
positive, Jesus Christ made it possible for man to
know God personadly. Jesus Christ abolished in. his
flesh the enmity and the law of commandments.
The enmity specificaly relates to the natura men
of body and soul who were basicaly the Gentiles.
The law of commandments contained in ordinances
was givento Israel, the Jews. Thus when Jesus Christ
abolished the enmity for the Gentiles and the law of
commandments for the Jews, he tore down the
obstacles which were separating each group from
God and then he created of twain, from these two
types, one new man.
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Jesus Christ took the Jew and Gentile and broke
down the partitions separating them “...so making
peace.” Why did Jesus Christ abolish the enmity and
the ordinances? This was al done in order that God
might create one new man. The word “create”’ is
absolutely accurate. That creation is the spirit.
What Jesus Christ brought about was the new crea-
tion of God in Christ in every believer, regardless of
their previous label as Jew or Gentile. There were
no longer the two classifications, but a new creation in
Christ Jesus.

Ephesians 2:16:

And that he might reconcile [bring back togeth-
er that which has been separated] both [Jew
and Gentile] unto God in one body by the
cross, having dain the enmity thereby.

|srael was never able to keep the law, so they were
without God. The Gentiles were aso without God.
So Jesus Christ had to reconcile both types “unto
God in one body by the cross, having dan the
enmity thereby.” So the Gentiles were not only
enmity to God, but Isragl also, who couldn’t keep
the law of commandments, was enmity to Him.
Jesus Christ needed to reconcile both to God.
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Ephesians 2:17:

And [Jesus Christ] came and preached peace
to you which were afar off, and to them that
were nigh.

There are several kinds of preaching in the Bible,
but this preaching of Ephesians 2:17 is the good news
of the destruction of the enmity and the command-
ments and of Christ’s making peace and reconciling
Jew and Gentile to God in one body. The good news
came “...to you which were afar off [Gentiles] , and
to them that were nigh [Isradl].” Israel had had
God' s goodness constantly available to them, so they
should have been grateful. But they weren’t. Moreover,
both groups needed Jesus Christ, the Messiah, and his
saving grace.

Ephesians 2:18:
For through him [Jesus Christ] we both have
access by one Spirit unto [ pros] the Father.

There is only one God to whom both Jews and
Gentiles have to be reconciled. Once the recon-
ciliation was accomplished, He became Father to
both. When Christ’ s accomplishments were compl ete,
God could then have a permanent dwelling place,
not in a temple made with human hands, but in a
temple made by His own work. And this temple
was His very own children.
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The greatness of this fatherly relationship contin-
ues to unfold in the next few verses of Ephesians 2
by the usage of certain words whose Greek root
is oikos, meaning “house,” “household” or “family.”

Ephesians 2:19:

Now therefore [since we have a Father] ye
are no more [no longer] strangers and foreign-
ers [sojourners], but fellowcitizens with the
saints, and of the household of God.

The Word “foreigners’ is paroikos. We are no
longer paroikos, outside the household, moving
around like bedouins, haying no certain living place,
no definite home. We are no longer strangers, for we
are known by Him and we know Him. We are fellow-
citizens. “Fellowcitizens’ is sumpolites. All of us
born-again saints are God's townspeople. Not only
are we fellowcitizens, but we are also of the house-
hold, oikeios. of God because He is the Father.

Ephesians 2:20:

And are built [epoikodomeo from the root
oikos] upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief
corner stone.

“And are built upon the foundation of the apostles
and prophets....” That is true apostolic, prophetic
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succession. The apostolic succession never came
through the Apostle Peter. That's a story someone
made up, not what God’ s Word states. Apostolic and
prophetic succession including evangelists, teachers
and pastors—are for those who are part of the house-
hold of God and remain faithful to God's Word. This
is God' s criterion for specia ministries in the Body.

The household of God is built upon the foundation
of the apostles and prophets, “Jesus Christ [”Christ
Jesus” is the text] himself being the chief corner
stone [foundation stone].” He is the solid rock upon
which we must build our lives. That is what that
verse says.

Ephesians 2:21:

In whom [the foundation of the apostles and
prophets and Jesus Christ] al the building
[oikodoing] fitly framed together groweth
unto an holy templein the Lord.

There is only one building on that foundation.
Those who are born again of God's Spirit, whom
He knows as His sons, make up the building, the
family.

“In whom the whole building is harmonioudy
fitted together and it grows...” because new people
are continually being born again. That’s the growing.
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And this “...groweth unto an holy temple in the
Lord.”

Ephesians 2:22:

In whom ye a'so are builded together [sunoiko-
domeo] for an habitation [a housing place, a
location, katoiketerion] of God through the
Spirit.

“In whom ye also are builded together for an
habitation of God through the Spirit.” God does not
dwell in temples made with hands, but the God in
Christ in you is the habitation of God. This habita-
tion is something that the true God wanted from
before the foundation of the world. But because of
God's justice, He wasn't able to bring it to pass until
His Son Jesus Christ had finished his work. Then it
was legally possible for God to have a certain dwelling
place within a person when that person would confess
with his mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe that
God raised him from the dead. What God had desired
from before the foundation of the world He was able
to see manifested on Pentecost and thereafter, when
God in Chrigt is created in each believer. That is
God's permanent dwelling place. Now what can we
believers do with this creation of God in Christ in us?
We cannot feel God. Therefore, the only way God
can be magnified is to worship Him in spirit and in
truth [truthfully via the Spirit] which is speaking
in tongues.

225



The Greatness of the Church of Grace

Now do you see why | fervently encourage my
people to speak in tongues often? God is Spirit and
can be worshipped via our spirit—and that can only
be done by speaking in tongues. When we speak by
the spirit, we absolutely know that God dwells in us
for we show God who gave us spirit.

We have to get to the point that we unreservedly
practice the Word of God as the will of God. God,
who is holy and who is Spirit, even the heavens
cannot contain. Remember Isaiah 66:1 which says,
“The heaven is my throne, and the earth is my foot-
stool.” Imagine how immense He is, how great He
isl That same God is in us and we are that household
of God, that harmonioudly fitted temple, the habita-
tion of God by spirit. And whenever we speak in
tongues, we are worshipping God, and thereby He is
receiving from His children what He worked to bring
about from the very beginning. We are now God's
dwelling place.
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CHAPTER TWELVE

TheFinal Victory

The great hope of the Christian Church is the
return of Christ and our gathering together unto him.
There are aspects of Christ’s return which we find
most clearly explaned by God's rightly-divided
Word. In order to understand the coming of Christ,
we must aso understand “the mechanics’ of his
coming. Jesus first coming began with his conception
and birth and ended with his ascension, over thirty
years later. There were many significant phases and
events during this time. In this, the second coming
is smilar: it will aso cover a period of time and
encompass several significant phases and events.

There are four basic events included in the times
of the end, when Christ returns. This is their order:
(1) Christ's coming for the Church, the Body of
Christ, to gather them together and meet them in
the air; (2) the events of the Book of Revelation
with Christ’s coming with the Church; (3) the first
and second resurrections; and finaly, (4) the very
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end, the final point [telos], when death is destroyed
and al things are subdued to God. Having this back-
ground, we can now turn to the Word of God and
seeits clarity.

The fifteenth chapter of | Corinthians contains the
basic doctrine about the resurrection and the rising
of believers. First of al, we must understand the
word “resurrection.” It necessitates a rising, but not
every rising is aresurrection. Just as the word “apos-
tle” indicates discipleship, not all disciples are apos-
tles. Every rising is not a resurrection, but each
resurrection is a risng. This will be clarified as we
proceed.

| Corinthians 15:1:

Moreover, brethren, | declare [make known]
unto you the gospel [good news|] which |
preached unto you, which a so ye have received,
and wherein ye stand.

A person can have good news of different kinds.
So whenever we read the word “gospel” in God's
Word, we always have to determine whether it means
the good news of the Old Testament or the good
news of the presence of Christ or the good news of
the revealed mystery, which is the good news of
the epistles.
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The words “wherein ye stand” can be trandated
“in which ye stand also”: “Which ye aso have
received, in which ye stand also.” A person can
receive something and not stick with it. This verse
says we not only receive the good news, we should
liveit dso. Soit is amatter of not wavering on God's
Word; we must receive and then stand.

Verse 2:
By which [the gospel] adso ye are saved....

“By [through] which ye are saved dso....” The
word “saved” is the Greek word sozo, meaning “to
be made whole.” In this verse, to be saved means
more than being born again. A person could be born
again and still not be made whole in other areas of
his life. When ten lepers came to Jesus, as recorded
in Luke 17:12-19, they were all healed; but only
one of the lepers returned to thank Jesus, and he
was made whole. They were al healed, but only
one was made whole in ways besides his physicd
heding. In I Corinthians, God is referring to whole-
ness beyond what we spiritually receive at the new
birth.

“Through which ye are saved [made whol€]
also, if [when] ye keep in memory...” What are
we to keep in memory? All which you also have
received, in which you stand aso, through which
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you are saved aso. Hold in your mind these things that
Christ Jesus did, “..what | preached unto you,
unless [except] ye have believed in vain.” “In vain”
means “to no purpose.” “Except ye believe to no
purpose.”

Verse 3:

For | delivered unto you first of al that which
| also received, how that Christ died for our
sins according to the scriptures.

The phrase “first of dl” literally reads “among
the first things.” Among the first things he delivered
unto them was “that which | received aso....” One of
the first things that Paul received by revelation from
the Father was information dealing with resurrection
and rising.

The first epistle which Paul was inspired to write
was Thessalonians, not the Book of Romans. Thes-
salonians was the first revelation written and circu-
lated among the believers. It stands last among
the Church epistles in our Bibles, but it was the first
one reveaed.*

Look at the use of the word “sins’ in verse 3. “I
ddivered untoyou first of al that which | alsore-

*Of course, Thessdonians can rightfully be placed last, because it
will be the last experience for the Church.
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ceived, how that Christ died for our sins according
to the scriptures.” “Sin,” used in the singular form,
refers to man's innate sinful nature; “sins,” plurd,
are the results of that nature. Jesus Christ died not
only for our sinful nature, but he also died for
the results and consequences of that nature.

Verse 4.

And that he was buried, and that he rose [has
been raised] again the third day according
to the scriptures.

Christ was buried three days and three nights and
got up on the third day. An interesting reference
to thisisfound in the Book of Acts.

Acts 2:25 and 31:

For David speaketh concerning him, | foresaw
the Lord aways before my face, for he is on
my right hand, that | should not be moved.

He seeing this before spake of the resurrection
of Christ, that his soul [Christ’s soul] was not
left in hell, neither his flesh did see corruption.

The knowledge of the resurrection of Christ was
given to David by revelation. Promises such as this
oneto King David made it possible for Old Testament
people to believe and to walk on God's Word—
because they saw the glory of these future events.
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That is why until we understand the significance of
| Corinthians 15, we just flounder around, for we
have not the hope of Christ’s return. Without this
hope we are going to become discouraged and de-
feated. David, many years before the coming of the
Messiah, was shown by God things regarding Christ’s
resurrection, namely that the person of Jesus would
not be left in hell [hades], the grave. “...Neither his
flesh did see corruption.” If Jesus Christ had re-
mained in the grave, his flesh would have corrupted.
Paul also spoke of Jesus death and resurrection later
in the Book of Acts.

Acts 13:33-35:

God hath fulfilled the same unto us their chil-
dren, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; asit
isaso written in the second psalm, Thou art my
Son, this day have | begotten thee.

And as concerning that he raised him up from
the dead, now no more to return to corruption,
he said on this wise, | will give you the sure
mercies of David.

Wherefore he saith also in another psalm, Thou
shalt not suffer thine Holy One to see
corruption.

Thisiswhy I Corinthians 15:4 gives us the account
that Christ was buried and had been raised the third
day according to the scriptures. This was a fulfill-
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ment of the prophecy originaly given of old to men
of God. They saw the coming of Christ, they saw
his death, they saw his being raised. The only things
they did not see were the mysteries of God, including
the Church of the Body and Christ’'s return for it.
All else was reveaed to them.

| Corinthians 15:5:
And that he was seen of [by] Cephas [Peter],
then of the twelve.

Now, let's begin setting in order the times that
Jesus Christ was seen in his resurrected body. In this
chapter alone, six appearances are noted. Verse 5
tells us another interesting truth. If Christ was seen
of the twelve after his resurrection, then Judas
Iscariot must have been present; otherwise, the
scripture would have to say “eleven.”

Verse 6.

After that, he was seen of above [more than]
five hundred brethren at once; of whom the
greater part remain unto this present [now],
but some are fallen aseep [some dead].

Verse 6 contains the third record in | Corinthians 15
of Jesus Christ’s gppearance in hisresurrected body.
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Verse7:
After that, he was seen of James; then of al
the apostles.

Now we are up to five appearances.

Verse 8:
And last of all he was seen of me adso, as of
one born out of due time.

“And last of al he was seen of me dso....” His
appearance to Paul is appearance number six. “As
of one born out of due time...” literally reads “as
if 1 were an aborted one.” Paul, in contrast to the
other apostles of verse 7, did not fulfill a complete
gestation period by being with Christ during his
time on earth during the Gospel Period.

The exact number of appearances of Christ during
those forty days after his resurrection | do not know.
There are six listed here, including two appearances
to the apostles (I Corinthians 15:5 and 7). The third
appearance to the disciplesis recorded in the twenty-
first chapter of John.

John 21:14:

This is now the third time that Jesus shewed
himself to his disciples, after that he was risen
from the dead.

234

The Final Victory

All of these people mentioned in | Corinthians 15
and elsewhere saw the Lord Jesus Christ in his resur-
rected form. Now in a court of law, the primary
witness is aways the one who was an eyewitness to
a specific occurrence. Everyone else's statement is
secondary to the eyewitness. So a man today saying
that he doesn't believe that Jesus Christ rose from the
dead isno judge at al, as heis refuting the numerous
eyewitnesses. Yet many critics or skeptics of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ decide two thousand
years after the event that it did not occur. It seemsto
me that the men who were there as primary wit-
nesses should be better able to speak authoritatively.
Y ou cannot say that men like Peter and Paul were
stupid. Y ou cannot say that all those who went down
to see the empty tomb where Jesus had been buried
were hoodwinked. They were no more mistaken
than you would be had you witnessed a cataclysmic
occurrence in your community, and a hundred years
later somebody writing about the occurrence claimed
it never happened. However, unlike an observation
made a hundred years ago or even two thousand
years ago, we have proof of the resurrected Christ.
Not only do we have the witness of God's Word and
men living at that time, but we can prove today that
he is alive because we can speak in tongues. This
makes us primary witnesses not only to Jesus Christ’s
resurrection, but to a great deal more. Nobody can
provethat Abraham Lincoln or George Washington
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lived, but 1 can prove that Jesus Christ is dive.
Speaking in tongues is also our proof and assurance
of his return to gather together the Church and
it is proof of the future resurrections. This chapter
is going to delve into al these things. The first eight
verses have been just a warm-up. Once we get into
the innermost part of |1 Corinthians 15, we will see
that there has been a resurrection and that we have
the proof of that resurrection when we manifest the
power of the holy spirit.

1 Corinthians 15:9:

For | am the least of the apostles, that am not
meet to be caled an apostle, because | per-
secuted the church of God.

Paul’ s expression here about being the least of the
apostlesis an Orientalism indicating humility, which
IS appropriate.

Verse 10:

But by the grace of God | am what | am: and his
grace which was bestowed upon me was not
in vain [did not prove to be fruitless]; but |
laboured [worked] more abundantly than they
al [the critics of the apostle]: yet not I, but
the grace of God which was with me.
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Paul said that he labored more abundantly than
the critics, specifically referred to in verses 12 and
following. Paul was a man of discipline, a man of
concern, a man of drive. Today, somebody has to
again become disciplined, somebody has to stand
regardless of the Adversary’s tricks. We have to be-
come much more competent in rightly dividing the
Word of God than any of God'’s critics are in tearing
it apart. We have to wield the Word which is sharper
than any two-edged sword.

Verses 11 and 12:

Therefore whether it were | or they, so we
preach, and so ye believed.

Now if Christ be preached that he rose [out]
from [among] the dead, how say some among
you that there is no resurrection of the dead?

Except for Christ Jesus, all the rest of the dead are
till dead. He is the only one that has ever risen from
among the dead. That iswhy it says “out from among
the dead.”

Verse 13:
But if there be no resurrection of the dead,
then is Christ not risen.

“...Then is Christ not risen” literally reads, “not
even has Christ been raised.”
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Verses 14-16:

And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching
van [to no purpose] , and your faith [believing]
isaso vain.

Y ea, and [more over] we are found false wit-
nesses of God; because we have [Delete this
“have.”] testified of God that he raised up
Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the
dead rise not.

For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ
raised.

But if Christ has been raised, then those that are
now dead are also going to rise. If the dead rise not
then Christ has not been raised. The logic is so
clear that it is stated in two ways.

Verse17:

And if Christ be not raised, your faith [believ-
ing] isvain [of no purpose] ; ye are yet in your
sns.

Romans 10:9 says that if you confess with your
mouth the Lord Jesus Christ and believe in your heart
that God did one thing—raised Jesus Christ from the
dead—you will be saved. Yet that confession is
purposdessif Christ is not raised from the dead. That
iswhat verse 17 says and that is what it means.
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Verse 18:
Then they aso which are falen adeep in Christ
are perished.

“Then they which fell adeep in Christ perished,”
because there is no possibility of future life if Christ
was not raised from the dead.

Verse 19:
If in this life only [done] we have [are having
our] hope in Christ, we are of al men most
miserable.

We need a resolution to the hope we have in this
life. If there be no redlization in the life hereafter of
what we hope for in this life, we are of all men most
miserable.

“...We are of all men most miserable” means that
“we are to be more pitied than all men” because we
believed in something that was a lie. Having been
led astray is worse than if we had never even con-
sidered the possibility of life eternal.

Hope is always used in the Bible regarding some-
thing that is not available at the present time. Hope
always pertains to something in the future; believing
pertains to those things which can be had immediate-
ly. We have the hope of Christ’s return today because
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we cannot have it right now. But if one of us needs
to be born again, then that person can believe right
now and receive salvation. That is the way the words
“hope” and “believing” are used in the Bible.

Now verses 20 through 28 are a parenthesis. These
verses are used as the figure of speech called parem-
bole, meaning “an instructional sentence.” So verses
20 through 28 are a sentence, a word, to the believ-
ers to instruct them. And the instruction is very
important.

Verse 20:
But now is Christ risen from the dead, and
become the firstfruits of them that slept.

“But now is Chrigt risen...” isliterally worded “but
now Christ has been raised.” The words “and be-
come” are not in any critical Greek text except the
Stephens. “But now Christ has been raised from the
dead, the firstfruits of them that dlept.” “Them that
dept” are “those who have falen adeep.” Christ is
the firstfruits of them who have fallen asleep because
he was raised out from among the dead. The word
“firstfruits’ has everything to do with the resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ.

Verse 21:
For snce by man came death, by man came also
the resurrection of the dead.

240

The Final Victory

“By man came death” refers to the first man,
Adam. By his sinful disobedience to God he brought
death upon himself and his descendants. In order to
overcome this, mankind needed a savior. Since man
had brought about his own desath, it would legally
take a man to overcome it.

Verse 22:
For asin Adam dl die, even so in Christ shall
al be made dive.

This is a sharply divided verse. “For as in Adam
al die” cannot be true of the Church to which you
and | belong because verse 51 says, “Behold, | shew
you a mystery; We [the Church] shall not all deep,
but we shdl al be changed.” Then the members of
the Church to which you and | belong are not all
going to die. Some will be aive when Christ returns
to gather the Church. Therefore, the Church is not
going to be resurrected, because to have a resurrec-
tion everyone involved must be dead. Since the
context of verse 22 deals with the resurrection, we
cannot be talking here about the Church. The Church
of the Body consists only of those people who get
born again of God's Spirit between Pentecost and
the gathering together. That is the Body of Christ.
The word “al” of verse 22 must be “al with dis-
tinction,” including everyone else who is not a
member of the Body of Christ. It is this “al” to
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whom the word “resurrection” pertains. In other
words “resurrection” in verse 21 refers to al Israel
as well as al unbelievers who have died. They are
the subject matter of this entire section of scripture.

Not rightly dividing verse 22 has caused al the
confusion that has resulted in throwing the Church
into the first and second resurrections spoken of in
the Book of Revelation. Jesus Christ is the firstfruits,
the one and only one who has been raised out from
among the dead. But there is a time coming when
the dead are going to have a surprise party. They
are going to get up. Even those who haven't believed
are going to get up. The getting up has nothing to do
with their believing; it has everything to do with
the return of Christ.

Since not all the members of the Church will die,
the Church as a whole cannot be resurrected. The
Bible never speaks of the Church of the Body to
which you and | belong as being resurrected, because
resurrections apply to Israel and unbelievers. The
Church of the Body, on the other hand, at the return
of Christ will be gathered together. Those of the
Church who are dead will be raised and those who
aredivea Christ’s return shall be caught up together
with them “to meet the Lord in the air,” according
to | Thessalonians 4:17. We will learn more about
this later in the chapter. Since not all are dead, this
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gathering together of the Church technicaly is not
aresurrection.

“For asin [the] Adam all die, even so in Christ
[as0] shdll dl be made dive [Isragl plus the unbeliev-
ers].” lsrael is involved in the resurrection of the
just. The plusisthe resurrection of the unjust spoken
of in Acts 24:15. This is when the unbelievers are
resurrected, made alive. Now watch how sharply
thisis divided.

Verse 23:

But every man [each one] in his own order
[sequence]: Christ the firstfruits;, afterward
[then] they that are Christ's at [with] his
coming [Israel, not the Church of the Body,
since the context is that of resurrection).

After what? After the occurrences of those things
which Paul had aready written in Thessalonians
concerning the return of Christ to gather the Church.
After the gathering together of the Church, there
is going to be aresurrection.

“...They that are Christ’s at his coming” should
accurately read not at his coming, but with it. And
the “with” is the resurrection after the Church of
the Body is gathered together. That is the accuracy
with which that scripture is written.
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Verse 24.

Then cometh the end, when he shal have
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the
Father; when he shall have put down al rule
and all authority and power.

“Then cometh the end [telog]....” What “end”?
The context istalking about resurrection. The word is
telos. If it were any other word your Bible would
fall to pieces. Thisis like a dog's tail being the end
of the dog. The wholetail would be the end [ suntelia]
of the dog, but the tip of its tail is the very end
[telos] of the dog. When the final end of the end is
meant the word telos is used. “Then cometh the
end [telos, the end of the end, the final point, the
end resurrection] ....” In Revelation there are two
resurrections: the resurrection of the just and of the
unjust. These two resurrections are mentioned in
Acts 24:14 and 15 regarding the hope of Isradl’s
prophets. It is aso found in John 5:29. | Corin-
thians 15:24 says, “Then cometh the end [find
point], when he shal have delivered up the king-
dom....” This makes us ask, What kingdom?
We are not in Christ’s kingdom because we belong
to the Church of the Body. Who belongs to Christ’s
kingdom? Israel. He is going to deliver up “the king-
dom to God, even the Father; when he shal have
put down....” The word “have put down” mean
“brought to naught.” At the very end al rule of

244

The Final Victory

the Adversary, al authority of the Adversary, and
al the power of the Adversary shall have been brought
to naught.

For thetext literdly reads, “Degth, the last enemy,
is destroyed.” Revelation 20:14 says, “And death
and hell [the grave] were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death.” When the prophecy of
Revelation 20:14 has come to pass, then | Corin-
thians 15:26 is fulfilled. Revelation 21:4 says, “And
God shall wipe away al tears from their eyes;, and
there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor
crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the
former things are passed away.” This state of painless-
ness will exist after death is destroyed.

Verses 25 and 26:

For he [Christ] must reign, till he [God] hath
put al enemies under his[Christ’ ] feet.

The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.
Verse 27.

For he [God] hath put [subjected] all things
under his [Christ’s] feet. But when he saith,
al things are put under him, it is manifest
[obvious] that he [God] is excepted, which
[who] did put all things under him [Christ].

“It is manifest [obvious] that he is excepted...”
means that all things are under Christ’s feet with the
exception of God who “...did put al things under
him.”
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Verse 28:

And when al things shal be subdued [sub-
jected] unto him [God], then shal the Son
also himsdlf be subject unto him [God] that
put al things under him [Christ], that God
may beadl indl.

The phrase “al things’ means “over dl thingsin
al places’ meaning supremacy. The Son himself
also be subject unto God that put “over al things
inal places’ under Christ that God may be dl in al.

That is the end of the parenthesis which began
with verse 20. The entire parenthetical statement
dealt with Isragl, unbelievers, the return of Chrit,
and the resurrections. None of it dealt with the
Church of the Body. Now we are at verse 29 which
is a carry over from verse 19: If in this life only we
having our hope in Christ, we are more to be pitied
than all men. Then comes verse 29:

Else what shall they do which are baptized for
the dead, if the dead rise not a al? why are
they then baptized for the dead?

Here is averse which is very unclear in the King
James Version. We are dealing with the resurrection
and the miserableness and pitifulness of man if
there is no resurrection. If there be no resurrection,
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then there is no purpose to life; we have been lied
to. Pagan religions, such as were prevalent at Corinth,
often had the ceremonia practice of baptizing people
after they were dead. The Hindus of India do it to
this day. Yet such a practice cannot give anyone
eterna life. Without the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
the gathering together of the Church, and the future
resurrections, the dead would simply remain dead
bodies. Verse 29 asks us why we should be baptized
if we are going to remain dead anyway. Now | will
give you aclearer trandation of verse 29.

What is the use of being baptized if it is only
to remain dead? Else what are they doing who
are being baptized? It is for dead bodies if the
dead rise not. Why are they then baptized?
Also for the dead?

In contrast to pagan baptismal rites which (wheth-
er they were carried out before or after death) could
promise nothing but a dead body, the baptism of
the resurrected Christ is assurance of eternd life.
It gives us the sure hope of his return to gather the
Church. The resurrection of Christ also gives assur-
ance of the future resurrections foretold in the Word
of God.

That is the accuracy of the twenty-ninth verse:
“Elsewhat arethey doing who are being baptized’
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has nothing to do with water, but with the teaching
of the baptism of Christ within. Christ in you the
hope of glory is of no purpose if you rise not. If
the dead rise not why are they then baptized with
Christ within?

Verse 30:
And why stand we in jeopardy every hour?

If there is nothing to the resurrection, if Christ
has not been raised, then why do we every hour
jeopardize our lives, why do we expose ourselves to
dangers for Christ’s sake? Why should the Devil be
so busy in his trickery toward us if we are so totally
wrong? The Adversary has to work overtime to keep
us in confusion about the Word so that we fail to
walk in the accuracy and the power of it.

Verse 31:

| protest [affirm] by your [our] regoicing
which | have in Christ Jesus our Lord, | die
daly.

“l die daily” means that Paul stands in jeopardy
every day.

Verse 32:
If after the manner of men | have fought with
beasts a Ephesus, what advantageth it me, if
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the dead rise not? let us eat and drink; for
tomorrow we die.

“If after the manner of men | have [delete “have’]
fought with beasts at Ephesus’ can be understood
in two ways, and | will give you both ways. Then we
may have to wait for the Lord’'s return to figure
out which one is meant in verse 32. Either Paul was
literally thrown into an arena with wild animals in
Ephesus, or he refers here to those Ephesians spoken
about in Acts 19 whom he called beasts. | do not
know which one of the two it is. If it is literd, it is
one thing; if “beasts’ refers to men it is a figure of
speech. | don’t know which it is, but either would
be bad.

“If after the manner of men | fought with beasts
at Ephesus, what advantage is it to me, if the dead
rise not?” Why should | jeopardize my life day after
day if the dead rise not? What is the profit? Let's
be Epicureans. That is the philosophy of the latter
part of that verse. “Let us cat and drink; for tomor-
row we die.” In other words, if there is nothing to
the resurrection, then let’s do as we please. A lot of
people have this philosophy today.
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Verse 33

Be not deceived [Don't let anybody fool you.]:
evil communications [associations] corrupt
good manners [ethics, morals].

Evil companionships corrupt good ethics. In other
words, don’t associate with the non-Christians who,
without true hope and not believing in the resurrec-
tion, live only for the day. That is the guidance that
Paul, by revelation, is giving them.

Verse 34

Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some
have not the knowledge of God: | speak this
to your shame.

“Awake [wake up] to righteousness [what is
right], and sin not....” To sin in this instance is not
to acknowledge or recognize the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus Christ: “...for some have not the knowl-
edge of God: | speak this to your shame.” Wdll, if
they have not the knowledge of God, they are igno-
rant. The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the basis of
Chrigtianity. The Church of Corinth, as well as church-
es today, should have understood this and declared
it to others. Their failure to do this had the shameful
result of leaving people ignorant of the greatest
truth in the world. There is no reason for people
to be ignorant of the resurrection when the knowl-
edge of God'sWord is available.
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Verses 35-37:

But some man will say, How are the dead
raised up? and with what [kind of] body do
they come?

Thou fool, that which thou sowest is not quick-
ened [made alive] , except it die:

And that which thou sowest, thou sowest
not that body that shall be, but bare [naked]
grain, it may chance [if it should happen] of
wheat, or of some other grain [such as oats,
barley, or corn].

When you sow the naked grain of corn or barley
or whest, it is not that grain which you sowed which
comes back at the top of the stalk. It is not the
origina kernel, but it is new grain that comes forth.

Verses 38-40:

But God giveth it abody asit hath pleased him
[as He purposed], and to every seed his [its]
own body.

All flesh is not the same flesh: but there is
one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of
beasts, another of fishes, and another of birds.

There are adso celestia [heavenly] bodies,
and bodies terrestrial [earthly]: but the glory
of the celestia [heavenly] is one, and the
glory of the terrestrial [earthly] is another.
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Hereisalitera trandation according to usage of
the text of verse 40:

And heavenly bodies there will be and earthly
bodies, but of one kind will be the glory of
the heavenly and of another kind that of the
earthly.

Do you know what this verse is talking about?
After dl is accomplished as told in the Book of
Revelation, there are going to be people on earth
in the new earth. Because how could a person sl
his corn, wheat, and onions if there were no one to
eat them? It says in the Book of Revelation that
they are going to bring in their produce. But in
this new earth there is going to be a little different
experience, because in that land there will be no
cursed thistles or death. Basically, what we need to
see is that verse 40 is talking about heavenly bodies
and earthly bodies. One kind would be the glory
of those that are heavenly, and another kind those
that are earthly.

Verses41 and 42:

There is one glory of the sun, and another
glory of the moon, and another glory of the
stars: for one star differeth from another star

inglory.
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So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is
sown in corruption; it israised in incorruption.

The dead can beraised incorruptible. You have to
be dead to corrupt, and then that corruption can be
raised in incorruption.

Verse 43:

It [the body] is sown in dishonour [because
it is going to corrupt]; it is raised in glory:
it issown in weakness [because of man’ s frailty];
itisraised in power.

We shdl have a body fashioned like unto his
glorious body.

Verse 44.

It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual
body. There is a natura body, and there is a
spiritual body.

“It is sown a natural body...” because all that can
go into the grave is a person’s natural body. The
body is sown a natura body; but when it is raised,
it will be a spiritual body. Nobody knows what
that new body is all about. The resurrected body
of Jesus Christ was never taken into a laboratory,
so nobody knows what that body consisted of.
However, we do know from the Word that Jesus
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Christ could be on the road to Emmaus one time
and the next moment be inside of a room that had
the door bolted. | don't understand his resurrected
body, but the Word explains this much: there is a
natural body and there is a spiritua body.

Verse 45:

And so it is written, The first man Adam was
made a living soul; the last Adam was made a
quickening [life-giving] spirit.

When God breathed into Adam the breath of life,
the Word says he became a living soul. | know what
the life of the body and soul man is; but | do not
know what the life of the resurrected body will be
except that it will be a life-giving spirit like the last
Adam, Jesus Christ, was given.

Verses 46 and 47:

Howbelt [nevertheless] that was not first which
is spiritual, but that which is natural; and
afterward [after the natural] that which is
Spiritual.

Thefirst manis of the earth, earthy: the second
man is the Lord [omit “the Lord’] from
heaven.

Verse 47 reads, “The first man is of the earth,
earthy [dust]: the second man is the Lord from

254

The Final Victory

heaven.” Instead of the word “from,” put the words
“out of” because that is the text: “The first man
is out of the earth, dust: the second man is out of
heaven.”

Verses 48-51:

As is the earthy, such are they also that are
earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they
also that are heavenly.

And as we have borne the image of the earthy,
we shall aso bear the image of the heavenly.
Now this | say, brethren, that flesh and blood
cannot [are not able to] inherit the kingdom of
God; neither doth corruption inherit incorrup-
tion.

Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not al
deep, but we shall al be changed.

Now the whole focus changes. The text reads,
“1 shew you a mystery; We shall not al be deeping.”
When Paul says “we” he must be referring to al of
those in the Body of Christ of which heisamember.
God's family today is made up solely of those who
are born again of God’s Spirit, members of the Body
of Christ. It has nothing to do with whether one is
aJew or a Gentile, for God is no respecter of persons.
Since Pentecost, a Jew has had no better standing
with God than a Gentile. Both are responsible to
believe and to be bornagain to become a member
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of the Body of Christ. The resurrections pertain to
al those outside of the Body of Christ. But for those
within the Body, the Situation is different. Paul
unvells to us this mystery. The revelation is that not
al of the Church is going to die. When Christ returns
to gather the Church, those Christians who have
died will be raised up. At this time all Christians,
whether they have been dead or aive, will be changed.
The following verse tell us some of this change.

Verse 52:

In a moment [atomos]*, in the twinkling of
an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet
shdl sound, and the dead shall be raised incor-
ruptible, and we shall be changed.

In Matthew it talks about the last trumpet too,
but there it is in reference to Isragl. This trumpet
in | Corinthians 15:52 is in reference to the Church
of the Body. If you put Israel in here, you will get
your trumpets all mixed up. Why does the trumpet
of Matthew have to be the same trumpet as Corin-
thians? | am trying to show you how confusing
and illogical people’s thinking basically is because
of the lack of concern about rightly dividing God's
Word. It is God' s Word so we must study it carefully.

*From the Greek word atomos is derived the English word “atom.”
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“Inan atom, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead
shall be raised incorruptible.” It does not say they
will be “resurrected” because there are others in-
volved who will ill be dive. If the dead will be
resurrected incorruptible, what happens to those
who will gtill be aive?

Verse 53:

For this corruptible [that which has died] must
put on incorruption, and this mortal [living at
that time, not asleep] must put on immortality.

Immortality is for a mortal who is living at the
return of Christ, one who is part of the Church of
the Body. All in that Body will be changed at the
return. Those that are dead will be raised and will
put on incorruption. Those who are living will put on
immortality. Those are the changes occurring to the
Church at his return. Suppose Christ came right now:
Are we dead? No. Therefore, we could not be raised
from the dead, but we would put on immortality.
Many people teach that when a person dies he does
not really die because the soul is immortal and it
goes to God. They are not speaking the truth of
God sWord. Immortality pertains only to the time of
the coming of Christ for his Church. At that time
the dead in Christ shall be raised incorruptible and
the mortals living at that time put on immortality.
That is beautiful.
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What a tremendous reality to any born-again son
of God. What aglorious hope! We will al be changed
to have a body fashioned like unto Christ’s. We will
meet him in the air and “so shal we ever be with
the Lord,” according to | Thessalonians 4:17.

Verse 54:

So when this corruptible shal have put on
incorruption, and [when] this mortal shall
have put on immortality, then [not until then]
shall be brought to pass the saying [word] that
iswritten, Death is swallowed up in victory.

Paul has covered an immense amount of ground
on this subject. He has told us of the gathering
together of the Church, when the dead are raised and
al are changed. Previoudy he has told us of the
resurrections which will come to pass much later
in the Book of Revelation. Now he says death is
swallowed up in victory. According to verses 24-26
this occurs at the telos, the fina point, when death,
the last enemy, is destroyed. But before any of that
happens, the dead in Christ shall be raised, and those
who are dive and remain shall be changed. Then,
after all that and about a thousand years of work,
as told in the Book of Revelation, death will be
swallowed up in victory.
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Verse 55:
O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where
isthy victory?

In the new heaven and the new earth there will
be no more sin, so there can be no more death.
There was no death until after man sinned, as stated
in Genesis.

Verses 56-58:

The sting of death is sin; and the strength
[power] of sinisthe law.

But thanks be to God, which [who] giveth
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast,
unmoveable, aways abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your
labour isnot in vain in the Lord.

God beseeches usto be unmovable. Do you know
what “unmovable’ means? Somebody said it is like
a fellow who steps ankle-deep in cement and then
lets the cement dry. Even though we stand in jeopar-
dy every hour, we are aways “stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding [effervescing] in the work of the
Lord.” We just tell it like it is; we open our hearts
and share God' s truth, “...knowing [active participle]
that your labour is not in vain [without purposeg]
intheLord,” because our labors will be rewarded.
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Salvation is by grace, but rewards, after being saved,
are granted because of labors.

“But thanks to God, who giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, my beloved
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abound-
ing in the work of the Lord, knowing that your
labour is not without purpose in the Lord.” Do
you see why we can live with an effervescence and a
peace; why we can take a stand in our day and time
and be steadfast? Because ours is the fina victory
through our resurrected Lord Jesus Christ.
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The word mustéerion is used in the following New
Testament scriptures: three times in the gospels,
twenty times in the Pauline epistles and four timesin
Revelation. Not all of these pertain to the great
mystery.

Matthew 13:11: It is given unto you to know the
mysteries

Mark 4:11: Unto you it is given to know the
mystery

Luke 8:10: Unto you it is given to know the
mysteries

Romans 11:25: that ye should be ignorant of this
mystery

Romans 16:25: According to the revelation of the
mystery

| Corinthians 2:1: declaring unto you the testi-
mony*

*See chapter 12, “The Fina Victory,” in this volume for detailed
study of resurrection and “ gathering together.”

* Some texts read musterion, mystery.
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| Corinthians 2:7: we speak the wisdom of God in
amystery

| Corinthians 4:1: and stewards of the mysteries
of God

| Corinthians 13:2: and understand all mysteries
and al knowledge

| Corinthians 15:51: Behold, | shew you a mys-
tery

| Corinthians 14:2: howbeit in the spirit he speak-
eth mysteries

Ephesians 1:9: Having made known unto us the
mystery

Ephesians 3:3: How...he made known unto me the
mystery

Ephesians 3:4: may understand my knowledge in
the mystery

Ephesians 5:32: This is a great mystery: but |
Speak concerning

Ephesans 6:19: to make known the mystery of the
gospel

Colossians 1:26: the mystery which hath been hid
from ages

Colossians 1:27: what (is) the riches of the glory
of this mystery

Colossians 2:2: to the acknowledgment of the
mystery of

Colossians 4:2: to speak the mystery of Chrigt,
for which

Il Thessalonians 2:7: the mystery of iniquity doth
already work

| Timothy 3:9: Holding the mystery of the faith
inapure

| Timothy 3:16: without controversy great is the
mystery

Revelation 1:20: The mystery of the seven stars
which thou

Revelation 10:7: the mystery of God should be
finished, as

Revelation 17:5: Mystery, Babylon the great, the
mother of
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Reveation 17:7: | will tell thee the mystery of the
woman

About the Author

Victor Paul Wierwille has spent many years search-
ing, and seeking enlightenment on God's Word from
men of God scattered across the continent. His
academic career after high school continued at the
Mission House (Lakeland) College and Seminary,
Sheboygan, Wisconsin, where he received his Bachelor
of Arts and Bachelor of Divinity degrees. Dr.
Wierwille studied at the University of Chicago and at
Princeton Theological Seminary where he was awarded
the Master of Theology degree in Practical Theology.
Later he completed his work for the Doctor of
Theology degree.

For sixteen years Dr. Wierwille served as a pastor in
northwestern Ohio. During these years he searched
the Word of God for keys to powerful victorious
living. Dr. Wierwille visited E. Stanley Jones and
studied his Ashram program. Such men as Glenn
Clark, Rufus Modey, Starr Daily, Albert Cliffe,
Bishop K.C. Pillai and others were guests of Dr.
Wienwille slocal congregation. Karl Barth of Switzer-
land was a friend and consultant, as was George M.
Lamsa, the Aramaic scholar, aswell as other European
and Far Eastern scholars. With these men Dr. Wierwille
guested for Biblical enlightenment. In 1953 he began
teaching classes on Power for Abundant Living. These

265



concentrated sessions are specifically directed to
unfold the Word of God as the Will of God and to
answer crucial questions regarding the holy spirit and
its present availability and efficacy in believers' lives.
Leading men and women from all over the world into
receiving the more abundant life quickly consumed
Dr. Wierwille s full time, so it became necessary, for
him to resign his local pastorate. Since that time Dr.
Wierwille has devoted his entire energy to The Way
Biblicad Research Center in New Knoxville, Ohio.
There, as elsewhere in the United States and foreign
countries, he continues to study, write and teach
theApril 14, 2000 greatness of God's Word.

266




