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 Family History 
 
Gregg Singer is the fourth generation of a real estate family that 
started with Louis Singer. Louis immigrated to America from 
Russia as a young boy in the 1890’s. He lived in the Lower 
Eastside of Manhattan and worked hard and became successful 
in the produce business. Louis then transitioned into the real 
estate business. In 1914 Louis bought Mount Carmel Cemetery in 
Queens, New York. Thereafter, Louis founded Mount Lebanon, 
Mount Hebron, Cedar Grove, Beth El, and Cedar Park 
Cemeteries, all in the New York Metropolitan area.  

Louis, in 1922, was the founder and President of the Home of Old 
Israel in the Lower Eastside of Manhattan in New York City, a 
non-profit organization formed to provide housing, social, 
recreational, health, cultural and educational  programs for 
seniors regardless of their race, religion or ethnicity to offer them 
opportunities for a better quality of life. 

In 1966, Louis’s son Jack Singer, who had become the President 
of the Home of Old Israel, built the largest low income senior 
housing facility in the country in Far Rockaway, Queens, NY, 
known as Seagirt Village with 4-17 story buildings with 1,024 
apartments on 6.5 acres. In the 1970’s, Jack merged the Home of 
Old Israel with JASA (Jewish Association for Services for the 
Aged).  

Jack owned apartment buildings on the Lower Eastside of 
Manhattan and built research and development facilities in the 
Southeast for 3M, Dupont and other companies. Jack was also 
the President of Mount Lebanon Cemetery and an Officer of the 
other cemeteries. 

In 1951, Jack’s son, Mike Singer (Gregg’s father) who grew up in 
New York moved to Miami to attend the University of Miami (UM). 
He stayed at UM from undergraduate through law school.  
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Mike never practiced law but got into real estate by building 
shopping centers and apartment buildings in Miami. 

Elly Singer (Gregg’s mother) who grew up in New York went to 
UM and married Mike in 1955. Elly was the founder and President 
of Elly Singer Designs, Inc., she was one of South Florida’s most 
successful Interior Designers for 50 years until she retired in 
2016. 

In 1970 Elly was one of the founders and President of Concept 
House, Inc. a not for profit organization and the State of Florida’s 
first comprehensive drug treatment program in Miami that as of 
2020 has served treatment for over 75,000 people. 

Gregg Singer was born in Miami and lived in Miami Beach until 
he moved to New York in 1975.  

Gregg graduated from the University of Maryland in 1983 and 
currently resides in New York and Miami. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                           
 
                                                                                             
                                                                                             
 
 
 

 
 


