CHAPTER 1.


CERTIFICATE OF INCORPORATION.

THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

By the Secretary of State.

(S.C. Code, 1962, Sec. 47-1.)

WHEREAS, The Town of St. George, South Carolina, heretofore incorporated, is desirous of surrendering its Charter, and accepting incorporation under the provisions of Article II, Chapter XLIX,

AND WHEREAS, The Town Council of said Town has submitted the question to vote of the qualified electors, and has certified the result accompanied by the sworn return of the Managers of said election, by which it appears that the vote was in favor of surrendering the Charter and accepting incorporation under said Act.

NOW, I, R. M. McCown, Secretary of State, by virtue of the authority in me vested by said Article II, Chapter XLIX Code of 1902, and Amendments thereto, do hereby certify that the Town of St. George is duly incorporated with the privileges, powers, and immunities, and subject to the limitations prescribed in said Article, and Amendments thereto.

(SEAL)
GIVEN under my hand and Seal of the State, this the 3rd. day of March, 1911, and the 135th year of the Independence of the United States of America.  R. M. McCown, Secretary of State.

I hereby certify the above to be a true and correct copy.

ATTEST: W. P. Blackwell

Nov. 13, 1930.  Secretary of State.
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Sec. 1-1.
How Code designated and cited.

The ordinances embraced in this volume shall constitute and be designated "The Code of the Town of St. George, South Carolina," and may be so cited.  Such Code may also be cited as the "St. George Town Code." (S. C. Code, 1962, Sec. 47-61.3.) (S. C. Code, 1962, Sec. 26-51.)

Sec. 1-2.
Definitions and rules of construction.

In the construction of this Code and of all other town ordinances, the following rules shall be observed, unless such construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the town council:

Computation of time.  The time within which an act is to be done shall be computed by excluding the first day and including the last day, and if the last day is a Sunday or a legal holiday, that shall be excluded. (S. C. Code, 1962, Sec. 10-2.)

Council or town council.  The words "the council' or "the town council" shall mean the town council of the Town of St. George, South Carolina.

County.  The words "the county" or "this county" shall mean the County of Dorchester, South Carolina.

Gender.  A word importing the masculine gender only shall extend and be applied to females and to firms, partnerships, and corporations as well as to males. (S. C. Code, 1962, Sec. 30-203.)

Health officer.  The terms "health officer" shall mean the health officer of Dorchester County, or any other health officer having authority in the town pursuant to state law, or his duly authorized representative.

May; shall.  The word "may" is permissive, and the word "shall" is mandatory.

Number.  Words used in the singular include the plural, and the plural includes the singular. (S. C. Code, 1962, Sec. 30-203.)

Oath; swear; sworn.  The word "oath" shall be construed to include an affirmation in all cases in which, by law, an affirmation may be substituted for an oath, and in such cases the words "swear" and "sworn" shall be equivalent to the words "affirm" and "affirmed."

Officers and officials of town.  Whenever reference is made to officials, boards, commissions, departments, etc., by title only, i.e., "town clerk," "chief of the fire department," etc., they shall be deemed to refer to the officials, boards, commissions and departments of the Town of St. George.

"Owner."  The word "owner," applied to any property, shall include any part owner, joint owner, tenant in common, joint tenant or tenant by the entirety, as well as to individuals.

"Person."  The word "person" shall extend and be applied to firms, partnerships, associations, organizations and bodies politic and corporate, or any combination thereof, as well as to individuals. (S. C. Code, 1962, Sec. 30-203.)

Personal property includes money, goods, chattels, things in action and evidences of debt. (S. C. Code, 1962, Sec. 10-4.)

Preceding, following.  The words "preceding" and "following" shall mean next before and next after, respectively.

Property.  The word property shall include real and personal property.

Real property and real estate shall include lands, tenements and hereditaments. (S. C. Code, 1962, Sec. 10-3.)

Roadway.  The word "roadway" shall mean that portion of a street improved, designed or ordinarily used for vehicular travel.

Sidewalk.  The word "sidewalk" means a strip of land in front or on the side of a house or lot of land lying between the property line and the street.

Signature or subscription includes a mark when the person cannot write.

State.  The words "the state" or "this state" shall be construed to mean the State of South Carolina.

Street.  The word "street" shall be construed to embrace streets, avenues, boulevards, roads, alleys, lanes, viaducts and all other public highways in the town.

Tenant or occupant.  The word "tenant" or "occupant" applied to a building or land shall include any person who occupies the whole or a part of such building or land, whether alone or with others.

Tense.  Words used in the present tense include the future, as well as the present. (S. C. Code, 1962, Sec. 30-203.)

Town.  The word "town" or "this town" shall be construed to mean the Town of St. George, South Carolina.

Written or in writing shall be construed to include any representation of words, letters or figures, whether by printing or otherwise.

Sec. 1-3.
Provisions considered as continuations of existing ordinances.

The provisions appearing in this Code, so far as they are in substance the same as those of present ordinances of the town, shall be considered as continuations thereof and not as new enactments.

Sec. 1-4.
Catchlines of sections.

The catchlines of the sections and subsections of this Code are intended merely as catchwords to indicate the contents of the sections or subsections to which they relate, and shall not be deemed or taken to be titles of such sections or subsections, nor as any part of the section, nor unless expressly so provided, shall they be so deemed when any of such sections, including the catchlines, are amended or reenacted.

Sec. 1-5.
Effect of repeal of ordinances.

The repeal of an ordinance shall not revive any ordinance in force before or at the time the ordinance repealed took effect.

The repeal of an ordinance shall not affect any punishment or penalty incurred before the repeal took effect, nor any suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at the time of the repeal for an offense committed under the ordinance repealed.

Sec. 1-6.
Severability of parts of Code.

It is hereby declared to be the intention of the town council that the sections, paragraphs, sentences, clauses and phrases of this Code are severable, and if any phrase, clause, sentence, paragraph or section of this Code shall be declared unconstitutional or otherwise invalid by the valid judgment or decree of a court of competent jurisdiction, such unconstitutionality or invalidity shall not affect any of the remaining phrases, clauses, sentences, paragraphs and sections of this Code.

Sec. 1-7.
General penalty; continuing violations; abatement of prohibited conditions.
Whenever in this Code or in any ordinance or resolution of the town council or in any rule, regulation, notice or order promulgated by any officer or agency of the town under authority duly vested in him or it any act is prohibited or is made or declared to be unlawful or an offense or a misdemeanor, or the doing of any act is required, or the failure to do any act is declared to be unlawful or an offense or misdemeanor, where no specific penalty is provided therefore, the violation of any such provision of this Code or any such ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation, notice or order shall be punished by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars or by imprisonment for a term not exceeding thirty days.  Each day any violation of any provision of this Code or of any such ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation, notice or order shall continue shall constitute a separate offense.

In addition to the penalties hereinabove provided, any condition caused or permitted to exist in violation of any of the provisions of this Code or any such ordinance, resolution, rule, regulation, notice or order shall be deemed a public nuisance, and may be abated by the town as provided by law, and each day that such condition continues shall be regarded as a new and separate offense.

The penalties and punishments referred to above are the penalties and punishments for the violation of all provisions contained in this Code and for the violation of all amended ordinances or any new ordinances which may be legally enacted by the town council, unless otherwise specifically provided. (S.C. Code, 1962, Sec. 47-61.) (S.C. Code, 1962, Sec. 15-905.) (S.C. Code, 1962, Sec. 47-66.)

Sec. 1-8.
Liability of corporations, etc., and agents for violations.

Any violation of this Code by any officer, agent or other person acting for or employed by any corporation or unincorporated association or organization while acting within the scope of his office or employment, shall in every case also be deemed to be a violation by such corporation, association or organization.

Any officer, agent or other person acting for or employed by any corporation or unincorporated association or organization shall be subject and liable to punishment as well as such corporation or unincorporated association or organization for the violation by it of any provision of this Code, where such violation was the act or omission, or the result of the act, omission or order of any such person.

Sec. 1-9.
Town seal.

The town seal shall be a corded circle within which shall be a dotted circle; and between these circles and conforming to the upper half of the arcs thereof shall be the words "TOWN COUNCIL ST. GEORGE,"; and between these circles and conforming to the lower half of the arcs thereof shall be the words "ST. GEORGE, S.C."; and within the top half of the inner circle shall be the word "CHARTERED", under which and on a horizontal plane in the middle of the inner circle shall be the design “_________”, under which and in the lower half of the inner circle shall be the figures "1911". (S. C. Code, 1962, 47-230.) (S. C. Code, 1962, 2-25.)

Sec. 1-10.
Municipal elections.

(a) An election for all six (6) council seats will be held Tuesday, February 8, 1994; on the first Tuesday in April 1995, an election will be held for the mayor’s seat and the three (3) odd number council districts; on the first Tuesday in April 1997, an election will be held for the three (3) even number council districts.  After that, an election will be held every two (2) years for the three (3), four (4) year terms that will expire, with the mayor running along with the odd number districts. [12.13.93]

(b) Members of the council shall be elected from six single member districts as shown on the enclosed redistricting plan, St. George 1, (adopted January 11, 1993), until the 2000 Census.  [8.14.89, 1.11.93]

(c) By order of Home Rule legislation, filing by candidates in municipal elections shall be by Statement of Candidacy.  The Town of St. George has set a time of two (2) weeks for filing books to be open for candidates in municipal elections. [1.11.99]  

(d) The “Council Form” of government has been adopted for the Town of St. George. [8.14.89] 

(e) Regardless of the form adopted by the municipality, the Mayor shall be elected at large. 5-8-78

(f) Candidates for election to offices of council and Mayor shall be elected by the non-partisan plurality method as prescribed in Section 5-15-61 of the 1976 Code of Laws of the State of South Carolina. 5-8-78

CHAPTER 1.

Town Code

Article I. General Provisions
Sections 1-1/1-9

Article II. Elections
Sec.1-10 FORM OF GOVERNMENT
The Council form of municipal government, as provided in S. C. Code of 5-9-10 to 5-9-40, is hereby adopted for the Town.

Sec.  1-11. ELIGIBILITY TO VOTE

Every citizen residing within the Town and qualified to vote according to the Constitution and the Laws of the State who has been a resident of the city for 30 days and who is an elector of the precinct in which he wishes to vote, when duly registered, shall be entitled to vote in municipal elections.

Qualifications and registration generally, see S. C. Code 7-5-10 et seq.

Special provisions as to municipal elections, see S. C. Code 7-5-610 et seq.

Sec. 1-12. REGISTRATION 

The method of registration shall conform to the Laws of the State relating to and governing same.

Registration, see S. C. Code 7-5-610 et seq.

Sec. 1-13. WHERE ELECTIONS HELD

Every registered elector shall cast his ballot at the Town of St. George Town Hall for municipal elections which are held in odd numbered years. In the event a county-wide referendum is added as a part of the election, every registered voter shall cast his ballot at the polling location used by County, State and Federal elections.
Sec. 1-14. VOTING HOURS

The polls shall be opened in accordance with S. C. Code of Laws 7-13-60.

Sec. 1-15. DETERMINIATION OF RESULTS

Election results shall be determined according to the nonpartisan plurality method described in S. C. Code 5-15-61.

6.
 NOTICE OF ELECTION
Public notice of every general, municipal and special election shall be given 90 days prior to such election by publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the Town. A second notice shall be published two weeks later  Such public notice shall contain the location of voting precinct’s, the hours of the opening and closing of the polls, the offices to be voted upon, together with such other  and further information the Council deems advisable. See S.C. Code of Laws, 7-13 35 and 5-15-50
Sec. 1-17 MANAGERS OF ELECTION

See S. C. Code of Laws, 7-13-72.

Sec. 1-18 DATES FOR HOLDING ELECTIONS
(A) An election for three (3) Council seats (Districts Two, Four and Six) will be held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday of November 2013. On the first Tuesday after the first Monday of November 2015, an election for three (3) Council seats (Districts One, Three and Five) and the Mayor will be held.  After that, an election will be held in the same order every two years in odd numbered years for three Council seats with the Mayor running along with the odd numbered districts.

(B) In the event of a tie vote for any office, a runoff election shall be held pursuant to S.C. Code 5-15-125 two weeks following the election in which the tie vote occurred.

(C) Special elections to fill vacancies shall be held pursuant to S.C. Code 7-13-190.
Sec. 1-19. SPECIAL ELECTIONS

Special elections shall be ordered from time to time, as occasion may demand, when required or permitted by law, and shall be ordered and conducted in the manner prescribed by law.  See S. C. Code 7-13-190.

Sec. 1-20. NON-PARTISAN ELECTIONS

All regular and special elections for the offices of Mayor and Council Member of the Town of St. George shall be nonpartisan general elections pursuant to S. C. Code 5-15-60 (5-15-61).  

Sec. 1-21. CANDIDATES FILING FOR OFFICE
Filing by candidates shall be by Statement of Candidacy designation the office sought. It shall be filed with the town Clerk/Treasurer in accordance with the S.C. Code of Laws Title 5-15-70.such written notice shall be filed during the two week period in which the polls are open. The Town of St. George has set a time of ten (10) working days beginning 90 days before the election for the books to be open at noon and closed at noon on the tenth day of filing. Beginning the first working day after the filing polls are closed and going on for ten (10) working days, write- in candidates may sign up to run; however, their names will not be on the ballot. No write-in candidate will be accepted after the above stated time (1.11.1999). Each candidate must confirm, in writing, that he meets, or will meet by the time of the election the qualifications for the office sought. Any candidate who does not, or will not by the time of the election meet the qualifications for the office sought shall not be eligible for election.
A Statement of Candidacy must be filed stating their intention to run for the office of Mayor and / or Council, designating the office sought. Such written statement shall be filed with the town Clerk/Treasurer in accordance with the S. C. Code of Laws Title 5-15-70.  Each candidate must affirm, in writing, that he meets, or will meet by the time of the general election the qualifications for the office sought.  Any candidate who does not, or will not by the time of the general election meet the qualifications for the office sought shall not have his name placed on the ballot. 

Sec. 1-22. CERTIFICATION OF NOMINEES

The Municipality shall certify the filing results to the Dorchester County Election Board within twenty-four hours of the closing of the filing.

ARTICLE III.
 CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE

Sec. 1-23. QUALIFICATIONS

Each candidate for municipal office shall be a qualified registered elector.  He shall meet the legal requirements as to residence in the state, county, and city and shall have a legal registration certificate which shall be not less than 30 days old at the date of the election, and shall have his name on the district book of registration.

Sec. 1-24. ELECTION OF MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

The Mayor shall be elected at-large. Council Members are elected from single-member districts. Council members shall be qualified electors of the district from which they are elected.  

See S. C. Code of Laws Title 5-15-20

(A) Newly elected officers shall not be qualified pursuant to S.C. Cod 5-15-120, until at least 48 hours after the closing of the polls.

(B) The newly elected officers shall take office on the business first day of the January, on each even numbered year, following certification of election. (9.14.2020)
(C) In case the results of the election are contested, the incumbent who fills that     contested office shall hold over until the contest is finally determined (5-15-120)

Sec. 1-25. TERMS OF OFFICE(9.14.2020)
The Mayor shall hold office for a period of four years or until his successor shall be elected and qualified. 

The term of Mayor in the November 2023 election and thereafter will be for four years from the first business day of January in the year of the election of the President of the United States. 
The Council members terms will be for four years or until a successor is elected and qualified.
The term of Council members from Districts 1, 3 and 5, elected in November 2023 and thereafter will be for four years from the first business day of January in the year of the election of the President of the United States.
The terms of current Council members from Districts 2, 4 and 6 elected in the November 2021 and thereafter will be for four years from the first business day of January in the even-number year following the election of the President of the United States.
Sec. 1-26. MAYOR PRO TEMPORE

Immediately after any general election for the municipal council, the council shall elect from its membership a Mayor Pro Tempore for a term of two (2) years. The Mayor Pro Tempore shall act as Mayor during the absence of the Mayor.  If a vacancy occurs in the office of Mayor, the Mayor Pro Tempore shall serve as Mayor until a successor is elected.  (5-7-190)

Sec. 1-27. COMPENSATION AND EXPENSES

Compensation

(1) The Mayor shall receive a salary of $800.00 per month. (4.1.2026)
(2) Members of the Town Council shall each receive a salary of $400.00 per month. (4.1.2026)
Sec. 1-28. OATH OF OFFICE

The Mayor and Council members before entering upon the duties of their respective offices shall take the following oath:

“I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I am duly qualified, according to the Constitution of this State, to exercise the duties of the office to which I have elected and that I will, to the best of my ability, discharge the duties thereof, and preserve, and defend the Constitution of the State and of the United States, so help me God.”

“As Mayor (or Council member) of the Town of St. George, I will equally, fairly, and impartially, to the best of my ability and skill, exercise the trust reposed in me, and will use my best endeavors to preserve the peace and carry into effect according to law the purposes for which I have been elected; so help me God.”

Article IV.
BOARD OF ELECTIONS AND VOTER REGISTRATION IN DORCHESTER COUNTY TO CONDUCT ELECTIONS
Sec. 1-29. RESPONSIBILITY OF CONDUCTING ELECTIONS

The authority and responsibility of conducting elections shall be that of the Board of Elections and Voter Registration in Dorchester County as set forth in this ordinance duly passed by the governing body of the municipality and governed by the code of laws of the State of South Carolina. (See Section 5-15-145)

A. The Board of Elections and Voter Registration shall conduct the municipal elections in accordance with Title 7 of the S. C. Code of Election Laws unless otherwise specified by Title 5.  The Board of Elections and Voter Registration will certify the results of each election to the municipality immediately following the certification of the votes cast in each election.

Poll Managers will be paid at the standard rate set by the State Election Commission for all other elections. The Board of Elections and Voter Registration shall provide an invoice to the Town of St. George for reimbursement of the contracted amount for expenses incurred in the conduct of St. George Municipal Elections. In the event a protest is filed or litigation is commenced in connection with the conduct of municipal elections, the Town of St. George shall pay all fees, costs, and expenses incurred in such protest or litigation.

B. This authority shall go into effect upon the successful completion of the following necessary actions prerequisite under federal and state law to effect the changes called for hereunder:

1. Adoption of an appropriate ordinance by the Governing Body of Dorchester County accepting the authority being transferred hereunder, and

2. Submission to the United States Justice Department and subsequent receipt of pre-clearance and positive response to the transfer of authority for conducting municipal elections, which would be effected hereunder.
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