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Article I. In General.

Sec. 8-1.
Definitions.


For the purposes of this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the meanings respectively ascribed to them by this section:

Garbage. “Garbage” shall consist of table and kitchen refuse, vegetables, food scraps, watermelon rinds, small tin cans, small bottles, small quantities of paper, rags, paper cartons; crushed, flat, and other similar combustible trash, dead animals such as rats, cats, dogs and any waste material which by nature putrefies or becomes noxious when exposed to air.

Refuse. The word "refuse" shall include garbage and trash, either or both, as well as other waste matter and refuse.

Trash. “Trash” shall consist of large bottles, beer cans, hedge trimmings, garden weeds, grass cuttings, brush, leaves, small bushes, trees, tree stumps, limbs not greater than six inches in stump diameter and four feet in length with all small limbs trimmed from larger limbs, abandoned property, and all other odorless rubbish or trash. 5-13-85

Sec. 8-2.
Requirements as to maintenance of premises and disposal of refuse; cutting and disposal of grass and weeds.

(a) Refuse which originates upon any premises within the town shall not be suffered by the owner or occupant of the premises to accumulate in such manner or in such quantity as to constitute a fire or safety hazard or a danger to health, or so as to become unsightly or otherwise give offense to persons in the neighborhood.  Garbage and trash shall be disposed of regularly, as provided in this chapter.  Wastes other than garbage and trash shall be disposed of by the owner or occupant promptly as it originates, in a sanitary and lawful manner.

(b) Garbage and trash to be collected as provided by this chapter shall be stored, pending collection, in conformity with the requirements of this chapter.

(c) It shall be the duty of owners, occupants and persons in charge of premises not devoted to agricultural uses to-keep the grass thereon cut to a height of not more than six inches and to keep all premises free of noxious weeds and of under growths which afford breeding places for insects, reptiles and rodents.

Sec. 8-3.
Prohibited disposal of refuse.

No person shall deposit or dispose of any garbage, trash or other waste matter, or any carcass or part thereof or any offal upon any street, sidewalk, public place or vacant lot, or upon private premises owned or occupied by another, except that garbage and trash may be set out in receptacles for collection as provided in this chapter.  No person shall deposit or dispose of any garbage, trash or other waste matter or any carcass or part thereof or any offal in any pond, lake, spring, well or watercourse or in any gutter or drain. (S.C. Code, 1962, Sec. 16-396.)

Sec. 8-4.
Upsetting or plundering contents of refuse receptacles.

It shall be unlawful for any person to scatter the contents of any refuse receptacle in any street, open court, public place or private grounds or for any person to molest or plunder the contents of any refuse receptacle awaiting collection.

Sec. 8-5.
Litter.
(a) It shall be unlawful for any person to dispose of, or suffer to be disposed of, litter of any kind at any place within the town except in receptacles provided for such purpose.

(b) Litter originating on any premises shall be disposed of by the owner or occupant of the premises as provided in Section 8-2.

(c) Litter shall not be deposited or permitted to remain upon any place where it would be subject to scattering by children, animals, the elements of nature or other means.

(d) "Litter" is hereby defined as paper, cartons, bottles, bottle caps, cans, fruit peelings and pits, food, glass, scraps or fragments of any kind, and other things which have come to be regarded by the public as litter.

Sec. 8-6.
Duty of building, etc., contractors to remove debris; collection of refuse from vacant lots.

Building contractors, excavators and other persons who cause debris or refuse of any kind to accumulate at any place within the Town shall remove and dispose of such debris or refuse periodically before it becomes a hazard to the public health, safety or welfare, and at the completion of each project shall remove all such debris and refuse and dispose thereof in a sanitary and lawful manner; provided, that when debris or refuse accumulates on any vacant lot so as to become a nuisance and is not subject to removal by any contractor or other person as above provided, the Town may collect and dispose of such debris and refuse and the costs of such collection and disposal shall become a charge against the property owner and shall be collectable in any manner provided by law.  Any person affected by this section shall be notified in writing and given the opportunity to appear before Council prior to any action being taken under this section.

Anyone convicted of violating this section shall be subject to a fine of not more than $200.00 and or imprisonment of not more than 30 days. 6-10-85

Sec. 8-7.
Abatement of conditions or premises in violation of article.

Premises upon which nuisances or other conditions in violation of this article are found to exist by any town officer shall be reported to the mayor who shall, upon finding that such nuisance or violation does in fact exist, give notice to the owner, occupant or person in charge of such premises, in a manner provided by law, to abate such nuisance within a period of time to be stated in such notice, not more than ten days; and it shall be unlawful for any person upon whom such notice is served to fail to comply therewith.  Upon any such noncompliance after ten days, the mayor shall proceed to abate such nuisance or violation, and the costs thereby incurred shall become a charge against the owner of such premises and shall be collectable in any manner provided by law.

Article II. Garbage and Trash Collection Service.

Sec. 8-8.
Garbage container specifications.

Garbage containers for private residences shall be of metal or plastic with watertight covers, not exceeding twenty gallons capacity nor less than ten gallons capacity, with handles.  Garbage containers for commercial establishments such as hotels, restaurants, boardinghouses, drugstores, taverns, stores, filling stations, etc., shall be of the same material as above not exceeding fifty-five gallons nor less than thirty gallons capacity.

Sec. 8-9.
Setting out and removal of containers on collection days - Garbage.

Garbage containers shall be placed on the appointed days for collection within private premises and not more than ten feet from the entrance of the premises to the street.  Garbage containers when emptied by the collector shall be removed by the owners or occupants into the premises of the owner on the same day as collected.

The setting out and removal of garbage containers on commercial premises shall be as prescribed in the rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to Section 8-14.

Sec. 8-9A.
Collection of yard debris and vegetation.


Any Town citizen who does not subscribe to the commercial garbage collection through the Town shall be charged a fee of $14.00 per month to help defray the cost of trash collection.  This fee shall be collected through the water billing system. [2.12.96] [4/1/2015][3.31.2017]{3.10.2025}
Sec. 8-10.
Setting out and removal of containers on collection days - Trash.

Trash shall be placed at the entrance to private residences or commercial establishments on the shoulder of the street immediately adjacent to the premises line near the entrance to the premises.  Commercial establishments shall place all beer cans, soft drink cans, bottles and paper in containers the same as for garbage separately and crush and pack tightly all empty paper cartons, crates or boxes and similar material and placed as above set forth for collection.

Sec. 8-11.
Notification to town for collection of large quantities of trash.

The office of the clerk and treasurer must be notified at least two days in advance of the piling of large quantities of trash prior to the day of collection and before the trash is placed on the street on the day of collection.

Sec. 8-12.
Conduct of garbage collectors.

Garbage collectors shall peacefully and quietly enter the premises for the purpose of removing garbage and shall return the empty receptacles to the place from which they were removed.

Sec. 8-13.
Responsibility of owners and occupants of premises.

It shall be the duty of owners, tenants, lessees or occupants of premises to provide safe and convenient entrance to and through the premises to enable garbage collectors to collect garbage.  They shall be responsible for any injuries suffered by the collector being bitten by dogs or injured through dangerous conditions on the premises. Collectors of garbage and trash will not make collections from premises where their work is interfered with by dogs or dangerous conditions on the premises and removal of such garbage or trash shall be at the owner's expense.

The owner, tenant, lessee or occupant of any garbage or trash receptacle awaiting pickup shall be collectively responsible for complying with the terms of this article.

Sec. 8-14.
Rules and regulations.

The town council may make rules and regulations not inconsistent with state law, this Code or other ordinance, and not in conflict with any contract by and between the town and any contract collector which may be in effect, providing for the manner in which refuse shall be stored and set out for collection; the manner in which collections shall be made and a schedule of days and hours for collection; specifications for garbage and trash receptacles and the placement thereof for collection purposes; waste matter which shall not be subject to collection; a schedule of fees to be charged by the town for collection services either to cover the costs of collection by the town or to meet all or any part of the contract price for collection by a contract collector; and any subject incidental to the collection and disposal of refuse.

Sec. 8-15.
Garbage Collection Fee.


The fee for garbage collection services shall be $24.00 per can, for residential households, mobile homes, apartments and individuals, and $20.00 for businesses.    This fee will be attached to the monthly water bills and will be effective April 1, 2019. [3.28.91] [3.29.99] [3.2012][4.1.2015]]3.31.2017][3 2019]{3.10.2025}

The St. George Water Company shall have the authority to turn water off if this garbage collection fee is not paid.  (Same schedule as Water Co. non-payment cut-offs.) [5.8.90]


Any Town citizen who does not subscribe to the commercial garbage collection through the Town shall be charged a fee of $14.00 per month to help defray the cost of trash collection.  This fee shall be collected through the water billing system. [8.2.93][3.2012] [4.1.2015][3.31.2017]{3.10.2025}
No more than two cans will be permitted at any residence or business.  If more are needed, the owner will have to contract for a dumpster.[3.26.2003]

Article III. Sanitary Landfill.

Sec. 8-16.
"Town dump" refers to town's sanitary landfill site.

As used in this article, the term "town dump" refers to the site of the sanitary landfill operated by the town, and to any structures thereon.

Sec. 8-17.
Restricted to residents, with exceptions.

The use of the town dump shall be limited to residents of the town, and to contract collectors as may be provided in their contracts; provided, that the clerk and treasurer may grant permits to nonresidents for the use of the dump if such be authorized in the rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to Section 8-14, and then in conformity with such authorization and upon the payment of such fees as may be. specified therein.

Sec. 8-18.
Prohibited or regulated deposits.

The rules and regulations promulgated pursuant to Section 8-14 may contain a list of substances prohibited to be deposited at the town dump, and limiting the dimensions, shape or weight of substances which are permitted to be deposited thereat.

Sec. 8-19.
Regulation of persons; authority of custodian.

It shall be unlawful for any person to enter or remain upon the premises of the town dump at any time while such premises are closed to the public, except by authority of the custodian of the dump or the mayor.  Persons using the dump shall comply with the directives of the custodian relating to the disposal of refuse, and shall leave the premises promptly upon making their deposits.  All provisions of this Code and other ordinances of the town shall be applicable upon the premises of the town dump, and the custodian thereof shall have such powers of a police officer of the town as may be necessary to enforce the provisions of this Code upon the premises of the town dump.
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